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| GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DISSERTATION

Relevance of the topic and the degree of elaboration: The
Republic of Azerbaijan, which has determined its historical destiny
over the past thirty years since the collapse of the USSR, has entered
the integration system of Europe and the world and has built its
relations with foreign countries on the basis of the principles
stipulated in universally accepted international legal norms.
Azerbaijan's recognition in the world as a state pursuing an
independent policy and having its own vision of global political
processes and the system of international relations has increased the
prestige of our country and strengthened bilateral and multilateral
relations. It is precisely as a result of all this that the number of
countries showing interest in deepening cooperation with Azerbaijan
in various spheres of life has grown on an upward trend. Globally
important energy projects implemented in Azerbaijan, as well as our
country's transformation into a center of international logistics and
transport hubs, have further accelerated this process. Under the
leadership of President Ilham Aliyev, thanks to the strengthening of
Azerbaijan's economic potential, comprehensive development, and the
independent foreign policy pursued, a favorable external environment
has been formed around our country, and relations based on mutual
trust have developed with the world's leading countries. After fully
restoring its territorial integrity and sovereignty, Azerbaijan has
entered a new stage in the system of international relations. In light of
new geopolitical realities, the energy factor should be particularly
emphasized in making Azerbaijan’s place in the global arena more
sustainable. The independent energy policy pursued by the country
plays a significant role in Azerbaijan's transformation into an
important regional and global actor. In this regard, the study of the
relations between the Hellenic Republic, located on the Balkan
Peninsula in the south-east of Europe, a member of the European
Union (EU) and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), and
the Republic of Azerbaijan, which have developed in the modern era,
is of considerable relevance.

Greece is a country with an ancient history and in this regard
holds a unique place in the world. During the visit of Greek President
Karolos Papoulias to Azerbaijan in 2011, President llham Aliyev
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noted that relations Azerbaijan and Greece were developing rapidly
and very successfully. “There is a very high level of mutual trust and
mutual interests between our countries. | am confident that as a result
of further expanding our bilateral relations, the citizens of our
countries will also get to know each other better. Contacts between
people will be more intense. Thus, Azerbaijani-Greek relations will
develop even more rapidly in the future ™.

As a result of the increasing dynamism in bilateral economic
relations, which has also affected political relations, a favorable
environment for cooperation has been formed. Therefore, there is a
need to examine all aspects of relations between Azerbaijan and
Greece. Although there is no direct border between Azerbaijan and
Greece, the development of relations with Greece also acts as a factor
accelerating our country's integration into the European space.

The following factors are relevant and of mutual interest in
Azerbaijan's relations with Greece:

Azerbaijan-Greece relations are multifaceted. Over the past years,
significant progress has been recorded in bilateral relations in many
areas, including political, economic, energy, scientific, cultural and
other areas. The development of relations between Greece and
Azerbaijan also has a positive impact on Azerbaijan-EU relations.
Therefore, expanding bilateral relations brings Azerbaijan closer to
the EU in an institutional way.

Business relations have been established between Azerbaijan and
Greece at the parliamentary level and numerous meetings have been
held. Therefore, the study of bilateral interparliamentary relations is of
great relevance.

Greece has consistently shown support for Armenia at various
levels and a pro-Armenian position, including the bias shown by
Greece in the liberation of the occupied Azerbaijani lands from
occupation in 2020 and in local anti-terrorist measures carried out in
2023. Although Greek heads of state and government expressed their
respect for the fundamental norms and principles of international law

! Bliyev, I.H. Inkisaf mogsodimizdir [100+ cildds] / I.H. Oliyev. — Baki: Azarnosr, —
2017.-c.45.-s.51
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during official meetings held in Azerbaijan, Greece’s pro-Armenian
attitude has deeply undermined bilateral relations.

In addition to bilateral relations, it is important to examine
Azerbaijan-Greece relations in the context of international
organizations and institutions. Systematic study of the prospects of
relations at the multilateral level is extremely important.

The relevance of the topic for our country is that it is of great
importance to examine the position of Greece, located in the Balkan
region, on Azerbaijan based on Greek sources.

Since the “think tanks” operating in Greece play an important role
in making political and geopolitical decisions, studying the attitude
towards Azerbaijan in this country is consistent with the trends of the
modern international relations system.

The signing of the “Contract of the Century” on September 20,
1994, became a significant event in the history of our country. The
commissioning of the Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) project, the last
segment of the SGC, in late 2020, to deliver gas produced within the
framework of Shah Deniz-2 to EU gas importers, which adds value to
increasing Europe’s energy security, is of particular relevance in terms
of Azerbaijani-Greek energy cooperation. Azerbaijan plays an
important role in Europe’s energy security, and in this regard,
relations are strategic.

The breach of the agreement to acquire shares in DESFA (the
state-owned company that is the exclusive operator of the Greek
national gas transmission system) has significantly worsened the
positive business environment that was created due to the promotion
of economic relations between the two countries. The unfair,
unconstructive position and conjuncture interests of the Greek
SYRIZA (Coalition of the Radical Left) government and the European
Commission’s Competition Directorate have prevented SOCAR from
acquiring DESFA’s shares. It is of great importance to assess the main
factors negatively affecting cooperation in the energy sector between
Azerbaijan and Greece and to analyze the reasons that led to the
breakdown of the SOCAR-DESFA deal.

In Greece, tourism is not only a major contributor to GDP, but it
has also been identified as an important sector for employment
generation and new jobs. Mastering the theoretical and practical
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foundations of Greece’s achievements in the field of tourism is a
priority on the bilateral political agenda.

Numerous measures have been taken to expand and develop
relations between Azerbaijan and Greece in the fields of culture,
education and science. Studying the humanitarian field and analyzing
shared values is important in terms of deepening bilateral relations.

Systematic research into relations between Azerbaijan and Greece
in the field of diaspora is important not only for its positive impact on
bilateral relations, but also for the promotion of the realities of our
country in Greece.

Although articles and some studies on the subject were published
in Azerbaijan during the years of independence, there was no
scientific work covering the recent history of relations with Greece
and comprehensively examining the political, economic, and
humanitarian aspects of these relations, so there was a need to develop
the subject in a fundamental way.

President Ilham Aliyev's work “Azerbaijan’s Caspian Oil” was
used to discuss Azerbaijan’s energy diplomacy and the prospects for
transporting Azerbaijani gas to the West via Greece?.

In the collection of articles on the topic “Main directions of the
foreign policy of the Republic of Azerbaijan (1991-2016)”, N.Aliyev
examined Azerbaijani-Greek relations®.

In a collection of articles titled “25 Years of Independent
Azerbaijan Through the Eyes of Ambassadors”, Greek Ambassador to
Azerbaijan D. Tsoungas reviewed all aspects of relations between the
two countries®.

In Z.Adigozalov’s monograph “Political Relations of the
Republic of Azerbaijan with the European Union Countries (1991-
2006)”, relations with Greece are also separately touched upon in the

2 Amues, W.I. Kacnuiickas HepTh AsepOGaiimxana / WN.I.Ammes. — Mocksa:
Wssectus, — 2003. — 316 c.
% Oliyev, N. Azorbaycan-Yunamstan miinasibatlori // Azarbaycan Respublikasinin
xarici siyasatinin asas istigamatlori (1991-2016) (mogalslor toplusu) — Baki: Poliart,
—2017. —s. 517-520
4 Tsoungas, D.G. 25 Years of Independent Azerbaijan Through the Eyes of
Ambassadors. (Collection of articles) / Baku: BEST-TMS, — 2016. — p. 417-422
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context of studying the diplomatic history of Azerbaijan with the EU
countries for the years 1991-2006°.

M.Ismayilov analyzed the dynamics of the development of
bilateral relations in his article on ‘“Azerbaijan-Greece political
relations™®.

The analytical articles by R.Jafarli, E.Hajialiyev, |.Mirzabayli,
M.Yagubzadeh and E.Jafarli commented on the mutual visits of the
presidents of Azerbaijan and Greece and examined various aspects of
bilateral relations’.

The analytical articles by F.Huseynaliev, E.Fatullayev and
F.Baghirova analyzed the political and economic aspects of relations
between Azerbaijan and Greece®.

S.Parastatov examined Greece's foreign policy towards the
Caucasus after the collapse of the USSR, touched upon the close ties
between Greece and Armenia, and the problems arising in determining
the common vectors of relations between Azerbaijan and Greece®.

5 Adigézolov, Z.N. Azorbaycan Respublikasinin Avropa ittifaqi 6lkalori ilo siyasi
olagalori (1991-2006) / Z.N. Adigézalov. — Baki: CBS PP, — 2015. —s. 95-100
6 ismayilov, M. Azorbaycan-Yunanistan siyasi miinasibotlori // Geostrategiya.
Sentyabr-Oktyabr, — 2019, Ne 5 (53). —s. 45-50.
7 Coforli, R. Azorbaycan-Yunanistan olagolorinin daha da dorinlosmosi iiciin genis
imkanlar var // Azorbaycan. — 2009, 22 fevral. — s. 1; Hacialiyev, E. Azarbaycan-
Yunanistan slagolori ildon-ils inkisaf edir // Azorbaycan. — 2011, 17 aprel. —s. 2;
Mirzoboyli, 1. Azorbaycan-Yunanistan olaqolori qarsilighh etimad veo maraglar
miistovisinda geniglonir // Xalg. — 2011, 13 aprel. — s. 5; Yaqubzads, M.
Azorbaycan-Yunanistan oalagalori yeni marhaloys gadom qoyur // Xalg. — 2011, 10
aprel. —s. 1, 3; Coforli, E. Azorbaycanla Yunanistan arasinda darin tomallar tizorinds
qurulmus siyasi-igtisadi slagalor mévcuddur // Yeni Azarbaycan. — 2011,8 aprel. —
s. 3.
8 Hiiseynsliyev, F. Borularla oyun. TAP-a qars1 etirazlarin arxasinda ekologiya
qaygisi deyil, igtisadi vo geosiyasi amillor durur: [Elektron resurs] / Regionplus.az —
15.07.2017. URL.: http://regionplus.az/az/articles/view/6283; datymnaes, D. Meno
Kacmapa: criericiry0b1, OpriinanThl U KpoBb: [DnekTponHbIi pecype] / Haqgin.az
— 20 ®espans, 2018. URL: https://hagqgin.az/news/123223; Baruposa, ®. 1IPV:
I'permus momnepxkuBana teppopuctoB ASALA, a Cupust — PKK: [OnexrpoHHBIN
pecypc] / lnews.az - 24 SuBaps, 2017. URL:
https://1news.az/news/20170124032949913-TSRU-Gretsiya-podderzhivala-
terroristov-ASALA-a-Siriya-PKK
® MMapacraros, C.B. Buemmnsas nonuruka ['penuu Ha Kagkase nocne pacnaga CCCP
Il — sturopek: Bectauk [TJTY. Ne 4, 2008. — ¢. 350-353.
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Interviews with Azerbaijani Ambassador to Greece R.Mustafayev
helped analyze Azerbaijani-Greek relations®®.

I.Velizadeh, Z.Mehdiyev, E.Eminoglu, T.Gasimova, A.Hasanov
and R. Mammadov studied Azerbaijani-Greek relations before and
after the 2nd Karabakh War'!,

At the scientific conference organized by the Hellenic Foundation
for Europe and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP) in 2013 on the theme “A
New Era for Greece and Aczerbaijan”, R. Mustafayev’s reports
“Azerbaijan-Greece Relations in 2013: New Horizons for Bilateral
Cooperation Open” and ELIAMEP’s specialist on the Middle East and
Caucasus E. Venetis’ reports “Culture and Politics are Interconnected:
The Partnership of Athens and Baku” focused on the prospects for the
development of bilateral and multilateral relations between Azerbaijan
and Greece'?.

10 Pycramos, 3. Tlocon Paxman Mycradaes: «'pelys HOAAEPKUBAET CYBEPEHUTET
U TEPPUTOPHANBHYIO IEJIOCTHOCTh AsepOaiikana»: [DnextporHbi pecype] /
lnews.az — 08 Cenrsa0ps, 2011. URL: https://1news.az/news/posol-rahman-
mustafaev-greciya-podderzhivaet-suverenitet-i-territorial-nuyu-celostnost-
azerbaydzhana; @coydpn, I'. TpéoPrc Alepumaitlav: “Xe véa @don ot duepeic
oyxéoelg EANGSag-Alepumaitav”: [Hlextpovikdg mopog] / Briefingnews.gr. —
DePpovaplog 03, 2014. URL: https://www.briefingnews.gr/parapolitika/presvis-
azermpaitzan-se-nea-fasi-oi-dimereis-sheseis-elladas-azermpaitzan
11 Benusane, V. TpeyroibHUK MO-apMAHCKH. HacKoJIBKO J0JTOBEYHBIM OKaXkeETCs
TpexcTopoHHUH (Gopmar Apmenus - ['peunst — Kunp: [DnextponHsiii pecype] /
Region Plus. — 01 Oxkrs6ps, 2020. URL: http://regionplus.az/ru/articles/view/7204;
MexaueB, 3. IIpodeccop I[lanteona: Kapabax — wdacte AsepOaifmxana:
[OnexTponHBIii  pecypc] </ Axaraz @ — 14  Masa, 2020. URL:
https://ru.axar.az/news/politika/468767.html; Dmunornsr, D. U rpeveckre G0eBUKH
npuOBIIM HA BOWHY ¢ AszepOaimkaHoM: [DnekTpoHHbIH pecypc] / Haqqin.az — 08
OxTs6pst, 2020. URL: https://haqqin.az/oldage/191131; Kacumosa, T. B Kapabaxe
obHapyxeHbl Ooenpunackl u3 Upakckoro Kypaucrana: [DnexTpoHHBINH pecypc] /
Minval.az — 19 Oxtsa6ps, 2020. URL: https://m.minval.az/news/124045954;
T'acanoB, A. I'pedeckast HeOIaroqapHocTh: [DieKTpoHHbI pecypc] // 3epkano. — 12
Asrycra, 2021. URL: https://zerkalo.az/grecheskaya-neblagodarnost/; Maoypuévtop,
P.H. emdpevn nuépa g évtaong: [Hiektpovikog mopog] / Karfitsa.gr — Iovitog 25,
2020, c. 20 URL: https://www.karfitsa.gr/wp-
content/uploads/2020/07/831.pdf?fbclid=IwWAR1K5LW-
PIQXggyy5HLKPacfRcNxZf17SazL 1svIZVYBYrFLOQfsSIVMKSGI
12 Mustafayev, R. Azerbaijani-Hellenic Relations in 2013: Opening New Horizons
for Bilateral Cooperation / 10th issue of Middle East Mediterranean Report focuses
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A.Vassiliou, J.Ismayilov and G.Hasanova studied the historical,
political, economic and cultural relations between the two countries®2,

Important ideas on Greece’s relations with its neighbors in
Southeastern Europe, its position in the EU and NATO, the Balkan
region and the South Caucasus, as well as the prospects for the
development of Azerbaijan-Greece relations can be found in the books
and articles of T.P.Dokos, L.Tsoukalis, P.Tsakaloyannis, and
T.Couloumbis'*.

As a result of our research in Greek, English, and Russian, it has
been revealed that some events are presented from a pro-Armenian
perspective. After the April 2016 fighting, CNN's Greek bureau
correspondent M.Karkhilaki visited the conflict zone and filmed a
documentary that contradicted our national interests. The film featured
interviews with the leader of the separatist organization and so-called
officials™.

on Greek — Azerbaijani relations / Athens: ELIAMEP, 4/2 September-December —
2013, — p. 5-11; Venetis, E. Culture and Politics Interwoven: The Partnership of
Athens and Baku /Athens: ELIAMEP, 4/2 September-December. — 2013, — p.17-19
13 Vassiliou, A. Greek-Azerbaijan relations revisited: [Electronic resource] / Athens:
RIEAS, — June 15, 2014. URL: https://www.rieas.gr/researchareas/global-
issues/asian-studies/2162-greek--azerbaijani-relations-revisited-;  Ismayilov,  J.
Historic and Modern-Day Azerbaijani-Greek Cultural Relations, Challenges and
Suggestions: [Electronic resource] / Athens: RIEAS, — August 31, 2015. 12 p. URL:
http://www.rieas.gr/images/middleeast/eurasia/Azerbaijan18.pdf; Hasanova, G.
Azerbaijani-Greek relations: New vision: [Electronic resource] / Athens: RIEAS,
August 27, 2014. 7 p. URL: https://rieas.gr/researchareas/global-issues/eurasian-
studies/2254-azerbaijani-greek-relations-new-vision

14 Dokos, T. Who Lost Greece: The Geopolitical Consequences of the Greek Crisis
/I Athens: ELIAMEP Policy Papers, — 2012. (February) no. 18. — p. 5-6; Tsoukalis,
L. The Future of Greece in the European Union / Greece in Twentieth century.
Editors: Couloumbis, T. Kariotis, T. Bellou, F. London: Frank Cass. — 2003. — 336
p.; Tsakaloyannis, P. Greece: the limits of convergence / The Actors in Europe’s
Foreign Policy. Editor: Hill, C. — London: Routledge, — 2002, — 328 p.; Couloumbis,
T. Greece and the European Challenge in the Balkans // European Security in the
1990s: Problems of South-East Europe. Proccedings of the Rhodes Conference (6-7
September 1991). Chapter 11. The UN Institute for Disarmament Research
(UNIDIR). New York, 1992. p. 163-172

B Kopyirdxn, M. Naykopvo Kapapmdy Ztov povpo xfmo tov Kowkdcov:
[Hiextpovikdg mopog] / CNN  Greece. — NoéuPpiog 2, 2017. URL:
https://www.cnn.gr/nagorno-karabakh
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K.Pliakos, in addition to identifying the reasons for the criminal
case opened against Greek citizen G. Karampetyan, who organized
illegal trips to promote the separatist regime internationally, also
referred to the investigations of media resources that cast a shadow on
the international reputation and image of our country?®.

P.Antonopoulos commented on the Greek hackers’ destruction of
the Tirkiye parliament’s website and posting information dedicated to
Armenia during the 2nd Karabakh War, the opposition of Armenia,
Southern Cyprus and Greece against V. Bozkir, who was nominated
for the post of President of the 75th session of the UN General
Assembly for 2020-2021, and the fact that Greek Ambassador to
Azerbaijan N. Piperigos was among more than 40 diplomats visiting
Shusha, based on Armenian narratives?’.

Euronews correspondent |.Karagiorgas was engaged in spreading
disinformation and false information about the displacement of
100,000 Armenians, even though they voluntarily left the region as a
result of local anti-terrorist measures carried out in September 20238,

To study the rapprochement between Greece, Armenia and
Southern Cyprus and the reasons for intensive meetings and exercises

16 TIudxoc, K. To Naykopvo Kopopméy, to Adumt kot éva Siedvéc évioipa
SOANYMG pe EMANVIKO ypdpo: [HAektpovikog mopog] / CNN Greece. — Mdaptiog 08,
2018. URL: https://www.cnn.gr/focus/story/120665/to-nagkorno-karampax-ta-
lompi-kai-ena-diethnes-entalma-syllipsis-me-elliniko-xroma

17 Antonopoulos, P. Anonymous Greece hacks into Turkish Parliament website and
leaves message in support of Armenia: [Electronic resource] / Greekcitytimes.com —
October 08, 2020. URL: https://greekcitytimes.com/2020/10/08/anonymous-greece-
hacks-into-turkish-parliament/; Antonopoulos, P. Greece, Cyprus & Armenia make
historical move by blocking Turkey from leading UN General Assembly:
[Electronic  resource] [/ Greekcitytimes.com — June 10, 2020. URL:
https://greekcitytimes.com/2020/06/10/greece-cyprus-armenia-make-historical-
move-by-blocking-turkey-from-leading-un-general-assembly/;  Antonopoulos, P.
Greek Ambassador visits Nagorno-Karabakh on Azerbaijani propaganda tour:
[Electronic resource] [/ Greekcitytimes.com. — July 12, 2021. URL:
https://greekcitytimes.com/2021/07/12/nagorno-karabakh-propaganda/

18 Kapaywpyag, 1. Nayxdpvo-Kapaurdy: And ZemtéuPpio 10 Aleppmait(av Oa
gykataotnosl mAnbvoud oty mepoyn: [Hiextpovikog mopog] / Mdiog 29, 2024
URL: https://gr.euronews.com/2024/05/29/nagorno-karabakh-apo-septembrio-to-
azermpaitzan-tha-egkatastisei-plithismo
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in the military field against our country, articles by S.Arutyunyan,
M.Mkrtchyan and A Hovsepyan were consulted®®.

I.Gurbanov, who studied Greece’s gas policy during the SYRIZA
government and the problems arising in the privatization of DESFA,
examined the contradictions arising in energy relations between
Azerbaijan and Greece?,

In his article “US Strategy on the Southern Gas Corridor: The
Strategic Cooperation of Azerbaijan and Greece”, A.Livanios
examined the importance of projects implemented in the energy sector
for the future of the region. In his article “The Conundrum of the
Southern Gas Corridor: What are the Risks for Europe and
Azerbaijan?”, A.Livanios assessed the risks for Azerbaijan and
Europe in the context of transporting gas produced from the Shah
Deniz field to Europe?®.

The geopolitical and geoeconomic perspectives of the TAP
project were analyzed in the monograph “Strategic Imperative:

19 Apyrionsin, C. B suBape B EpeBaHe COCTOMTCS CAMMHUT IIPEMbEP-MUHHCTPOB
Apwmennn, I'penun u Kunpa: [Dnexrponssiii pecype] / Paguo Asaryrtion. — 05
Hosiops, 2019. URL: https://rus.azatutyun.am/a/30254744.html; Mxprusia, M.
Apwmenus, ['pennst u Kunp moxmucanyi TpeXcTOpOHHUI 00OpPOHHBIHN IUTaH EHCTBHI
Ha 2020_rox: [DnexrpoHHBIN pecypc] / Arminfo.info — 29 ®espans, 2020. URL:
https://arminfo.info/full news.php?id=49731&lang=2; Oscemsr, A. HoBsli
AHTHTYPEIKUA GPOHT U poiib ApMEeHHU: [DNEeKTpOHHEIH pecypc] / Armenpress.am —
11 HMrons, 2020. URL: https://armenpress.am/rus/news/1018069.html
2 Gurbanov, |. Greece appeared a “Gordian Knot” for Azerbaijan’s SOCAR:
[Electronic resource] / Energy Corridors Review. — September 15, 2015. URL:
https://energycorridors.wordpress.com/2015/09/15/greece-appeared-a-gordian-knot-
for-azerbaijans-socar/
2L Livanios, A. The Shale Gas Revolution and US Strategy on the Southern Gas
Corridor: The Strategic Cooperation of Azerbaijan and Greece / Azerbaijan and the
New Energy Geopolitics of Southeastern Europe. Editors: Assenova, M. & Shiriyev,
Z. Washington: The Jamestown Foundation. — 2015. — p. 203-231.; Livanios, A. The
Conundrum of the Southern Gas Corridor: What are the Risks for Europe and
Azerbaijan? The viewpoint of an insider // Paris: Actuelles de I’Ifri, Institut Francais
des Relations Internationales (IFRI), April 2013. p. 1-18.
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Azerbaijani Gas Strategy and the EU’s Southern Corridor” written by
T.Tsakiris and G. Rzayeva?,

The potential opportunities of the SGC were examined in the
monograph “The Southern Gas Corridor and its Importance for South-
East Europe”, edited by K.Andriosopoulos and G.Rzayeva 2.

Sh.Hajiyev’s research on energy security is dedicated to the
global importance of the commissioning of the TAP pipeline at the
end of 2020%,

The articles of Russian Greek scholars L.Khodov, Y.Kvashnin,
and A.Lubotskaya provided an opportunity to become closely
acquainted with the impact of the economic crisis on socio-political
life in Greece and the causes of the emerging difficulties®.

M.Qajar to the teaching of the Greek language at Baku Slavic
University, A.Alifli drew attention to the issues of cooperation
between Azerbaijan and Greece in the field of culture 2.

A.Mammadova investigated the activities of political parties in
Greece, and I.Mammadova investigated some aspects of the history of
the Greek language %'

22 Tsakiris, T., & Rzayeva, G. Strategic Imperative: Azerbaijani Gas Strategy and
the EU’s Southern Corridor / SAM Review — Baku: SAM Center for Strategic
Studies, — 2012 — 44 p.
23 Andriosopoulos, K. & Rzayeva, G. The Southern Gas Corridor and its Importance
for South-East Europe. New Era of Energy Transition / Energy Management Center
at ESCP Business School, — 2020. — 238 p.
24 Hajiyev, Sh. The news you possibly missed: TAP pipeline up and running:
[Electronic  resource] [/ Euractiv.com — November 19, 2020. URL:
https://www.euractiv.com/section/azerbaijan/opinion/the-news-you-possibly-
missed-tap-pipeline-up-and-running/#ea-comments
% Xonos, JI. I'peueckas 3koHOMHUKA: (aKTophl passuths // — Mocksa: CoBpeMeHHast
Espomna — 2008, Ne 1 (33) — c. 87-96.; Kpatunus, FO. Kpusuc B I'perun // — MockBa:
MupoBasi DxoHoMEKa U MexayHapoausie OtHourenust, — 2011. Ne 4, — ¢. 70-78.;
Jly6orkas, A.C. VIcTOKM ¥ NpUYIMHBI BHYTPUIIOIUTHYECKOTO Kpu3uca B I'pennn // —
Mockaa: [IpoGnembl HaroHaabHOU cTpaterun, — 2012, Ne 3 (12), —c. 7-21.
% Qacar, M. Baki Slavyan Universitetinin tarixindon // Baki: BSU-nun elmi oasarlori.
Ictimai-siyasi elmlor seriyast. — 2016, Nel. — s. 4-13.; Amudmu, A.P
CotpynuuuectBo AzepOaiimkana u ['pennu B obnmactu KynbTypsl // baky: Elmi is. —
2019, Ne 2 (3). —c. 78-80
2 Mommoadova, A. Yunanistanda siyasi partiyalarin faaliyyati / Yunanistan: Tarix,
Siyasat, Igtisadiyyat, Madoniyyat mdvzusunda elmi-praktik konfrans — Baki: Kitab
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One of the most interesting studies on the subject is I.Pilicev’s
book “Greeks in Azerbaijan”, published in Russian 22,

S.Zeynalova studied the ethnopolitical characteristics of the
Greek community that formed in Azerbaijan at the turn of the 19th
and 20th centuries?.

In his book “The Greeks of Azerbaijan” written by S.Angelis, the
settlement of Greeks in Azerbaijan and the subsequent period are
examined®C,

An extensive analysis and evaluation of the scientific literature on
the topic shows that there is a need for substantial and comprehensive
research to fill the gaps in this field and make generalizations.

Object and subject of research: The object of the research is
Azerbaijan-Greece relations in the modern era, and the subject is the
study of the formation, development dynamics and prospects of
Azerbaijan’s bilateral and multilateral political, economic and
humanitarian relations with Greece.

Research goals and objectives: The purpose of the study is to
examine Azerbaijan’s relations with Greece and to explore the
characteristics and directions of Azerbaijan’s cooperation with this
country. To achieve this goal, the following important tasks were
selected and implemented in the research work:

» To determine the scientific foundations and principles of the
process of development of political, economic and humanitarian
relations between Azerbaijan and Greece;

» To examine the theoretical and legal aspects of Azerbaijan’s
diplomatic and political relations with Greece after independence;

alomi — 05 Tyun, — 2004, — s. 103-107.; Mommodova, I. Yunan dilinin tarixino dair
bozi megamlar // Yunanistan: Tarix, Siyaset, Iqtisadiyyat, Modaniyyst mdvzusunda
elmi-praktik konfrans — Baki: Kitab alomi, — 05 Iyun, — 2004, —s. 112-115.
2 TIumumxes, U.X. T'pexu B Asepbaiimkane / I'pexu B AsepOaiiixane (COOpHHUK
crareil 1 BocnomuHanuii) — baky: Mza-so. Qanun, — 2015. — 3-14.
2 3eitnanosa, C.M. ®opmuposanue Esponeiickux obmmn na Kaskaze (XIX —
nepBas nosoBnHa XX BB.) / C.M.3elinanosa. baky: 13n-Bo.«Myrtapmxum» — 2010.
—300c.
30 Ayyehidng, =. Ov BAAnveg tov Alepumaitidv / =. AyypAidng. — @eccorovikn. —
2006, — 64 o.
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» To study the stages and main features of the establishment and
development of bilateral relations between Azerbaijan and Greece,

» To study the relations established between Azerbaijan and
Greece at the level of inter-parliamentary diplomacy and the current
state of cooperation;

» To study the position of Greece during the occupation of
Azerbaijani lands by Armenia, as well as the 2nd Karabakh War, the
local anti-terrorist operation, and the post-conflict period;

> To explore the directions of cooperation between Azerbaijan
and Greece within the framework of regional and international
organizations;

» To analyze the economic relations between Azerbaijan and
Greece, evaluate geoeconomic opportunities and reveal the
importance of hydrocarbon resources in the development of
cooperation in this area;

» To explore cooperation between Azerbaijan and Greece in the
context of European energy security;

» To examine the current state and development prospects of
trade and economic relations between Azerbaijan and Greece;

> To explore opportunities for cooperation in the field of tourism
between Azerbaijan and Greece;

» To analyze the directions and forms of cooperation between
Azerbaijan and Greece in the humanitarian and cultural fields;

» To explore the practical aspects of the diaspora factor in
Azerbaijani-Greek relations.

Research goals and objectives: The purpose of the study is to
examine Aczerbaijan’s relations with Greece and to explore the
characteristics and directions of Azerbaijan’s cooperation with this
country. To achieve this goal, the following important tasks were
selected and implemented in the research work:

» To determine the scientific foundations and principles of the
process of development of political, economic and humanitarian
relations between Azerbaijan and Greece;

» To examine the theoretical and legal aspects of Azerbaijan’s
diplomatic and political relations with Greece after independence;

» To study the stages and main features of the establishment and
development of bilateral relations between Azerbaijan and Greece,
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» To study the relations established between Azerbaijan and
Greece at the level of inter-parliamentary diplomacy and the current
state of cooperation;

» To study the position of Greece during the occupation of
Azerbaijani lands by Armenia, as well as the 2nd Karabakh War, the
local anti-terrorist operation, and the post-conflict period;

> To explore the directions of cooperation between Azerbaijan
and Greece within the framework of regional and international
organizations;

» To analyze the economic relations between Azerbaijan and
Greece, evaluate geoeconomic opportunities and reveal the
importance of hydrocarbon resources in the development of
cooperation in this area;

» To explore cooperation between Azerbaijan and Greece in the
context of European energy security;

» To examine the current state and development prospects of
trade and economic relations between Azerbaijan and Greece;

» To explore opportunities for cooperation in the field of tourism
between Azerbaijan and Greece;

» To analyze the directions and forms of cooperation between
Azerbaijan and Greece in the humanitarian and cultural fields;

> To explore the practical aspects of the diaspora factor in
Azerbaijani-Greek relations.

The main provisions put forward for defense. The following
scientific propositions were discussed in the dissertation:

% Analysis of the development of diplomatic and political
relations between Azerbaijan and Greece, showing the successful
prospects of these relations.

% In Azerbaijan’s foreign policy activities, the deepening of
cooperation with Greece in the political, economic, and cultural-
humanitarian spheres has had a positive impact on the development of
relations within the framework of the EU’s regional integration
programs.

% The opportunities for cooperation in the field of inter-
parliamentary diplomacy between Azerbaijan and Greece were used.

% Greece’s pro-Armenian position in the process of restoring
Azerbaijan's territorial integrity and sovereignty has had a negative
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impact on Azerbaijani-Greek relations.

% In Azerbaijan’s cooperation with Greece, attention has been
paid to multilateral relations, in addition to bilateral relations.

% Azerbaijan's cooperation with Greece in the energy sector is of
great importance both for the development of bilateral relations and
for ensuring Europe's energy security.

+¢ Studying and widely applying Greece’s rich experience in the
field of tourism can accelerate the flow of tourists to our country.

+ Plays an active role in expanding relations between Azerbaijan
and Greece in the humanitarian and cultural fields and in developing
other areas.

% The role of the diaspora factor in the development of bilateral
relations is very important.

Scientific innovation of the research. The formation and
development of relations between Azerbaijan and Greece has been a
constant focus of political science in Azerbaijan and has led to a
number of studies. However, for the first time, relations between
Azerbaijan and Greece in the political, economic and humanitarian
spheres have been studied at the level of a dissertation.

We can group the main scientific innovations of the dissertation
work as follows:

v' The dynamics of the development of Azerbaijani-Greek
relations and cooperation were investigated based on new facts and
sources;

v' The current state of Azerbaijan’s political, economic,
humanitarian and cultural relations with Greece was analyzed and the
prospects for the development of relations with Greece in the near
future were assessed,;

v The importance of Azerbaijan’s bilateral and multilateral
cooperation with Greece in the system of international relations was
analyzed and it was concluded that the development of cooperation
will further strengthen the place and role of our country in EU
projects;

v’ Energy security has been a priority on the political agenda in
Azerbaijan-Greece relations and this topic has remained relevant for a
long time;
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v’ Greece’s position on the problem of violation of the territorial
integrity and sovereignty of Azerbaijan was analyzed, the biased steps
and activities of the Greece-Southern Cyprus-Armenia trio against
Turkey were reviewed, and the support provided by Greece to the
occupying and aggressive Armenia at the political, economic,
military, cyber security, moral, humanitarian and diaspora levels, the
allocation of financial assistance, and its fundamentally negative
impact on Azerbaijan-Greece relations during the 2nd Karabakh War
were thoroughly investigated.

Theoretical and practical significance of the research. The
materials of the dissertation can be used in writing research papers,
monographs, textbooks and articles dedicated to the political,
economic and humanitarian relations of Azerbaijan with Greece, as
well as in the practical activities of state structures dealing with
foreign policy and international relations. The materials collected
during the research process will be useful in conducting lectures and
seminars on relevant issues in universities and in promoting the
foreign policy activities of the Azerbaijani state.

Approbation and application. The dissertation was discussed at
the Department of International Relations of Baku Slavic University
and recommended for defense. The main scientific propositions and
conclusions put forward in the dissertation have been reflected in the
author's scientific articles published in our country and abroad, as well
as in his reports at various international scientific conferences and
symposia.

The name of the institution where the dissertation work was
completed. The dissertation was completed at the Department of
International Relations of Baku Slavic University.

The structure of the dissertation. The structure of the research
paper is determined according to the nature of the topic. The
dissertation consists of a title page (335 characters), table of contents
(2,150 characters), introduction (28,558 characters), Chapter I (77,654
characters), Chapter Il (75,625 characters), Chapter Il (77,668
characters), and conclusion (13,952 characters). The total volume of
the dissertation consists of 190 pages of computer-written text,
275,942 characters, excluding appendices, graphics, and a
bibliography.
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Il THE CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION

The Introduction section of the dissertation work justifies the
relevance of the topic, gives the degree of development, defines the
object and subject of the research, theoretical foundations, research
methods, goals and objectives, and indicates the main provisions put
forward for defense, the scientific novelty, theoretical and practical
significance, approval, and structure of the work.

Chapter | of the dissertation is entitled “Azerbaijan-Greece
Political Relations” and consists of four subchapters. In the first
subchapter of the chapter, entitled “Theoretical, legal foundations,
stages of development and main features of diplomatic and
political relations between Azerbaijan and Greece”, the directions
and principles of theoretical, legal, historical and political relations
between Azerbaijan and Greece are determined, the geostrategic
position of Greece and Azerbaijan is considered, and the dynamics of
the development of bilateral relations after the restoration of
Azerbaijan's state independence is analyzed. The prospects for the
development of diplomatic and political relations between the states
located in the Balkan Peninsula and the South Caucasus are examined.

Greece's transit potential has expanded after Azerbaijan made a
firm decision to export its hydrocarbon reserves to the European
market through the territory of Georgia and Turkey. Taking this into
account, Greek diplomats took the initiative to organize meetings with
National Leader Heydar Aliyev and come to Baku for negotiations.

The intergovernmental documents signed during the meetings
with the Presidents of Greece, Konstantinos Stephanopoulos and
Karolos Papoulias, led to the further expansion of political dialogue
and raised bilateral relations to a qualitatively new level. President
Ilham Aliyev’s successful visits to Greece in 2004, 2009 and 2014
were significant in terms of maintaining peace and security in the
region and attracted the attention of a very wide audience®™.

The second sub-chapter of the first chapter, entitled “Azerbaijan-
Greece interparliamentary cooperation”, emphasizes that today, in

31 Mommodov, H. Hiiseynov, I. Azorbaycan vo Yunanistan arasinda siyasi vo
iqtisadi miinasibatlorin inkisaf etdirilmesinde Prezident ilham ®Oliyevin rolu // —
Bak1: Dovlot Idaragiliyi: Nozoriyys vo Tacriibo, DIA —2020. Ne 2 (70) —s. 121.
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the modern system of international relations, great importance is
attached to interparliamentary relations in establishing relations with
individual countries. From this perspective, Azerbaijani-Greek
interparliamentary cooperation is of great importance in terms of
parliamentary diplomacy.

The illegal visits of Greek parliament member A.Nerantzis in
2010 and G.Carnelli in 2016 to the occupied territories of Azerbaijan
seriously damaged bilateral relations2.

These visits by Greek parliamentarians were assessed as
unilateral steps contrary to the spirit of cooperation between
legislative bodies, served to encourage Armenia’s provocative actions
and further aggravate the already difficult situation.

During the 2nd Karabakh War, H.Maximos, who was the head of
the Greece-Azerbaijan interparliamentary friendship group in 2004-
2007 and later a member of the group, left the group in protest against
Azerbaijan's military operations in Karabakh and East Zangezur33.

In the third sub-chapter of the first chapter, entitled “Armenia-
Greece relations in the context of restoring the territorial integrity
of Azerbaijan”, Azerbaijan’s principled and consistent initiatives
within the framework of sovereignty and territorial integrity were
analyzed.

Armenia pursued military-political interests by establishing
contacts with Greece and Southern Cyprus and taking part in an
alliance against fraternal Tirkiye. The intensity of meetings held at
various levels within the framework of the trilateral format in 2019-
2020 shows that Armenia has sought to achieve new alliances in the
form of Southern Cyprus and Greece in order to strengthen its
aggressive policy and comprehensively defend itself.

In 2020, President Ilham Aliyev, while accepting the credentials

%2 “Onlarin qanunsuz sofori gorozli vo tohrikgidir” — XIN: [Elektron resurs] /
Qafqazinfo.az — 12 Aprel, 2016. URL: https://gafqazinfo.az/news/detail/onlarin-
ganunsuz-seferi-gerezli-ve-tehrikcidir-xin-143885
8 Anoydpnoe amd v KowvoPovievtiky] opdda o EAAGSac - Alepumaitiav o
Xapakomovrog: [Hiektpovikdg mopoc] / CNN Greece. — Oxtdfpiog 05, 2020. URL:
https://www.cnn.gr/politiki/story/237198/apoxorise-apo-tin-koinovoyleytiki-omada-
filias-elladas-azermpaitzan-o-xarakopoylos
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of Greek Ambassador N.Piperigkos, highlighted Azerbaijan’s firm
and principled position*.

From the beginning of Armenia's aggression against our country,
Greece was among the countries that stood by the occupier, violating
all principles of justice and humanism.

During the 44-day military operations, a huge wave of support for
Armenians was created in Greece, demonstrations were held on the
central streets almost every day, and biased materials were circulated
in the media. In these demonstrations, Greeks and Armenians called
on the world community to exert political and economic pressure on
Azerbaijan. The biased position taken by Greece has dealt a major
blow to relations with Azerbaijan. The Azerbaijani ambassador to
Greece has been summoned to Baku for consultations regarding the
situation®,

The visit of Greek Ambassador to Azerbaijan N.Piperigos to the
city of Shusha in 2021 caused debate in Armenia and Greece.

The 4th sub-chapter of the first chapter, entitled “Azerbaijan-
Greece relations at the multilateral level”, examines the issues of
cooperation between Azerbaijan and Greece in the context of regional
and international organizations.

Greece has a major role in the development and expansion of
relations with the EU. The EU is of great importance for Azerbaijan in
terms of the implementation of promising regional projects and as a
source of investment. This, in turn, allows Azerbaijan to pursue its
own independent policy, using its energy resources and developed
economic cooperation relations with the East and the West®.

In their political relations with Azerbaijan, most EU member
states act as representatives of the interests of this organization. The
same can be said about Greece. It should be especially emphasized
that Greece has diplomatic missions in all three South Caucasus

% Mnpxam AnueB o TpeyronbHuke ApmeHus - I'pemus — Kunp: [DieKTpOHHbIH
pecype] / Haqqin.az — 02 Centsi6pst, 2020. URL.: https://haqqin.az/news/188149
5 Azorbaycan Respublikasinin Xarici Islor Nazirliyinin Motbuat xidmot idarasinin
molumati:  [Elektron  resurs] / XIN. - Ne: 324/20. URL:
https://www.mfa.gov.az/az/news/6935/view
% Nuriyev, E. Conubi Qafqazin miiasir geosiyasatinds Azarbaycanin strateji rolu // —
Baki: Qarb Universiteti. EImi xoboarlor, 2011. Nel, —s. 15-31
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countries, and at the same time, these missions also perform various
functions of the EU%’,

The energy partnership between Azerbaijan and Greece
actually serves to solve the problems that have arisen in the global
and regional geopolitical plan. In terms of sovereignty, Azerbaijan
receives two important dividends from cooperation with Greece.
First of all, it brings closer relations with the EU, develops a
strategic partnership with it within a specific framework. Second, it
gains international guarantees to protect the country’s stability and
security. It is known that both aspects are currently relevant for all
states represented in the post-Soviet space®.

Over the past period, political relations between Azerbaijan
and Greece have developed intensively in a multilateral manner,
Cooperation between the two states has expanded within the
framework of the EU, BSEC, UN, Council of Europe, OSCE and
NATO.

Chapter 11 of the dissertation is entitled “Azerbaijan-Greece
Economic Relations”. The first subchapter of the chapter, entitled
“Cooperation between Azerbaijan and Greece in the Field of
Energy Security: Analysis of Geoeconomic Aspects”, emphasizes
that the problem of energy security is one of the most discussed and
constantly focused issues of the modern era.

Energy security currently has not only economic but also political
significance®. Energy security is one of the most important elements
of the national security concept of every country. Energy security is
the second most important component of state security policy after
national defense?C.

87 Voskopoulos. G. “Greek Foreign Policy in the Post-Cold War Era: Balancing
Between EU Institutionalization and Regional Challenges” / Balkans, Foreign
Affairs, Politics and Socio-Cultures. Editors. C. Yenigiin, F. Gjana — 2011, Tirana:
Epoka University Publications. — p. 435 — 456.
38 Asep6aiijxan-I'perust:  1Ba  acmeKkTa  CTPAaTerMYecKOro  HapTHEPCTBA:
[DnekTponnsnii  pecypc] /  Siaaz - 08  Uwomsa, 2014, URL:
https://sia.az/ru/news/analysis/419114.html
% Mammoadov, H.B. Xarici siyasat / H.Mammoadov. Baki: Elm, — 2019. — 324 s.
40 Kalicki, H.J. and Goldwyn, L.D. (eds.) / Energy and Security: Toward a New
Foreign Policy Strategy. Washington — Baltimore: Woodrow Wilson Center Press
with Johns Hopkins University Press, — 2005. — 640 p.
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After the discovery of the Shah Deniz field, the main task was to
bring Azerbaijani gas to the European market. After the choice was
made over TAP, Azerbaijani-Greek relations have an important role in
bilateral relations, in the EU context, as well as in ensuring regional
cooperation, security and long-term stability between the Balkans and
the South Caucasus. TAP, in addition to being the first large-scale
international pipeline to transport Azerbaijani gas, strengthens the
geopolitical role of Greece, as well as its economic development.
Cooperation in the energy sector is considered a very important factor
for the energy security of both Azerbaijan and Greece, as well as the
EU as a whole.

The dissertation also extensively analyzes the causes and
consequences of the problems arising from the privatization of
DESFA.

The second sub-chapter of the chapter, entitled “Current status
and development prospects of trade and economic relations
between Azerbaijan and Greece”, touches on the importance of
business circles getting to know each other, establishing trade and
economic relations, and business forums held in this direction, against
the backdrop of the crisis that has left a deep mark on the Greek
economy.

The dynamics of trade relations between Azerbaijan and Greece
in 2019-2023 are analyzed, and it is emphasized that the volume of
trade in the past period was not satisfactory compared to the potential
of the countries.

The Azerbaijan-Greece economic partnership is seen as a great
opportunity for both countries. Although Azerbaijan and Greece do
not share a common border, economic and geopolitical realities are
considered to be the main factors determining cooperation between
the two countries*.

The formation of cooperation in tourism, construction,
agricultural production, food industry, information technologies, use

41 T'yceiinos, M. DTanbl pa3BUTHA M OCHOBHBIE OCOOEHHOCTH IWIUIOMATHYECKHX H
MOJUTHYECKUX OTHOICHUH MexIy Asepbaiimkanom u ['penmeit // — Mocksa:
OrHocouuyM, — 2020. Ne 5, 143, —c. 66-79.
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of alternative energy sources, etc. serves to expand trade and
economic relations.

The main products exported from Greece to Azerbaijan are
pharmaceuticals, paper products, pipes, various furs and aluminum
profiles. It is also important for our country's businessmen to expand
their businesses in Greece. In Greece, successful work can be done in
energy, environmental protection, telecommunications, consulting,
and many other fields. In addition, it is desirable to apply the
experience gained by Greece in the pharmaceutical, construction
materials, and food industries to our country.

The third sub-chapter of the chapter, entitled “Cooperation
between Azerbaijan and Greece in the field of tourism”, reviews
the work done in the field of tourism in bilateral relations in
accordance with the Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of
Tourism between the Government of Azerbaijan and the Government
of Greece on April 7, 2005. Greece is one of the countries with which
Azerbaijan closely cooperates in the tourism sector.

The development of tourism in Greece began in the 1960s and
1970s, and the country took a leading position in the world. In the
following period, as the construction of hotels and other tourism
infrastructure facilities expanded, the number of tourists visiting the
country also began to increase. The Summer Olympics held in Athens
in 2004 gave a special impetus to this growth rate. This, along with
having a positive effect on the economy, also caused a certain tension.
In 2004, the budget deficit amounted to 6.1% of GDP, which was
more than 2 times the permissible figure for countries participating in
the eurozone®. In Greece, the tourism sector has been a more stable
and competitive sector of the economy during the crisis*®.

Chapter Il of the dissertation is entitled “Azerbaijan-Greece
Humanitarian Relations”. The first subchapter of the chapter,
entitled “The “Soft Power” factor in bilateral relations:
Cooperation between Azerbaijan and Greece in the fields of

42 Xomow, JLT. TI'peueckas skoHomuka mocie Omumnuiickux wurp // Mocksa:
Poccuiicknii Bremneskonomuyeckuii Bectauk — 2006, Ne 8 — ¢. 37-38.
43 Guduras, D. Economic Crisis and Tourism: Case of the Greek Tourism Sector // —
Dubrovnik: Economic Thought and Practice. Periodical of the University of
Dubrovnik — 2014, no. 2, — p. 614.
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Education, Science and Culture”, examines the issues of cultural
diplomacy and “‘soft power.”

Today, alternative (non-military and non-economic) sources of
influence on foreign policy are becoming increasingly important in the
system of international relations. In modern studies in this area, a
binary opposition has become widespread, that is, the concepts of soft
and hard power (“hard power” and “soft power”) are widely used
J.Nye, the author of the concept of soft power, considers soft power as
a way to achieve desired results in international affairs through
attraction, not coercion or monetary rewards**,

In 1997, an agreement was signed between the Government of
Azerbaijan and the Government of Greece on cooperation in the fields
of education, culture and science. In 2003, a Program on cooperation
in the fields of science, education and culture was adopted between
the Government of Azerbaijan and the Government of Greece for
2002-2005. In 2011, a Program on cooperation in the fields of science,
education and culture was adopted between the Government of
Azerbaijan and the Government of Greece for 2011-2013.

Teaching Greek in Azerbaijan is not only a national strategic
priority for Greece, but also a demonstration of "soft power." Through
the language, students learn about the history, mythology, philosophy,
and internal political structure of Greece®.

It is of great importance to study the cultural aspects of the policy
implemented between Azerbaijan and Greece and diplomacy in the
field of culture.

The second half of the chapter, entitled “The Diaspora Factor in
Azerbaijani-Greek Relations”, discusses the formation of the Greek
community in Azerbaijan, the establishment of the Greek
Philanthropic Society in Baku, the church, club, school, “Evripidis”
theater group, and the “Embros” (“Forward”) football team operating
under the society.

4 Nye, J.S. Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics / New York: Public
Affairs, — 2004, — p. 191.
4 Huseynov, I. Cultural and political aspect as a foundation key link in the
expanding relation between Azerbaijan and Greece // — Lviv: Visnyk of the Lviv
University, Philosophical and Political studies — 2020, Issue 31— p. 105-111.
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Directive No. 50215, signed by the USSR People's Commissar of
Internal Affairs N.Yezhov on December 11, 1937, marked the
beginning of the repression of Greeks living in Baku, the Greek
Philanthropic Society was closed, and all the values that united and
bound the Greeks were destroyed*®. The "Greek Operation" lasted
until April 15, 1938, and was distinguished by its particular
ruthlessness*’. The first deportation of Greeks, including Azerbaijani
Greeks, to special settlements in Northern Kazakhstan and Siberia was
carried out in 1942. In connection with the “goal of cleansing the
Black Sea coast and the Caucasus of politically unreliable elements,”
tens of thousands of Greeks were deported to southern Kazakhstan by
a decision of the Politburo of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union on May 17, 19494,

In 1994, at the initiative of the Greek Ambassador to Azerbaijan,
P. Karakasis, the Greek Cultural Center was established under the
embassy, and in 1997, with the establishment of the "Argo" Greek
society, it became possible to unite the Greeks of Azerbaijan after
decades.

In 2017, upon the joint application of members of the Azerbaijani
community and Greeks living in Thessaloniki, Greece, the “Qala”
Greek-Azerbaijani Friendship Society was established by the relevant
decision of the city court. Since its establishment, the “Qala” society
has been in close contact with the State Committee for Work with the
Diaspora.

As a result, the research was concluded and generalizations were
made, and on their basis, necessary proposals and recommendations of
a theoretical and practical nature were put forward. Cooperation
between Azerbaijan and Greece at the bilateral level, within the
framework of regional and international organizations has undergone
a certain period of development. Currently, consistent steps are being
taken to further expand this cooperation, and in the context of the EU,

4 Poccuifcknii rocynapcTBeHHbI apxuB Hobeimeit ucropuun (PTAHW), o
(Komuccus lIBepuuka), aeno 4, nucter 4-6.
47 Huseynov, I. Greeks in Azerbaijan: epochal look at history and modernity // —
Dnipro: Grani Scientific and Theoretical almanac. — 2020, Ne 5 — p. 60.
48 Poccuiickuii rocyIapCTBEHHBIN apXUB COLUAIBHO-TIONUTHYECKOH uctopun. ®. 17.
Om. 162, 1. 40. 1 185. Komwus.
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special importance is attached to the establishment of close relations.
The energy factor plays a major role in bilateral relations, and
relations in this direction are of a strategic nature.
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