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I. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DISSERTATION

Relevance of the topic and degree of development.
Researching the little-studied and obscure pages of the Homeland
history is one of the important tasks facing our historians. In this
regard, activities of Czarist Russia authorities and the Armenians
which planned and implemented for centuries to create an Armenian
state in Azerbaijani lands, is of particular importance.

Although some aspects of the issue were touched in the Rus-
sian-language studies of Soviet era, the problem hasn’t been studied
in Azerbaijan history. Using this, Armenian historians could master
the entire history of historical Azerbaijani lands, they called “Eastern
Armenia” and Christian melikates existing in these lands, and to pre-
sent to world history science as the “History of Armenia”.

Only after Azerbaijan regained its political independence
claims were made that this concept has no scientific basis, contains
false statements, and distorts historical reality. Despite the conducted
research, this issue hasn’t been specifically studied and a number of
important problems haven’t been fully investigated. This problem, of
special scientific and political importance needs new research. In this
regard, the dissertation is of special relevance.

Armenians, always protected by Czarist Russia in 18th - 1st
half of 19th centuries, became powerful means of pressure in the 2nd
half of 19th century in artificial “Armenian question” raised against
the Ottoman Empire by great powers.

Great powers always used the “Armenian card” to maintain
their positions in the South Caucasus, to secure their economic and
political interests. Unfortunately, even today, traditional policy regar-
ding the South Caucasus, especially Azerbaijan, rich in oil and gas
resources, is continued. Armenians, fully protected by their sup-
porters, tried to create a second Armenian state in the territory of
Azerbaijan, which they kept under occupation for nearly 30 years.
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev, has repea-
tedly and unequivocally declared to the world that Armenians once
created a state on the Azerbaijani lands covering Iravan and sur-
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rounding areas. Azerbaijan will not allow the aggressor Armenia to
create a second Armenian state on its territory.t

Our country’s consistent diplomatic struggle for liberating
native Karabakh from enemy occupation and bravery of Azerbaijani
army created a glorious history within a month and a half. As a result
of anti-terror measures of our army in Karabakh date of the inte-
gration of the Azerbaijani lands, which began in Patriotic War for
liberation of Karabakh, ended on September 19-20, 2023. On Octo-
ber 15, 2023, the State Flag of the Republic of Azerbaijan was raised
in Khankendi city, village founded by founder of Karabakh Khanate
Panahali Khan.

The idea of creating Armenian state in South Caucasus was not
a real plan of Czarist Russia. The empire used Armenians as a tool to
realize its strategic plans, to occupy the South Caucasus, including
Azerbaijani khanates, and consolidated in these lands. Main goal of
the dissertation is to study the causes, features, stages and conse-
quences of these activities on the basis of primary sources. Another
important goal has become a priority topic of Armenian historio-
graphy - false claims for belonging historical Azerbaijani lands “to
Armenians for centuries”, “Armenians majority in these lands”; non-
objective approach to question of belonging the territory of modern
Republic of Armenia and mountainous part of Karabakh; The goal is
proving and exposing on the basis of primary sources that the fake
Armenian history created for establishing an Armenian state at the
expense of Azerbaijani lands, is based on fabricated facts and has no
basis.

Although the researchers of the Soviet era of Azerbaijan -
A.Abdurrahmanov, H.Abdullayev, V.Leviatov, F.Aliyev? and others

! https://president.az/az/articles/view/11828 (28.05.2018)

2 A6nypaxmaHoB, A. AsepOaiikaH BO B3amMOOTHOIEHUsXx Poccuu, Typruu u
Upana / A.A6nypaxmanoB. — baky: “Usn. AH Azep6., CCP”, — 1964. — 98 c.; AG-
nymnaes, I'. AzepGaitimxan B XVIII Beke u B3auMooTHomIeHUs ero B Poccueii /
I'.A6mymnaes — baky: “Usn. AH Asep6., CCP”, — 1965. — 621 c; Jlesuaros, B.
Ouepku u3 ucropun Asepbaiimxana B XVIII Beke / B.JleBuatoB. — baky: “Uszn.
AH Azep6., CCP”, — 1948. — 228 c.; Anues, ®. Muccus mociaHHUKA PyCCKOTO TO-
cynapctBa A.Il.Bonbiackoro B Aszepbaiimkane (1716-1718) / ®.Anues. — baky:
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studied in detail issues as economic, socio-political situation of the
18th century, Azerbaijan’s position in Russia’s Eastern policy, etc.,
the problem remains untouched.

Beginning from the end of the last century, historical works
that did not serve the ideology of the time and presented historical
events more objectively began to be written. J.Mustafayev’s rese-
arch® published in that period based on primary sources studied
military marches of Russian troops to Azerbaijan at the end of 18th
century and showed Armenians’ activity in capture of Derbend.

In the monograph presented by S.Kerimova®, for the first time
was studied Armenians’ role in formation of the occupation policy of
Czarist Russia in the South Caucasus in the 18th-19th centuries.

The researches of T.Mustafazadeh should be specially men-
tionned in illumination of the invasion policy of Russian Empire in
South Caucasus, including Azerbaijan in the 18th century. The work
“Azerbaijan and Russian-Turkish relations in the first half of the 18th
century” ® written by the author on the basis of primary sources,
covered the events related to march of Peter | to Caspian provinces in
detail, and for the first time, the role of religious-ethnic factors in
invasion policy of Czarist Russia in these marches was shown. In
another research of the author®, in Alimurad Khan’s bargain, who
seized power in Iran in the 80s of 18th century, with the Russian
ruling circles on the distribution of Azerbaijani lands, and the crea-
tion of the Armenian state was also discussed. In recent investi-
gations of T.Mustafazadeh’, Armenian factor in the South Caucasus,

Onm, — 1979. — 122 ¢; Anues, @. Asepbaiimkano-pycckue oTHomeHus B X V-XIX
BB / ®.Anues. — baky: Oim, — 1985. — 158 c.

3 Mycragaes, Jlx. Cesepuble xaHctBa Asepbaiimkana u Poccus. (xomen XVIII-
Havano XIX B) / Jlxx.Mycracdaes. — baky: Omnm, — 1989. —128 c.

4 Karimova, S. Garizmin Azarbaycanin iggalinda va miistamlakagilik siyasatinds
ermani siyasatbazlarinin rolu / S.Korimova. — Baki: Azarnogr, — 1995. —192 s.

5 Mustafazada, T. XVIII ylzillik-X1X yuzilliyin avvallarinds Osmanli-Azarbaycan
munasibatlari / T.Mustafazads. — Baki: EIm, — 2002. — 372 s.

¢ Mustafazada, T. XVIII ylzillik-X1X yuzilliyin avvallorinde Osmanli-Azarbaycan
munasibatlori / T.Mustafazads. — Baki: Elm, — 2002. — 372 s.

" Mustafazada, T. Avropa diplomatiyasinda “ermoni masalosi” vo ya TUrkiyani bo-
lusdlirmok plami (Rusdilli sonadlor asasinda) / T.Mustafazads. — Baki: Turxan, —
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emergence of the “Armenian case” in European diplomacy and other
issues were highlighted, also attempts for creation a Georgian-
Armenian tsardom in South Caucasus under protection of Peter | and
the role of local Christians in implementation of the South Caucasus
policy of Catherine 1l government were also clarified.

In the researches of S.Hajiyeva and G.Mammadova®, new in-
formation was given on the basis of archival materials related to
plans for the creation of a state for Armenians during Russia con-
tracted a bargain with Alimurad Khan, who seized power in Iran in
1880s, V.Zubov’s military campaign to Azerbaijan and the problem
was approached from a new perspective.

In a number of investigations that appeared at the end of 20th -
early 21st century, scientific studies related to exposure of the
groundless territorial claims of Armenian historians to Azerbaijan,
mass relocation of Armenians to Northern Azerbaijani lands and
other important issues were revealed. ° Among the studies of the
period, the work co-authored by V.Arzumanly and N.Mustafa®® is
worth mentioning. For the first time, Armenians’ efforts to create a
state at the expense of Azerbaijani lands were briefly touched in the
monograph.

2015. — 352 s.; Mustafazadoe, T. Ermoni mosalesi”ndon ermoni terrorizmina /
T.Mustafazada. — Baki: Turxan, — 2016. — 140 s.

8 Tapxuesa, C. Asep0aii/xan BO BHENIHEH MOJMTUKE ITPABUTENLCTBA EXaTepuHbl
I / C.TamxueBa. — baky: DM, — 2004. — 148 c.; Mamenosa, I'. O noxoxe B.3y6o-
Ba B AzepbOaiixan 1796 r. / "Mamenosa. baky: Onm, — 2003. — 91 c.

® Anues, U. Haropusiii Kapa6ax: ucropus, daktsl, coobitus / M. Anues. — Baky:
Onm, — 1989. — 104 c.; Bepauera, X. Ilepecenenueckas MONMUTHKA Poccuiickoit
nmnepun B CeBepHoM AsepOaimxane (XIX mawame XX BB.) / X.Bepauesa. —
Baky: Aunraii, — 1999. — 298 c.; Kogorli, T. Qarabag / T.K6¢arli. — Baki: Elm, —
2016. — 472 s.; Bepmuena, X. «PomocnoBHas» apMsiH U ux Murpanus Ha KaBkas ¢
Bankan /. X.Bepnuesa, P.I'ycenn-3ane. — baky: Enm, — 2003. 168 c.; Kynuesa, B.
Pons ¥ mo3unms MycCyJIbMaHCKOTO JIyXOBEHCTBA B COLMAILHO-TIONIUTHYECKOH M
KyJIbTypHOH >kn3Hu A3sepOaiiikana B koHne XIX-nauame XX BB. B pakypce ap-
MSHO-a3epOaiPKaHCKUX nonuTudecknx oTHomeHud / B.Kymmesa. — Baky:
Hypman, — 2003. — 371 c.; Xalilli, X. Qarabag: etnomonovi inkisaf tarixi / X.Xalilli.
— Baki: Giinos, — 2006. —79 s.

10 Arzumanli V. Tarixin qara sohifolori. Deportasiya. Soyquim. Qagqmliq /
V.Arzumanli, N.Mustafa. — Baki: Qartal, — 1998. — 280 s.
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Generalized histories of Azerbaijan!! also touched on certain
points related to the topic.

In the works of V.Umudlu and A.Mammadli'?, the occupation
of Northern Azerbaijan by Czarist Russia and the struggle of the
Azerbaijani people against colonialism, the arrival of Armenians in
the South Caucasus and other issues were investigated.

In the joint research of Y.Mahmudov and K.Shukurov about
the history of Karabakh and Nakhchivan?®, the real facts about the
occupation of the region by Czarist Russia, the resettlement of
Armenians and the history of the Christian meliks have been
revealed. In K.Shukurov’s monograph dedicated to the history of the
Turkmenchay Treaty, the relocation of Armenians to the territory of
Azerbaijan occupied by Russia and its consequences were analyzed.
In recent investigations of the author, the issues of the creation of the
Armenian state on the Azerbaijani lands were analyzed, and it was
noted that the provisions of the Armenian historical literature about
them have no scientific basis and are a myth with political goals. *

Another researcher, M.Suleymanov, in his work written mainly

11 Azorbaycan tarixi (uzaq kegmislordon 1870-ci ilo godor). (S.Oliyarlinin redaktosi
ilo.) — Baki: Azorbaycan, — 1996. — 872 s.; Azorbaycan tarixi (7 cildds), (XI-XVIII
asrlor). — Baki: Elm, — Il cild — 1999. -584 s.; Azorbaycan tarixi (7 cildds), (XIX
asr).— Baki: Elm, — IV cild — 2000. — 508 s.

2 Umudly, V. Simali Azorbaycanin ¢ar Rusiyasi torafindon isgali vo muistomloko-
cilik oleyhino mibarizo (1801-1828) / V.Umudlu. — Baki: Elm, — 2004. — 184 s;
Mommadli, A. Ermanilarin gercok tarixi / A.Mommoadli. — Baki: Elm, — 2005. —
436 s.

13 Mahmudov, Y. Qarabag. Real tarix. Faktlar. Sonadlor / Y.Mahmudov, K.Siiki-
rov. — Baki: Elm, — 2005. — 380 s; Mahmudov, Y. Naxg¢ivan: tarixi vo abidslori /
Y .Mahmudov, K.Siikiirov. — Baki: Tshsil, — 2007. — 216 s.

14 Siikiirov, K. Tiirkmoncgay — 1828: Tarixi xronika (ixtisarla) / K.Siikiirov. — Baki:
Casioglu, — 2006. — 188 s.; Yens onun: Azarbaycan torpaqlarinda Ermonistan dov-
Iati neco yaradildi: Tarixi, naticalari vo Azarbaycanin miiasir baxist // — Xalq ge-
zeti, — 2019, 23, 24, 26, 30 aprel, 19 may.; Yens onun: Bir ermani tarix mifinin do
sonu: Isarail Ori vo ermoni azadliq harokati haqqinda // Qarabag Azadliq Toskilati
“Qarabag diinon, bu gin vs sabah” / 19-cu elmi-omoli konfransin materiallari.
Baki: — 2020. — 214 s. —5.117-121.
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on the basis of Russian and Persian-language literature®, inves-
tigated the roots of Armenian nationalism and aggression, and cla-
rified the source of Armenians’ baseless claims to Azerbaijani lands.

In the dissertation submitted by A.Abbasova®® to receive the
title of Doctor of philosophy in history, religious and ethnic factors
in Peter I’s aggression policy against the South Caucasus were
investigated.

The monograph on the history of the lIravan khanate, the
product of the collective work of the Institute of History prepared
under the guidance of Y.Mahmudov !’ should be mentioned in
particular. In the book, based on primary sources with irrefutable
facts such important issues as being of the Iravan khanate ancient
land of Azerbaijan, the occupation of it by Czarist Russia and the
resettlement of Armenians, the creation of the “Armenian province”,
the mass Armenianization of historical place names belonging to
Azerbaijanis, etc. are illuminated.

Armenian falsifications were exposed with solid facts in the
researches of G.Hajiyev, Z.Hajiyeva, R.Huseynzadeh?8,

In Y.Mahmudov’s work, which exposes the fictitious “Ar-
menian history” 1° with solid facts, it is emphasized in particular that
there was never a state called “Greater Armenia” in history, and that
this concept was invented later by Armenian forgers in order to claim
the lands of Azerbaijan, Turkey and Georgia.

15 Stileymanov, M. Ermoni millatgiliyi vo tocaviizkarligi tarixindon / M.Slley-
manov. — Baki: Harbi nosriyyat, — 2008. — 398 s.

16 Abbasova, A. XVIII asrdo Rusiyanin Conubi Qafgaza qars: isgalciliq siyasetindo
dini-etnik amillar: / Tarix elmlari namizadi alimlik dsracasi almaq Ugiin tagdim
edilmis dissertasiyanin avtoreferati /. — Baki: 2009. — 27 s.

7 frovan xanhg1. Rusiya isgali vo ermonilorin Simali Azorbaycan torpaqlarma
kdglrulmasi /' Y.Mahmudov [va b.]. — Baki: Casioglu, — 2009. — 576 s.

18 Hacryev Q. Qarabag tarixi / Q.Haciyev. — Baki: Toknur, —2014. — 228 s
Haciyeva Z. Raffi vo onun Qarabag haqqinda mifik mslumatlar1 // RU Xabarlor
Nel. — Baki, 2013. —5.65-70.; I'yceiinzane, P. Kaska3s u apmsne / P.I'yceiinzazne. —
baky: [Teuatnsiii nom «Anactpodd», — 2014, — 486 c.

19 Mahmudov, Y. “Real tarix vo “Boyiik Ermonistan uydurmasi”/ Y.Mahmudov. —
Baki: Turxan, — 2014. — 144 s.
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In his research, 1.Hajiyev?® confirmed that the foundation of the
future Armenia was laid with the creation of the so-called “Armenian
province” and that the pro-Armenian policy was implemented
starting with Peter I.

During the investigation of the problem, the works of Turkish
historians were also used. In the works of F.Kirzioglu and I.Heremi?!
the fact of relocation of Armenians and other ethnoses from the
Ottoman territory to the Azerbaijani lands captured during the Sa-
favi-Ottoman wars at the end of the 16th century was reflected. Alt-
hough another researcher, E.Uras, in his large-scale monograph??
focuses on bringing the “Armenian issue” to the agenda in the
international world, but some space is also devoted to the projects
designed for the creation of the Armenian state.

Although K.Beidilli’s 2® article covered the relocation of
Armenians from Eastern Anatolia to Russia in 1828-1829, it was not
even mentioned that the territories where the Armenians resettled
were occupied Azerbaijani lands.

Among the Russian-language studies on the subject, is worth
noting first of all the works of diplomats, soldiers and other officials
who were direct participants in Russian troops’ marches to the South
Caucasus.?* In these studies, marches of Russian troops to Azerbaijan

2 Tamkuen, Y. TeppuTOpHAIbHBIE TIPUTA3aHUS U KPOBABBI MPECTYIUIEHUS € apMSIH
npotuB AzepOaiimkana / U.I'amkues. — Mocksa: «Cronuna», — 2016. — 182 c.

2L Kirzioglu, F. Osmanlhilarin Kafkas ellerini fethi (1451-1590) / F.Kirzioglu. . —
Ankara: “Turk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi”, — 1976. — 552 s.; Rohimizads, Tbrahim
(Horomi). Osmanli ordusunun Azorbaycana yiiriislori (XVI asrin sonu). (Nosro
hazirlayan, én soziin vo serhlorin miiallifi: Rauf Seyxzamanli). / I.Rohimizade. —
Baki, — “Nurlan”, — 2007. — 218s.

22 Uras, Esat. Tarihte Ermeniler ve Ermen1 Meselest. Istanbul, 1987. / E.Uras. —
Istanbul: “Belge yaymlar1”, — 1987. — 798 s.

23 Beydilli K. 1828-1829 Osmanli-Rus savasinda Dogu Anadoludan Rusiyaya
kocirilen ermeniler // — Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu, Belgeler, Tirk Tarih
Belgeleri Dergisi, — 1988, cilt XIII, say1: 17°den ayr1 basim, — s. 365-478.

24 YTBepkIeHHe pycckoro BiamerdectBa Ha Kamkasze [B 3-x 11.] / Ilom pen.
B.ITotro. —Tudmnuc: Tunorpadus SI.M. JIubepmana, — T 1. — 1902. — 308 [X] c.;
Tudnuc: Tunorpadus .M. Jlubepmana, — T 2. — 1902. — 527 [XV] c.; [TorTo B.
KaBkasckast BoifHa B OTIENBHBIX OYEpKax, SMU30/1aX, JIETeHAaxX 1 onorpadusx: [B 5
tomax] / B.ITorro. — Cankr-IlerepOypr: Tun. E.EBnokumona, — 1887. Tom II, —
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under the leadership of Peter | and V. Zubov, two-faced activities of
Armenians, can be traced. Chapter VI of S.Solovyov’s work ?°
dedicated to the activities of Peter is called “Peter I in the Caspian
Sea”. The author, who widely benefited from G.Ezov’s work, gave
wide space to the issues such as the march of Peter | to the Caspian
coastal regions, his relationship with the Christian population,
especially the Armenians, etc.

Although the intervention of the Russian Empire in the South
Caucasus during the time of Peter | and successors, the international
situation of the period is studied in the works of some Russian-
speaking authors of the Soviet era?®, they rather justify the occu-
pation policy of the empire than the true nature of this intervention.
For instance, V.Listsov studied in detail the economic and political
reasons for Peter I’s march to the Caspian coastal regions, and even
called chapter 11l of the work “The establishment of the Georgian-
Armenian tsardom under the protection of Russia”.

Among the authors of the Soviet era, O.Markova?’ illuminated
Russia’s South Caucasus policy in the 18th century and the inter-
national situation of the time based on the rich archival documents
presented in her monograph. In the work, one can trace the
preparation of the idea of creating a state for Armenians in the palace
of Catherine 1. However, in accordance with the requirements of the

821 c.; B.Ilotro. — Cankr-IletepOypr: Tun. E.EBgokumona, —1888. Tom 111, — 728
c; bytkos, I1. Matepuainsl ans HoBoil ucropun Kapkasza ¢ 1722 mo 1803 r. [B 3-x
yactsix] / I1.byrkoB. — Cankr-IlerepOypr: Tum. umn. AH, —u. 1. — 1869. — 548 c.;
I1.ByTkoB. — Cankr-IlerepOypr: Tumn. umn. AH, —u 2. — 1869. — 601 c.; [1.byTkos.
— Cankr-Ilerepoypr: Tum. umn. AH, — g 3. — 1869. — 620 c.; yoposun, H.
HWcropus BoiiHBI 1 BiagsrdecTBa pycckux Ha Kaskase. [B 6- v 1T.] / H.[lyOpoBuH.
— Cankr [TetepOypr: Tun. U.H. CkopoxomoBa, — . III. — 1886. — 550 c.

% Conosbe, C. Utenne u pacckaswl 110 uctopuu Poccun /. CocT., U BCTYyIL CT.
C.C.Amutpuena; Komm. C.C.[Amutpuena u JLII.JoitnukoBoii; un. B.B.JIykamosa
— Mocksa: «IIpaBna», — 1989. — 768 c. u u.

% Cmupnos, H. TMonmutuka Poccun na Kaskaze XVI-XIX BB /. H.CMupHOB. —
MockBa: «M3x., conuaibHO-3KOHOMHYECKOH suTeparyps», — 1958, — 244 c;
JIsictioB, B. Ilepcunckuit moxon Ilerpa I/ B.JIpicnoB. — Mocksa: «M3x. MI'Y», —
1951. - 246 c.

2 Mapxkosa, O. Poccus, 3akaBkasbe ¥ MeXIyHapoHble oTHoeHus B X YIII Bexe /
0O.MapkoBa. —-Mocksa: «Hayka», — 1966. — 322 c.
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time, the Czarist Russia’s occupation policy and its true purpose
remain unexplained.

In the works of Armenian authors who wrote in Russian during
the Soviet era®®, the ancient lands of Azerbaijan are presented as
“ancient Armenian territory” claiming that the 18th century
“occupies an important place in the history of the Armenian people,
especially in its struggle for freedom”, and that Armenians “had a
state with a vast territory”. Events taken place in the region in the 80s
of the 18th century, Armenians’ relations with Russia, and the plans
to create a state on the Azerbaijani lands are widely reflected in the
works of A.R.loannisyan?. The author did not hesitate to falsify the
onomastic materials, presented in the archival documents he added at
the end of his book.

During the coverage of mass relocation of Armenians from the
Qajar state and the Ottoman Empire after the invasion of the
Khanate, giving them special privileges and placing them in the most
fertile and most useful lands and other issues, the works of Armenian
and pro-Armenian Russian authors who wrote in Russian®® were also
included in the research. These works have been critically
approached and the historical facts that the authors passed over in
silence have been clarified.

28 Apytionsn, I1. OcBoOoAUTENLHOE ABMXEHHE APMAHCKOIO HAPOAA B MeEPBOM
yerBeptn XVIII Bexa / Il.ApyrionsH. — Mocksa: «M31.-Bo AkajgeMuun Hayk
CCCP», — 1954, — 504 c.; T'anosin. I'. Poccust u Haponst 3akaBkasbs / I'.['amosH. —
Mocksa: «Msicib», — 1976. — 445 c.; Uctopus apmsiHckoro Haposga / Iloa.pen.
M.I"'Hepcucsin — EpeBan: «M3n-Bo EpeBanckoro Yuus-tan, — 1980. — 460 c.;
WNoannucsa, A. Nocup Omun / A.NoannucsH. — Epesan: “UznmarensctBo AH
Apwmsiackoit CCCP”, —1989. — 174 c.

2 HNoannucsn, A. Poccus u ApMSIHCKOE 0CBOOOAMTENFHOE NBHXKEHHE B 80- X T.
XVIII Bexe // A.MoannucsH. — Epesan: «13n-80 AH Apm. CCP», — 1947. — 159 c.
% Enukononos, U. I'puboenos u Bocrok / U.Ennkononos. — Epesan: «Alinerpar»,
—1954. — 200 c.; I'puboenos, A. 3amucka o nepecesieHuy apMsiH u3 Ilepcuu B Ha-
mmm o6nacty // CounHeHHs B IBYX TOMax, T.2. — MockBa: M3narensctBo «IIpas-
na», — 1971, — 368 c.; TaBakansu, H. Ilepecenenne apmsia n3 Ilepcun u Typrun B
3akaBka3pe mociie npucoeguHeHus Bocrounoit Apmennn k Poccun // Uctopuko-
¢dunonoruueckmii xxypuan AH Apm. CCP. — Epean: «/131-80 AH Apm. CCP», —
1978, Ne3(82), — ¢.26-40; Tynsu, B. Bocrounas Apmenuss B coctaBe Poccuu
(1828-1853 rr.) / B.Tynsin. — EpeBan: «Aitactan», —1989. — 171 c.
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On the eve of the collapse of the Soviet empire and in the
period after it, Armenian “authors” 3! adhering to the concept of wri-
ting the Azerbaijani lands as “historical Armenia” and appropriating
the history of the Christian meliks of Karabakh created a false history
for themselves.

Armenian-language works were also used during the research
of the topic. The work of the Armenian priest Yegishe Qeghamyan
was published in 1915 in the Armenian language, and in Baku in
1917 in abbreviated form in Azerbaijani Turkish®. The work
contains other information about the use of Armenians as a tool in
the implementation of the Eastern policy of the Russian Empire, the
“selflessness” shown by Armenians to the Russian army during the
occupation of Eastern Anatolia (1828-1829) etc.

The works of Yervand Shahaziz and Vladimr Grigoryan, one
of the Armenian authors of the Soviet era, are dedicated to the
history of the city of Iravan and the Khanate of Iravan®. Although
most of those works did not avoid the traditional Armenian disease,
the authors had to admit historical truths in some cases.

31 Manyksn, E. TIponecc KoHCOMUANM apMAHCKOTo Hapoja B BocTounoit Apme-
Hun B KoHIe 20-pix rogoB XIX Beka / aBTOpedepar AMCCepTalMU KaHIHIATa
ucropuiaeckux Hayk / — EpeBan, —1992. — 26 c; AnansH, )K. ApMsIHCKHI TpoCBe-
tutens Mocud Omue // — HoBas u HoBeimas uctopus, — 1998, Nel, — ¢.148-163;
TynsH, B. «3amuTHIK oTeuecTBay — KaToJIMKOC Bcex apMsiH Hepcec Amrapakenu.
1826-1857 rr. / B.Tynsn. — EpeBan: «C. Dumuanzuny, —2007. — 440 c.; MaransH,
A. Apiaxckue MenukcTBa U Menukckue qoma B XVII-XIX BB. / A.MaransH. —
Epesan: «BMB-IIPUHT», — 2012. — 240 c. + 32 c. wur.; TynsH, B. IIpuctpactue
AzepOaitixkana k ucropun Apmenun: Mudsl u peamue / B.Tynsn. — Epesan:
«WuctutyT ucropum», — 2013. — 298 c.; Hanasn, C. K Bonpocy o Kypakckom
Tpakrate 1805 roma B pyCCKO-IEPCHACKHX OTHOUICHHSX M apMSHCTBE Apraxa-
Kapabaxa // — Gplhwt: Ukupny Uwownng Lpunnt — 2019, — 295 k5. —¢.21-34.
2 Qhnuljwt, k. Zwbkph wquuwugpuluwbh swupdndubph ¢ gupnd /
Qbnudjwi k. — Pupni: — 1915, — 320 Le.; Gegamyan E. XIX osrdo ermoni azad-
liq harokatlari / E. Gegamyan. — Bak1: “Ag¢iq s6z”, — 1917. — 150 s. // AMEA Tarix
Institutunun Elmi Arxivi, Inv: AXC -4152.
% 8kpJwty Cwhwghq: Zht Bplwbp: Gplwh: Ukpnyut $nunh - 1931 -
262 bty.; Aphgnpubt, 9. Bplwih puwbmpmoibp 18-py nuph Jbpenud /
9.9phgnpyuit. — Gplhwb: 200N QU hpuwn, — 1958, —228 te.
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As a bright manifestation of the preservation of the ethno-
cultural heritage of the ancient Albanian state, the Armenianization
of the history of the Albanian meliks in Karabakh and Zangazur and
the falsification of their ethnic identity have been the leading theme
of all Armenian-speaking historiography since the end of the 19th
century.

The events that took place in Karabakh in 1722-1734 and the
history of individual melik families were presented in accordance
with the Armenian claims in volumes Il and 111 of the selected works
“History of the Armenian People” (in 13 volumes) by Arakel Ba-
bayan called Leo3*. Ashot Hovhannisyan falsified the history of
Karabakh meliks and presented them as “forerunners of the Ar-
menian national liberation movement” in volume I of his two-volume
book “Essays on the History of Armenian Liberation Thought”®®. In
Armen Ayvazyan’s large-scale book “Demography of Eastern Ar-
menians in the 17th-18th centuries and the number of the Armenian
army in the 1720s”, published in Yerevan in 2022, mainly events
taking place on the Azerbaijani lands (lravan, Nakhchivan, Zangezur
and Karabakh) called “Eastern Armenia” in the first half of the 18th
century, including the demographic situation, are falsified and
presented?.

In the works of English-speaking authors A.Muriel and
G.Bournoutian®’, an Armenian of Iranian origin, is claimed that the

% Lkn. Zuyng wwwdmpnib. / Lkn. — h. Il Bplwl: Zwjwunwb
Zpunwpulsnipynil — 1967 — 393 Ly.; Lhn: Zwjng ywwdnipinil. // Lkn. — h.
I, Bphwl: 2UUL QU hpuwn., — 1968 — 1120 by.

% ‘njhwbthywh, Upnwn.  Ipjugibp  hwy  wquuugpujub  dnph
wuudnipyui. // U, Zndhwtthuyjwt — Shpp |, Gphw: - Zugjulwt UUL @U
Zpunwpuwlsnipnil, — 1957 — 526 k.

% Upjuquub, Updkh. Upbkjwhwynipjub dnnnyppugpnipjniip XVI-XVIII
nupbkpnid b huyng qonpph pquljuqdp 1720-wjut pulwubbphu. / U
UjJuqjut. — Gplwl: LS Znjnhug, — 2022 - 664 L.

37 Atkin, Muriel. Russia and Iran 1780-1828 // M.Atkin. — Minneapolis: University
of Minnesota Press, — 1980, — 232 p.; Bournoutian, G. The khanate of Erevan
under Qajar rule 1795-1828 // G.Bournoutian. — California and New York: Mazda
Publishers in association with Bibliotheca Persica, Costa Mesa, — 1992. — 355 p.
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Armenian state existed in the historical lands of Azerbaijan, and that
the khanates of Iravan, Ganja, Karabakh and Nakhchivan were part
of “Eastern Armenia”. These preconceived ideas were exposed
during the research.

A substantial study of the subject is impossible without sour-
ces. During the research of the dissertation, we used rich archival
materials, published and unpublished in different languages, which
we involved in the research for the first time.

The role of “Review books”, which is considered an important
source of the first half of the 18th century, should be especially
noted®. According to the information provided by the notebooks,
one can follow important issues such as the majority of the popu-
lation living in Karabakh, Iravan and Nakhchivan regions were Azer-
baijani Turks, the population was forced to leave their native lands
during the Ottoman-Safavi wars, etc. Regarding certain issues related
to the topic, it would be appropriate to mention the works of Hasan
Jalal®®, who was an Albanian Catholicos from 1702-1728, the Polish
traveler Y.Krushinski‘® and the “Armenian Anonymous Chronicle”
41

In the Karabakh chronicles*? written in the 19th century, we

%8 Gance-Qarabag oyalatinin miifassal doftari // On sz, tarciimo, geyd vo sorhlorin
miiallifi H.Mammodov. — Bak1: “Susa”, — 2000. — 576 s.; Irevan oyalotinin icmal
doftori // Arasdirma, torclimo, geyd vo olavalorin muslliflori akd. Z.Bunyadov,
t.e.n.H.Mommodov. — Baki: “Elm”, — 1996. — 148 s.; Gonco-Qarabag oyalatinin
icmal, timar ruznamgo Vo tohvil doftorlori // On s6z, torciimo, geyd vo sorhlorin
muollifi H.Mammadov. — Baki: “Nogriyyat” sobasi, — 2023. —605 s.

%9 Ecau, Xacan [Ixananss. Kpatkas ucropus crpansl AnGanckoii (1702-1722 rr.)
// TlepeBon ¢ apeBreapM. si3bika T.Tep-I'puropsias. IlpenucioBue u moaroToBka K
u3IaHuio akageMuka 3.byrusatosa. — baky: «9mam», —1989, — 48 c.

40 Kursinski Y. Xristian sayyahin tarixi / Fars dilinden ceviran Sahin Fazil. — Baki:
“Azarnosr”, — 1993. — 105 s.

41 ApmsHckas aHOHMMHas xpoHuka 1722-1736 rr. / Ilep. ¢ Typenkoro u mpume-
yanus akagemuka AH Aszep6. CCP BynusitoBa 3. — baky: «9mm», — 1988. — 64 c.

42 Azorbaycan: beynolxalg miinasibatlor vo diplomatiya tarixi (1639-1828) // Aras-
dirma, torclima, geyd va slavalorin miolliflori Y.Mahmudov, K.Siikiirov. — | cild. —
Baki: “Regionlarin inkisafi ictimai birliyi”, 2009. — 512 s.; Qafgazda “ermoni
mosalasi”. Rusiya arxiv sonadlari va nosrlori tizro / (3 cildda). On s6z: T.Heydorov.
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find detailed information about our topic. Among the printed sources,
the collections prepared on interstate agreements, foreign policy acts,
Russian archival documents and publications*® contain valuable
information rich in facts of the investigated period.

The collections of documents* published by A.A.Bakikhanov
Institute of History on the basis of archival materials of various
countries are indispensable sources for rewriting the pages of
Azerbaijan history that were falsified for special purposes.

“The Revan Fethname” by Kamani Mustafa Agha*® has a spe-
cial place among the printed Turkish-language sources. In the work,
the events that happened during the description of the 90-day siege of
the Iravan fortress by the Ottoman army in 1724 are important for
our topic.

Among the various printed sources, Russian-language sources
related to the problem we are studying are predominant. We used
documents included in volumes I-VII of the Caucasian Archa-

Tortib¢i-muolliflor: T.Heydorov, T.Bagiyev, K.Siikiirov. — | cild. 1724-1904. —
Baki: “Elm”, . — 2010. — XX+716 s.

43 Azorbaycan: beynolxalg miinasibatlor vo diplomatiya tarixi (1639-1828) // Aras-
dirma, torcima, geyd vo slavalarin muolliflari Y.Mahmudov, K.Siikiirov. — | cild. —
Baki: “Regionlarin inkisafi ictimai birliyi”, 2009. — 512 s.; Qafqazda “ermani
mosalasi”. Rusiya arxiv sonadlori va nasrlori tizra / (3 cildds). On s6z: T.Heydorov.
Tortibci-muolliflor: T.Heydorov, T.Bagiyev, K.Siikiirov. — | cild. 1724-1904. —
Baki: “Elm”, . — 2010. — XX+716 s.

4 Azorbaycan tarixi arxiv sonadlorinds (XVII-XX oasrin avvallori) Tirkiys
Cumhuriyyati Bagbakanliq Osmanl Arxivinin sonadlori / On sz: Y.Mahmudov.
Tortib¢i motni: G.Nacofli. — 1 ¢. — Baki: Casioglu, — 2010. — 508 s.; Azorbaycan
tarixi arxiv sonadlarindo (XVI1-XX asrin ovvollari) Rusiya Dovlot Hoarbi Tarix
Arxivinin sanadlori / On s6z: Y.Mahmudov. Tortibgi matni: G.Nacafli. — I ¢. — Ba-
ki: Castoglu, — 2010. — 616 s.; — Il c. — Baki: Casioglu, — 2012. — 620 s.; Azor-
baycan tarixi arxiv senadlarinds (XVI11-XX asrin avvallari) Turkiyse Cumhuriyyati
Bagbakanliq Osmanli Arxivinin sonadlori / On s6z: Y.Mahmudov. Tartibgi motni:
G.Nacafli. — Il ¢. — Baki: Cagioglu, — 2012. — 408 s.; Azorbaycan tarixi arxiv
sonadlarinds  (XIX-XX asrlor). Ermonilorin  Simali Azarbaycan torpaqlarina
kocurilmasi  (Azorbaycan Dovlot Tarix Arxivinin sonadlori) / On soz:
Y.Mahmudov. Tartibgi matni: K.Siikiirov. — | ¢. — Baki: Casioglu, — 2013. — 752 s.

4 Kemani Mustafa Aga. Revan Fethnamesi // M.Mnir Aktepe. 1720-1724 Os-
manli-fran miinasebetleri. — Istanbul: “I.U.E.F. Yaymlar1”, — 1970. — XVI+90 s.
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eographic Commission Acts*® prepared by the orientalist A.P.Berge,
to illuminate the events taken place in the first half of the 19th
century.

Mass relocation of Armenians from the Qajar Iran to the lands
of Azerbaijan occupied by the Russian Empire, official instructions,
directions, etc. issues related to the resettlement are reflected in
S.Glinka’s work®'.

The main source for determining the population and ethnicity
of the Iravan and Nakhchivan khanates at the end of the 18th century
and the beginning of the 19th century, is the cameral census
compiled by I.Chopin in 1829-1832 under the instructions of the
Russian government. The author included the results he obtained in
his book® published in 1852. The materials presented in the work is
a valuable source confirming the resettlement of Armenians from
Iran and the Ottoman Empire to the territory of the Iravan and
Nakhchivan khanates, which were occupied by the Ottoman Empire.

Although compiled in 1823, <“Statistical Description of
Nakhchivan Province” printed in 1833 and “Description of Karabakh
Province” *° printed in 1866 are also of this type. The information in
the cameral descriptions of Iravan province of Zangazur mahal and
Karabakh province published by N.Ahmadli recently can be con-
sidered an invaluable source.

After the establishment of the “Armenian province” by the
Czarist regime, Armenians started publishing large volumes of books

47 T'nunka, C. OnucaHue nepecesieHus apMsH ajepOmKaHCKuX B ripeaessl Poccun /
C.I'mmaxa. — Mocksa: Tunorpadus JlazapeBsix MHCTHTYTa BOCTOYHBIX S3BIKOB, —
1831. - 142 c.

“8 [llonen U. VcTopuueckuii MaMsTHUK COCTOSHUS APMSHCKOM 0OJIaCTH B 3IOXY
npucoenuHenus k Poccuiickoit mmnepun / W.1llonen.— Canxr-IlerepOypr: Tur.
Wwmn. Akan. Hayk, — 1852. — 1232 c.

4 I'puropres B. Cratuctnueckoe onucanne Haxuuesanckoit npounuuu / B.I'pu-
ropbeB. — Cankr-IletepOypr: tun. [emn. Brem. Topr., — 1833. — 264 c.; Onucanue
Kapabaxcko#l npoBuHIINH, cocTaBieHHOEe B 1823 romy, mo pacnopspKEeHHIO TJIaB-
Hoymnpasiistoniero B I'py3un EpMonoBa, AeCTBUTEIBHBIM CTaTCKUM COBETHHUKOM
MorwuneBckuM U mosikoBHUKOM EpmornosbiM IT-M. — Tuduuc, — 1866 // Azorbaycan
Respublikas1 Dovlot Tarix Arxivi, fond Ne 24, siyah1 Ne 1, ig Ne 141.
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in Russia in order to introduce to the public the fiction that the
Russian-Armenian relations have ancient traditions and that the
Armenians are an aboriginal ethnos in the South Caucasus. The
multi-volume collection of documents® on the historical overview of
the Armenian people and the collection of documents published by
the Armenian author G.Ezov®! are among such books. 305 docu-
ments covering the years 1698-1736 were reflected in the collection
presented by the latter with extensive comments. Those documents
reflect the projects presented to European and Russian rulers for the
purpose of seizing Azerbaijani lands and establishing an Armenian
state in these lands.

In mid-20th century, a multi-volume collection of documents®2
compiled in Russian by A.Papazyan based on the Persian-language
documents of Matenadaran was published. The documents in the
collection allow us to follow the process of the Armenian Church
taking over Azerbaijani lands in different ways in the 14th-16th
centuries. The continuation of these documents (1652-1731; 1734-
1797) was collected by K. Kostigyan and printed in two volumes in
English in Yerevan. >> We have taken advantage of the facts given in
those collections and exposed the lies about our history.

A multi-volume collection of documents dedicated to the
history of “Russian-Armenian relations” in the 18th century, based

50 Cobpanue akTOB, OTHOCAIIUXCS K 0003PEHUIO HCTOPHH APMAHCKOTO Hapoja / d.
I, — Mocksa: «B tunorpadun JlazepeBbix MHcTUTyTa BOCTOYHBIX S3BIKOB», —
1833. 391 c.; u.ll, — 1838. — 304 c.
51 D308, I'. CHomtenus [Tetpa Beankoro ¢ apMAHCKMM HAapOJaM (JI0KYMEHTHI) /.
I'.9308B. — Cankr-Iletepbypr: Tunorpadus Nmnepatopckoit Axkanemun Hayk, —
1898. - 512 c.
%2 Tlepcuackue okyMeHThl MateHanapana, I. Vkasel. Beinyck nepsbiii, (XV-XVI
BB.) / Cocrt. A./l.Ilanazsn. — EpeBan: «M3n-80 AH Apm. CCPy», 1956. — 316 c.;
Beimyck Bropoi, (1601-1650 rr.) / Coct. A.Jl.Ilanazsn. — EpeBan: «M3a-80 AH
Apm. CCPy», 1959, — 596 c.; Ilepcunckue noxkymeHTsl MareHnanapana, II. Kymnuue.
Beimyck nepBbiii, (XIV-XVI Be.), Coct. A./.Ilana3sn. — Epesan: «M3a-Bo AH
Apwm. CCP», 1968, — 642 c.
53 persian documents of the Matenadaran: decrees, Volume Il (1652-1731) / by
K Kostikyan, Yerevan: “Quuquly”, 2005, — 728 p.; Persian documents of the Ma-
tenadaran: decrees, Volume 1V (1734-1797) / by K.Kostikyan, Yerevan: “Nairi”,
2008, — 387 p.
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on materials collected from various archives of Russia during the
years of Soviet rule, was published by the Institute of History of the
Academy of Sciences of Armenia. We have used the volumes of
those collections® containing materials related to our topic. Some of
those documents are identical to the materials presented by G.Ezov.
Therefore, in the research process, we used both collections in a
comparative way.

The events occurring in the South Caucasus after the occu-
pation of the Nakhchivan and Iravan khanates by the Russian Empire
were reflected in a two-volume collection of documents called
“Unification of Eastern Armenia to Russia”.>® During the research,
those materials were used to expose false claims about our history.

From the German-language sources, the information about the
ethnic composition of the population living in the Iravan region in
the section “Travel to Persia” of “Travel to Persia and Eastern
India”®® published in Nuremberg in 1716 (Gothic font) by the tra-
veler Caspar Schillinger is very valuable. Another German resear-
cher, Friedrich Neumann, published in Leipzig in 1834, “The history
of the resettlement of forty thousand Armenians who migrated from
the Iranian province of Azerbaijan to Russia in 1828% is similar to

%% ApmsaHo-pycckue oTHoIeHHs B nepBoil Tpet XVIII Bexa / CO. TOKYMEHTOB.
ITox pemakuueit Amora Moannucsna. — 1.1l u.1. — EpeBan: «M3a-80 AH Apwm.
CCP», — 1964. — CV(105)+ 396 c.; ApMsiHO-pyCCKHE OTHOLICHHS B IIEPBOM TPETH
XVIII Beka / Co. nokymenroB. ITox penakuueii Amora Moannucsna. — 1.1 4.2, —
EpeBan: «M3a-80 AH Apm. CCP», — 1967. — 420 c.; ApMsIHO-pYCCKHE OTHOILICHHUS
Bo BropoM Tpuauatwierun XVIII Beka / C6. mokymenrtoB. [log pen. B.K.Boc-
kansHa. — T.III. — EpeBan: «M31-B0 AH Apm. CCP», 1978.— 409 c.; ApmsHo-
pycckue otHomenus XVIII Beke. 1760-1800 rr. / C6. Jloxymentos. Ilox pen.
B.K.Hepcecsna. —1.IV. u.Il. — EpeBan: «131-80 AH Apm. CCP», 1990.— 590 c.

% Tpucoeaunenue Bocrounoit Apmerun k Poccuu / C6. nokymentos. Ilox pen.
L.I1.Arasna. — 1.1 (1801-1813). — EpeBan: «13a-80 AH Apm., CCP», —1972. — 716
c.; — 1.11 (1814-1830). — EpeBan: «13a-80 AH Apwm., CCP», —1978. —658 c.

%6 Schillinger, F.G. Persianische und Ost-Indianische Reise / F.G.Schillinger —
Nirnberg: — 1716. — 15+534 S.

5 Neumann F. Geschichte der Ubersiedlung von vierzigtausend Armeniern,
welche im Jahre 1828 aus den persischen Provinz Adarbaidschan nach Russland
auswanderten / F.Neumann. — Leipzig: “Weirmann’sche Buchbandlung”, — 1834. —
108 S.
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the above-mentioned work of S.Glinka, but contains different
information.

Among the Armenian-language sources, the information pro-
vided by the version of Cambr®® in the Armenian language, which is
considered 18th-century source, was subjected to less manipulation
than the Russian translation®®, we mainly used the version in the
Armenian language.

Regarding the topic we are studying, we have also used the
documents obtained from various archives of Russia during the
Soviet era, which are currently preserved in the Scientific Archive of
the Institute of History.%® In these documents, it is possible to trace
the activities of Czarist Russia and Armenians on the Azerbaijani
lands.

We have made use of numerous documents that have not been
used in Azerbaijan historiography so far, such as the Khatti-Huma-
yun Fund®® of the Ottoman Archive of the Prime Minister’s Office of
the Republic of Turkiye (BOA). In the letters addressed to the
government palace by the officials of Qars, Erzurum, Trabzon, Bay-
burt and other regions, valuable facts were obtained regarding the
relocation of Armenians from the territory of the Ottoman empire to
Azerbaijan lands.

Our direct reference to the primary sources preserved in the
Russian Empire Foreign Policy Archive (REFPA) enables an ob-
jective examination of the proposed research. Because most of the
important facts related to our history were presented to us in the

% tpkhwigh Uhdkot. Quudpn: Shpp, np Ynsh jhowjuput wpdwbwgnighs,
huybkih bt wupmbuwlnn phuhg npyhuniptwig Uppny Upnnnju, L hipng
opowluyhg Jwuopkthgu / U.Bpbkhwigh. — dwnupuwwyuwn, “Eodhwsuh
Unipp Ywpnnhinuh nyupwip” - 20 (1773) —304 L.
¥ Bpkhwigh Uhdkot. Quuidpn: Ghpp, np Ynsh jhowjupub wpdwbwgnighs,
huybkih bt wwpmiwlnn phuhg npuyhuriptwig Uppny Upnnnju, kL hipng
opowljuyhg Juwbiopthgu / U.Bphhwigh. - dwnqupuwyun, “Eodhwsuh
Unipp Ywpnnhynup nyuwpwup” - (22hQ (1773) 304 L.
8 Rusiyanin Iranla ©laqalori (1762-1773-cii illor) // AMEA, Tarix Institutunun
Elmi Arxivi, Fond Nel795/1; Nel1795/2; Ne1795/4; Nel1795/5.
61 Hatt-i Hiimayun / Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Basbakanlik Osmanl1 Arsivi
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works of Armenian authors with serious distortions. From the docu-
ments belonging to REFPA’s 552, 773, 10054, 101%°, 1945 and 343°"
funds, valuable documents related to the subject we are investigating
have been involved in the research.

The rich materials stored in Russian State Military History
Archives No. 52%, 476%°, 4827°, and 846! were also used in con-
nection with the topic we are researching. In these documents, it is
possible to follow the activities of Czarist Russia and Armenians to
create an Armenian state in the territory of the Karabakh and Iravan
khanates, and an Albanian Czardom in the lands belonging to the
Derbend, Guba and Baku khanates, as well as the process of mass
relocation of Armenians from the territories of the Qajar and
Ottoman states to the lands of Azerbaijan.

We also benefited from rich materials stored in Funds 972, 1073,
1574, 23", 777 of Russian State Ancient Acts Archives.

Documents belonging to the “Russland-97a” fund’’ of the Po-
litical Archive of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal
Republic of Germany were also used to clarify the concept of

62 dony Ne5, CekpeTHble MHEHHS KOJUIETMM MHOCTPAHHBIX 1en / ApxuB Brermneit
Homutuku Poccuiickoit Ummepun (ABITPI)

83 dony Ne77, — CHomenus Poccuu ¢ Iepcueii / ABITPU.

64 ®onnx Ne100, — CHomennst Poccnn ¢ Apwmenneii / ABITPU.

8 dony Nel 10, — Cuomenus Poccuu ¢ I'pysueii / ABITPU.

% doug Nel194, — Muccus B Ilepcueit 1809-1913 rr. / ABIIPH

87 dony Ne343, — Apmsnckue aena / ABITPU.

88 ®dony Ne 52, — Bymaru Kanuenspuu kusss IToremkuna — Taspuueckoro, 1788 r.
| Poccwmiickuii I'ocymapcteennbiii Boenno-Mcropudeckuii Apxus (PTBUA).

8 dony Ne 476 — Pyccko-nepeujickas Boiina 1826-1828 / PTBUA.

0 ®onpg Ne 482 — Kapkasckue Boitabl / PTBUA.

"t dony Ne 846 — Boenno-Yuensiiit Apxus (BYA) / PTBUA.

2 ®onp Ne 9, — KaGumer Iletpa | / Poccuiicknii TocynapcTeeHHbIil ApxuB
Hpesuux Axto (PTAJIA).

3 ®org Ne 10 — Paspsin X, Kabuner Exarepunsr 11 u ero nponomxkenue, / PITAJIA.
" ®ong Ne 15 — Paspsig XV, dumnomaTtryeckuii otaens, / PTAJIA.

> ®ong Ne 23 — Paspag XXIII, Kaskasckue nena, / PLAJIA.

6 doug Ne 77 — Cuomenus Poccun c Iepcueii, / PTATIA.

7 Karte. Georgien. — RuBland Ne97a, R.11054 / — Politisches Archiv des Aus-
wartigen Ams (PAAA); Telegramm. Pera, den 24. Juni 1918. Der K. Botschafter
an Auswartiges Amt. Nr. 986. — RuBlland Ne97a, R.11050 / PAAA.
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“Armenian state”.

The object and the subject of the research: The object of the
research is the history of Azerbaijan at the beginning of the 18th-19th
centuries, and the subject is the activity carried out in that period. In
accordance with the object and subject of the selected topic, the
activity of tsarist Russia and Armenians to create a state in Azerbai-
jan were investigated on the basis of primary sources and materials
of literature in different languages.

Goals and objectives of the research: The main goal of the
dissertation submitted for defense is to present a problem that has not
been a special object of research in Azerbaijani historiography - the
activities of Czarist Russia and Armenians to create a state on the
Azerbaijani lands in the 18th century and the first half of the 19th
century, and based on new archival documents, Armenian-language
sources, as well as printed archival documents, works of Azerbaijani
and foreign authors, exposing false claims regarding the presentation
of Azerbaijani lands by Armenians as Armenian lands.

The Russian Empire used the Armenians as a tool to realize its
far-sighted strategic intentions, to occupy the Azerbaijani khanates,
to strengthen in these lands, and to create a Christian buffer zone on
the border with the Ottoman state. On the other hand, the Armenians
made political claims to the lands of Azerbaijan, performed trea-
cherous activities for its capture, and became a tool in the struggle
against the khanates. The purpose of the dissertation is also to study
and systematize the stages, causes and consequences of the emer-
gence of these activities.

In the research, the following specific tasks were set and an
attempt was made to solve them:

To clarify the essence of the concept of “Armenian state”,
whether the historical Armenian state has a connection with Czarist
Russia and the state that Armenians plan to establish on the Azer-
baijani lands in terms of territory and legal-political succession;

To highlight the Gregorianization of the Christian population of
Karabakh, the existence of Christian princes and their basis for
establishing a state, and other issues;

To prove the facts of attributing the Khamsa melikates of
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Karabakh to Armenian statehood, falsifying their ethnic identities
and misappropriating their history by Armenians;

To determine the factors that gave the initial impetus to the idea
of creating an Armenian state in the 1st half of the 18th century and
to analyze the projects and plans drawn up by Armenians for the
purpose of creating a state on the Azerbaijani lands;

To prove with historical facts the policy of Peter | to take
advantage of the Armenians to realize the economic and strategic
interests of Russia in the occupation of the South Caucasus;

In the 60s and 80s of the 18th century the projects and plans
drawn up by Armenians for the purpose of creating a state on the
Azerbaijani lands, their content and characteristics;

To determine the influence of the international situation in the
second half of the 18th century on the actions of Czarist Russia and
Armenians to create a state at the expense of Azerbaijani lands;

Based on primary sources to prove Catherine the Great’s policy
of using Armenians to realize Russia’s economic and strategic
interests in the occupation of the South Caucasus and her plans to
establish a Christian state on the Azerbaijani lands;

To analyze the project and military campaign plans and their
characteristics prepared by Czarist Russia and Armenians for the
purpose of establishing a state on the Azerbaijani lands beginning
from the conclusion of the Georgievsk Treaty to the end of the
century (1783-1800);

To determine the policy of taking advantage of the “Armenian
factor” during the occupation of the Northern Azerbaijani khanates
by the Russian Empire;

To study the nature and consequences of the creation of the
Armenian province in the historical lands of Azerbaijan;

To clarify the essence of Czarist Russia’s policy of mass
relocation of Armenians to the occupied lands of Azerbaijan for a
special purpose;

To analyze and assess the results of the activities of Czarist
Russia and Armenians to create a state on the Azerbaijani lands.

Research methods: Taking into account the latest achie-
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vements of world history and homeland historiography, theoretical
approach, mutual comparison and generalization were used in the
research. While conducting research on the topic of the dissertation,
attempt was made to take advantage of sources and historical lite-
rature that provide information on this problem, even if it is
insignificant, in addition to obtaining information from archival
documents, they were carefully researched and analyzed, and the
extent to which the documents reflect the objective reality was
determined by comparing them with information from other sources
and efforts were made to clarify the issues related to the topic.

The main provisions of the defense:

— At any moment of the last centuries of our history, it is
impossible to consider the territorial claims of Armenians to Azer-
baijani lands, including Karabakh, outside the prism of the active
occupation policy of Czarist Russia in the South Caucasus. In order
to substantiate these claims, by appropriating the history of the
Azerbaijani people and making it their own Armenian historians
skillfully falsified the documents of the time and created a false
history.

— The Russian Empire, which wanted to reach the warm seas,
needed to create a reliable base at the junction of the borders of
Turkiye, Iran and Azerbaijan, so that it could use that area as a
military base as soon as favorable conditions arose. The Russian
Empire, which tried to realize this policy, played the role of patron
for the Armenians and took advantage of them as a tool.

— Taking advantage of the weakening of the Safavi state, the
Armenians were able to find their way to European and then Russian
palaces by setting up a fictitious history and preparing certain plans
and projects to realize their goals. However, the Russian invasions
that began in the first quarter of the 18th century - when the South
Caucasus was of greater economic and transit importance for Russia
- with the death of Peter | ended in failure.

— In the 60s - 80s of the 18th century, many projects were
drawn up by the Armenians for the purpose of creating a state for the
Armenians at the expense of the Azerbaijani khanates and the eastern
lands of the Ottoman state. The Armenians, who got financial
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opportunities in the big cities of the country, by various means tried
to realize these plans by gaining the trust of people with high
authority in the Russian ruling circles.

— Starting from the 80s of the 18th century the government of
Catherine 1l tried to realize the plan of creating a vassal Armenian
state on the Azerbaijani lands and even planned to expand this
puppet state at the expense of the lands of the Ottoman state in the
future. However, the events taking place in the North Caucasus since
1785, the support of the Azerbaijani khans by the Ottoman state,
made the Czarist government temporarily abandon its plans to invade
the region.

— However, the Treaty of Yassy (December 1791) concluded
with the Ottoman state created great opportunities for Russia’s
activity in the South Caucasus. Czarist Russia’s desire to reconquer
the Caspian coastal provinces has accelerated considerably. The
creation of the vassal groups such as “national state” for the Christian
meliks in Karabakh, the “Czardom of Ararat” for the Armenians who
settled in Iravan - in Uchkilsa and its surroundings from time to time,
and the “Czardom of Albania” in the Caspian regions came up on the
agenda. However, since the end of the 80s of the 18th century, Agha
Mohammad Khan Qajar, who took power in Iran, joined the struggle
for the South Caucasus, which made the situation much more tense.

— Finally, in the spring of 1796, the government of Catherine 11
sent Russian troops to Azerbaijan under the leadership of Valerian
Zubov. General Zubov was also given a secret instruction to
“overthrow the Khan of Karabakh and give power to Christian
meliks”. However, the sudden death of Catherine 1l on November 6,
1796 led to the recall of Russian troops from the South Caucasus.

— From the beginning of the 19th century, Czarist Russia began
to use the “Armenian factor” again to implement its policy of
aggression. During the occupation of the khanates, special Armenian
battalions were established in Tiflis.

— Although the occupation of the khanates of Azerbaijan north
of Araz (Araxes) was completed, the minority of Armenians in these
regions did not allow the policy of the Russian Empire to create a
buffer Christian state on the border of the Qajars and the Ottoman
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states. That is why the mass resettlement of Armenians to the occu-
pied lands of Azerbaijan began. As a result of this bloody policy, for
a short period of time, Armenians settled on the Azerbaijani lands.

Scientific novelty of the research: The main scientific novelty
of the dissertation is that Czarist Russia and Armenians’ activities to
create a state on the Azerbaijani lands for the first time is a complex,
separate research object. Information provided by numerous archival
documents and Armenian and other Christian sources involved in the
research for the first time, as well as historical literature and various
source materials, allowed us to thoroughly and deeply study this
problem. The analysis of these rich materials gives us the reason to
consider what is presented below as the scientific novelty of the
dissertation.

For the first time, the problem of activities of Czarist Russia and
the Armenians to create a state on the Azerbaijani lands was
investigated as a separate research object;

The factors that motivated the activities of Armenians to create a
state on the Azerbaijani lands were divided into three important
stages and justified by primary sources;

The falsification of the ethnic identity of the Christian meliks of
Karabakh by the Armenians and the misappropriation of their history
in the 18th century has been proven on the basis of primary sources;

The emergence of plans to create an Armenian state on the
Azerbaijani lands in the first quarter of the 18th century, the plans of
Peter | to resettle Christians in the occupied Caspian coastal areas,
and the attempts to create a Georgian-Armenian Czardom under
Russian auspices were studied on the basis of scientific literature and
new archival documents;

In the 60s - 80s of the 18th century, the projects and plans drawn
up by Armenians for the purpose of creating a state on the
Azerbaijani lands were studied and systematized, and their content
and characteristics were determined;

In the second half of the 18th century, the influence of the in-
ternational situation on the actions of Czarist Russia and Armenians
to create a state on the Azerbaijani lands, the mediating role of
Armenians in the implementation of Catherine the Great’s Eastern
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policy were investigated based on primary sources;

After the conclusion of the Treaty of Georgiyevsk (1783), the
activities of creating an Armenian state on the Azerbaijani lands
based on the military plans and projects drawn up by the ruling
circles of Czarist Russia have been proven on the basis of archival
sources of the time;

The creation of the Armenian province on the historical
Azerbaijani lands laid the ground for the Russian Empire to create an
Armenian state on the lands of Northern Azerbaijan in the future and
its severe consequences were determined,;

The use of the “Armenian factor” by Czarist Russia during the
occupation of the Northern Azerbaijani khanates, the mass relocation
of Armenians to the occupied Azerbaijani lands with a special
purpose, was investigated on the basis of the primary sources of the
period;

The theoretical and practical importance of the research:
The practical importance of the dissertation is primarily is that the
actual material and generalizations brought in the research work, the
scientific results obtained from these materials, can be used in the
history faculties of universities, in conducting specialty courses on
“Tzarist Russia and the Armenians’ activities to create a state on the
Azerbaijani lands”, writing generalized works, teaching and can be
widely used in the preparation of teaching materials, holding
scientific conferences and seminars.

The results of the dissertation can be used in the preparation of
textbooks and teaching aids on the history of Azerbaijan, as well as
in the teaching of the history of Azerbaijan in higher and secondary
specialized schools, in the giving special courses such as
international relations, Armenian studies.

Approbation and application: The dissertation work was
carried out in the department “History of international relations of
Azerbaijan” of A.A. Bakikhanov Institute of History, Azerbaijan Na-
tional Academy of Sciences. The author worked in various archives
and libraries of Turkey, the Russian Federation and the Federal
Republic of Germany for the perfect writing of the dissertation work.
The provisions covering the main content of the dissertation are
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reflected in the author’s monograph (“Attempts to establish an
Armenian state in the territory of Azerbaijan in the 18th century”,
Baku, 2007; “Azerbaijan in the 18th-19th centuries” (in Russian).
Bishkek, 2010; “Attempts to establish an Armenian state in the
territory of Azerbaijan in the 18th century” (in Turkish) Istanbul,
2014; co-authored “The relocation of Armenians to the lands of
North Azerbaijan in the 19th century”, Baku, 2020; “The reset-
tlement of Armenians to the lands of Northern Azerbaijan in the 19th
century is an irrefutable truth of history” (in Russian), Baku, 2020;
“Games of Great Powers to create an Armenian state on the territory
of Azerbaijan”. (in Russian), Bishkek, 2021) and in scientific
articles, as well as in her speeches at conferences in Azerbaijan, as
well as in the cities of Ankara, Eskisehir, Erzurum, Izmir, Igdir, Van
of Turkiye, Budapest in Hungary, and Skopje in North Macedonia.

The name of the organization where the dissertation work
was carried out: A.A. Bakikhanov Institute of History, Azerbaijan
National Academy of Sciences.

The structure and total volume of the dissertation: The
research work consists of introduction, 5 chapters, conclusion and list
of references. The total volume of the dissertation (excluding the list
of used literature) consists of 517.286 marks, including Introduction
49253, Chapter | 57249, Chapter Il 78026, Chapter 11l 38564,
Chapter IV 129562, Chapter V 149115, Conclusion 15310 cha-
racters.
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Il. THE MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION

In the introduction the relevance of the subject, scientific no-
velty is justified, the subject, object, goals and tasks of the research
are summarized, the geographical and chronological framework is
defined, the degree of elaboration, including the source base is dis-
closed, the main propositions submitted to the defense are cha-
racterized, the historiography of the problem, the methodological
basis of the research is reviewed, the practical importance and ap-
probation of the work are indicated.

Chapter I, entitled “Factors that gave the initial impetus to the
idea of creating an Armenian state on the Azerbaijani lands”,
consists of three sub-chapters. In the 1st sub-chapter called “On the
essence of the concept of the Armenian state”, is stated that the ter-
ritory called “Greater Armenia” is a geographical concept, that it
does not belong to the Hay ethnos, which later called itself Ar-
menian, and that the territories called “Eastern Armenia” by Ar-
menian historians and their patrons are also fictitious. The primary
sources, which are not part of Greater Armenia, have been inves-
tigated based on the research of historians who mainly study ancient
sources.

It should be noted that in the works of Musa Khorenli, who is
considered to be an Armenian source of the early Middle Ages, was
mentioned that Armenians are “a small, very few, weak people and
often live under the rule of foreigners '8,

In the first half of the 19th century, Ivan Chopin, who created a
cameral description of the newly created Armenian province by order
of the Russian Empire, wrote in his work about the ancient history
invented by Armenians: “Armenians are not the local population of
Armenia (meaning the Armenian province - G.N), they came here
from Assyria”. ”® The author continues this idea in his subsequent

I Unqutu, Ivnptuiwgh: Zuyng wywwndmpnil, ke.6; Monces Xopenckaro.
Hctopus Apmennn, c.3-4.
7 [Mlonen, U. VicTopuueckuii IaMsATHUK .., — C.229.
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research and writes: The population living in the southern region,
which we call Armenia, completely different people by origin”. 8

In the 2nd sub-chapter called “Karabakh: Gregorianization
and the history of meliks”, is stated that there is no scientific-his-
torical basis for describing the territory of ancient Albanian state as a
part of “Armenia” by Armenian historians; that the main changes in
the history of Karabakh occurred with the elimination of Albanian
state during the Arab caliphate; ensuring the religious supremacy of
Armenians in the mountainous part of the province and its mani-
festation in the ethnic field over time as a result of the tragic policy
of the Caliphate regarding Azerbaijan; The history of Albania was
analyzed based on the primary sources and researches of Azerbaijani
historians.

Armenian authors tend to exaggerate the role of the five
Christian principalities that existed in the territory of Karabakh in the
18th century, to introduce almost every melikate as an example of
Armenian national statehood, an institution that preserves traditions
of Armenian statehood for centuries, and at the same time trying to
prove that the Armenian population is the local inhabitants of the
territory of historical Karabakh and at the same time trying to prove
that the Armenian population is the local inhabitants of Karabakh.8!

Primary sources give reason to prove that the Christian meliks
who existed in the Karabakh territory still in the 18th century kept
the Albanian mentality. Thus, in the official documents (in Persian)
of the Safavi and Afshar rulers at the end of 17th - first half of the
18th centuries, related to the Christians living on the Azerbaijani
lands, unlike the Catholicos of the Uchkilse (Three Churches) and
the feudal lords, the word Armenian was not used anywhere in the
documents addressed to the Christian population of Karabakh. For
example: in Sultan Hussein’s (1694-1722) edicts and letters add-

8 Ilonen, Y. HoBas 3ameTku Ha apeBHss uctopuu KaBkasa m ero oburareneif /
W.1lonen.— Cankr-IlerepOypr: — 1866. — C.26.

81 WoannncsH, A. Poccust 1 Apmsnckoe.., — ¢.15-16; Apytionsn, I1. OcBo6omu-
TEJNbHOE MIBIOKEHHE.., — €.600; MaramstH, A. Apraxckhe MeEIuKCTBa.., — C.31;
Znjhwbthywl, U. 9Ipduqubp hwy.., -  £9.47-69; Upjuqui, U.

Uplbjwhwnipjut dnynyppugpnipniip.., —ke.122.
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ressed to Albanian Catholicos Hasan Jalal®? in 1699-1701, Tahmasib
II’s (1722-1732) to Melik of Veranda Muhammad Hussein® in
1730, Nadir Afshar’s edicts and letters addressed to Khachin meliks
as Khan® in 1734 and as Shah in 1736 and to Dizag® meliks in
1745, the word “Armenian” was not used anywhere.

Along with this, Armenian authors “wished to create a nati-
onal state in the territory of the five melikates of Arsak (Karabakh)
with the perspective of liberating the entire Armenia and ... deli-
berately invented fantastic figures about the local forces.”% Ho-
wever, according to the information of 1734, there were only 4
villages in Khachin mahal. Since the population of one of those
villages completely left the village, only 3 villages remained here.®’

It is also possible to trace the fact that the Karabakh meliks
were of Albanian origin in the letters they addressed to the Russian
Czars. Based on primary sources, T.Mustafazadeh writes: “It is clear
from the letter written by four meliks - Isay, Shirvan, Sergey and
Joseph to Peter | in March 1723 that the Christians living in Azer-
baijan at that time called themselves Albanians (Avgans) .8

It should also be noted that the issue of ethnic identity in most
of the letters written in Armenian on behalf of the Christian meliks of
Karabakh was completely falsified by Armenians during the trans-
lation of those letters into Russian. For example: the phrase “Alba-

82 persian documents of the Matenadaran: decrees, volume 111, — p.p.142-144, 340-
341, 624-627,149-152, 346, 637-642.

83 persian documents of the Matenadaran: decrees, volume lII.., — p.p.184, 376,
700.

8 Persian documents of the Matenadaran: decrees, volume IV.., — p.p. 25-28, 41-
43, 130-133, 144-146, 205-210, 237-243.

8 Persian documents of the Matenadaran: decrees, volume IV.., — p.p.61-62, 163,
285- 287.

% Siikiirov, K. Azarbaycan torpaqlarinda Ermanistan dovlati necs yaradildi // Xalq
gozeti, — 2019, 26 aprel. —s.8.

87 See: Persian documents of the Matenadaran: decrees, volume 1V: doc.4(p.26-
27).

8 Mustafayev T. Qarabag (Ganca) boylorbayliyi XVIII asrin | gorinssinds. / Baki:
Azarbaycan EA Xaborlori, tarix, falsofo vo hiiquq seriyasi, — 1988. Ne3, —s. 38.
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nian Turks” 8 in the letter written in Armenian by Karabakh meliks
to Peter 1 in March 1723, in order to protect themselves from des-
tructive attacks in the surrounding area was replaced by the phrase
“Albanian Muslims”®° during the translation of the letter into Rus-
sian.

In another letter written in Armenian by the Christian meliks
of Karabakh to Peter I on March 20, 1724, it is stated: “We are
Albanians and we are Uti by nationality (Ukp Unpniyjwip Eup U
wqqny Nunfp) *

In the Armenian version of the letter addressed by meliks to
Catherine Il on September 2, 1781, they wrote about themselves,
“We belong to the descendants of the Czars of the Arshaki
(Uppwhnili) and Alban (Uiguil) thrones”.% Armenians falsified
the Russian translation of the document and wrote “we are
descendants of ancient Armenian chiefs”.%

Apparently, throughout the 18th century, the Karabakh meliks
did not forget their ethnicity.

In the third sub-chapter called “Initial stage of settlement of
Armenians on the Azerbaijani lands” based on the various sources
included in the research, the initial stages of the settlement of
Armenians on the Azerbaijani lands and the factors that motivated
the idea of creating an Armenian state at the expense of these lands
were analyzed.

8 ApmsHo-pycckue otHomenus B nepeoii Tpetu XVIII eka, — T.11, 411, — ¢.30-31;
Nacofli, G. Qarabagin xristian alban moliklerins dair // — “Ipok yolu”, Azarbaycan
Universitetinin elmi jurnali. Xiisusi buraxilis. — Baki, 2021, —s.73-82. —s.80.

% ApmsiHO-pycckue oTHomeHus B nepeoii Tpetu XVIII exa, — T.11, w.ll, — ¢.30-31;
Nocafli, G. Qarabagm xristian alban moliklorine dair // — “Ipak yolu”, Azarbaycan
Universitetinin elmi jurnali. Xiisusi buraxilis. — Baki, 2021, —5.73-82. —s.80.

%1 YenoGuranus ymuitnes k [erpy | (20 mapr 1724 r.) // ABIIPH, pona. Nel0O
“CPA” 1724, on.100/4, neno 1, — m.1.27-2706.

92 O6pauenne kapabaxckux Menukos Kk Exarepuna I1. (02 cenrsi6ps 1781r.) //
PI'BUA, dona. Ne52, om.1/194, neno 270, mi.5-6; Maxmynos, . IlepecencHue
apmsH Ha 3emi CeBepHoro AsepOaiimkaHa B XIX Beke — HEONpOBEpKUMas
npasaa uctopuu. / SI.Maxmyzaos, I'.Hamkadmm. — baky: «Typxan», 2020, — 120 c.
—c.15-16.

9 Apmsno-pycckue otHomenus X VIII sexe.., — c.183.
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With the permission of the Garagoyunlu ruler Jahanshah, in
1441, the center of activity of the Armenian Catholicos was moved
from the city of Sis in Cilicia to the Uchkilse (Uchmuadzin)
monastery located near the present city of Iravan®. Qaragoyunlu
rulers protected the Armenian Catholicoses and gave them freedom.
Uchkilse, which became the center of Armenian Catholicism, by
various means began to seize villages, fields, farmlands, monasteries
and other property belonging to Azerbaijani Turks. In a document
dated 1687 kept in Matenadaran, it is stated that we (i.e, Armenians -
G.N.) lands belonging to Muslims (Azerbaijani Turks - G.N.)
“...either buy, or seize, or take it from the owner’s hands, or buy it
with a bribe, or we get it as a gift or take it by force™® P.T.Arut-
yunyan, who wrote the preface to the version of “Cambr” translated
into Russian, had to admit when commenting on this document that
“... it was in these ways that the land ownership of the Armenian
church and secular feudal lords was formed in the 15th-18th
centuries”.%®® Even the village of Uchkilse (Valarshabad), where the
Armenian Catholic Church located, was taken from the Azerbaijani
Turks in parts by various means starting from 1443.

We should note with regret that the next stage that gave
impetus to the settlement of Armenians in the territory of Azerbaijan
is closely related to the Safavi-Ottoman war that took place in the
16th-17th centuries and the beginning of the 18th century. These
wars were accompanied by forced migration, and the peaceful
Turkish-Muslim population of the region moved to other regions of
the country because of the Sunni- Shiite enmity. According to the
information referred to the sources of the period, the Ottoman army
led by Farhad Pasha entered Shoreyel and Talin mahals of Iravan
region in August 1583. The local population had left their lands and
moved to Agridag and its nearby winter pastures.®’ Taking advan-
tage of the opportunity created in such cases, the Armenian church
bought the Azerbaijani villages occupied by the Ottomans at a

% Bpkhwugh Uhdtou. Quupn., — £9.100.

% Epesannu C. Jlxam6p., — €.28.

% Epesannu C. Jlxam6p., — €.28.

% See: Kirzioglu, F. Osmanlilarin Kafkas ellerini fethi., — $.346.
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favorable price and settled the Armenians who flocked here from
different provinces of Turkey to those areas.

The same situation can be observed in Ganja-Karabakh
beylerbeyate as well. “Representatives of the Ottoman government
showed extreme tolerance towards the Christian population of
Karabakh, while they were in an uncompromising position towards
the local Shiite population. Therefore, the cities and villages aban-
doned by Azerbaijanis were settled by Christians — Armenianized
Albanians”.%

Thus, the above-mentioned reasons whet the appetite of
Armenians to create a state at the expense of the Azerbaijani lands in
the beginning of the 18th century. The Armenians, who prepared
plans to realize this goal, began to look for patrons abroad.

Chapter 11 called “Activities of Czarist Russia and
Armenians to create an Armenian state on the Azerbaijani lands
in the first half of the 18th century” consists of two sub-chapters.

In the first sub-chapter called “Projects drafted for the estab-
lishing an Armenian state on the Azerbaijani lands” based on pri-
mary sources, the projects drafted by Armenians in the first half of
the 18th century previously submitted to European and then Russian
states were involved in the research.

The separatist activity of Uchkilse Catholicos; addressing of
Israel Ori, the son of Zangazur melik to Western Europe with the
request for Armenians’ protection; Ori’s plans, who came to Uchkilse
and then to Ganjasar monastery at the end of the 17th century, that
could not materialize here; Ori’ effort to make the Zangazur officials
to sign white sheets so that he could write what he wanted when
presenting to the European rulers; preparation of the Crusade to the
territory of Azerbaijan with the help of Western European countries®
and other issues have been investigated in this section.

In 1699, Israel Ori presented to the Palatine Elector Johann

% Rohimizada, ibrahim (Horomi). Osmanli ordusunun Azorbaycana yiiriislori., —
5.196, 199; See: Goanca-Qarabag syalstinin mifassal doftori, — 5.15,16.

9 See: D308, I'. Cuomenus [lerpa Benuxoro .., — s. XXI-XXIII; Nacafli, G. XVIII
asrda Azarbaycan orazisindo ermoni dovloti yaradilmasi cohdlori / G.Nacofli. —
Baki, “Nurlan”. — 2007. — 246 s. 5.30-39.
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Wilhelm the “Palatine Project”, which contained 36 articles about the
forged letters signed by 10 meliks of Zangazur and the “restoration
of the Armenian state”. However, each of the Western European
states he appealed said that they could not join this initiative, that it
was impossible to send military forces to the Caspian Sea shores
without the consent of Russia, and they recommended obtaining the
consent of Peter | for this initiative.'®

In fact, the international conditions at that time prevented the
European states from entering into direct conflicts with the Ottoman
Empire. Since the war of the “Holy League” with the Ottoman state
had just ended, the European states did not want to violate the peace
Treaty of Karlowitz (1699), which was quite favorable for them.
These states, which did not hesitate to use various means to un-
dermine the power of the Ottoman state, hesitated to directly use this
opportunity and prevented the implementation of Armenian projects
in this matter. they tried to direct it to Russia, which was more
interested in this matter.1%!

Israel Ori, who came to Moscow in the spring of 1701, add-
ressed Peter | by writing false information on the white sheets he had
signed to the Christian meliks of Zangazur a year ago. In total, in
July 1701 alone, Ori sent 11 letters to Peter | through boyar F.A. Go-
lovin. On July 14, 1701, he sent to Peter | the military plan consisting
of 5 points, showing all the directions of movement of the Russian
troops to the South Caucasus, and it was promised the Armenians
and Russian fighters to unite. 102

On July 25, 1701, Israel Ori was able to present the 18-point
“Moscow project” to Peter I through F.A.Golovin, which was pre-
pared to tempt the Russian troops to march to the South Caucasus. In
this project, he prepared a plan for military intervention not only in
the territories belonging to the Safavi state, but also in the Ottoman

100 See: Nacofli, G. XVIII asrds Azarbaycan orazisinds.., — s.47-48.

101 Uras, Esat. Tarihte Ermeniler ve Ermeni Meselest., s.745; Hamxadmua I
Azepbaiimxkan B XVII-XIX Bekax / I''Hamxadmu. — bumkek: «buituxtux», —
2010. — 247 c. + 16 mwwtoc. ¢.53-54.

102 See: D308, I'. CHowmenus Ietpa Benukoro.., — €.80-83; ApMAHO-pyCCKUE OTHO-
menus..., 111, 4.1, — ¢.205-208.
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lands. 1% If in the “Palatinate project” presented by 1.Ori to the Eu-
ropean states, Russia’s role was only to agree to the passage of troops
through its territory, while in the “Moscow project” presented to
Peter I, participation of Russian army of 25.000 people (15.000 ca-
valry, 10.000 infantry) was planned. 14

In both projects, the borders of the Armenian state were
considered to be established within the boundaries of the Safavi and
Ottoman empires. These areas were mainly the northwestern lands of
Azerbaijan - Chukhursaad province, Ganja-Karabakh, partly South
Azerbaijan and Eastern Anatolia territories belonging to the Ottoman
state.

In second sub-chapter of the chapter entitled “Policy of Peter
| for taking advantage of the Armenians in the occupation of the
South Caucasus”, Peter I's (1682-1725) secret goal regarding the
South Caucasus, the use of Armenians as a tool for the realization of
this goal and other issues have been analyzed.

Czar Peter I, who tried to turn Russia into a world empire; so
showed great interest in the Caspian Sea and the countries around fit,
which he considered to be the “true junction of the entire East” in the
southeast direction. He wanted to take the southwestern and southern
shores of the Caspian Sea that is, Azerbaijan and Gilan, to turn the
Caspian Sea into his internal lake, and to develop a profitable sea
trade for him. He intended to get way leading to India from here and
on the other hand, to unite with Armenians and Georgians and thre-
aten the Eastern borders of his main rival, the Ottoman Empire.%

Until the beginning of the 18th century, Russia did not have
the strength for military and political aggression, so it carried out
only economic policy against the Safavi state. However, realizing
that this policy was of little importance, Peter | decided to seize the
Caspian provinces through military invasion. A neat “reason” was

103 See: D308, I'. Cromenus Ilerpa Benukoro.., — €.85-91; ApMsSHO-pyCCKUE OTHO-
menus..., T.11, 4.1, — ¢.210-216.

104 See: Nocofli, G. XVIII asrdo Azorbaycan arazisinda.., — s.54-56.

105 See: Mustafazads, T. Rusiyanin Conubi Qafgaz vo On Asiya siyasetindo ermani
amili (XVIHI-XIX asrin avvali) // — Baki: AMEA, Tarix Institutu “Elmi Osorlor”.
“Xiisusi buraxilig”, — 2015. Ne 52, 53, 54, 55, — 5.352-358. — 5.352.
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needed for this. Such a “reason” was the idea of “helping the Chris-
tians living in this region — the unfortunate Armenians and Geor-
gians in the fight against oppressive Muslims”.1%

Along with preparations for the march to the Caspian coastal
provinces, Peter | also paid special attention to legalizing this
occupation. The main document reflecting the official propaganda of
Peter | was the Manifesto dated July 15, 1722.1%" In May 1722, Peter
I, who left Moscow for Astrakhan together with his wife Catherine
I Alekseyevna, arrived in Astrakhan on June 15, where he signed the
Manifesto addressed to the population living in the Caspian coastal
areas.!%®

In the manifesto written in Russian, Persian and Azerbaijani,
Haji Davud and Surkhai Khan’s slaughter of the Russians in
Shamakhy and Safavi Shah’s failure to take measures against this
provocation were stated as the reasons for march of Peter. It should
also be noted that if Peter I reassured the Christian population living
in the South Caucasus under the pretext of “saving them from the
Muslims”, he told the Shia Muslims living in the Caspian coastal
regions that he was “on friendly terms with the Safavi Shah,and he
announced that he had come not to seize his territories, but to save
them from rebelled feudal lords and neighboring Turks”. 1%°

In order to study the western shores of the Caspian Sea, Peter
I sent one of his close people, A.P.Volinsky, to the Safavi state, with
the condition that he would pass through Shirvan by caravan from
Azerbaijan. At the same time, Peter | gave a secret instruction to
Volynsky, who was on his way to Isfahan as an envoy. In paragraph
VIII of the instructions given to him, was written: “He had to learn
about Armenians, their number, where they live, whether there are
nobles among them, and what their situation is”. 11

Taking advantage of Armenians and Georgians, Peter | sent
B. Turkistanov on July 2 to King Vakhtang VI of Kartli with a letter,

106 See: Nacafli, G. XVIII asrds Azarbaycan srazisinds.., — 5.37-38, 68.

107 Azorbaycan: beynolxalg munasibatlor vo diplomatiya.., — s.100-101,105-107.
108 Mustafazado, T. Avropa diplomatiyasinda “ermani mosalosi” ..., s.32.

109 Mycracdasane T. Azepbaiimkan u pyccko-TypeLKHe. ., ¢.46.

110 Mustafazado T. Avropa diplomatiyasinda.., s.30.
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informing him that the Russian troops would soon arrive on the
shores of the Caspian Sea, that all the Christians living in the South
Caucasus should unite and help him, and that the city of Iravan
would be destroyed. He demanded that it be captured by Vakhtang so
that it would not fall into the hands of the Ottoman Turks.!'! Ar-
menian clerics who had relations with Vakhtang VI were familiar
with Peter’s plans and completely shared them. The letter of Arch-
bishop Minas Parvazyan, the head of the Armenian diocese in Tiflis,
dated December 22, 1722, to vardapet Minas stated: “You know that
Iravan is the key to the Iranian lands (Safavi state - G.N.) and our
intention is to seize lravan Fortress. If it is in our hands, neither the
Turks nor the Iranians will be able to do anything to us.”!2

At the time, many letters addressed to Peter | began to be sent
on behalf of the Christian meliks of Karabakh. In one of these letters,
it is requested that the Karabakh region, as well as the “Gafan region
between Karabakh and Iravan” be transferred to the protectorate of
the Russian Empire and extensive description of existing roads,
mountains and other natural-geographic areas from the Caspian Sea
up to Karabakh were given.'*3

After the occupation of the Caspian coastal areas, Peter |
first planned to change the demographic situation in order to stren-
gthen here. For this purpose, was intended to reduce the number of
Turkish-Muslim population, to move Christians, primarily Arme-
nians, to the mentioned areas and settle.

In January 1724, the Russian government secretly sent lvan
Karapet, an officer of the Russian army, to Karabakh with the task of
“uniting the forces of the Christian meliks of Karabakh and resisting
the Ottomans if necessary”.'** On November 5, 1724, the Russian
Foreign Affairs Collegium gave a secret mission to three Armenians
from Astrakhan lvan Karapet being on the head: “Make the

111 See: Apmsno-pycckue otHomenus. ., T.11, u.l, ¢.7-13.

112 ApMsHO-pyCcCKHE OTHOMEHHS. ., T.11, w.I, . XXXI.

113 3amuchk 3asBIEHUH, C/IENaHHBIX B rOCyIapcTBeHHOH KoJlernu MHOCTPaHHBIX
JIeNT TIPeICTaBUTEISIMH acTpaxaHCKuX apMsH (5 HosiOp 1724 r.) // ABIIPU, donx.
Nel100 “CPA”, on.101, neno 2, 1724 r. — mn1.2700, 28.

114 See: Apmano-pycckue otHomenus, T.11, u.I, c.LVIII-LIX.
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Christians of Karabakh and Patriarch Isai move to the Caspian
provinces.”%®

Peter I’s “Majesty’s Decree to the Armenian People” (Bvico-
yatimas 2pamoma 10.11.24) provided for taking Armenians under
the protection of the Russian Empire and settling them in the Caspian
coastal areas — Gilan, Mazandaran, Baku, etc.® On the same date,
Peter | wrote in his other decree (Bwicouatimue yxazwt) sent to
General Matyushkin directly about the relocation of Armenians to
the occupied lands: “Armenians in Gilan, Mazandaran, Baku, Der-
bend and other Caspian regions if they move to the provinces, they
should be offered the most convenient and profitable places available
in cities and villages, and local residents who do not have a good
attitude towards Russia should be evicted from there”. !t

Colonel Ostafyev was assigned to settle Armenians in Baku
city and the surrounding villages of the city, as well as Colonel
Yunger was assigned to settle Armenians in Derbend and villages
near the city.!'8

It is clear from all the decrees of Peter | that he paid such
attention and patronized the Armenians for the sake of Russia.

Chapter III called “Plans and projects drawn up for the
purpose of creating an Armenian state in the lands of Azerbaijan
in the second half of the 18th century”, consisting of 2 sub-
chapters, covers the projects and military plans drawn up by Arme-
nians for the purpose of creating an Armenian state on the Azer-
baijani lands in the second half of the 18th century.

The first sub-chapter called “Projects for the Creation of an
Armenian State on the Azerbaijani Land (1760-1782)”, mainly deals
from the time when Catherine 11 (1762-1796) came to power until the
Treaty of Georgievsk, projects of Armenians presented to Russia and
other European countries were illuminated.

In the 60s of the 18th century an Armenian from Hamadan

115 NNonocenust Tlepcueit, I'pysueii u Apmenneii / ABIIPU, ¢pona. Ne77, “CPIT”,
om.1, 1729 r., neno 3, —1.119.

116 3308, I'. Cuommenus [Terpa Benuxoro.., — €.392-393.

17 3308, I'. Cuomenus [Terpa Benuxoro.., — €.396-397.

118 See: Mycradasane T. Azep0aiimkan u pyccko-Typenkue.., c.142-143,
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losif Emin called for “creating a united Armenian-Georgian state”
under the rule of the Georgian Czar Irakli Il and proposed a project
for the Christian meliks living in the territory of the Karabakh
Khanate “to establish a joint Armenian-Georgian army on the
European model under the rule of Irakli 11”.1° In November 1761,
meeting with Chancellor Vorontsov, I.LEmin’s proposal about
“creating a Georgian-Armenian state union under the patronage of
the powerful Russian Empire” was welcomed. Even the Empress
Elizabeth, who was lying ill, approved this project and expressed her
opinion that “the presence of an Armenian state in the South
Caucasus would be of great importance for Russia, especially in the
conditions of war with Turkey” 1%

During the Russian-Turkish war (1768-1774) the project
“Liberation of Armenia” and “Establishment of an Armenian state
under the protection of Russia” prepared by Moisey Sarafov (Movses
Sarafyan — G.N.), a resident of Astarkhan, who took over the
ownership of the textile manufactory, was submitted to the College
of Foreign Affairs of Russia in the summer of 1769. 2! In this
project, consisting of 14 paragraphs was planned to organize a
military march from two directions to the Azerbaijani lands. The first
direction was to be organized “by water through the Caspian Sea and
by land through the territory of Iran”, and the second direction “by
passing through the territory of Georgia”.1?

In the mentioned period, the wealthy Armenian Ivan Lazarev
(Hovanes Aghazaryan - G.N.), who worked as a jeweler in the
Petersburg palace and the archbishop of Armenians in Russia losif
Argutinsky (Hovsen Argutyan - G.N.) was more active. By various
means, they gained the trust of high-ranking officials in Russian
ruling circles — prince G. Potemkin, general A. Suvorov, chancellor

119 See: Nacofli G. XVIII ssrda.., 5.109-110.

120Apansu XK. A. ApmsHckuit npocetutens Mocud Imun. // — Mockksa: Hosas u
HoBeitmas ucropus, —1998, Nel, — ¢.148-163. — ¢.156; See: Nocaofli G. XVIII asr-
do.., s.110.

12 Mpoext Mosceca Capadosa //ABIIPY, dpoux. Nel10 “CPI™, on.110/2, 1761 .
neio 2, — m11.90-9206.

12 Agansn XK. A. ApMAHCKHI IPOCBETUTENb. ., C.156.
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A. Bezborodko, took advantage of this and put forward a project
called “Creation of an Armenian state under the protection of Rus-
sia” with their help and tried to realize it.1?3

At the beginning of 1780, lvan Lazarev handed A.Suvorov
the so-called “Report” (“/loknaanas 3amucka”) — “Measures about
the political situation of Armenia and the restoration of the Arme-
nian state”. Besides the plans of “restoration of Greater Armenia
and establishment of a separate Armenian state in Iravan”, a ficti-
tious map named ‘“Ancient Armenian Territories” with Suvorov’s
signature was also presented to prince G.Potyomkin.1?*

I.Argutynsky, trying to take advantage of the opportunity
opened for Russia by the Kiglik Gaynarca peace treaty, presented his
project “Creation of the tsardom of Ararat” to the Russian autho-
rities. 2° The project was approved by Catherine 1.

In the 60s -70s of the 18th century, Indian Armenian Shaamir
Shaamiryan (Shahemir Shahemiryan) drafted another plan — mana-
gement form of the “Armenian state” that would be created. Accor-
ding to this plan: “the independent Armenian state to be created
should be headed by an Armenian Czar; the state must have a per-
manent representative in St. Petersburg; A lifelong contract should
be signed with Russia; In order to ensure the security of Armenia, the
Russian garrison of 6.000 men had to stay in Armenia for 20
years”.1?

The circle in Madras also prepared and published the draft
Constitution of the future Armenian state consisting of 2 volumes
and 521 articles. According to Shaamiryan, the state to be created
should be either a republic or a constitutional monarchy like En-
gland.

Thus, taking advantage of the tense international situation in
the third quarter of the 18th century and the help of Russia, the rich

123 Sge: CoOpaHHE aKTOB, OTHOCAIMXCA.., C.68-70; ApPMAHO - pycCKHE OTHOILE-
Hus..., T.IV, a1l ¢.151-152.

124 ApmsHo - pycckue oTHomeHus..., .1V, w.Il, ¢.7, ¢.151-152.

125 Uras E. Tarihte Ermeniler ve.., s.749; Necefli G. XVIII. Asirda Azerbaycan
Torpaklarinda Ermeni Devleti Kurma Tesebbiisleri. Istanbul, 2014, 5.125-126.

126 Fcropusa apmsanckoro Hapoaa (mox.pea. M.I.Hepcucsn).., ¢.173.
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Armenians tried to realize plans and projects they had prepared for
this purpose with the help of the Russian Empire, bringing to the fore
the idea of creating an Armenian state at the expense of the historical
northwest lands of Azerbaijan.

In the second sub-chapter called “Military plans drawn up for
the purpose of establishing an Armenian state on the Azerbaijani
lands (1783-1800)”, projects drawn up by Armenians in the period
from the Georgievsk Treaty to the end of the century were studied.
Immediately after the signing of the Treaty of Georgiyevsk
(24.07.83) between Russia and Georgia, the project “Russian-
Armenian Treaty” for the establishment of an Armenian state in the
western lands of the Iravan Khanate and the eastern lands of the
Ottoman Empire, was prepared by I.Argutinsky and submitted to the
Russian authorities. This plan, consisting of 18 paragraphs contained
a wide range of assumptions about the “political structure of the
Armenian state”. 22’ The plan envisaged the conclusion of a military
alliance between the Armenian state which would be established in
the form of absolute monarchy and Russia, the construction of a port
on the Caspian Sea for the Armenians, and the capital of the state
being any point in Ani or Ararat (Agri) region. l.Argutinsky cannot
give an exact opinion about the capital of the Armenian state to be
created; the capital of the Armenian state to be created could be any
place in Ani or Ararat (Agri) region.

In the mentioned period, another project called ‘“Russian-
Armenian Agreement” (“Southern Project”) consisting of 17 articles
was prepared by Sh. Shaamiryan and submitted to the Russian aut-
horities. The project envisaged the establishment of a united Ar-
menian-Georgian state headed by Irakli 11.12

Shaamiryan understood very well the impossibility of crea-
ting an Armenian state in the historical lands of Azerbaijan without
the help of Russia. Therefore, he tries to establish a relationship with
the Russian authorities, even to strengthen the Russian-Armenian
union, offered the Armenians living in Madras to move to Qizlar and

127 Uras E. Tarihte Ermeniler ve.., s.753-754.
128 See: Nocofli G. XVIII osrdo.., 5.122.
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live under the patronage of Russia.

There were differences in mutual relations between the Ar-
menian state to be created and the Russian Empire in both projects.
“Northern Project” envisaged the Armenian state to be in direct
vassal dependency of Russia, the appointment of Armenian Czar by
Russian emperor, and the permanent maintenance of Russian army
on the territory of this state. In the “Southern Project”, the depen-
dence of this Armenian state on Russia was defined as the annual
payment and withdrawal of a certain military force during the war.
Sh. Shaamiryan saw the political structure of the future Armenian
state not as an absolute; monarchy, but as a bourgeois republic and
dependence on Russia only in paying tribute. Despite slight diffe-
rences both projects were united by the same idea. The plan to create
a state for the Armenians had to be implemented only with the
military assistance of the ruling circles of Tsarist Russia and mainly
at the expense of occupation of the Azerbaijani lands.

However, in mid of the 80s of the 18th century the Russian
ruling circles, who started negotiations with Alimurad Khan, who
took power in the east of Iran, decided to seize the South Caucasus
not by military means, but by peaceful one, which was more
profitable for them. Tsarist Russia’s policy prompted Armenians to
get closer to the Georgians in order to realize their intentions. That is
why Sh.Shaamiryan expressed his hope in his letter to Irakli 1l that
“an independent Georgian-Armenian state will be created with the
help of Russia”.1?®

In the second half of the 18th century, the Russian Empire
was unable to continue active colonialist policy in the South
Caucasus until the end, this project and military plans drawn up for
this purpose of creation of an Armenian state at the expense of
Azerbaijani lands, did not materialize.

Chapter 1V, entitled “Plans of Czarist Russia to create an
Armenian state on the Azerbaijani lands in the second half of the
18th century”, consists of three sub-chapters. In the first sub-chapter

129 ApmsHo-pycckue otnomenus X VIII Beke.., ¢.9; Nacofli G. XVIII ssrda.., 5.126.
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entitled “The influence of the international situation on the activities
of Czarist Russia to create an Armenian state at the expense of
Azerbaijani lands” the influence of the international situation on the
activities of Czarist Russia on the creation of a state on the Azer-
baijani lands in the second half of the 18th century is considered.

In the second sub-chapter called “South Caucasus policy of
Catherine IlI: Armenians as a tool”, the preparation in St. Petersburg
of military campaign plans of Russian troops to the South Caucasus
starting from the end of 1779; strengthening of Russian influence in
the South Caucasus by seizing the Caspian coastal provinces in the
autumn of 1782; decision-making to rely on two vassal Christian
states, which will become Russia’s political and strategic outpost in
the South Caucasus against Iran and Turkey - Georgia and t
“Armenia” to be created; appointing of prince G.Potyomkin as the
commander-in-chief for Caucasian affairs, and his relative general
P.Potyomkin as the head of the Caucasian defense line; according to
the government’s order, P.Potyomkin, first of all, should establish
relations with the Georgian Czar Irakli Il and Armenians, etc. have
been investigated.

On March 28, 1783, at the next meeting of the Board of Fo-
reign Affairs in Petersburg, the goal of Russia’s South Caucasus
policy was expressed as: “to own the Caspian Sea”, “to create an
alliance with Georgians and Armenians”.*® In G.Potyomkin’s letter
in this regard to prince A.Bezborodko, was mentioned that according
to the map presented to Catherine Il, we will occupy only the
territories up to Baku. The territories consisting of Karabakh and
Garadagh together with the kingdom of Irakli will be united with
Turkish Armenia.t3!

130 Hacraenenue xusss I.A.Tloremkuna renepany I1.C.IToremxuny // ABIIPU,
tdorm. NoS “Cexpernpie muenus KIMJ1”, omuc 5, gact 1, (1783-1787 rr.) nemo 580,
—mr.117; Nacofli G. XVIII asrds.., 5.126.

131 Mucemo T.A.Tloremkuna Taspuueckomy kHs3t0 A.A.Besboponxo // ABIIPY,
¢donm. Ne5 “Cexpernbie muenust KMJI”, omue 5, wacr 1, (1783-1787 rr.) nemo 582,
—m1.103-106; Maxmynos .M., Hamxadau I'.Jlx. Urpel Benukux aepkas Mo cO3-
JIAHUIO apMSHCKOTO TOCyJapcTBa Ha Tepputopur AszepOaitmkana. / SI.M.Max-
mymoB, I'.JIx. Hamkaduu. — bumkek: «Yayy Toomop», — 2021, —392 ¢, ¢.201.
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In the semi-chapter, on the basis of rich materials the secret
orders of Catherine Il to P.Potyomkin through G.Potyomkin in April-
May 1783 — the overthrow of Ibrahim Khan of Shusha; the estab-
lishment of an Armenian province in Karabakh that depends only on
Russia; using all the possibilities for the organization of this pro-
vince, placing a great number of Armenians in Karabakh; handing
the administration of this province to the Christian meliks as soon as
the necessary conditions arose; in accordance with the empress’
promise to the Armenians, the creation of a Christian state that will
be delivered to the Armenians through G.Potyomkin; the facts about
the Armenians always being in the center of attention for the creation
of a strong Christian state in Asia and the Karabakh region under the
supreme protection of Russia were studied.!3

In May 1783, Prince Grigory Potyomkin gave the following
instructions to General Pavel Potyomkin: “Armenians had to be
always kept ready for Russia’s plans in Armenia (in the document,
the territory of the Iravan Khanate is presented under this name -
G.N.) and in Karabakh”, Armenians should be cherished in order to
create a strong Christian state consisting of Armenian and Karabakh
territories in Asia under the supreme protection of Russia”.**3

It is possible to observe that at the end of 1783, plans to seize
the South Caucasus, including the Azerbaijani lands, and to help the
Armenian state intensified in the Russian palace. At the time, two
directions were considered for the intervention of Russian troops to
the South Caucasus — first, Derbend and along the Caspian Sea
coasts to Anzali; and the second - attacking Karabakh and Garadagh

132 See: U3 opaepa I'.A.TToremkuna I1.C.TTotemkuny (6 anpens 1783 r.) / PTBUA,
dorm. Ne52, om.2/203, memo 90, — m1.8-800; Jonecenuss kHs3s IloTemkuHa 0
pesomtoru nipo Mopanm xana IllymmHckaro, o moktope Peitnerce u o ®aramu
xaHe, oT 19 mas 1783 r. Xepcon / PTBUA, donm. Ne52, om.1/194, neno 32, —
mr.la-1ao0;. MapkoBa O.I1. Poccusi, 3akaBkaze W MexayHapomHele.., — C.185;
Mustafazade T.T. XVII yuzillik-XIX yuzilliyin avvallarinds.., s.60; Azarbaycan
tarixi arxiv senadlarinda (XVI1-XX asrin avvallari). I cild. Rusiya Dovlst Harbi
Tarix Arxivinin ssnadlori., s.91-92.

133 Noxnaanas 3anucka I1.C.IToremkuna I'.A. TToremkuny (mMas 1783 r.) / PTBUA,
doum. Ne52, om.2/203, neno 29, — n.31 — surati: AMEA TIEA, fond. Ne1795 /3/ —
c.751.
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from Georgia, and this campaign was supposed to end with the
capture of Iravan. If the war with the Ottoman state did not happen,
the Russian ruling circles planned to focus their main activities on
the capture of Iravan and the creation of the Armenian state. 13

Since the Armenian population in the region was small in
number, both sides — Czarist Russia and Armenians tried to take
advantage of the other Christian population. The use of Christian
meliks in the Karabakh Khanate and their taking into own hands in
different ways was in the focus of both sides’ attention. For example,
General Potyomkin wrote in his secret letter to Prince Potyomkin
that he had sent a gold watch to each of the nobles of Karabakh and
spent 385" rubles on it, and the deliverer of the gifts was given 100
rubles.*®

And I.Argutinsky wrote in his letter dated September 10,
1784 addressed to Prince Potemkin: “If the Shusha Khan is accepted
under the patronage of the Empress, then | humbly request that our
meliks (Karabakh meliks — G.N.) be accepted under Russian pro-
tection as a special structure. 13

Although the creation of an Armenian state is considered
necessary in most of the military campaign plans prepared by the
ruling circles of Russia, it appears that there was not any concrete
idea regarding the specific area in which this state to be established,
the form of administration, and whether the Iravan Khanate to be
included in this state or not.

In the third sub-chapter entitled “Last initiatives of Catherine
Il in the South Caucasus policy: secret instructions given to Valerian

13 Pensums I'.A.Tlotemrxuna Exatepume, r.Jly6posna // ABIIPU, Qonx. Ne77

“CPII” on.6. 1784 r. neno 469, — n.1-2; ApmsHo-pycckue oTHomeHuss XVIII
BEKeE.., ¢.299.

* Considering that the price of 1 pound (16 kg) of flour at that time was 86
kopecks, one can imagine the value of the funds spent by the Russian ruling circles
on the owners of Karabakh.
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Zubov” the initiatives of tsarist Russia, which gained a wide activity
in the South Caucasus after the Treaty of Yassy, to implement its
plans to re-conquer the Caspian coastal provinces is traced. It was
determined that during the invasion campaign of V.Zubov to Azer-
baijan in 1796, tsarist Russia again planned to establish a Christian
state in the territory of the Karabakh Khanate, as in 1783, and a
secret instruction was given to V.Zubov from Petersburg “to over-
throw the Karabakh Khanate and give power to local Christians”.*%’

Chapter V entitled “Activities of Czarist Russia and Ar-
menians in Azerbaijan in the first half of the 19th century”
consists of 4 sub-chapters. In the first sub-chapter called “Armenian
factor, during the occupation of Northern Azerbaijan khanates by
Russia”, the policy of making sufficient use of the “Armenian factor”
during the war waged by the Russian Empire with the Gajar state for
the occupation of Azerbaijani lands in the first half of the 19th
century was investigated.

At the same time, we trace Armenians’ claim to larger terri-
tories to establish their own state, encouraged by the end of the
occupation of the Azerbaijani khanates. For example, Kh. Lazarev, in
his project presented to the tsar's officials (December 27, 1827), was
not satisfied with the territory of the occupied Iravan and Nakh-
chivan khanates, and wanted Sheki, Shamakhy and Karabakh kha-
nates to join the Armenian state as well. 13

In the second sub-chapter, called “Establishment of the Arme-
nian province in north-western Azerbaijan lands and the conse-
quences of this measure”, the creation, essence and consequences of
the Armenian province to be created in the occupied Azerbaijani
lands were studied. The creation of a new administrative structure in
the occupied Azerbaijani lands - the Armenian province, which cor-
responds to the interests of Russia and the expansion of activities in
the direction of the Armenianization of the region - were studied.

187 Uncrpykums remepany B.A.3yGosy (19 despans 1796 r.) // PTBUA, donn.
Ne846 (BYA), om.16, memo 2799, — mn.1-706 — surati: AMEA, TIEA, fond. RIS,
1787-1800, c286.

138 Cpenenus nonydenusie yepes Apmsn o Iepcuu v Ipysun (27 peppans 1828 r.)
// PTBUA, NeB46 (BYA), om.16, nemno 4338, — mn.72-73.
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In the third sub-chapter called “Purposeful relocation of Arme-
nians from the Qajar Iran to Northern Azerbaijani lands”, it was
revealed that despite a special instruction to resettle the Armenians
relocated from Iran to Iravan, Nakhchivan and Karabakh regions; the
given instructions was violated and along with Armenians forcibly
moved from Maragha, Tabriz, Khoy, Selmas, Urmiya, Dilman re-
gions, Armenians living in the territory called Iranian Kurdistan were
also resettled to the occupied Azerbaijani lands. $3°

In the IV sub-chapter entitled “The purposeful resettlement of
Armenians from the Ottoman Empire to the Northern Azerbaijani
lands”, the mass relocation of Armenians living in the Ottoman
territory to the Azerbaijani lands of was investigated on the basis of
new sources. During the resettlement of Armenians, the principle of
voluntariness was violated, and influential Russian soldiers and local
Armenian priests in the territory of the Ottoman state were used for
their forced resettlement. In order to prevent the relocation, the
Ottoman state issued “Afvnames” (February 1830)° about the for-
giveness of the betrayal and atrocities committed by the Armenians
during the Russian invasions, but it could not prevent it.

The fact that the relocation of Armenians from the Ottoman
Empire to the Iravan region still continued in the 30s and 40s of the
19th century has been confirmed on the basis of new archival docu-
ments. 14

In the “Conclusion” of the dissertation, the main scientific and
theoretical conclusions obtained during the research are summarized:
—The idea of creating an Armenian state in the South Caucasus was
not a real plan of Tsarist Russia. The empire used Armenians as a
tool to realize its strategic plans, to occupy the South Caucasus,

139 Neumann F. Geschichte der Ubersiedlung.., S.54-55.

140 Serasker Osman Pasa’nmin  kaimesi // BOA, Hatt-i Himayun fondu,
Ne1043/43153; Ne1043/43153D; Beydilli K. 1828-1829 Osmanli-Rus Savasi’nda..,
5.387.

141 Bpmucka u3 ornomenuu Ien.deny mapmana rpada Ilakesuya DpUBaHCKOTO
reHepai-Anroranty kw30 Jlueeny ot 8-ro asrycra Ne256 // ABIIPU, ¢.343
“ApmstHCKHE nena”’, on.46, neno 5. — m1.J1.25-25006, 26-26006.
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including the Azerbaijani khanates, and to consolidate itself in these
lands;

— From time to time, Armenians have created a false “Armenian
history” by appropriating lands belonging to many states in which
they live. As for the essence of the concept of “Armenian state”, the
state or state structures presented by them have neither a fixed
historical geography nor a tradition. Therefore, the “Armenian state
or state structures” established in history had no connection with the
Tsarist Russia and the state that Armenians planned to establish on
the Azerbaijani lands in terms of territory and legal-political suc-
cession;

— Trying to take advantage of every opportunity for their goals, the
Armenians first turned to Western Europe to present themselves in
the struggle against the Ottoman and Safavi states, but they did not
succeed.

— In the 18th century, Armenians, who sought to present the lands
belonging to the Azerbaijani khanates as Armenian, to create a
support for themselves in the fight against the khans, turned to the
Russian tsars and were able to organize themselves here;

— The onomastic units in the primary sources on the subject in
different languages, the issue of ethnic identity in the letters written
in Armenian on behalf of the Christian-Albanian meliks of Karabakh
were seriously falsified when translated by Armenians into Russian;
— In the first three fourth of the 19th century, Tsarist Russia com-
pleted the occupation of Northern Azerbaijani lands, the creation of
an Armenian province in the lands of the former Iravan and
Nakhchivan khanates, and the mass relocation of Armenians from
the territories of the Gajars and Ottoman states to this region paved
the way for the establishment of an Armenian state in the Northern
Azerbaijani lands in the future.

— As a result of this process, which had serious consequences for the
local Turkish-Muslim population, Armenians settled in mass in the
Azerbaijani lands and were able to build permanent settlements for
themselves here.
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