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I. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DISSERTATION

Relevance of the research and degree of study of the topic.
The northwestern region of the Republic of Azerbaijan, which in-
cludes the territories of the modern-day Sheki, Gabala, Oghuz, Gakh,
Zagatala, and Balakan districts, has historically been part of Azerbai-
jan’s lands and has played a significant role in the political events of
the Caucasus throughout history. These regions held considerable mil-
itary-strategic importance for both Azerbaijani states and neighboring
countries and empires with interests in the Caucasus. It’s importance
primarily stemmed from the location at the junction of the Turkic-
Muslim and Christian worlds, a factor that had a profound impact on
the region’s ethno-political history.

With Tiflis becoming a border city of Islam, the northwestern
lands of historical Azerbaijan, located east of Tiflis, became one of the
main regions serving later as a “frontier” or “border zone.” During the
Seljuk period, they constituted a border area with the Christian world,
known as the “uj” lands, which held a special status. Over time, these
lands were seized by neighboring Georgian rulers, but in later peri-
ods—under the Mongols and during the rule of the Kara Koyunlu and
Ak Koyunlu—they became part of these states and were integrated
into their administrative systems.

The region’s significance further increased during the Ottoman-
Safavid rivalry for control over the Caucasus, which spanned the 16th
century to the first third of the 18th century. By the time the region
was conquered by the Russian Empire, it was home to the Jar-Balakan
free societies (jamaats), the Ilisu Sultanate, and the Sheki Khanate. Its
proximity to Dagestan, which later became the center of the resistance
movement of mountain peoples, also contributed to the growing role
of this region in the struggle against the colonial policies of the Rus-
sian Empire.

Although the administrative-territorial reforms implemented by
the Russian Empire resulted in parts of the region’s lands remaining
within the borders of neighboring states, the portion of this historical
area that lies within the modern Republic of Azerbaijan, bordering the
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Russian Federation and the Republic of Georgia, continues to hold po-
litical, strategic, and economic importance. For this reason, studying the
history of this region solely within the framework of the modern Re-
public of Azerbaijan would not provide a complete historical picture,
highlighting the need to examine its place and role in the foreign policy
of neighboring states within the broader context of Caucasian history.

The necessity of timely studying the history of Azerbaijan’s bor-
der regions is clearly demonstrated by the bitter experience of the
Karabakh War imposed by neighboring Armenia. The full return of
Azerbaijan’s occupied territories was achieved through the skillful di-
plomacy of President Ilham Aliyev and the heroism of the Azerbaijani
national army.

The importance of studying the role and place of Azerbaijan’s
northwestern territories in the foreign policy of neighboring states is
further emphasized by the fact that this region has always been distin-
guished by its ethnocultural diversity. At times, neighboring states at-
tempted to exploit this factor to create ethno-religious divisions among
the region’s population.

Considering all the factors mentioned above, the presented dis-
sertation not only traces the foreign policy strategies of neighboring
states in the region but also examines the fate of Azerbaijan’s north-
western territories amidst this struggle.

In the course of working on the dissertation, a significant num-
ber of primary sources, comprehensive studies, specialized mono-
graphs, and articles on the subject written in Azerbaijani, Turkish,
English, Russian, and Persian, were studied, analyzed, and critically
reinterpreted

Among the sources particular attention should be given to un-
published archival materials from the State Historical Archive of the
Republic of Azerbaijan (SHARA) in funds 579, 866, and 892; the Rus-
sian State Historical Archive in Saint Petersburg (RSHA) (funds 28,
1018, 1268); the Russian State Military-Historical Archive (funds 482,
846); the National Archive of Georgia (NAG) (funds 2, 16, 236, 416,
1414); the newspaper collection of the Saltykov-Shchedrin Russian
National Library and the Ottoman Archives in Istanbul (BOA) (funds
A{DVNS_MHM.d...}, ADVNS_MHM.d, C..AS, HAT, HR.SFR.1,
TS.MA.e).

From Georgian sources, the study extensively utilized the work
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of the 11th-century author Leonti Mrovelil, as well as another source
from the same period, «The Chronlcle of Karth» and the work of
Georgian prince Vakhushti Bagrationi®.

The ethno-political processes that took place in the region during
and after the Mongol conquests were studied by comparing data from
sources of the period under investigation, such as Fazlullah Rashid al-
Din?*, Shihab al-Din Muhammad al-Nasawi®, Ibn al-Athir®, and Mah-
mud al- -Kashgari’.

In studying the place and role of the researching region in the
Ottoman-Safavid rivalry for the Caucasus, were used works of such
Ottoman authors as Bedreddinzade Ali Bey?®, Ibrahim Efendi Pechevi®,
and Gelibolulu Mustafa Ali*°. Among Safavid sources, the works used

1 Mpogenu, JI. XKuzneonncanne Kapramiickux mapeii. IlepeBo, IpeaucIoBue 1
kommeHTtapuu [".B.Ilynas / JI. MpoBenu. - Mocksa: Hayka, - 1979. - 851 c.

2 Jleronucy Kaptau / Ilepeson, BBencnue u npumedanus [.B. Ilynas. -T6unucu:
Meunuepeba, - 1982. - 112 c.

3parparuonu, B. Uctopus napcrea I'pysunckoro / B. Barpatnonu. - Tounucu:
«Meunuepebar, - 1976. - 338 c.

4 Pammp an-Jun, @aznynnax. CoopHuK TeTonucel [B Tpex Tomax] / P. dasmyi-
nax. - Mocksa-Jlenunrpaa: Usn.-so Akanemun nayk CCCP, - 1. I, k. 1. - 1952,
- 316 c.; Pammup an-/lun, @aznymiax. CoopHUK jeTomnuceii [B Tpex Tomax] / P.
®daznymnax. - MockBa-Jlenunrpan: M3a.-so Akagemun Hayk CCCP, - 1. II. —
1960. — 248 c.

° An-Hacasm, 111. M. JKusneonucanwue cynrana xanan ax-duna MankGypusr / 111,
M. An-HacaBu. — Baky: Omm, - 1973. - 450 c.; Ar-Hacasu, 11I. M. Cupat Ac-
Cynran [xanan an-Jlma MaukOypHel (JKusneommcanue cynrana J[xamam an-
Juna MauxOypnsl) / III. M. Au-HacaBu. — Mocksa: Bocrounas nuteparypa, -
1996. - 798 c.

6 116m an-Acup. Marepuaiisl 110 uctopuu Asepbaiipkana uz Tapux an-Kamuib (1on-
HOro cBozia ucropun) / I6n an-Acup. — baky: M3n-Bo A3®AH, -1940. - 184 c.

7 Kasgarli, M. Divan-ii Liigati’t-Turk: [4 cilddo] / M. Kasgarl.. — Ankara: Ankara
Universitesi Basimevi, - ¢. I. — 1998. — 530 s.; Kasgarli, M. Divan-ii Liigati’t-Tiirk:
[4 cildda] / M. Kasgarh — Ankara: Ankara UanCI‘SlteSl Basimevi, - c. I1l. —1999.
—452s.

8 Mamenos T.M. «Kaume» Benpemmunzane Anu-6es // Baky: Ussectus AH Azep6.
CCP, CUDII, - 1988. Ne 3, -¢.71-73

® IMeuern Y. Vctopus (U3Bneuenns no uctopun Asepbaiipkana U COTpeIebHbIX
cTpaH u obnacrei neproga 1520-1640 rr.) / U. IleyeBn. — baky: Omm, - 1988. -
100 c.

10 Gelibolulu M. A. Nusret-name / M. A. Gelibolulu. — Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu
Erek matbaasi, - 2014. - 355 s.
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include "Ahsan al-Tawarikh™ by Hasan Bek Rumlu®!, "Tarikh-i Alam
Ara-yi Abbasi" by Iskandar Bek Munshi,*? and "Tadhkirat al-Muluk™
translated by V. Minorsky.!3

Among European sources, it is necessary to note the works of
the 18th-century British merchant Jonas Hanway, who described the
period marking the decline of the Safavid state*.

From local sources, it is necessary to highlight "The Chronicle
of the Wars of Jar" by Molla Muhammad al-Jari.*®

A special place among the sources is occupied by the materials
collected in the "Acts of the Caucasian Archaeographic Commission."

The study of certain aspects of the history of the northwestern
territories of Azerbaijan began in the XIX, that is, with the beginning
of the conquest of this region by the Russian Empire.

From the first quarter of the XIX century, research by Russian
authors on the history and culture of the population of the Jar-Balakan
communities, the Ilisu Sultanate, and the Shaki Khanate began to ap-
pear in periodicals. These materials, according to their nature and time
of appearance, can be divided into three periods.

The first period covers the first third of the XIX century.

11 Rumlu, Hoson bay. Dhsaniit-Tovarix (Tarixlorin an yaxsisi). Hicri 807-985/ Mi-
ladi 1404-1578-ci illorin hadisolori haqqinda tarixi salnamo / H.Rumlu. -Kas-
tamonu: Uzanlar, - 2017. - 661 s.

12 Miinsi, Isgondoar bay. Diinyani bazoyen Abbasin tarixi (Tarixe-alomaraye-Abbasi)
[2 cildda] / I. Miinsi. — Bak1: Sarg-Qorb, - ¢.1. - 2010. - 1144 s.; Miinsi, Isgondor
boy. Diinyan1 bazayan Abbasin tarixi (Tarixe-alomaraye-Abbasi) [2 cildda] / 1.
Miinsi. — Baki: Sorq-Qarb, - ¢.2. - 2014. - 1400 s.; Miinsi, Isgondor bay. Tarix-i
alomara-yi Abbasi (Abbasin diinyam bazoyan tarixi). I cild / Baka, I. Miinsi. — Baki:
“Tahsil”, 2009, 792 s.

13 Tadhkirat Al-Muluk. A Manual of Safavid Administration (circa 1137/1725).
Translated and explained by V.Minorsky. / London: “E.J.W. Gibb Memorial
Trust”, - 1943 (reprinted 1980). -218 p.

14 Hanway Jonas. The Revolutions of Persia: Containing the Reign of Shah Sultan
Hussein, with the Invasion of the Afghans, and the Reigns of Sultan Mir Maghmud
and his Successor Sultan Ashreff.vol I. / Jonas Hanway. - University of California
Libraries, - 1923. - 624 p.; Hanway Jonas. An Historical Account of British Trade
Over The Caspian Sea With a Journal of Travels. Vol. Il. / J. Hanway. — Dublin:
Booksellers in Dame-street, - 1753. — 606 p.

15 Bl-Cari, Molla M. Car salnamasi. Orabcadan terciima, giris, sarhlor vo geydlor
Sevda Siileymanovanindir / Molla M. ©l-Cari. — Baki: Soda, - 1997. - 146 s.
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However, even before the conquest of Azerbaijani territories in the
early XIX century, the Russian Empire was actively collecting infor-
mation on the khanates and territories of Azerbaijan.!°

In 1819, immediately after the abolition of the Shaki Khanate, a
"Description of the Shaki Province" was compiled. This document
provided detailed information on the estates and incomes of the Shaki
khans, as well as on fortresses and structures. It also included a list of
all tf;(Ye villages of the former khanate, accompanied by statistical
data.

In 1829, an article appeared in the newspaper "Russian Invalid
or Military News", in which the author described the borders of the
Jar-Balakan societies and the circumstances of their conquest.®

In the following year, 1830, an article titled "Trip to the Jar and
Belokan regions™ was published in numbers 81-83 of the "Tiflis
News" newspaper.'°

In 1834-1835 was published a four-volume work of P. Zubov.
The third part of his multi-volume work includes a description of the
population of the Jar-Balakan area.?’

16 Bypuames, C.JI. Onucanne O6nacreii Anpe6uxkanckux B [lepcuu M UX MoauTHYE-
ckoro cocrostaus / C.J1. Bypnaiues. - Kypck: Tunorpadust Kypckoro Ipukasza O6-
miectBeHHoro [Ipmpenns, - 1793. - 27 ¢; Kaptuna ['py3uu uiam onmcaHue MOJIUTH-
4ecKoro coctosiHus apetB KapramnHckoro n KaxernHekoro, cienanHoe npedbia-
rouM 1ipu Ero Beicouectse nape Kapranuuckom u Kaxerunckom Upakimuu Temy-
Ppa30BUYE MOJIKOBHUKOM U KaBajiepoM bypHareBsiM B Tudiuce B 1786 1. / Uznanue
K.H. burnuesa. — Tugmmuc: Tunorpadust . A.Maptupocsaia, - 1896. - 24 c.

17 Omucanwe 1llekMHCKOM TPOBUHIMM, COCTaBIeHHOE B 1819 romy mo pacmopsike-
HUIO TNTaBHOymHpasitromero B I'py3un Epmorosa, reHepan-maiiopom AXBepo-
BBIM U CTaTCKUM coBeTHMKOM MoruneBckuM / Tudmuc: Tunorpadus riaBHOTO
namectHuka Kaskasckoro, - 1866. - 98 c.

18 O Yapckux u BenokaHckux Je3ruHax // Pycckuii MHBAMJL WK BOGHHBIE BEJOMO-
cru. CII6. - 1829, 20 staBapst, Ne 19, - ¢.74-76.

19 Tloesnka B [xapckyro n bamakenckyro obmnactu // Tudumcckue Be1oMoCTH. -
1830, 9 oxtsi6pst, Ne 81, - c¢. 119-120.; [Toe3axa B [xapckyto u banakenckyro 00-
nacty (nponoswkenue). // - Tudmue: Tudaucckue Benomoctn, 1830, 11 oxTa0ps.
Ne 82-83, - ¢.123-128.

20 3y6os I1. Kapruna KaBkasckoro kpas, mpuHayIekanero Poccun u conpeess-
HBIX OHOMY 3€MeJb B MCTOPHUYECKOM, CTATHCTHYECKOM, STHOTpapuIecKoM, (Bu-
HAaHCOBOM M TOPTOBOM OTHOIIEHHSX: [B deThlpex Tomax] / I1. 3ybos. Cankr-Ile-
tepOypr: Tunorpadus Konpana Bunredepa, - 111 gacts. -1835. - 272 c.
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Among the works published during the period under considera-
tion, it is worth mentioning "Review of Russian Holdings in the Cau-
casus in Statistical, Ethnographic, and Financial Aspects".?

The authors of almost all of the aforementioned works share the
concept of considering the northwestern territories of Azerbaijan as
"historical lands of Georgia" and, in accordance with this view, divid-
ing the population of the region into “indigenous” and "immigrant"
groups. The Ingiloy population was considered indigenous Georgian
people who were forcibly converted to Islam during the reign of Shah
Abbas I. The other ethnic groups— "Lezgins" (Tsakhurs and Avars)
and "Mughals" (Turks)—were regarded by Russian authors as immi-
grants who had conquered "Georgian lands."

The second period of publications by Russian authors on the
Caucasus spans the 1840s-1870s. During this time, a number of works
discussing the history of the region were published. For example, in
1841, the article by D.E. Zubarev was released.??> A.A. Neverovsky
touched upon the circumstances of the origin of the Jar-Balakan Ja-
maats and the Ilisu Sultanate.?

A special place among the authors of this period belongs to the
founder of Azerbaijani historical science, A.A. Bakikhanov.?* Of par-
ticular value to our research are the details found in this monograph
on the history of the Ilisu Sultanate, the Jar-Balakan communities, and
the Sheki Khanate, shedding light on specific historical episodes from
the XVI to the early XIX centuries.

In the same year, a book by Yu.A. Gagemeister was published,

21 OGo3penne poccuiickux BiaaeHui 3a KaBkazoM B CTATUCTHYECKOM, 3THOrpadu-
4eCKOM, TonorpadguyeckoM U (pUHAHCOBOM OTHOLICHUSX [B 4eThipex uacTsx] /
Cocr. JlerkoObiToB. - Cankr-IlerepOypr: Tunorpadus aenapraMeHTa BHEIIHEH
Toprosi, - 4. |. — 1836. - 399 c.

22 3y6apes JI.E. Tloesnka B Kaxeruto, Tymeruto, IMasuro, Xescyputo u Jlxapo-
Benoxanckyro obnacts // - Cankr-IlerepOypr: Pycckuii BecTHHK, - 1841. Ne 6, -
¢.359-558.

2 Hegeporckuit A.A. Kpatkuii ucropuueckuii B3rusa Ha Cesephbiit u Cpennuii
JlarecTaH 10 yHUUTOXXEHHSI BIMSHUS JIE3TMHOB Ha 3aKaBKa3be: OTPHIBOK U3 PYKO-
nicyu noxnonkoBHuka HeBeposckoro / A.A. HeBeposckuid. - Cankr-IlerepOypr:
Tumnorpadus BoeHHO-yueOHBIX 3aBeieHNH, - 1848. - 42 c.

24 Bakuxanos A.A. Tronucran-u Mpam / A.A. Bakuxanos. — Baxy: Dnm, -1991. -
304 c.
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in which the author allocates a certain space to the ethnic composition
and political history of the Caucasus.?®

In the article by A. Poserbsky, statistical data on the economy
and religious affiliations of the population of the Zakatala district are
presented.?® In 1869, the work by P.G. Butkov was published in three
volumes.?’

In the 70s of the XIX century, a series of extensive articles ap-
peared in the "Collection of Information on the Caucasian Highland-
ers,” containing a wealth of material about the region. For example, an
article by A. Fon Plotto is of great interest for studying the ethnic and
political history, customs, and traditions of the population of the Za-
katala district.?®

A wealth of factual material is contained in an article by 1.P.Li-
nevich, published in the VII edition of the "Collection."?°

A special place among the authors of the second half of the XIX
century, who explored the issue of the conquest of the Caucasus, be-
longs to N. Dubrovin. His six-volume work holds exceptional signifi-
cance for understanding the nature of the Caucasus policy of the Rus-
sian Empire.>°

2 Tareiimeiictep FO.A. Hosble ouepku 3akapkasbs / I0.A. Tareiimeiictep. - CaHkT-
[etepOypr: Tun.-1 MuHUCTEpCTBa BHYTPEHHUX Jei, - 1848. - 157 c.

%6 Tlocepbcekuit A. Ouepk 3akaTanbckoro okpyra // - Tudmuc: Kaskasckuii kaneH-
naps Ha 1866 rox. - 1865, - ¢.3-60.

2" Byrkos I1.T". Marepuais! 1j1s HoBoit uctopun Kaskasa, ¢ 1722 no 1803 rox: [B
tpex vacTsx | / I[L.T. Bytkos. - Cankt-IlerepOypr: Tum. Umm. Akan. Hayk, - 4. 3. -
1869. - 601 c.

28 M®on-Ilnorro A. Ipupona u moau 3akatanbekoro okpyra // - Tupnuc: CoopHUK
CBEJICHUH 0 KaBKa3CKUX ropiax, - 1870. Beim. 1V, - ¢.1-62.

2 Tunepuu WL.IT. Beisiuee Enucyiickoe cynranctso / - Tuduuc: C6opHuK cBefieHmi
0 KaBKa3CKUX ropuax, - 1873. Bem. VII, - ¢.1-54.

30 Ty6posun H.d. Mctopus BoiHbI M BajibluecTBa pycckux Ha Kapkase: [B 6-Tu ToMax]
/ H.®. dyboposuH. - Cankrt-IletepOypr: Tumorpadwusi, nenapramMeHTa yuenos, - 1.2, -
1886. - 324 c.; Ayoposun H.®. Victopus BoiHBI U BiIaabIdecTBa pyccknux Ha KaBkase:
[B 6-Tn Tomax] / H.®. IyopoBun. — Cankr-IletepOypr: Tumorpadus nenapramenra
yaenos, - T.3. — 1886. - 557 c.; [lyoposun H.®. McTopus BOHHBI U BIabIYECTBA PyC-
ckux Ha KaBkasze: [B 6-ti Tomax |/ H.®. [ly6poBuH. - Cankt-IletepOypr: Tunorpadus
W.H. CkopoxonoBa, - 1.4, - 1886. - 546 c.; [lyoposun H.®. Vicropust BoiHbI 1 BiaibI-
yecTBa pycckux Ha Kaskaze: [B 6-tu Tomax] / H.®. [Iy6posun. — Cankt-IletepOypr:
Cxnan m3nanus y B.A. bepezosckoro, - 1.5, - 1887. - 502 c.; Ly6posun H.®. Vcropus
BOMHBI M BiajibIdecTBa pycckux Ha KaBkase: [B 6-tu Tomax] / H.®. JlyOpoBuH. —
Cankr-IlerepOypr: Ckian m3nanust y B.A. bepe3osckoro, - T. 6, - 1888. - 765 c.
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In 1876, a small brochure by L. Zagursky was published.?! The
author's work helps shed light on the nature of the administration of
the Caucasian territories under the command of General Ermolov, his
attitude toward the khans, and the policy of appointing commissioners
to the khans.

For studying the Ilisu uprisings of 1844 and 1847, as well as the
measures taken by Tsarism to govern the Sultanate after its liquidation,
the work of A.L. Zisserman is of great importance.*?

The third period of publications on the topic covers the 1880s to
the early XX century. Among them, special attention should be paid
to the article by Dmitri Bakradze.*

In the work by M.N. Chichagova there are very interesting de-
tails about Daniyal Sultan of the llisu Sultanate.®*

It is also important to mention the article by V. Linden.*® In con-
trast to the authors of the XIX century, V. Linden claims the initial
belonging of the studied territory to Caucasian Albania and also con-
siders the Mughals as the indigenous population of the region.

During the Soviet period, the history of the region became the
subject of specialized research starting from the 1930s. The first work
in this direction was the monograph on the history of the Jar-Balakens'
free societies in the first third of the 19th century, published by I.P.
Petrushevsky.®® The work, written based on numerous sources and his-
torical studies, established a set of concepts and a dominant perspec-
tive that later prevailed in historiography regarding the jamaats. Of

81 Barypcekuit JI. Kparkuii ouepk Epmonosckoro Bpemenu / JI. 3arypckuif. - Tu-
¢mc: Tunorpadus U. Yanuesa u K., - 1876. - 23 c.

32 3uccepman AJL Jlgaauath nath et Ha Kapkase: [B 2-x actsx] / A.JI. 3uccepman. -
Cankr-TlerepOypr: Tumnorpadust A.C. Cysopuna, U.I (1842-1851). —1879. — 424 c.

33 Bakpanse JIm. 3ameTku o 3akaTtanbckoM okpyre // 3anucku KOUPTO, - 1890. -
Beim. I, ka. XVI. - ¢.248-261

% Yyuyarosa, M.H. lllamuis na Kagkase u B Poccun. Bruorpaduueckuii ouepk /
M.H. Ynuaroga. - Caunkr-IlerepOypr: Tunorpadus u JIntorpadus C. Myiutep u
H. Borensman, - 1889. - 202 c.

% Tunpnen B. Kparkuii ncroprueckuii o4epk GbUION0 0OIIECTBEHHO-TIONIMTHIECKOTO U
TI03eMEJIEHOTO CTPOSI HAPOJIHOCTEH, HACENSIONMX MyCyJIbMaHCKUe paiioHbl KaBkas-
ckoro kpast // - Tudnmc: KaBkazckuii kanennapp Ha 1917 1., - 1916. - c. 296-310.

% Terpymesckuit W.IT. JIxapo-Benakanckue BoJbHbIE 0OLIECTBA B IEPBOil TPETH
XIX cronerns / M.II. [lerpymesckuii. — Tudummc: 1934. - 172 c.
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course, Soviet ideological policy also played a role in shaping this
viewpoint.

The political history of the region in the XVI11 century was high-
lighted in the monograph by V.N. Leviatov, published in 1948.3" The
author, adhering to the Soviet tradition, views the Azerbaijani states
of the Safavids and Afshars as part of Iran.

In the 1960s and 1970s, T.M. Musevi made a significant contri-
bution to the study of the political and socio-economic history of Sheki
in the XVI-XVII centuries.®®

In 1982, M. Ismailov's monograph was published, in which the
author briefly covered the main points of Sheki's history from ancient
times to the 70s of the XX century. *°

The next study on the history of the Jar-Balakan Jamaats after
I.P. Petrushevsky's work was conducted in the 1990s, when S.A. Sul-
eymanova defended her dissertation on this topic.*® Particularly valu-
able were the translation and publication, accompanied by commen-
tary, of the work "Chronicle of Jar" by the local XVIII century author
Molla Muhammad al-Jari, made by mentioned scientist.*!

A turning point in the study of various aspects of the history of
the northwestern region of Azerbaijan came in the mid-1990s to early
2000s. Under the guidance of the then Dean of the History Faculty at
Baku State University, Professor Yagub Mahmudov, young research-
ers were involved in studying the history of the region. It was during
that time that he laid the foundation for two new concepts in national

87 Jlepuatos B.H. Ouepku no uctopuu Asep6aiimxana 8 XVIII B. / B.H. Jleuatos.
— baky: Uzn.-Bo AH Asep6aiimkanckoit CCP, - 1948. - 227 c.

3 Musavi T.M. Orta osr Azorbaycan tarixine dair fars dilindo yazilmig sonadlor /
T.M. Musavi. — Baki: Azarbaycan SSR Elmlor Akademiyasinin nagriyyati, - 1965.
- 132 s.; Musovi T.M. Orta osr Azarbaycan tarixine dair farsdilli sanadler, XVI-
XVII osrlor / T.M. Musavi. — Baki: Elm, - 1977. - 238 s.

% [smayilov, M. Soki (tarixi ogerk) / M. Ismayilov. — Baki: Azarbaycan Dévlot
nagriyyati, -1982. - 152 s.

40Siileymanova, S.9. XVIII asrde Azarbaycanin siyasi tarixinds va iqtisadiyyatinda
Car-Tala icmalarmin yeri (srabdilli “Car salnamasi” menbayi ssasinda): /Tarix
elmlori namizadi alimlik deracasi almaq {igiin taqdim olunmus diss. avtoreferati /
Bak1: 1999. - 30 s.

419]1-Cari, Molla M. Car salnamasi. Orabcadon torciims, giris, serhlor vo geydlor
Sevda Siileymanovanindir / Molla M. ©l-Cari. — Baki: Soda, - 1997. - 146 s.
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historiography: "Lost territories” and "Falsified history." The first re-
sults of research in this direction began to appear in the form of mon-
ographs on the studied region. In 1999, Z.A. Javadova published a
work in which the author explored the region from a historical and
demographic perspective.?. In the same year, the first monograph by
E.M. Latifova was published, in which the history of the llisu Sultan-
ate became the subject of a specialized study for the first time. ** In
2001, a monograph by A.F. Mamedov was published, dedicated to the
history of the Zakatala district.**The next in this series was the mono-
graph by Sh.G. Aliyev, in which the subject of special study became
the Ingiloys.* In 2009, A.A. Mamedova's (Ashraf gizi) monograph
was published.*® In 2010, E.M. Latifova's second monograph was pub-
lished.*’

Y. Nasibli devoted a series of articles to the ethnic and political
history of the region in the X—XII centuries.*®

In the comprehensive monograph by S.I. Aliyeva, "Azerbaijan
and the Peoples of the North Caucasus”, attention is given to the study
of military-political, economic, and cultural interconnections in the

4Cavadova Z.9. Simal-Qarbi Azorbaycan (tarixi-demogqrafik arasdirma) / Z.9. Ca-
vadova. — Baki: “Altay” nogriyyati, - 1999. - 107 s.

43 Jletucoa, D.M. Ceepo-3ananublii Asepbaiimxan: Unucyiickoe CynTaHCTBO /
3.M. Jletudosa. - baky: Illapr-T'ap6, -1999. - 152 c.

4 Mommodov ©.F. Simal-Qorbi Azorbaycan: Zaqatala dairosi / ©. Mommadov -
Baki: Adiloglu, - 2001. - 116 s.

4 Hacioli S. Simal-Qarbi Azorbaycan: Ingiloylar / S. Haciali. — Baki: Tohsil, -
2007. - 280 s.

46 Ograf qiz1 A. Car-Balaken camaathigi (XVII asrin sonu — XIX asrin 30-cu illori) /
A. Osraf qiz1. - Baki: UniPrint, 2009. - 256 s.

47 Jletugosa, D.M. Unucyiickoe cynTaHCTBO (MCTOPUKO-3THOrpaduIeckoe ucce-
nosauue) / D.M. Jletudora. - baky: [llapr-T'ap6, - 2010. - 400 c.

48 Naosibli, Y. Azorbaycan Respublikasinin simal-gorb bdlgasinin tarixds yeri vo
miiasir Giircilistan tarixsiinasligi // - Baki: AMEA akademik Z.M. Biinyadov adina
Serqsiinasliq Institutunun “Elmi arasdirmalar”, - 2014. - X buraxilis, - s. 303-308;
Hacubnu 0. U3 uctopun smupara Hlagnamumno [samku (0 JaHHBIM JIpeBHE-
Ipy3MHCKHX McTOYHMKOB) // Orta asrlor Sarqi. Akademik Z.M.Biinyadovun xati-
rasine hasr olunmus moqalslar toplusu. — Baki: Elm, -2000. - s. 79-89; Hacn6au
10. Mecro ceBepo-3amanHoro pernona AsepOaiipkanckoit PecryGnuku B ucro-
pUH ¥ B COBPEMEHHOH Ipy3uMHCKOH nctopuorpaduu / Azorbaycan arxeologiyasi
va etnografiyast, - 2004. Ne 2, - s. 167-173
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context of bilateral relations.*°

The monograph by 1.G. Aliyeva is dedicated to the study of the
problem of the Christianization policy of the Ingilo population in
Azerbaijan®.

In 2020, under the editorship of Y.M. Mahmudov, a collective
monograph on the history of Sheki was published.>!

In 2024, Sh.G. Aliyev defended his doctoral dissertation dedicated
to Azerbaijani-Georgian relations in the IX to early X111 centuries.>?

Alongside specialized works, we frequently referred to the works
of specialists on various periods of the history of Azerbaijan and the
Caucasus as a whole. Regarding conceptual issues, the works of Y.M.
Mahmudov are of great significance.>® The works of Z.M. Buniatov®*
and N.M.Velikhanli®® were used for the Arab period, for the Seljuk pe-
riod, the works of R. Guseyn-zade®®, for the Mongol period, the works
of V. Piriev®’, and for the periods of the Gara-Goyunlu, Ag-Goyunlu,
and Safavids, the works of Y.M. Mahmudov®®, O. Efendiyev and

49 Anuesa C.W. Azep6aiimxan u Hapoasl CeepHoro Kapkasa (XVIII- nauano XXI
BB.) / C.U. AnmmeBa. — baky: Sorq-Qarb, - 2010. - 620 c.

% Bliyeva I.H. Ingiloylar: zoraki xristianlasdirmaya va giirciilosdirmaya qars1
miibariza tarixindon / I.H. Bliyeva. — Bak1: AZPoligraf, - 2019. - 368 s.

51 Soki: an gadim zamanlardan giiniimiizadok. / Layiha rohberi, elmi redaktor vo 6n
s6ziin miiallifi Y.M. Mahmudov. / - Bak1: Turxan NPB, - 2020. — 708 s.

52 Qliyev, S.H. IX asrin sonlar1 — XIII asrin avvallorinde Azorbaycan - Giirciistan
miinasibatlori (Saki hakimliyinin tarixine dair materiallar asasinda): / tarix {izra
elmlor doktoru dis. avtoreferati. / - Baki, 2024. — 58 s.

58 Mahmudov Y.M. Azarbaycan tarixi. intibah dévrii (IX asrin ikinci yarist — XIII
asrin avvallori) / Y.M. Mahmudov. — Bak1: Altay diinyast, - 1996. - 84 s.; Maxwmy-
708, S1.M. Asepbaiipkan: KpaTkas uctopusi rocyaapcrsensoctd / .M. Maxmy-
noB. — baky: Taxcm, - 2005. — 160 c.

% Biinyadov Z.M. Azorbaycan VII-IX asrlords / - Baki: Azorbaycan Dévlot nosriy-
yati, - 1989. - 336 s.; Byaustos, 3.M. ['ocynapctBo ATtabekoB A3zepOaiimkana
(1136-1225 romsr) / 3.M. Byuusitos. — baky: DM, 1978. - 272 c.

% Valixanli, N. Orab xilafati vo Azorbaycan / N. Valixanli. - Baki: Azarbaycan Do-
vlot nasriyyati, - 1993. - 153 s.; Volixanli, N. Azarbaycan VII-XII asrlorda: tarix,
monbalar, sarhlor / N. Valixanli. — Baki: Elm va Tahsil, - 2016. - 480 s.

% T'yceitn-3ane, P.A. Kaskas u Cenpmxyku / P.A. I'yceitn-3azne. — baky: Kaskas, -
2010. - 269 c.

57 Piriyev, V. Azorbaycan XIII-XIV osrlords / Baki: Nurlan, - 2003. - 458 s.

8Maxmynos, SI.M. B3aumooTHOIIEHHs TocyaapcTB AKkoromry 1 Ce(eBHIOB ¢ 3a-
nmajHOeBponeiickumu crpanamu: 11 monosura XV-Havano XVII Beka / 1.M. Ma-
xMynoB. — baky: M3n-Bo bakunckoro yansepcureta, - 1991, — 264 c.
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N.Musaly®®, T.G. Najafli®, were referenced. For the period of Safavid-
Ottoman-Russian rivalry and the khanates, the works of T.T. Musta-
fazade®?, G.J. Najafli® and others were also consulted.

Among Turkish authors, it is important to highlight the articles
of G. Siikiiroglu®® and M. Aydin.®

The majority of works written by Turkish historians on this topic
focus on the Safavid-Ottoman wars and relations between the two em-
pires. Turkish researchers' positions and views on these issues differ
from those of Azerbaijani historians. For example, Sadik Miifit Bilge
identifies the Safavid proselytization efforts among the Alevi commu-
nities of Anatolia and Kurdish lords on the Ottoman-Safavid border-
lands as one of the key reasons that pushed the Ottomans into a new
war.% Almost all Turkish historians regard the Azerbaijani Safavid
state as Iranian and view Ottoman-Safavid relations through the lens
of relations with Iran.

It is regrettable to note that in the works of some Georgian

% Dpennues, O.A. Azepbaiimxanckoe rocyaapcetso Cedesunos / O.A. Ddennues.
- Baky: Omm, - 1981. - 308 c.; Ddennnes O., Mycansl H. BzanmooTHOmEeHHS A3ep-
Oaiixanckoro rocynapersa CeeBHIOB C IPy3MHCKUMHU KHSDKECTBAMH B MEPBOI
gerBeptr X VI Beka // AkryanmpHbIe TpoOieMbl uctopun Kaekaza (Marepuaibt
MEXIyHapOAHOW KOH(epeHunu, nocBsauieHHoW 100-IeTuto co JHS POKISHHS
mpogeccopa P.M. Maromenosa), — Maxaukana: U3g.-so AT'Y, - 2010. - ¢.201-203

80Nacofli, T.H. Azorbaycan Qaraqoyunlu va Agqoyunlu dovlatlori / T.H. Nocofli. —
Baki: Cagioglu, - 2012. - 604 s.; Nacofli, T.H. Azarbaycan Safovi dovlatinin xarici
siyasati / Baki: Turxan NPB, - 2020. - 520 s.

61 Mustafazada, T.T. XVIII yiizillik — XIX vyiizilliyin avvallorinde Osmanli-Azar-
baycan miinasibotlori / T.T. Mustafazads. - Baki, - EIm: 2002. - 372 s.; Mustafa-
zado, T.T. Qarabag xanlig1 / T.T. Mustafazads. — Bak1: Sabah, - 2010. - 333 s.;
Mycradazane, T.T. Azep0baiikaH 1 pyCCKO-TypelKHe OTHOUICHHSI B IEPBOW TPETH
XVII Beka / T.T. Mycrada3zazne. — baky: Omm, - 1993. - 240 c.

62 Nocofli, G.C. Azarbaycan xanhqlrarmin Osmanh dévlati ilo siyasi slagalori
(XVII asrin ikinci yarist) / G.C. Nacafli. - Baki: Nurlan, - 2002. -132 s.

83 Siikiiroglu, Q. Hac1 Celebi’nin Arzuhali / Azerbaycan’in Panoramasi. — 2008.
say1 3, - s. 47-49.; Siikiiroglu, Q. Seki Eski Hakimi Selim Han’in Osmanl
Devleti’ne {lticas1 // ETU Sosyal Bilimler Enstiitiisii Dergisi (ETUSBED). - 2018.
c. 3,-s.113-129.

8 Aydin, M. Kafkasya’dan Istanbul’a: Son ilisu Sultan1 Danyal Bey (6.1871) //
Tiirk Diinyasi Aragtirmalari, - 2021. c. 129, Ne 254, s. 135- 62.

6 Bilge, S. M. Osmanh Cag’mda Kafkasya (1454-1829) (Tarih-Toplum-Ekonomi)
/ S.M.Bilge. — Istanbul: Kitabevi, - 2015. - 738 s
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researchers, such as D.L. Muskhelishvili, M.D. Lordkipanidze, and
others, there are attempts to present the northwestern territories of
Azerbaijan as part of medieval Georgian states.® In the relevant chap-
ters and paragraphs of the presented dissertation, responses to such
claims are provided.

Among the Dagestani researchers who have studied the history of
the northwestern territories of Azerbaijan, T. Aitberov should be high-
lighted.®” The author due to the political and ideological objectives he
set for himself, he failed to approach the valuable facts he gathered with
objectivity. Instead, he interpreted them in a way that allowed him to
achieve his intended goals. This same approach was continued by the
author in another study co-authored with Sh.M. Khapizov.®®

The relationships between the Jar-Balakan societies and the admin-
istration of the Russian Empire in the Caucasus are the subject of a mon-
ograph by Dagestani researchers Z.A. Khalayev and A.O. Murtazaev.%

Along with the previously mentioned works of Dagestani re-
searchers, the article by R.S. Abdulmadzhidov and Z.A. Magomedova
is also involved in this type of research.”

Among Western authors, the works of J. Hanway’, L. Loc-

8 Mycxenumsunu J[.J1. U3 uctopudeckoii reorpahuu Boctounoit Ipysuu (Illaku
u T'orapena) / JI.JI. MycxenumBunu. - Tounucu: Mennuepeoda, -1982. - 101 c.;
Ouepku ucropuu ['py3un: [B 8-u Tomax| / [Tox pen. M. Jlopakumanunze, 1. Myc-
xenumBuid. - Toumucu: Merauepeba, - 1. 2. — 1988. - 580 c.

67 Aiir6epos, T.M. 3akaBkasckue aBaplipl: THOC, I'OCYJApPCTBEHHOCTb, 3aKOHBI
(VHI-XVII BB.) / T.M. Aiit6epoB. - Maxaukana: Mexaynaponssiit dpoun [la-
My, - 4. 1. 2000. - 172 c.

8AiiT6epos, T.M. / Enucy u Topabiii maran B XII — XIX BB. (04epKH HCTOPUU U
onomactukn) / T.M. Aiitoepos, I1I.M. Xanmu3os — Maxaukana: 2011. - 390 c.

89 Xanaes, 3.A. BzaumootHommenus Japo-belokaHcKUX 0OIIECTB U aqMHHUCTPA-
mun Poccuntickoit nmnepun Ha Kaskasze B 1783-1860 romax / 3.A.Xanaes,
.O.Mypra3aes. — Maxaukana: Aned, - 2021. — 210 c.

0 Aonxymmamxunos P.C., Maromenoa 3.A. DIUCTONSIPHBIC UCTOYHUKH IO HCTOPHH
nMmamara: koppecnosaeHus Janusan-6exa Enucyiickoro // icropust, apxeonorus
n stHorpadust Kaskasa, - 2018, 1.14 (Ne 2), - ¢.92-105.

I Hanway Jonas. The Revolutions of Persia: Containing the Reign of Shah Sultan
Hussein, with the Invasion of the Afghans, and the Reigns of Sultan Mir Maghmud
and his Successor Sultan Ashreff.vol I. / Jonas Hanway. - University of California
Libraries, - 1923. - 624 p.; Hanway Jonas. An Historical Account of British Trade
Over The Caspian Sea With a Journal of Travels. Vol. Il. / J. Hanway. — Dublin:
Booksellers in Dame-street, - 1753. — 606 p.

15



khart’?, J. Baddeley™ and others were involved in the research.

Object and subject of the study. The object of the study is the
northwestern territories of Azerbaijan from the XI to the first half of
the XIX centuries, and the subject is the foreign policy of neighboring
states regarding the studied region. In accordance with the object and
subject of the chosen topic, the place and role of the northwestern ter-
ritories of Azerbaijan in the foreign policy of neighboring states,
which had geopolitical and economic interests in the region, were ex-
amined based on primary sources and special literature.

Aims and objectives of the study. The aim of the study is to
examine the place and role of the northwestern territories of Azerbai-
jan in the foreign policy of neighboring states from the XI century to
the first half of the XIX century in the context of international relations
of the respective periods, based on an objective analysis of sources and
literature. To achieve this aim, the following tasks needed to be solved:

— analyze the political situation of the north-western territories
of Azerbaijan during the weakening and collapse of the Caliphate;

—trace the ethnic-political processes occurring in the region that
contributed to the activation of the policy of neighboring Georgian
kingdoms towards the studied region;

—follow the process of expansion of the Georgian kingdoms to-
wards the north-western areas of Azerbaijan against the backdrop of
resistance by Azerbaijani states (the Shirvanshahs, the Kingdom of
Sheki) to this expansion.;

—investigate the north-western territories of Azerbaijan in the
context of the policies of the Seljuk and Mongol empires in the Cau-
casus and the influence of their campaigns on the ethnic-political sit-
uation in the region;

—examine the north-western territories in the context of the uni-
fication policy of the Azerbaijani Safavid state.;

2 Lockhart L. Nadir Shah. A Critical Study Based Mainly Upon Contemporary
Sousces. / L. Lockhart. — London: 1938. First Pakistany Reprint: Lahor, Urdu Ba-
zaar. — 1976. - 344 p.; Lockhart L. The Fall of the Safavi Dynasty and the Afghan
Occupation of Persia. / L. Lockhart. — London: Cambridge University Press, -
1958. — 256 p.

3 Bannenu, Jx. 3aBoeBanue Kaskasa pycckumu (1820-1860) / Ix. Bagnenu. -
Mocksa: Learpnonurpad, - 2011. - 351 c.
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—to identify the place and role of the northwestern territories of
Azerbaijan in the Caucasian policy of the Safavid and Ottoman states
in the second half of the XVI century;

— to trace the process of the emergence of such political entities
as the Sheki and Tsakhur (llisu) possessions and the Djar-Tala (Bala-
ken) jamaats in Northwestern Azerbaijan in the context of the Cauca-
sian policy of the Safavid and Ottoman states;

—to examine the main stages of the Safavid-Ottoman confronta-
tion in the XVII century and the place of the studied region within
them;

—to reveal the nature of the relations between the Sheki princi-
pality, the Ilisu Sultanate, and the Jar-Tala (Balaken) Jamaats with the
Safavid and Ottoman courts;

— to trace the position of the Sheki principality, the llisu Sultanate,
and the Jar-Tala (Balaken) Jamaats within the context of the Safavid-
Ottoman-Russian confrontation in the first half of the XVIII century;

— to analyze the causes and nature of the foreign policy of the feu-
dal territories of Northwestern Azerbaijan in the context of the geopoliti-
cal and regional interests of the major powers of the studied period;

—to analyze the political situation of the northwestern territories
of Azerbaijan within the empire of Nadir Shah;

—to examine the region in the context of the Ottoman-Russian
rivalry for the Caucasus in the second half of the XVIII century;

— to analyze the process of the conquest of the north-western ter-
ritories of Azerbaijan by the Russian Empire;

—to examine the methods of establishing the power of the Rus-
sian Empire in the territories of the Sheki Khanate, the Jar-Balakan
Jamaats, and the Ilisu Sultanate;

— to outline the main stages of the region's population struggle
against the colonial policy of the Russian Empire;

— to analyze the results of the conquest of the northwestern ter-
ritories of Azerbaijan by the Russian Empire.

Research Methods: The methodological basis of the disserta-
tion is the objective research method, which relies on a comprehen-
sive, critical, and comparative analysis of all sources and literature. A
fundamental role in the research process was played by general
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scientific principles such as the principle of historicism. The method
of comparative analysis of the main concepts of the foreign policy of
neighboring states towards the north-western territories of Azerbaijan
helped to identify them in the changing historical context, explain the
reasons for the transformation of these concepts, and assess their ef-
fectiveness and efficiency.

The theoretical and methodological foundation of the study is
built according to the problem-chronological principle, which allows
for tracing the evolution and specificity of the studied issues at differ-
ent stages of history. The methods of comparative and systematic anal-
ysis made it possible to present events and facts in a chronologically
consistent manner. The study of the policies of the Kingdom of Kartli-
Kakheti, the Safavid and Ottoman states, and the Russian Empire in
relation to the north-western regions of Azerbaijan determined the im-
portance of a comprehensive analysis, which allowed for a clearer
presentation of the externally and internally conditioned features and
characteristic traits of the foreign policies of these states in relation to
the studied region.

Main Points to Be Defended:

1. Objective study of the history of border territories, including
the north-western region of Azerbaijan, is of state significance, as it
contributes to the protection of borders from territorial claims by
neighboring states.

2. The formation of the foreign policy of neighboring states to-
wards the north-western territories of Azerbaijan during the study pe-
riod was influenced by the geopolitical interests of these states and
took into account the important geographical and strategic position of
the studied region as a borderland.

3. The struggle between the Georgian kingdoms (Egris-Ab-
khazeti, Tao-Klarjeti, Abkhaz-Kartli, and Kakheti kingdoms) for he-
gemony and the unification of the entire country within the framework
of a centralized state, which unfolded in IX — early XI centuries, had
a direct impact on the political situation of the neighboring northwest-
ern territories of Albania, including the Albano-Sheki kingdom. It was
as a result of this struggle that the northwestern region of Albania,
mentioned in Georgian sources as Shaki — Rani — Ereti, by the 70-80s
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of the XI century, under the pressure of the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom,
fell within the influence of the Kakheti kings.

4. During the Seljuk period, the north-western territories of
Azerbaijan formed a border zone with the Christian world, known as
the "uj" lands, which had a special status. This status was maintained
until the decline and collapse of the Seljuk Empire. During the reign
of David the Builder (1089-1125), who pursued a policy of uniting
Georgian kingdoms under his rule amidst the weakening position of
the Seljuk Empire in the Caucasus, the Georgian kings strengthened
their influence in the north-western regions of Azerbaijan.

5. The Seljuk and Mongol campaigns constituted a distinct pe-
riod in the ethno-political history of the north-western territories of
Azerbaijan. The Turkic migrations that accompanied these campaigns
had a noticeable impact on the subsequent ethno-political processes in
the region. To this day, ethnonyms and toponyms linked to this period
remain in the north-western region of Azerbaijan (e.g., Jalair, Tangyt,
Bujag, Mughal, Oirat). One of the independent state formations that
emerged in northern Azerbaijan was the Sheki principality, where rep-
resentatives of the Oirat clan, one of the tribes that resettled in Sheki
during the Mongol campaigns, came to power.

6. Starting from the second half of the XIV century, there was
an intensification of the state formations that became independent after
the fall of the Ilkhanid State, in the political processes taking place in
the Caucasus. The rulers of Sheki fought for the strengthening of their
independence, and in this struggle, the relations between Sheki and the
Shirvanshahs, Sheki and Georgia, and Sheki and the Timurids played
a significant role. The Sheki principality, which became independent
after the death of Emir Timur in 1405, formed an alliance with the
Shirvanshah State and the Georgian rulers to protect Gara Yusuf Gara-
goyunlu. The defeat of the allies forced them to recognize their vassal
dependence on the Gara-Goyunlu State. In general, throughout the XV
century, the northwestern territories of Azerbaijan, depending on the
twists and turns of the international relations of that period, either be-
came independent or fell under the sphere of influence of various
Azerbaijani states (Gara-Goyunlu, Shirvanshahs, etc.).

7. Due to the intensifying competition for the Caucasus between
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the Safavid and Ottoman states in the XVI-XVII centuries, the north-
western lands of Azerbaijan gained special military-strategic im-
portance. For the northwestern territories of Azerbaijan, this rivalry had
an overall positive impact, as both empires, depending on who prevailed
in the Caucasus, continued their policy of creating and strengthening
local Muslim possessions in the border regions with Georgia.

8. Unlike other feudal domains in Azerbaijan, the Ilisu Sultanate
and the Jar-Balaken communities were exempt from paying any taxes
to the Safavid and Ottoman treasuries. On the contrary, they received
special salaries for performing the role of border guardians. Local rul-
ers pursued a balanced policy toward both empires to maintain the in-
dependence of their domains.

9. The weakening of the Safavid state by the end of the XVII-
early XVIII centuries led to an intensification of the rivalry between
the Ottoman Empire and the Russian Empire for Azerbaijan and to an
increase in Ottoman influence in the northern and northwestern terri-
tories of Azerbaijan. In this context, the Ottoman court actively uti-
lized the religious factor to win the local population over to its side.
The first anti-Safavid uprisings in Azerbaijan broke out precisely in
the Jar-Tala (Balaken) Jamaats. In this situation, the influence of Ali
Sultan of Ilisu grew, and he became one of the leaders of the uprising.

10. Given the influence and merits of Ali Sultan of Ilisu, the Ot-
toman court entrusted him with the administration of the Shaki prov-
ince, granting him the title of Pasha. However, with the rise of Nadir
Khan Afshar to the political stage, the Ottoman army was forced to
leave Azerbaijan in 1735.

11. During the period of independent khanates in Azerbaijan,
which began after the death of Nadir Shah in 1747, the Shaki Khanate,
Jar-Balaken communities, and the Ilisu Sultanate pursued an active
foreign policy. This often led to clashes with neighboring Azerbaijani
and Dagestani khanates, as well as with Georgian kingdoms.

12. At the beginning of the XI1X century, the northwestern terri-
tories of Azerbaijan became an integral and highly important part of
the Russian Empire's conquest policy in the Caucasus. Given the stra-
tegic significance of the northwestern territories of Azerbaijan for the
conquest of all of Azerbaijan, followed by neighboring Dagestan, as
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well as strengthening its position in the already conquered Georgia, it
was decided to begin the conquest of Azerbaijan with the subjugation
of the Jar-Balakan Jamaats.

13. Despite the conquest of the Jar-Balakans Jamaats and the
Ilisu Sultanate in 1803, and the subjugation of the Sheki Khanate in
1805, the northwestern territories of Azerbaijan became a stronghold
for the national liberation struggle against the colonial policies of the
Russian Empire. The climactic moments of this struggle were the Jar-
Balakans uprisings of 1830 and 1832, the Sheki uprising of 1838, and
the Ilisu uprising of 1844.

14. The conquest of the north-western territories of Azerbaijan
and the suppression of uprisings in the region were accompanied by
territorial-administrative and religious reforms. These reforms aimed
at the gradual erasure of centuries-old traditions of statehood, the dis-
ruption of territorial integrity, and the undermining of the ethno-reli-
gious identity of the local population.

The scientific novelty of the research arises from the relevance
of the chosen topic, its historical, political and practical significance,
and is determined by a number of the following points:

- the dissertation is the first study in Azerbaijani historiography
that comprehensively examines the place and role of the north-western
territories of Azerbaijan in the foreign policy of neighboring states
from the XI century to the first half of the XIX century;

- based on a comprehensive, critical, and objective analysis of
sources and literature, the foreign policy interests of neighboring states
in the north-western regions of Azerbaijan have been studied at vari-
ous stages of history. The most characteristic features, patterns, dy-
namics of development, and evolution of bilateral and multilateral re-
lations have been identified;

- it has been established that the north-western territories of his-
torical Azerbaijan, including the village of Tsakhur, in the late XI —
early XII centuries, formed the northern periphery of the Great Seljuk
Empire. It has been determined that the Seljuk sultans attached such
great importance to Tsakhur as a frontier area of the "uj" that, as part
of a program to establish educational institutions in the Seljuk Empire,
conducted by the chief vizier Nizam al-Mulk, a madrasa was opened
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in Tsakhur. This madrasa operated at least until the XVII century,
when it was visited by the famous Turkish traveler Evliya Celebi;

- it has been established that the Turkic tribes, which appeared
as a result of the powerful migration wave accompanying the Mongol
invasions in the Caucasus, subsequently merged and assimilated with the
indigenous Turkic tribes of the north-western region of Azerbaijan. As a
result of this process, from the XI11-XIV centuries onwards, the Turkic
population of the region was collectively referred to by the ethnonym
"Mugal”, derived from a distorted form of the name "Mongol" or "Mogol";

- in connection with the topic under investigation, for the first
time in national historiography, the hiikiims (decrees) of the Ottoman
sultans addressed to the rulers of the north-western territories of Azer-
baijan and other documents discovered by the researcher in various
fonds of the Ottoman Archive in Istanbul (BOA) are introduced into
scientific circulation;

- it is shown the continuity of the policies of the Azerbaijani
states of Garagoyunlu, Aggoyunlu, Safavids, and the Nadir Shah Em-
pire in ensuring the security of Azerbaijan's north-western borders and
organizing campaigns against neighboring Georgian kingdoms that
encroached upon the studied territories;

- based on the comparison of sources such as Iskander Bek Mun-
shi and A.A. Bakikhanov, the kinship between the Shirvanshahs and
the Sheki rulers is confirmed, in particular, between Shirvanshah Ibra-
him | and Hasan Beg of Sheki, which is also confirmed by Ibrahim I's
possession of Sheki before he was established as Shirvanshah.;

- based on information from sources of the XVI century, it is
suggested that during the described period, the western borders of the
Sheki principality extended to the right bank of the Alazani River,
which also served as the boundary between the Georgian principality
and the Sheki domain;

- by revealing the geographical term "Dagestan,"” the study pro-
vides an interpretation of why the Safavid and Ottoman courts, as well
as authors of the examined period, referred to many of the northwest
rulers of Azerbaijan as "Dagestani.”;

- based on the epic "Kitab-i Dede Korkut" and Mahmud Kash-
gari's work "Divanu lugat-itturk,” a completely new interpretation is
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provided for the name of the founder of the llisu Sultan dynasty,
Adigorklu Bek (Gorklii — in Turkic means "beautiful, prominent, out-
standing" — a person with a beautiful name), and for the first time, it is
written in Russian in the aforementioned form, rather than as "Adi-
Kurkulu" or "Adi Gergalau." This rejects the association of the Ilisu
Sultan dynasty with the Avar and even Georgian lineages, which was
made by both imperial authors of the 19th century and some contem-
porary authors of neighboring states;

- the policy of gradual rapprochement of the Kakhetian rulers to
Sheki in XVI century is traced, through the relocation of their political
center from Telavi to Gremi and further to Zagham, which was part of
the Shekin principality. The failure of this policy is established, as per the
firman of Shah Tamasib from 1562, which transferred Zagham under the
authority of the founder of the Ilisu Sultan dynasty, Adigorklii Bek;

- Based on sources introduced into scholarly circulation in re-
cent years, a number of positions have been reconsidered, and the
dates of several events covered by other researchers have been clari-
fied (for example, the date of Isa Khan Giirji's appointment as ruler of
Sheki in Musavi’s work is indicated as 1574, but according to Munshi,
it is not earlier than 1578, etc.);

- Based on materials from the Ottoman archive and works by
authors from the period, the names and reign years of the rulers of
Sheki during its period under Ottoman control after 1578 have been
identified for the first time: Mirza Omar and Shah-Emir (Shahmir),
and their affiliation with local Sheki families has been established:;

- based on two firmans from 16009, it was revealed that Shah Ab-
bas I, like his predecessors, recognizing the strategic importance of the
small-sized Tsakhur region, did not impose tribute on it. Instead, he
allocated a salary of 70 tuman from the state treasury to its ruler, Ali
Sultan, with the responsibility of guarding the border territories of the
state. This act confirmed that Adigorklu Bek and his son, Ali Sultan,
held the status of rulers of a border territory (uj), as this appointment
was specifically granted to their family — the Adigorklu Bek lineage;

- through the comparison of Ottoman firmans from the National
Archive of Georgia and the Ottoman Archive, the circumstances sur-
rounding the policy of Ali Sultan of Ilisu and his son, Muhammad Bek,
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in relation to the Safavid and Ottoman states have been established;

- through a comparative analysis of materials from the National
Archive of Georgia and published Georgian sources, it has been estab-
lished that Ali Sultan of Ilisu was killed by the Kakhetian king Tei-
muraz | in 1628, as retaliation for his involvement with Yusuf Khan
of Shirvan in Shah Abbas I's Great Campaign against Georgia in 1616;

- based on the source “Tazkirat al-Muluk”, it has been estab-
lished that according to the administrative division of the Safavid state
in the XVI-XVII centuries, the north-western territories of Azerbaijan
were divided between the Shirvan (Aresh, Sheki, Tsakhur) and
Karabakh Beglarbegliks. The latter also included Kakheti;

- it has been established that the villages of Tangyt, Gakh, and
Meshabash were under the rule of the Tsakhur rulers Adigorklu Bek
and his son Sar1 Ali Bek from approximately the second half of the
XVI century until 1616 or the early XVII century. Subsequently, par-
ticularly after 1639, as a result of the new administrative division, they
were included in the Sheki province;

- based on local and Georgian sources, previously unknown facts
regarding the relations of the Sheki Khanate with the Kingdoms of
Kartli and Kakheti are studied for the first time. This includes the rule
of Aghakishi Bek, the son of Haji Chelebi, in the Gazakh and Borchali
regions, and his relations with King Irakli, among other topics;

- For the first time in Azerbaijani historiography, based on the
"Jars Chronicle," the campaigns of Haji Chelebi, the Khan of Sheki,
within his unification policy against the Shamakhi Khanate in 1753,
as well as the joint campaign with Shakhverdi Khan of Ganja, Shama-
khins, and Jar-Talians in 1754, are highlighted;

- for the first time in domestic historiography, based on materials
from the Russian State Military Historical Archive, the plan for joint
actions by Azerbaijani and neighboring Dagestani khanates and pos-
sessions to expel Russian troops from the Caucasus, following the sud-
den assassination of General P.D. Tsitsianov in 1806, is highlighted.
It has been revealed that the participants in the agreement included the
Khans of Sheki, Shirvan, Karabakh, Avar, Kazikumukh, and Derbent,
as well as Georgian Prince Alexander and the Jar-Balakan leaders;

- for the first time in domestic historiography, in connection with
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the study of the Jar-Balakan uprising of 1830, materials from the Rus-
sian State Military Historical Archive are introduced into scientific cir-
culation, based on which new details and facts related to this uprising
are revealed;

- based on the materials from fund Ne 482 of the Russian State
Military Historical Archive, for the first time, administrative-territorial
transformations and measures introduced by the tsarist administration
immediately after the liquidation of the Ilysu Sultanate are revealed.

The theoretical and practical significance of the dissertation
lies in the fact that its findings and conclusions can not only become
part of general studies on the medieval and modern history of the Cau-
casus and Azerbaijan, but also lay the foundation for preparing com-
prehensive works on the issues and specifics of the foreign policies of
Russia and Turkye toward the Caucasus in various historical periods.

The positions and conclusions of the dissertation may be of in-
terest to researchers and academic staff at academic centers engaged
in the study of the history of the Caucasus, including the foreign poli-
cies of neighboring states toward the Caucasus.

The materials of the research can be used for the preparation of
general and specialized courses, textbooks, teaching and methodolog-
ical guides, and programs on the history of Azerbaijan and the Cauca-
sus as a whole for undergraduate and graduate levels in higher educa-
tional institutions of the relevant profile.

Approval of the research. The main positions and conclusions
of the dissertation work are reflected in three monographs, two collec-
tive works, and numerous articles and abstracts published both in the
country and abroad — in Turkiye, Russia, Georgia, Poland, Albania and
Romania. They have also been presented at international and national
scientific and scientific-practical symposiums, conferences, and ses-
sions.

Place of completion of the dissertation. The dissertation was
carried out at the Department of Ancient History and Medieval Studies
of Baku State University. The work was discussed at an extended
meeting of the department with the participation of invited specialists
and was recommended for defense.

Structure and overall volume of the dissertation. The struc-
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ture of the dissertation is determined by the specifics of the subject and
methodology of the research, as well as the goals and objectives set. It
consists of an introduction, four chapters and 14 paragraphs, a conclu-
sion, a list of sources and literature, and a list of abbreviations. The
total number of pages is 340, and the volume of the dissertation with-
out the list of references is 501,176 characters, including 65,221 char-
acters in the Introduction, 64,005 characters in Chapter I, 118,233
characters in Chapter I1, 109,145 characters in Chapter 111, 128,224
characters in Chapter 1V, and 13,756 characters in the Conclusion, ex-
cluding spaces.

I1. MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION

The Introduction justifies the relevance of the dissertation
topic, thoroughly analyzes the degree of research on the problem, the
subject and object of the study, defines the goals, objectives, and meth-
odological basis of the research, outlines the points to be defended,
and reveals the scientific novelty and practical significance of the dis-
sertation. Information about the approval, practical importance, and
volume of the work is also provided.

The first chapter of the dissertation, consisting of 3 paragraphs,
is titled " The Political Situation of the Region in the X1 — XV Cen-
turies.” In the first paragraph " The Political Situation of the Region
in the Context of the Collapse of the Caliphate," the boundaries of
Albania or Arran at the time of the Arab conquests are defined based
on the analysis of sources and studies from the period.

With the beginning of the disintegration of the Abbasid Cali-
phate by the mid- 1X century, emirs and large feudal lords essentially
became independent rulers.

The paragraph traces the political and territorial changes that oc-
curred during the existence of the state of Grigori Hammam and the
restored Albanian-Sheki kingdom in the X century. Clarification is
also provided on the territorial affiliation of Ereti.

During the strengthening of the Azerbaijan state under the Sajjid
dynasty, Yusuf ibn Abu Sajj conquered Thilisi and Kakheti, forcing
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the Georgian rulers to recognize the authority of the Sajjids.”* The state
of the Shirvanshahs also fell within the sphere of influence of the Saj-
jids during this period. However, with the weakening of the Sajjid state
after 927, the Shirvanshah state began to strengthen again. Under Se-
vada-Ishkhane, the Sheki kingdom was also in a certain degree of de-
pendence on the Shirvanshah state: the tribute from Sheki, according
to the 955 register, was sent to the Caliphate's representative in Azer-
baijan through the Shirvanshah.” However, by the second half of the
X century, there was a new rise of the Albanian-Sheki kingdom. In the
early 960s, the son of King Sevada-Ishkhane, Senekerim, united under
his rule Sanaria and Sheki, restoring the borders of the Albanian king-
dom established by Grigor Hammam.”® But the military-political
struggle of this state with neighboring Azerbaijani and Georgian states
led to its weakening. Subsequently, in the early XI century, its weak-
ening resulted in a confederation with the Kakheti principality. The
key points of this issue, discussed in this paragraph, are primarily re-
flected in our article "The Political Situation of the North-Western
Territories of Azerbaijan after the Collapse of the Caliphate."’’

In the second paragraph ""Expansion of the Policy of Conquest
of the Georgian Kingdoms Towards the North-Western Regions
of Azerbaijan,” the influence of the struggle between the Georgian
kingdoms for hegemony on the political situation of the north-western
territories of Albania is explored.

Bagrat 111 succeeded in capturing the Sheki-Ereti Kingdom.’®
Local feudal lords were forced to submit to Bagrat 111, but later they
united with the archbishop of Kakheti, David, against Bagrat.”® After
the death of David in 1010, his son Kvirike came to power in Kakheti.
He assumed the royal title only after the death of Bagrat Ill, which

74 Mahmudov Y.M. Azorbaycan tarixi. intibah dovrii (IX asrin ikinci yaris1 — X111 asrin
avvallori) / Y.M. Mahmudov. — Baki: “Altay dinyas1”, - 1996. — c.8.

> N6u Xaykanb. Kuura nyteii u napers // - Tuduc: CMOMIIK, - 1908. -Bbin.38, - ¢.105;
Kpsmmckwid, A., The stated work, p.377.

76 Kalankatuklu, M., The stated work., p.203.

" Nletuchoa, D.M. ITonmUTHIECKOE COCTOSTHUE CEBEPO-3aITaIHBIX TEPPUTOPHIA Asepbaiipkana
nocie pacnaga Apabekoro xamudara / Baki Dovlot Universitetinin xaborlori. Humanitar
seriyast, - 2017. Nel, - ¢.123-131.

8 Kalankatuklu, M., The stated work., p.40.

9 Hacioli S., The stated work, p.135.
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means that the Sheki-Ereti kingdom was not under the control of the
Kakheti kingdom between 1010 and 1014.2° In 1058, Ahsertan | came
to power in the Sheki kingdom, ruling until 1084.8!

Ahsertan | had to withstand military-political pressure from var-
ious sides. By accepting Seljuk rule in 1068, the ruler of Sheki, Ahser-
tan I, was able to ensure the protection of his state from the encroach-
ments of the Georgian kings.®? Sources confirm that by this time,
Sheki and Gabala were under the authority of the Shirvanshahs.®
Based on the information from A. Bakuvi and E. Chelebi, it is con-
cluded that the north-western territories of historical Azerbaijan, in-
cluding the village of Tsakhur, in the late XI and early XII centuries,
formed the northern outskirts of the Great Seljuk Empire®.

From the end of the XI century, against the backdrop of the
weakening of the Seljuks, the Georgian kings sought to strengthen
their positions in the region. They succeeded particularly after the de-
cisive battle between the Seljuk army and the forces of David the
Builder (1089-1125) at Didgori, which took place on August 12, 1121.
The united Georgian Kingdom was further strengthened after David
IV captured Thilisi and eliminated the Thbilisi Muslim Emirate in
11228

In the third paragraph, ""Ethnopolitical Situation in the Region
in the Context of Turkic-Mongol Campaigns and Events of the XV
Century," the ethnopolitical processes that occurred during and after

80 Hacu6mu FO. U3 uctopun smupara lagnanunos ['ssamku (10 JAHHBIM JPEBHETPY3HHCKUX
ncrounukoB) // Orta osrlor Sorqi. Akademik Z.M.Biinyadovun xatirasino hosr olunmus
maqalslor toplusu. — Baki: Elm, -2000. - 5.80-81.

81 1bid.

82 Barparuonu, B., The stated work, p.129.

8 An-Hacasw, 111. M. YKusneonucanue cysirtana J[xanan an-Juna MankGypusi / 111 M. An-
Hacasu. — baky: Omm, - 1973. - ¢.216.

8 Baxysu, A6myppamma. Cokpanienne (KHUT 0) NaMATHUKAX U Yy/ecax 1aps Moryuero / A.
bakysu — Mocksa: Hayka, - 1971. — c. ¢.107-108; Yenebu, 3. Kuura myremecrsus (M3Bie-
YeHHs U3 COYMHEHUs Typenkoro myrtemectBeHHnka X VII Beka) / O. Uemebu. — Mocksa:
Hayka, -1983, Bem. 3. - ¢.178; Latifova, E. Selguklularin Kafkasya’daki Manevi-Kiiltiirel
Mirasinim Ornegi Olarak Sahur Medresesi // Ankara II. Uluslararasi Bilimsel Arastirmalar
Kongresi, - Ankara: - 6 — 8 Mart, - 2020, - s. 972-974.

8 Mahmudov Y.M. Azorbaycan tarixi. intibah dovrii (IX esrin ikinci yarisi — XIII asrin
avvalleri) / Y.M. Mahmudov. — Baki: “Altay diinyas1”, - 1996. — ¢.22; Mustafa, R.O. Tiflis
miisalman amirliyi / R.©. Mustafa. — Baki: “Turxan NPB”, - 2019. - 5.266-267; Kpsimckui,
A.E. Huzamu u ero coBpemennnku / A.E. Kpeimckwid. - baky: Dmm, -1981. - ¢.157.
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the Turkic-Mongol invasions in the studied region are examined.

With the beginning of the Mongol campaigns in the 20s of the
X111 century, a new stage in the history of the South Caucasus began.
By the time of the Khwarezmshah Jalal ad-Din Manguburni's cam-
paign to Azerbaijan and Georgia in 1225, Sheki and Gabala were still
under Georgian control. Subsequently, during the punitive campaign
of Jalal ad-Din in 1227 against the Georgians, Gabala and Sheki were
returned to the Shirvanshakhs.2® The Mongol invasions triggered a
new wave of migrations, which had a significant impact on the ethnic
processes among the peoples of the Caucasus. New Turkic tribes left
their names in the local toponymy. Among the tribes mentioned in
connection with the Mongol campaigns, Rashid al-Din lists Kipchaks,
Jalairs, Tanguts, Oyrats, Kurkans, and others.®’

It is concluded that the migrations of Turkic tribes in the XI-XIV
centuries had a significant impact on the ethnic processes in the region.
The ethnonym "Mugal,” which emerged to refer to the Turkic popula-
tion of the region, originated from a distorted form of the "Mongols"
and became the final note that reflected the influence of the Mongol
invasions on the ethnopolitical processes in the region.

In the context of the decline of the llkhanid state in the 30s of
the X1V century, the Sheki domain gained internal independence, gov-
erned by representatives of the Oirat dynasty.® The paragraph also
highlights the relations between the Sheki principality and the Timurid
state, as well as the place and role of the region in the political events
that occurred in during the XI1V-XV centuries.

Chapter I, titled "Ottoman-Safavid Confrontation in the
Caucasus in the XVI-XVII centuries and the Northwestern Terri-
tories of Azerbaijan," consists of three paragraphs. The first para-
graph, titled ""The Political Situation in the Region in the First Half
of the XVI century," researchs the political situation in the region in
the first half of the XVI century in the context of the unifying policy
of Shah Ismail 1 (1501-1524). An important condition for incorpo-

8 An-Hacasuy, I1I. M., The stated work, p.186

87 Latifova, E. Tiirk-Mogol Tarihi Baglaminda Azerbaycan'in Kuzey-Bati1 Bélgeleri // Av-
rasya Uluslararsi Arastirmalar Dergisi, - 2023, 11 (36), - 5.224-225.

8 Piriyev, V. Azarbaycan XIII-XIV astlords / Baki: Nurlan, - 2003. —5.191.
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rating the northern lands of Azerbaijan into the Safavid state was en-
suring the security of the borders. The security of the northwestern
outskirts of the state could be ensured by subordinating the Muslim
rulers of the Georgian borderlands to the Safavid rulers. The Ottoman
Empire also had claims to these territories.

Under Shah Ismail I, three campaigns were organized into Geor-
gia, and he periodically had to suppress the rebellions of the Georgian
kings. In such a situation, he turned his attention to the neighboring
Muslim rulers. The first among them to accept Safavid power in 1519
was the ruler of Sheki, Hasan Bek.®®

The policy of supporting the Muslim rulers of the region contin-
ued under Takhmasib 1. During his reign, the ruler of Sheki was Der-
vish Muhammad, the son of Hasan Bek. The relations between the Sa-
favid court and Sheki became complicated during this period. In 1551,
Shah Takhmasib launched a campaign towards Shirvan and the north-
western borders of Azerbaijan. The Sheki people organized their de-
fense in the fortresses of "Kish," "Gelesen-Goresen," and "Sygnakh"
— in the fortification at the foot of Mount "Elburz" (Elbrus — E.L.).%

Despite the fierce resistance, Dervish Muhammad was killed in
battle.®* The Sheki domain was transformed into one of the provinces
of the Safavid state.

In the second paragraph of this chapter, titled **"The Ottoman-
Safavid Confrontation in the Caucasus in the Second Half of the
XVI Century and the Northwest Principalities of Azerbaijan,™ the
role and importance of the northwest lands of Azerbaijan in the rivalry
between the two Turkic empires for control of the Caucasus in the sec-
ond half of the XV century are examined.

According to the peace treaty signed between the Ottoman and
Safavid states on May 29, 1555, in Amasya, the regions of Western
Georgia—Imeretia, Mingrelia, and Guria—fell under the sphere of in-
fluence of the Ottoman Empire, while its eastern territories, Meskheti,

8 Dgenues, O.A., The stated work, p. 64.

% Miinsi, [sgondar bay. Diinyan1 bazayan Abbasin tarixi (Tarixe-alomaraye-Abbasi) [2
cildde] / 1. Miinsi. — Bak1: “Sorq-Qarb”, - ¢.1. - 2010. — 5.189.

a Miinsi, Isgendor bay, The stated work, p.190; Rumlu, Hosan bay, The stated work, p. 553.
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Kartli, and Kakheti, were assigned to the Safavid state.®? Despite the
peace agreement, both empires had to suppress uprisings from local
rulers and feudal lords, especially in Georgia. In this context, the Sa-
favid court continued its policy of establishing and strengthening Mus-
lim holdings near the Georgian kingdoms. The Tsakhur domain was
one such development, which also included the region of Zagham.®®
Thus, the policy of the Kakhetian kings to move their political center
from Telavi to Gremi, and then to Zagham, right on the very border of
Sheki, was interrupted.®

On September 10, 1578, the Sheki fortress was captured by the
Ottomans and turned into a district center (kaza).*® The administration
of Sheki was entrusted to the grandson of Levend Khan and son of
Alexander Khan, Eregli Mirza.%® However, in late September 1578,
when Lala Mustafa Pasha was in Aresh, he transferred the administra-
tion of Sheki to a representative of the local dynasty, Mirza Omar.®’
Thus, Sheki came under the control of the Ottoman Empire as a sancak
within the Shirvan Beglerbeglik, with Mirza Omar appointed as the
sancakbey. Shirvan was divided into the Shemakhi and Derbent Beg-
lerbegliks. The Shemakhi Beglerbeglik also included Gabala, Sheki,
and Aresh. Among the cities and fortresses conquered by Lala Mustafa
Pasha, Aresh, Sheki, and Zagham are also listed.®® The Sheki Sanjak
was ruled by a representative of the local clan, Shahmir Khan. By the
90s of the XVI century, the sanjaks of Gabala, Sheki, and Aresh were
part of the Shemakhi Eyalet.*

According to the Istanbul Treaty of 1590, the northwestern ter-
ritories of Azerbaijan came under Ottoman control. Sheki was turned

92 3¢ennmes, O.A., The stated work., p.96; Bilge, S. M. Osmanh Cag’inda Kafkasya (1454-
1829) (Tarih-Toplum-Ekonomi) / S. M. Bilge. — Istanbul: Kitabevi, - 2015. — p.53-54.

9 Jletudosa, D.M. Unucyiickoe cynranctso / D.M. Jletudosa. - Baky: Illapr-Tap6, - 2010.
—c.45.; ®Gupman nepcuackoro maxa Tamasza // Hatmonansaerit apxus ['pysun (HAT), houn
No2, onrics Ne 1, ex. xp. 10322, 1. — 143-143 (06.)

% Kytemus, T.C. Ipysus u Cedenuackuit Upan (o aanusM Hymusmatuku) / T.C. Kyte-
st — Toumucn: «Menauepeday, - 1979. - ¢.15.
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9 Kirzioglu, M.F., The stated work, p.304-305.
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into an Ottoman province under the administration of Emir Osman.
The Tsakhur principality became part of it with the status of a sanjak
under the administration of Adigorklu Bek.%

The third paragraph is titled " The Caucasian Policy of the Sa-
favid and Ottoman States in the XVI1I Century and and its Impact
on the Region.” Shah Abbas | managed to restore the potential of the
Safavid state and began to seek revenge for the Istanbul Treaty. After
the conquest of Shirvan in 1607, many local rulers of Azerbaijan,
Georgia, and Dagestan expressed their allegiance to Shah Abbas I.
Among them was Ali Sultan of Tsakhur.1%

In the summer of 1616, Shah Abbas I launched a campaign to
Kakheti, then proceeded to Thilisi. The campaign also included Beg-
lerbeg of Shirvan Yusuf Khan, along with Ali Bek of Tsakhur.1%2 On
the banks of the Zagam River, a bloody battle took place between the
Georgians and the forces of Yusuf Khan of Shirvan and Ali Sultan.
The Georgians were defeated, and Zagam was totally destroyed.%®

The campaign of Shah Abbas | to Kakheti in 1616 indirectly
contributed to the emergence of another local principality to the west
of Sheki — the Jar-Tala Societies. By the end of his reign, Shah Abbas
| entrusted several oymags to the ruler of Sheki, Muhammad Sultan,
from the Jagirli tribe.!® Teymuraz also recognized Safavid rule. In
1627, Shah Abbas I confirmed him as the governor of Kakheti. How-
ever, after the death of Abbas I, in 1628 (or 1629), Teymuraz seized
Kartli and then killed Ali Sultan in revenge for his involvement in the
Zagam battle of 1616. This is also confirmed by the fact that in January
1629, when Shah Safi came to power in the Safavid state (reigning
from 1629 to 1642), he issued a firman in the same year to Muhammad
Bek, the son of Ali Sultan, confirming him as the ruler of the Takhur
principality.1%®

100 [Tepeson xommu ¢ pupmana Typerkoro Cysrana Ocman xaHa BToporo, BocrocieioBas-
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After the completion of the Safavid-Ottoman wars on May 17,
1639, the Safavid court made a series of changes to the administrative-
territorial division of Northern Azerbaijan, including its northwestern
regions: 1. The Sheki and Tsakhur principalities, as the Sheki prov-
ince, % were subordinated to the Shirvan Beglerbeglik, while Zagam,
along with Kakheti, became part of the Karabakh Beglerbeglik?’. 2.
A practice was introduced of transferring individual villages of the
Sheki ulka to the title ownership, with the right of inheritance granted
to beks for their services to the Safavid court. 3. From the reign of
Shah Abbas I, the rulers of the Sheki ulka no longer held the title of
khan, but that of sultan. For the management of individual villages and
districts of the Sheki ulka, the positions of meliks were established. 4.
Sheki was subjected to a monetary tax called “ikhrajat”, the proceeds
from which were spent on state needs. 5. The villages of the Tsakhur
principality — Tangyt, Gakh, and Meshebash — were transferred under
the rule of the Sheki ulka.

The third chapter, titled ""Military and Political Events of the
XVI1II Century in Caucasus and the Northwestern Principalities
of Azerbaijan,” consists of four paragraphs. The first paragraph
""Uprisings in the Region Against the Center in the Early XVIII
century," examines the uprisings in the region against the backdrop
of the crisis and weakening of central authority in Safavid state.

As a result of the disorder in the country and the abuses of the
Shirvan Beglerbegs, the Jar-Tala Districts and the Ilisu Sultanate
stopped receiving their stipends on time.%® The response to this situa-
tion was the raids by the Jar-Tala and Ilisu groups on the border with
Kakheti.

Another cause of the uprisings in the region was the change in
the central authority's attitude toward local rulers. Shah Sultan Husay-
n's circle began to trust the offspring of Georgian royal dynasties, who

106 Its borders stretched from the Caspian Sea in the east to the Kura and Gabyrra
(lori) rivers in the west, and in the south — from the Kura River to the lands of
Tabasaran in the north; look. Bilge, S. M., The stated work, p.133.

107 Tadhkirat Al-Muluk. A Manual of Safavid Administration (circa 1137/1725). Translated
and explained by V.Minorsky. / London: “E.J.W. Gibb Memorial Trust”, - 1943 (reprinted
1980). - p.101-102.

108 Jlepuaros B.H., The stated work, p.66;
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adhered to the Shiite branch of Islam, more than the local Sunni rulers.
It was these figures who were appointed as shah's valis to govern the
country.

The largest anti-government uprising began in region in 1707.
The united forces of the Jar-Tala, llisu, and Sheki groups played an
active role in it. The uprising was led by Ali Sultan of Ilisu. To sup-
press the rebellion, the governor of Kakheti, Imamkuli Khan, was
sent.’® This further exacerbated the local population’s dissatisfaction
with the central government's policies.

The excessive aggravation of discontent led to new uprisings in
the region in subsequent years. The influence of the Jar-Tala commu-
nities and the Ilisu Sultanate on the Caucasus grew to such an extent
that they actively intervened in the internal conflicts taking place both
in Northern Azerbaijan and in Georgia.

The second paragraph of the chapter, titled "The Intensifica-
tion of Ottoman Policy in the Region," focuses on the measures
taken by the Ottoman Empire to strengthen its presence in the region

Amid the decline of central authority in the Safavid state after
the Ghilzais captured Isfahan in 1722, the Ottoman Empire managed
to solidify its position in Northern Azerbaijan. The Ottomans effec-
tively leveraged the failed religious policies of the Safavid state to gain
the support of a significant portion of Northern Azerbaijan's popula-
tion.

The Ottoman court placed particular emphasis on winning over
local rulers. On 3 August 1723, Ahmed 111 issued a special firman ad-
dressed to Ali Sultan of Tsakhur. Based on the firman, he was elevated
to the rank of beglerbeg of the Sheki Province, with the Tsakhur sanjak
annexed to it. He was also instructed to closely collaborate with Haji
Dawud. %

According to the terms of the Treaty of Istanbul dated June 27,
1724, the Sheki province, including the Tsakhur Sanjak, as well as the
Jar-Tala Jamaats, which were administratively attached to the Shirvan

109 Anmes, ®.M., The stated work. - p.17.

110 MTepeson xormu ¢ pupmana Typenkoro Cynrana Axmen Xana Ha uMs [lIekuHCKOTO Mpa-
Butenst Anu Cynrasa ot 1-ro uncia mecsina 3uibkane 1135 roga XuKpsl Ha JOIKMHE Io-
pona Tudmnuca / Hanmonanesusiii apxus I'py3uun (HAT), poug Ne 236, onnuce Ne 2, ex. xp.
88, 1. — 27-27(06.).
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Beglerbeylik, officially came under the authority of the Ottoman state.
However, the Jar-Tala Jamaats refused to recognize Ottoman rule for
several years. Peace between the Jar-Tala Jamaats and the Ottoman
Empire was concluded in the final days of January 172811

The Ottomans continued their policy of strengthening Muslim
domains along the border with Eastern Georgia. Starting in 1725, a
firman was issued by Ottoman Sultan Ahmed to Ali Sultan’s son, Mu-
hammad, granting him the neighboring Aresh domain, located near
Sheki. The grant was conditional upon Muhammad’s agreement to
mobilize 300 select warriors at the request of Ottoman pashas to serve
in Ganja, Shirvan, and other locations where military action might be
required.’? Gakh was placed under the administration of Utsmi Mu-
hammad, who was granted the title of Gakh Beygerbey.'®

At the beginning of 1730, hostilities between the Safavids and
the Ottomans resumed. According to the terms of the Kermanshah
Treaty, concluded between the Safavids and the Ottomans in January
1732, the northwestern territories of Azerbaijan also remained under
Ottoman control.}*

After the signing of the Baghdad Treaty in February 1733 and
the transition of Azerbaijan's northwestern lands under the control of
the Safavid state, Ali Sultan was removed from the administration of
Sheki. In his place, Nader Khan's appointee, Melik Alimardan Bek,
was appointed.!*®

In mid-October 1734, Nadir Khan laid siege to the Ganja for-
tress. Nadir Khan sent punitive detachments against the Jar people
too!®. At this time, Ali Sultan sided with Nadir Khan and took part in
the punitive expedition, for which the Jar people, in alliance with Mur-
taza Khan of Kazikumukh, burned the Gakh vilayet after the Afshar
troops had withdrawn.!’

111 5]-Cari, Molla M. Car salnamasi. - p-22.
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The third paragraph of ""Feudal Domains of Northwestern
Azerbaijan as Part of Nadir Shah's Empire™ is dedicated to study-
ing the period of the region's incorporation into Nadir Shah's empire.

Shirvan held extremely important military-strategic significance
in Nadir Shah's rivalry with the Ottoman and Russian Empires for con-
trol of the Caucasus. Nadir Shah appointed Najafgulu Bey as the melik
of the Sheki mahal.!!® The relations between Nadir Shah's brother, Ib-
rahim Khan, and the northwestern domains of Azerbaijan were com-
plex from the very beginning. In May 1737, a peace agreement was
signed in Ganja between Ibrahim Khan and the elders of the Jar-Tala
jamaats, without any conditions for paying tribute or providing hos-
tages.!1®

In 1738, uprisings in northwestern Azerbaijan flared up with re-
newed force.'?® The punitive expedition of Ibrahim Khan in October
of the same year was unsuccessful and even cost him his life.*?! The
punitive campaigns organized by Nadir Shah in subsequent years to
punish the rebellious northwestern domains of Azerbaijan and neigh-
boring Dagestan also ended in failure.

In this situation, Haji Chalabi, a descendant of Dervish Muham-
mad Khan, emerged on the region's political stage.’?> However, the
further intrigues of Melik Najaf, which led to Haji Chalabi being sum-
moned once again by Nadir Shah, forced him to raise a rebellion
against the central authority in 1743. In this situation, Haji Chalabi
defended the "Gelesen-Geresen" fortress for three years. Realizing
that further resistance was impossible, in March 1746, Haji Chalabi
appeared before Nadir Shah in submission. They were forgiven, but
Nadir Shah appointed Melik Jafar, the nephew of Melik Najaf, as the
ruler of Shaki. However, as is known, in May 1747, Nadir Shah was
assassinated as a result of a conspiracy.'?

118 Musoavi T.M. — The stated work. p. 33-34, 77
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The final paragraph, titled ""Northwestern Territories of Azer-
baijan in the Foreign Policy of Neighboring States in the Second
Half of the XVII1 Century,” discusses the foreign policy activities
of the state formations in Northwestern Azerbaijan in the context of
their relations with neighboring Azerbaijani khanates, Georgian king-
doms, and Dagestani khanates and domains on one hand, and with the
Russian and Ottoman Empires on the other.

The victory of Haji Chalabi Khan over Heraclius Il in the Battle
of Gyzylgaya in 1752 further strengthened his position and secured the
transition of the Gazakh and Borchaly mahalas under his control.?*

In 1754, Heraclius 11 again advanced with great force against the
Jar-Balakan jamaats, but they, in alliance with Haji Chalabi Khan,
defeated Heraclius's forces on the left bank of the Ganykh River.%®

After the death of Haji Chalabi Khan in 1755, his son Agakishi
Bek inherited the power. However, after his murder by his father-in-
law, Muhammad Khan of Kazikumukh, in 1759, the power passed to
Haji Chalabi Khan's grandson, Hussein Khan.!?®

During the reign of Magomedghasan Khan (1783-1795), rela-
tions between the Shaki and Guba khanates became more compli-
cated.?” Subsequently, Magomedghasan Khan was forced to pursue a
foreign policy that was aligned with Fatali Khan of Guba.

By the end of the XVIII century, especially after the signing of
the treaty in Georgievsk on July 24, 1783, which placed Georgia under
the protection of the Russian Empire, the khanates of Northern Azer-
baijan had to contend with the influence of the latter. After the signing
of the Georgievsk Treaty, Heraclius Il increasingly demanded that the
Azerbaijani khanates accept his authority, and through him, submit to
the Russian Empire.?® During this period, the Jar-Balakan jamaats,
in alliance with Omar Khan of Avaria, played a significant role in re-
straining the Russo-Georgian pressure on the Azerbaijani and

124 Takaitmsumu, E.C. McTopudeckue IPUIUCKH BYX KHHKJIOCOB M XPOHONOTUYECKHiA TIe-
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Dagestani territories.?°

The Azerbaijani khanates sought to secure the support of the Ot-
toman court. In 1785, the ruler of the Karabakh Khanate, Ibrahim Kha-
lil Khan, the ruler of Sheki, Magomedghasan Khan, and Fatali Khan
of Guba sent their envoys to the Sultan's court. However, the Ottoman
court, taking into account the interests of the Russian Empire in the
region, bet on the expectation that the Russian Empire would go to war
with Agha Muhammad Shah Qajar and lose to him.**® Subsequent
events contributed to the expansion of the Russian Empire in the re-
gion.

The fourth chapter, titled ""The Caucasian Policy of the Rus-
sian Empire in the First Half of the XIX Century and the North-
western Territories of Azerbaijan," outlines the goals, course, and
methods of the colonial policy of the Russian Empire in the region,
within the context of its Caucasian policy.

The first paragraph is dedicated to analyzing the situation
in the region on the eve of Russian conquest.

After the accession of Emperor Alexander I, decisive steps were
taken towards establishing Russian rule in Eastern Georgia. The first
step was the imperial rescript of September 12, 1801, regarding the
governance of Georgia.'®* At the same time, the military leadership of
the Russian Empire, noting Georgia's inability to defend its borders
independently, urged the emperor to consider expanding the empire's
territories by annexing neighboring Muslim holdings.*3?

During this period, the imperial government also took steps to
win over the neighboring Jar-Balakan societies to its side. The elders
of the Jar-Balakan jamaats, aware that, being unequal to the Russian
Empire, any peace treaty with it would result in the loss of their inde-
pendence, avoided entering into agreements with the Russians.!
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Emperor Alexander, recognizing the need for decisive measures
in subduing the Jar-Balakan jamaats and other Azerbaijani khanates,
recalled General Knorring from his post in September 1802 and ap-
pointed General P.D. Tsitsianov as the commander-in-chief in the
Caucasus.'® The first target in Tsitsianov's plans for the conquest of
the region were the Jar-Balakan jamaats and the llisu Sultanate.

The second paragraph, titled "*Conquest of the Northwestern
Territories of Azerbaijan and the Introduction of Russian Rule,"
focuses on the analysis of the process of conquering the region and
establishing Russian rule. Despite the stubborn resistance of the Jar-
Balakan people, the military expedition to Jar, launched on March 2,
1803, under the command of General Gulyakov, ended successfully
for the Russians.!®

On April 12, 1803, nine elders of Jar-Balakan and three repre-
sentatives from the Ilisu Sultanate signed a treaty in Thbilisi with Com-
mander-in-Chief P.D. Tsitsianov, accepting the suzerainty of the Rus-
sian Empire.'® The Jar-Balakan jamaats and the Ilisu Sultanate were
required to pay an annual tribute in two installments, amounting to
1,100 liters (220 poods) of silk. The ninth article of the "Oath of Alle-
giance" laid the foundations for future religious policies, aimed at the
Christianization of the Ingiloy population.t3” But following the failure
of General Gulyakov's second expedition to Jaro in January 1804, the
Russian Empire's position in the region weakened.

In the Sheki Khanate, the situation was complicated by internal strife
between Magomedghasan Khan and his brother Selim Khan. Tsitsianov
bet on Selim. An important factor in this was that Selim Khan's mother was
a Georgian from the renowned Bagrationi family.**® His marriage to the
daughter of Ibrahim Khan of Karabakh, Tuti-bika, could have contributed
to the mutually beneficial influence between the two khans in the matter of
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accepting Russian suzerainty**°. The removal of Magomedghasan Khan,
who had close alliances with the Jar-Balakan jamaats and the Ilisu Sultan-
ate, as well as with neighboring Dagestani khanates and societies, could
have facilitated the full submission of all of these groups. During the First
Russo-Persian War (1804-1813), the removal of the pro-Qajar Ma-
gomedghasan Khan was beneficial for Russian command.

A week after the signing of the Kurakchay Treaty between the Rus-
sian Empire and the Karabakh Khanate, on May 21, 1805, a similar treaty
was signed between the Russian Empire and the Sheki Khanate. 4

The murder of Ibrahim Khalil Khan and his family by Major
Lisanevich in June 1806 provoked Selim Khan into rising up.**! In the
battle that took place on October 22, 1806, Selim Khan was de-
feated.*? The Khan was forced to flee to Prince Abbas Mirza and set-
tle in Tabriz. Later, in June-July 1819, he moved to the Ottoman Em-
pire, settling in Erzurum.**®

On December 10, 1806, the new ruler of Sheki was appointed as
Dzhafar Gulu Bek Khoyski.1** After the death of Dzhafar Gulu Khan
on August 22, 1814, his son Ismail Pasha was declared the new khan.**
The death of Ismail Khan in July 1819 provided a pretext for the aboli-
tion of the khanate in Sheki. General Yermolov introduced Russian ad-
ministration in the region.'4°

After the successful conclusion of the Second Russo-Persian and
Russo-Ottoman Wars for the Russian Empire, the command took de-
cisive measures to finally subdue the Jar-Balakan jamaats. In 1830,
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their internal autonomy was abolished, and a "Temporary Provincial
Administration™ was established with Russian officials.

The Ilisu Sultanate was subordinated to the head of the newly
created Jar-Balakan Province.'*” According to the "Project for the Re-
form of Provinces" dated April 17, 1840, the Jar-Balakan Province
was renamed into a district and incorporated into the Georgian-
Imeretian Governorate. The district was divided into three sections:
Balaken, Yenisel, and Ilisu. Daniyal Sultan was appointed as the dis-
trict judge of the llisu section of the Jar-Balakan district.*® The in-
clusion of the Sultanate and the Jar-Balakan district into the Geor-
gian-lmeretian Governorate was a manifestation of the colonial policy
of the Russian Empire, aimed at disintegrating and liquidating the
Muslim holdings.

In the third paragraph, titled "*Religious Policy of the Imperial
Government," the measures taken by the Russian Empire for the
forced spread of Orthodoxy among the Ingilo population of the region
are examined. The spread of Christianity among the Ingiloes was in-
tended to tie them to the Georgian church. The first decisive steps in
this direction were taken in the early 1820s. As a result of missionary
activities in the Ilisu Sultanate, 17 people were converted. However,
the missionaries, faced with discontent from the population, were
forced to leave the Sultanate's territory.4°

A new and more consistent phase of religious policy in the re-
gion began after the abolition of the llisu Sultanate in 1844. In order
to accelerate the process, M.S. Vorontsov, starting from 1849, granted
privileges to the population, exempting them from all direct taxes to
the treasury. As a result, by 1851, there were approximately 1,200
Ingiloes who had converted to Christianity in the Jar-Balakan district
as a whole.*°

147 O nopsaaxe ynpasnenus benokanckum okpyrom // PTUA, ¢.1268, om.1, 1.567, . 13.

148 KononnanbHas TONMMTUKA POCCHICKOro LapusMa B Asepbaiimkane B 20-60-e roxsr XIX
Beka [B aByx wactsx| / Ilon pen. W.II. TlerpymeBckoro. - MockBa-Jlenunrpaa: M3a.-Bo
Axanemun Hayk CCCP, - 1. I. — 1936. - ¢.69; O nopsinke ynpasnenus: bernoxanckum okpy-
rom // PTUA, ¢.1268, on.1, 1.567, n. 13-19.

149 TIucemo sk3apxa I'pysun MoHEI k Ten.-11. BenbsmunoBy ot 12-ro aBrycra 1822 rona, Ne
712 // AKAK, 1.VI, wacts I, 0. 567. — c. 427-428; OtHOmEeHNEe MuTpononuTa MoHBI K Tp.
[MTackeBuuy, ot 17-ro stuBaps 1830 roma, Ne 59 // AKAK, 1. VII, 1. 197. —¢.249.

150 Oryer kusazs M.C. Boponiosa 3a 1849-1851 ropl. Beenoananneiimmit panopt k. Bo-
poHII0Ba, oT 29-r0 centsiops 1852 roma // AKAK, T. X, ¢. 875-904.

41



The next step was the issuance of the decree to the Governing Sen-
ate on December 6, 1859, based on which, starting from 1860, Ingiloes
who converted to Christianity were granted land free of charge, ex-
changed with local landowners. Those who accepted Orthodoxy were
also permanently exempted from state taxes and, for six years, from mon-
etary land duties. ™

Since the 1850s, the construction of churches began in the re-
gion.*® An important aspect of the religious policy was also the estab-
lishment of church parish schools. Since 1858, the Georgian clergy began
teaching Ingilo children Georgian literacy in schools set up in private
homes. The opening of church parish schools was taken over by the So-
ciety for the Restoration of Orthodox Christianity in the Caucasus.*>

The religious policy had a significant impact on the ethnic and
religious identity of the Ingiloi population.

The last paragraph of the fourth chapter, titled *"The Struggle
for Liberation Against the Colonial Policy of the Russian Empire
and Its Results,"” is dedicated to examining the struggle of the region's
population against the colonial policy of the Russian Empire. The
northwestern territories of Azerbaijan became one of the key strong-
holds in the fight against colonialism in the Caucasus. The first major
uprising in the region against the Russian Empire was the uprising
raised in 1830 in Jar-Balaken. The large-scale uprising, which began
on June 12, 1830, was suppressed in December 1830. Another major
uprising in the region occurred in 1838 in Sheki. The proclamations of
the uprising declared as its main goal the destruction of all Russians in
the Sheki province and the restoration of a representative of the Sheki
khan dynasty, Meshadi Muhammad, to the throne.*>*
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The rapid movement of the rebels on September 1, 1838, prevented
the Russians from bringing in reinforcements. After the arrival of infantry
with artillery on September 1, Colonel Bezobrazov, the commander of
the Nizhny Novgorod Dragoon Regiment and acting head of the Jar-Ba-
lakan region, launched an offensive. By the end of the second day, the
rebels were pushed out of Sheki, and the uprising was suppressed.

The Sheki uprising demonstrated that, although the northwestern
territories of Azerbaijan had been conquered, the local population was
always ready to rise again in resistance against the colonizers.

The climax of the liberation struggle in the region was the Ilisu
Uprising of 1844.15After the suppression of the uprising on June 25,
1844, the llisu Sultanate was officially abolished. A Temporary Ad-
ministration was established, and the Ilisu Sultanate was renamed the
Ilisu District. The district was subdivided into three magalas: lIlisu,
Rutul, and Ingiloy. The district was governed by a staff officer, who
was subordinate to the Jar-Balakan district commander. The mahals
were administered by naibs, who were also appointed by the com-
mander of the Jar-Balakan military district.1%

The government ordered the division of the territory of the sul-
tanate into two parts: the Mountain Mahal and the Ilisu Magistracy.
The Mountain Mahal, which included the territory of the sultanate to
the north of the Main Caucasian Ridge, was included in the Samur
District, established in 1839. The Ilisu Magistracy, which included the
foothill and lowland territories of the sultanate, was assigned to the
Jar-Balakan District, and later to the Zakatal District.?>’

As a result of the aforementioned measures, part of the territory of
the Ilisu Sultanate - the villages of the Mountain Mahal, remained outside
the borders of North Azerbaijan. It should also be noted that as a result of
administrative-territorial reshaping of the northwestern holdings as a
whole, 16 villages were left outside Azerbaijan—7 villages of the Ilisu
Sultanate and 9 villages of the Jar-Balakan Jamaats. Thus, the Russian

155 Kopanesckuii ILU., The stated work. - p.235.

156 Mncrpykims Jlxapo6enokanckoMy OKpYKHOMY HAYalbHHKY, JUIS BPEMEHHOTO YIIpaBJie-
Hus ObBIIMM Enmcyiickum BrnaneHueM u PyTynbckum maramom. 26 utoHs 1844 r., Temup-
Xan-1llypa. // PTBUA, ¢. 482, om. 1, en. xp. 226, n. 111.

157 Jlerudosa, D.M. Unucyiickoe cynranctso / 3.M. Jletudosa. - baky: Illapr-T'ap6, - 2010.
—c.119.
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Empire succeeded in dismembering and eliminating the last stronghold
of resistance against colonial policies on the territory of Azerbaijan.

In the conclusion, the main results of the dissertation are sum-
marized, the conclusions and generalizations derived from the con-
ducted research are formulated, and some scientific-practic recom-
mendations are given. The study and comparative analysis of numer-
ous sources and literature reflecting the policies of medieval Turkic-
Azerbaijani states, neighboring Georgian kingdoms and Dagestani
possessions, the Ottoman and Russian empires regarding the north-
western territories of Azerbaijan, led to the following conclusions:

1. Among the regions that fell out of the control of the Caliphate
during its disintegration, which began in the mid-9th century, was Ar-
ran, covering the former Albanian territories. The state, re-established
in these territories by Grigor Hammam around 866, had to, starting from
the early 10th century, withstand the pressure of the strengthening Geor-
gian-Abkhazian kingdom on one side, and on the other, maneuver be-
tween the Azerbaijani states of the Sajids and the Shirvanshahs.

2. The expansionist policy of the Georgian kingdoms, which be-
gan in the X century, had a direct impact on the neighboring north-
western regions of the former Albania. The areas of Ereti, whose set-
tlements Arash and Gavaz were seized by the Georgian kings, were
especially subjected to attacks. However, at the initial stage, i.e., in the
early 10th century, the positions of the Georgian kings in these areas
were unstable. The situation changed after the 70s-80s of the 11th cen-
tury, when the Abkhazian-Kartlian kingdom, strengthened as a result
of victories in civil wars between Georgian kingdoms, began to exert
increasing pressure on the Kingdom of Kakheti and the Sheki-Ereti
Kingdom by the early 12th century.

3. Analyzing the sources allows for the conclusion that, despite
the bias of Georgian sources, they all distinguish between the Geor-
gians, "ranians," and "er" people, whom they consider nearly one and
the same, associating them with the ancient Albanians.

4. With the exception of the brief period of the Seljuk state's rise
in the Caucasus, the northwestern territories of Azerbaijan remained
under the influence of the Georgian kingdoms until the Mongol inva-
sions. With the Mongol campaigns, the Georgian kingdoms were

44



forced to focus on their own defense, which, to some extent, contrib-
uted to the gradual liberation of the northwestern territories of Azer-
baijan from their influence.

5. The campaigns of the Seljuks and Mongols led to significant
changes in the ethnopolitical situation of the region under study — there
was a compact settlement of new Turkic-Mongol tribes in the north-
western territories of Azerbaijan and their intermingling with the local
Turkic tribes.

6. The Sheki principality, under the ruler Seydi Ali, attempted to
pursue an independent policy, resisting the campaigns of Emir Timur,
which began in the 1380s. However, due to the efforts of Shirvanshah
Ibrahim 1, relations between Emir Timur and Seydi Ali's son, Seydi
Ahmed, were restored, and the latter remained loyal to Timur until his
death in 1405.

7. The medieval northwestern territories of Azerbaijan, includ-
ing the Sheki and Takhur regions, were politically linked to Shirvan.
The subjugation of Shirvan by the Safavid state of Azerbaijan inevita-
bly influenced the position of neighboring territories, which were also
turned into vassals;

8. Both the Safavid and Ottoman states, during their struggle for
the Caucasus, pursued a policy of creating and strengthening Muslim
territories in the northwestern regions of Azerbaijan bordering Geor-
gia, which served the function of "border guardians."

9. Although the religious factor played a significant role in the
rapprochement of the rulers and populations of Shirvan, Aresh,
Gabala, Ilisu, etc., with the Ottoman Empire, the main factor in deter-
mining their position was the local rulers' own state interests. If the
relations were not effective, the allies had no hesitation in switching
sides to the enemy;

10. In relation to the Jar-Tala Jamaats and the Ilisu Sultanate, the
military-strategic interests of the Ottomans prevailed over economic
ones. The primary focus of the Ottoman Empire's policy in the region
was ensuring the security of its borders in the Caucasus;

11. Based on the content of the Shah Safi’s firmans, the Sheki
principality, according to the administrative division of the Safavid
state in the first half of the XVI1I century, was under the jurisdiction of
the Shirvan Beglarbegi. Even before the completion of the third phase
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of the Safavid-Ottoman wars, the north-western territories of Azerbai-
jan had firmly come under Safavid rule;

12. The causes of the major anti-Safavid uprisings that broke out
in the region in the early XVIII century were the increase in taxes and
the change in the policy of the Safavid court towards the territories of
North-Western Azerbaijan against the backdrop of the growing crisis
of the state since the end of the XVII century;

13. During the uprisings in the early XV1I1 century, the Kakhetians
and Kartlians were forced to recognize the formidable force that emerged
in the east in the form of the Jaro-Tal tribes and the Ilisu Sultanate, which
not only blocked their path for further expansion to the east but also grad-
ually pushed them out of the northwestern territories of the former Alba-
nia, which had been occupied by the latter since the X-XI centuries;

14. The reason for the capture of Shemakha in May 1720 by the
united forces of Surkhai Khan of Kazikumukh, Ali Sultan of Ilisu, and
others was the appeal for help from the Gabala melik Mahmud, who
was oppressed by the Shemakha beglerbeg Hussein Khan;

15. In the early XVIII century, the influence of the Jaro-Talj
Khams and the Ilisu Sultanate in the Caucasus grew to such an extent
that they actively intervened in the internecine struggles occurring
both in Northern Azerbaijan and in neighboring Georgia;

16. Against the backdrop of the weakening of the Safavid state
in the first quarter of the XVIII century, the Ottoman Empire began to
pursue an active policy in the region. However, not all feudal holdings
of Northern Azerbaijan had smooth relations with the Ottomans.
While the llisu Sultanate and Sheki principality immediately sided
with the Ottomans, it took another two decades for the Jaro-Talj
Khams to accept Ottoman rule;

17. In its Caucasian policy during the first third of the XVIII cen-
tury, the Ottoman Empire placed special importance on the northwestern
lands of Azerbaijan. In fact, this policy was a continuation of the one
started by the Ottomans in the XV century. The difference from the pre-
vious period was that in the 1720s and 1730s, the Ottoman state, in its
struggle for the Caucasus, began to compete with the Russian Empire;

18. The fate of the Caucasus, including the northwestern territories
of Azerbaijan, was largely decided with the signing of the Ganja Treaty
between the Russian Empire and the Safavid state in March 1735. After
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three centuries of active policy in the Caucasus, the Ottoman Empire was
forced to leave the region until the beginning of the XIX century;

19. The difference in positions towards Nadir Shah between the
Jar-Tala tribal communities and the Ilisu ruler Ali Sultan led to the
latter's loss of power. The nobility and local rulers saw Nadir Shah as
a threat to their authority and considered the Ottoman Empire as the
closest ally in their struggle against him;

20. The Sheki Khanate, under Haji Chelebi Khan, became a
powerful obstacle to King Irakli II's consolidation in the northwest of
Azerbaijan. Irakli 1l had ambitions for the territories of Azerbaijan
populated by the Ingiloys. However, the resistance from the united
forces of the Sheki Khanate and the Jar-Balakan communities in 1754
prevented Irakli from realizing his plans;

21. The Jar-Balakan communities, in alliance with the neighbor-
ing Avar ruler Omar Khan, played a significant role in restraining the
Russian-Georgian pressure on the Azerbaijani and Dagestani territo-
ries neighboring Kartli-Kakheti after the conclusion of the Treaty of
Georgievsk in 1783;

22. Amid the increasing activity of the Russian Empire in the
Caucasus from the second half of the XVIII century, the northwestern
territories of Azerbaijan, particularly the Sheki Khanate, sought sup-
port from the Ottoman Empire. However, the Ottoman Empire, being
in a difficult position due to unsuccessful wars with the Russian Em-
pire, limited itself to sending letters of support to the local rulers;

23. The manifesto of January 18, 1801, regarding the annexation
of Georgia to the Russian Empire, not only marked the completion of
the full loss of political independence of the Kingdom of Kartli-
Kakheti, but also signaled the beginning of the loss of independence
for neighboring Muslim possessions in the Caucasus;

24. The "Oath of 1803" not only marked the beginning of the loss
of independence for the possessions of North-Western Azerbaijan, but
also laid the foundation for a religious divide among the population, as
the agreement included a specific clause requiring the free practice of
Christian rites by the Ingiloy population without obstruction;

25. The conquest of the Sheki Khanate brought significant eco-
nomic, strategic, and political benefits to the Russian Empire;

26. Selim Khan was forced to sign the Kyurekchay Treaty due
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to: 1) his ambitions to seize the Sheki throne by displacing his brother,
Magomedkhasan Khan; and 2) his conflicts with Mustafa Khan of
Shirvan and Surkhai Khan of Kazikumukh. Despite doubts about his
decision before signing the treaty, there was no turning back;

27. The inclusion of the territories of the former Jar-Balaken Ja-
maats and the Ilysu Sultanate into the Georgian-Imeretian Gover-
norate in 1840 was a manifestation of the colonial policy of the Rus-
sian Empire, aimed at destroying the traditions of statehood, dismem-
bering, and eliminating the independence of the former Muslim hold-
ings. This created a fertile ground for future territorial claims from
neighboring countries to Azerbaijan;

28. The religious policy implemented by the tsarist government
from the 1820s significantly impacted the ethnic and religious identity
of the Ingiloys. The peak of conversions to Christianity occurred after
the government offered material and economic incentives, particularly
in 1851 after M.S. Vorontsov granted privileges in 1849. By 1859, the
number of baptized Ingiloy Christians reached 3,042. However,
growth slowed in the following years, with 3,094 in 1871 and 3,436 in
1873, showing only modest increases.

29. The biased and brutal attitude of tsarist officials towards the
local population sparked mass resistance against the colonial policies
of the Russian Empire. After suppressing the uprisings, the tsarist gov-
ernment more decisively proceeded with redrawing borders, resulting
in 16 villages of the Jar-Balakan jamaats and the Ilisu Sultanate being
left outside Azerbaijan.

30. Despite their small size, the north-western territories of
Azerbaijan, due to their advantageous military-strategic location,
played an important role throughout the period of our study in the for-
eign policy of both neighboring regional states and major empires
seeking to establish themselves in the Caucasus.

31. Considering the strategic importance of the north-western ter-
ritories of the modern Republic of Azerbaijan, it is essential, alongside
continuing comprehensive research into the region’s history, to also focus
on promoting the results of scientific studies through mass media—by
increasing the share of educational programs, films, and channels.
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