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I.GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
DISSERTATION

Relevance and coverage of the topic. The period spanning
from the restoration of state independence to 2013 is marked by
significant events in the history of Azerbaijan. Regrettably,
notwithstanding the attainment of freedom by our populace, the
political and economic circumstances in the Republic of Azerbaijan
were exceedingly challenging. The disintegration of the previous
system and the subsequent disruption of long-standing economic links
for over seven decades have led to a crisis scenario in the nation.
Furthermore, the measures undertaken to enhance the autonomy of the
republic encountered some impediments. Armenia's aggressive stance
against Azerbaijan, together with the presence of over one million
refugees and internally displaced individuals in the nation, and the
occupation of more than 20% of our ancestral lands, have severely
impacted all sectors of the republic, including the social and economic
domains. Every individual in the nation experienced the effects of the
material and moral setback. The Guba-Khachmaz area, which
encompasses the northeastern regions of the republic, has been
influenced socially, economically, and culturally by all of these
national processes. During that period, the Guba-Khachmaz area
included the Khachmaz, Guba, Gusar, and Davachi (now Shabran)
administrative districts. In 1992, when Siyazan was separated from
Davachi district, the region's number of districts increased to five.
During the first years of independence restoration in this area, the
primary concern was the disadvantaged socioeconomic condition of
the people and the inability to fulfill the daily need for essential food
items, which indicated a distressing scenario. A large number of the
region's businesses have monopolized and others have ceased
operations entirely as a result of the nation's scarcity of commodities.
Consequently, these circumstances led to a rise in unemployment rates
and a significant decline in the overall welfare of the populace. The
labor collectives in the districts within the area were unable to meet
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the state goals due to their significantly underutilized capacities.
Similar to other areas of the country, these regions also experienced a
scarcity of essential food items, particularly bread and wheat. All
sectors were negatively impacted by the hard to locate replacement
components in manufacturing, the lack of resources, the difficulties of
transportation, and the sharp rise in pricing.

For the nation to achieve sustained economic growth, it was
crucial to undertake and execute reforms while enhancing the overall
welfare of the whole people of the republic. An unprecedented chapter
in the history of Azerbaijan's statehood began with the ascension of
Heydar Aliyev to power in June 1993. He took the required steps, and
as a consequence, Azerbaijan's economic downturn, military setbacks,
political loss in the international arena, and domestic civil
disobedience were quickly curbed. Additionally, construction efforts
geared toward advancement across all domains were initiated.
Historical evidence further demonstrates that the region's economic
growth occurred with the return to power of Heydar Alirza Aliyev, the
national leader of the Azerbaijani people. Large-scale changes were
initiated from the outset by the National Leader, who took office when
the Republic of Azerbaijan was experiencing extreme hardship and the
threat of dissolution. The Republic of Azerbaijan's economic reforms
during this brief historical period guaranteed the restoration of
economic stability in the Guba-Khachmaz region and markedly
enhanced the quality of life for the populace by promoting the
economy's sustainable and dynamic growth.

Ilham Aliyev, who became President in October 2003, aimed
to continue Heydar Aliyev's legacy by prioritizing regional
development, job creation, and improving the well-being of the
populace. The Guba-Khachmaz region has entered a new phase of
development with the implementation of the "State Program of Socio-
Economic Development of the Regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan
(2004-2008)" approved by President Ilham Aliyev on February 11,
2004 through Decree No. 24. Additionally, the adoption of the
Regional Development Program for the period of 2009-2013 has
facilitated significant progress and growth in the region.
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Since the Guba-Khachmaz region of the Republic of
Azerbaijan saw significant progress from the time of independence
restoration until 2013, it is crucial to examine the current state of
affairs in the area chronologically and to identify opportunities for
future growth by tracing the social, economic, and cultural
development process. Consequently, there is substantial scientific
value to the examination of the social, economic, and cultural
evolution of the Guba-Khachmaz area between 1991 and 2013.

Various works covered certain concerns, even though the
development of the Guba-Khachmaz area was first tackled as the
unique study object in this thesis throughout Azerbaijani history. It is
crucial to mention that significant information on the researched
subject can be found in the extensive works of the esteemed leader
Heydar Aliyev titled "Our Sovereignty is Eternal"! and President
Ilham Aliyev's work titled "Development is Our Goal"2.

In the book "Political struggle in Azerbaijan in the late 80s and
early 90s," written by Professor Ogtay Sultanov®, a doctorate in
historical sciences, the political climate of the country in the late 20th
century was extensively explained, with special attention to economic
and social issues. The author provided detailed explanations on the
downfall of the Soviet political system, the formation of the
independent Republic of Azerbaijan, and the influence of political
events during that period on both the economic and social aspects. The
book is crucial for understanding the republic's political climate and
socioeconomic circumstances in the early years after its restoration of
independence. The title of the article indicates that the socio-economic
status of the Guba-Khachmaz area was not included in the study, since
it was not chosen as a specific research focus.

! Heydar Oliyev. Elektron sanadlor toplusu. Mustoagilliyimiz sbadidir: [46 cildds].
http://heydaraliyev.preslib.az
2 flham ®liyev: electron Kkiilliyyat._ Inkisaf - mogsedimizdir: [104 cildds].
http://ilhamaliyev.preslib.az
% Sultanov, O.B. 80-ci illarin sonu, 90-c1 illerin avvallorinda Azorbaycanda siyasi
mubariza. / O. Sultanov. — Baki: Maarif, -1995. - 232 s.
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The notable statesman, academician, philosopher, and scientist
Ramiz Mehdiyev* expounded on the implementation of socio-
economic reforms in the republic in many of his writings, and he
extensively documented the country's post-independence growth.
These works have significant value in examining the history of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as monitoring the execution of
development-focused actions in all areas.

The writings of the renowned historian Tahir Gaffarov® include
specific information pertaining to the topic under study. The political
processes and the economic changes that Azerbaijan pursued in the
1990s are therefore thoroughly discussed from a historical perspective,
and his writings provide in-depth explanations of these topics. The
author emphasizes the crucial contribution of Heydar Aliyev in
ensuring economic stability across all areas of the nation. These and
other writings by historian Tahir Gaffarov, who extensively
investigated and examined several issues pertaining to Azerbaijan's
history in the 20th century, include significant information.

The two-volume book on the history of the Republic of
Azerbaijan®, which was co-published by the ANAS Institute of
History and the Public Union of Historians of Azerbaijan, includes
several chapters that detail the orders and decrees of the historical
figures Heydar Aliyev and Ilham Aliyev regarding the socioeconomic

4 Mehdiyev, R.O. Azorbaycan: tarixi irs vo mustoqillik folsafosi / R.Mehdiyev. —
Baki: Azorbaycan Milli Ensiklopediyast Nogriyyati, -2001. -276 s.; Azorbaycan
qloballagma dévriiniin taloblori: kegmisin darslari, bu giiniin realliglart vo golocayin
perspektiviori / R.Mehdiyev. —Baki: XXI-Yeni Nosrlor Evi, - 2005. - 464 s,
Golacoyin strategiyasini diisiinarkan: modernlogsmoa Xotti / R.Mehdiyev. — Baku:
Sarg-Qarb, -2008. - 215 s.
% Qaffarov, T.B. Azarbaycanin an yeni tarixi / T.Qaffarov. — Baki: Ciso Enterprise,
-2005. -275s.
Yens onun. Azarbaycan Respublikast 1991-2001. Osra barabar on il / T.Qaffarov.
— Baki: Turan, - 2001. - 325s.
®Azarbaycan Respublikasinin tarixi (1991-2003). 1-ci cild. Heydar Oliyev dovrii / -
Baki: AMEA-nin A.A.Bakixanov adina Tarix Institutu vo Azarbaycan Tarixgilori
Ictimai Birliyi, -2016. - 704 s.; 2-ci cild. (2003-2016). Ilham Sliyev dovrii / -Baki:
AMEA-nm A.A Bakixanov adina Tarix Institutu vo Azorbaycan Tarixcilori Ictimai
Birliyi, 2016. - 716 s.
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development of the nation. These publications are very significant in
terms of showecasing the extensive reforms, diverse Development
Programs  launched, and development-focused  outcomes
accomplished in the nation from 1993 to 2013. Nevertheless, these
publications do not provide any precise information about the
locations, especially Guba-Khachmaz.

The 26th to 28th chapters of the book on the history of
Azerbaijan7, written by historians Gafar Jabiyev and Sattar
Allahverdiyev, are particularly intriguing. These chapters delve into
the restoration of independence in the country, its subsequent
consolidation, the economic development of the state, and the analysis
of the socio-economic dynamics of Azerbaijan in the early 21st
century. While the book provides a comprehensive account of
Azerbaijan's history spanning from ancient times to the current day, it
does not specifically address the socio-economic status of the Guba-
Khachmaz area.

Dr. of Philosophy in History Ali Balayev's "Socio-economic
and political situation in Azerbaijan (1985-1995)" delves deeply into
the challenging circumstances faced by the state in the initial years
following the restoration of independence, as well as the actions and
policies put in place to advance the nation's economy. In this study,
the author examines the socio-economic processes throughout the
whole country and provides a comprehensive explanation.
Nevertheless, the effects of those activities on the country's northeast
have not been investigated since the author's objectives are different
there as well.

In this context, the work "Northern Gate of Azerbaijan-
Khachmaz" by Doctor of Science in History professor Fakhraddin
Narimanoghlu® is quite intriguing. One section of this book focuses on
Khachmaz and discusses the progress made in infrastructure

7 Cabiyev, Q.C., Allahverdiyev, S.S. Azorbaycan tarixi /Q.Cobiyev. — Baki: Elm vo
Tahsil, -2017. - 621 s.
8 Norimanoglu, F.M. Azorbaycanin simal qapisi-Xagmaz / F. Mommodov. -
Baki,:Nurlan, - 2006. - 128 s.
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development due to recent building projects. The study focuses only
on Khachmaz, without include any other areas within the region.

In his thesis "Development strategy of the regions in the
Republic of Azerbaijan," doctorate candidate in philosophy in history
Zaur Salimov addresses a few points pertaining to the topic at hand.
While the first State Program on regional development has been
extensively examined, there is a lack of detailed information on the
Guba-Khachmaz area.

The work "Heydar Aliyev personality in the history of
Azerbaijan™ by academician and associate member of ANAS Yagub
MahmudoV? is very significant for its abundance of information on the
years of Heydar Aliyev's leadership in the nation. In this book, the
author considers Heydar Aliyev's ascent to power as a rescuer at the
most challenging and crucial times for the nation, and he provides in-
depth explanations of the main points of the reforms he carried out
from a historical perspective.

The contributions of Heydar Aliyev towards improving the
socio-economic conditions of the nation and implementing a
sustainable development plan have been thoroughly examined in the
scholarly works of Dr. Irada Huseynova'®, a Professor of History. The
chronology of the research projects has not assessed the socio-
economic conditions in the areas and in the years that followed,
primarily because it is centered on the time frame of Heydar Aliyev's
activities. While 1. Huseynova has mentioned the regional
development strategy in her works, it is not the main focus of her
study, and so, there is a lack of detailed information regarding regional
development in those works.

® Mahmudov, Y. M. Azarbaycan tarixinds Heydar Dliyev soxsiyysti /Y.Mahmudov.
— Baka: Tahsil, -2003.- 322s.

10 Hiiseynova, .M. Dévlatgilik namina / 1. Hiiseynova, - Baki: BDU, -2001. - 300s.;
Miistaqil Azarbaycan dovlotinin qurucusu / I.Hiiseynova, - Baki: Tohsil, - 2004. -
472s.; Mustaqilliyimizin tominatgist / I.Hiiseynova, - Baki: Tahsil, -2003. -504s.;
Teiinap AnveB — OT IOJMTHYECKOrO PYKOBOAUTENCA K OOLIEHAIMOHAIBHOMY
munepy/ U.I'yceiinosa,- baky: Taxcu, -2005. - 501c.
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The works of the cited writers demonstrate that both key
figures in Azerbaijani history and individual historians have
thoroughly analyzed Heydar Aliyev's significant role in enhancing the
country's economic and social status, attaining achievements, and
generating crucial contribution.

The seventh chapter of the seven-volume book!! on the history
of Azerbaijan provides a concise overview of the socio-economic
condition of the nation after it restored independence.

The topic we are studying has been addressed in various works
by prominent figures such as Dr. of economic sciences Ziyad
Samadzadeh'?, Professor Hidayat Orujov®®, a poet-playwright and
artist, and researcher Nizami Rahmanli'*. Additionally, books such as
The Great Economic Encyclopedia®®, Heydar Aliyev, and the State's
Agrarian Policy!® have also discussed certain aspects of this topic.

Upon analyzing the literature about the conducted research, it
becomes evident that while some authors touch upon certain aspects
of the problem under investigation, the overall research on the subject
iIs lacking in systematic and comprehensive examination. Therefore, it
is scientifically important to thoroughly examine the issue of social,
economic, and cultural development of the Guba-Khachmaz area in
the Republic of Azerbaijan from 1991 to 2013, focusing on its
historical context.

11 Azarbaycan tarixi [7 cildds] / Mas.red. T.Qaffarov.- Baki: Elm, -c.7: - 2008. -608
S.

12 Camemsane, 3. A. Drambl GOJBILIOro myTH. DKOHOMHKA AsepOaiimkana 3a
MOJIBEKa, ee peanuu U nepcrektussl / 3. Camensane, - baky: Hypmap, - 2004. - 932
c.

18 Orucov, H.X. Azarbaycanda din: an gadim dovrdan bu giinadsk / H.Orucov, -
Baku:Idrak 1B, -2012. — 428 s.

14 Rohmanli, N. Ciraqqala yurdunun évladlari / N.Rohmanli, - Baki: Susa, - 2002. -
352s.

15 Boyiik Iqtisadi Ensiklopediya [5 cildda] // Bas red. Z.Somadzads, - Baki: Sorg-
Qorb, - 2012. —c.2, - 632 s.

16 Heydor Oliyev vo dovlotin agrar siyaseti / Bas red. D.Latifov, - Baki: Gonclik, -
2003. -776 s.
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The thesis draws on a wide range of sources. The materials
used include the speeches, interviews, decrees, and directives of
National Leader Heydar Aliyev and President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev about the socio-economic development of
the area. These sources aid in examining the issue from a legal and
normative perspective. A significant amount of pertinent material on
the researched issue has been documented in the publications of the
esteemed leader Heydar Aliyev and President Ilham Aliyev, which has
considerable significance in the study.

Archival documents predominate among the sources. The
thesis is primarily based on archive materials from the National
Archives Department of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as the
regional branches in Guba, Khachmaz, Gusar, Shabran, and Siyazan.
Additionally, the annual reports of the respective regional executive
authorities on socio-economic and cultural development were also
utilized.

The thesis made extensive use of data from the State Statistics
Committee, regional statistics offices, and the Regional Development
Center, as well as from approved State programs for the development
of regions and the Action Plans created for each area under these
programs.

The research process utilized various newspapers and
magazines released in the republic and the Guba-Khachmaz region.
These publications included magazines such as "Guba-Khachmaz
economic region: Results of successful regional policy"”, "People's
custody”, "Time", "Khachmaz 2003-2013: Goals, Development,
Results”, "Guba 2003-2013: Goals, Development, Results”, "Gusar
2003-2013: Goals, Development, Results”, "Siyazan 2003-2013:
Goals, Development, Results”, "Shabran 2003-2013: Goals,
Developments, Results”, as well as newspapers like "Azerbaijan",
"Shafaq”, "Chirag", "Shabran", "Quba", and "Taraqqi.

The aforementioned sources are particularly significant for
guaranteeing the accomplishment of the objectives established in the
research project and for acquiring precise information regarding the
execution of the policies intended for the Guba-Khachmaz region in
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the State Programs about the socioeconomic development of the
regions.

Research object and subject. The focus of the study is the
Guba-Khachmaz area. The subject matter pertains to the development
of the area in terms of social, economic, and cultural aspects. The
thesis covers the period from 1991 to 2013. The start of the thesis's
chronological framework occurs in 1991 since the Republic of
Azerbaijan began operating as an independent state at that time.

The reasons for the Guba-Khachmaz region's current economic
downturn and collapse, as well as the elements influencing the social
climate there and the living circumstances of its citizens during the
early years of independence restoration, have all been determined. An
analysis has been conducted on the impact of Heydar Aliyev's efforts
to promote social, economic, and cultural development in the region.
The study also examined the measures taken in this area, including the
implementation of specific State Programs for regional socio-
economic development from 2004 to 2008 and from 2009 to 2013. The
conclusion of the research's chronological framework was regarded as
2013 since | began working on the thesis subject in 2014.

Research purpose and scope. The research aims to
comprehensively examine the socio-economic development process
of the Guba-Khachmaz area in the Republic of Azerbaijan from the
time of regaining independence until 2013, with a focus on its
historical perspective. To accomplish the established objective, it is
important to address a series of tasks. They're listed below:

1. To ascertain the reason behind the tense socio-economic
circumstances in the Guba-Khachmaz area of the Azerbaijani
Republic during the first years of the 1900s;

2. to highlight the need of establishing legal foundations for the
socioeconomic reforms that were carried out during the
nation's shift to a market economy, the significance of
implementing the reforms in the Guba Khachmaz region, the
regulatory role that state protection plays in the growth of new
economic models, the private sector, and entrepreneurship, as
well as the establishment of new industrial enterprises;
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to ascertain how the growth of the area interacts with the
reforms carried out and the development policies put in place
by Mr. Ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
and Heydar Aliyev, National Leader of the Azerbaijani people;
To uncover and assess the correlation between the authorized
State Programs on regional development and the equitable
development of the Guba-Khachmaz area;

demonstrate that the Guba-Khachmaz region's present state is
a direct outcome of Heydar Aliyev's policies being
implemented;

To provide recommendations for the future development of
this area, based on a review of the region's socio-economic
progress;

Research methods. The thesis used research methodologies

including comparison, historical overview, objectivity, categorization,
analysis, and summarizing. Hence, the issue has been meticulously,
thoroughly, and systematically examined. The thesis also used the
statistical approach to analyze a multitude of information about the
socio-economic aspects of the area. This process aids in summarizing
the overall growth patterns of the area by analyzing statistical
indicators of individual regions on the examined issue.

The main provisions of defense. The following measures have been

implemented for defense:

Guba-Khachmaz, an area of the Republic of Azerbaijan living
with revenue, is primarily specialized in the sectors of fruit and
vegetable industry, agriculture, and tourism;

From 1991 to 1993, the aggressiveness of Armenia, internal
instability, power struggles, and administrative ineptitude not
only hindered socio-economic progress but also stopped it;
The reinstatement of Heydar Aliyev as the leader in June 1993,
together with the execution of a viable socio-economic
strategy, fostered growth in the northern and eastern regions of
the nation and enhanced the well-being of the populace;
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e The region's free economy was established with the shift from
state-owned to privately owned farms, and the proportion of
output from both types of farms shifted in favor of the former;

e The privatization plans implemented in Azerbaijan were
especially evident in the northeastern parts of the country. The
agriculture and industries of the area underwent
reconstruction, resulting in a rise in productivity. The influx of
both domestic and international investors to the area resulted
in the creation of many job opportunities via the revitalization
of existing businesses and the establishment of new ones. This,
in turn, led to an increase in employment rates and improved
the overall welfare of the local populace.

e The path for dynamic growth here was paved with the decrees
on regional development issued by President Ilham Aliyev of
the Republic of Azerbaijan and his trips to the regions to
personally monitor the execution of these regulations. All
infrastructure in the region was modified to align with globally
acknowledged development plans, and the growth of the non-
oil industry was further expedited:;

¢ Significant progress was made in the cultural sector within the
regions of the area. Efforts were made to safeguard national
and moral values, preserve traditions, and enhance the
planning and execution of large-scale cultural events.
Additionally, there was an increased focus on the conservation
and repair of historical sites;

e The successful execution of State Programs pertaining to
regional development, which establish the forthcoming
development priorities of the republic, has guaranteed the
achievement of sustainable growth in this area.

e The growth of international tourism in the area contributes to
the advancement of Azerbaijan's international relations.
Scientific novelty of the research. The thesis introduces

scientific innovation by being the first to study the subject of social

and economic growth of the Guba-Khachmaz area of the Republic of

Azerbaijan in the years 1991-2013 as an independent research topic,
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which has not been before explored in history. Simultaneously,
the initial study yielded many scientific breakthroughs on the issue.
These may be enumerated as follows:

1.

2.

Many fresh sources, including archive documents, were
thoroughly investigated and included in scientific circulation;
Between 1991 and 2013, the agricultural and industrial sectors
in the Guba-Khachmaz area had a sequence of decrease,
followed by stagnation, and finally active growth;

A study was conducted on the correlation between the
execution of various reforms (such as privatization, land
reform, and entrepreneurship development) in the area and the
population’s ability to adjust to actual market circumstances, as
well as the emergence of a class of farmers and entrepreneurs;
The significance of private farms was highlighted, and the
distinction between state and private farms established in the
area was noted;

The implementation of socio-economic reforms and State
Programs on socio-economic development of the regions has
resulted in the rapid growth of the Guba-Khachmaz area. The
history of Azerbaijan recognized and contains a particular
historical perspective on the influence of the reforms
implemented by historical leaders Heydar Aliyev and llham
Aliyev on the country's path of sustained growth in this area;
The present condition in the northeastern areas of Azerbaijan
is attributed to Heydar Aliyev's strategy;

In light of the state's objectives, the regional socioeconomic
development strategy's execution in the form of action plans
for each of the region’s constituent regions was evaluated;

A study was carried out to examine the individual socio-
economic progress of the areas within this region. It was
observed that the infrastructure of each of the 5 regions
underwent a complete renewal due to the implementation of
measures outlined in the state programs for the socioeconomic
development of the regions;
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Theoretical and practical importance of the thesis. The
thesis incorporates factual information, scientific advancements, and
generalizations that may be used in the composition of works on the
contemporary history of Azerbaijan, regional history, and specifically
the Guba-Khachmaz area. The thesis materials might serve as teaching
resources for the History of Azerbaijan course at universities. The
study conducted on individual chapters of the thesis has yielded
scientifically significant generalizations that have practical
implications. The suggestions outlined in the thesis may be used in
future development initiatives. Individuals interested in history and
economics may get advantages from engaging in the research work.
This research study, which integrates the developmental attributes of
the districts included within the area, may be used in investigations
on state policy. This research may provide valuable insights into the
progress of other areas in Azerbaijan.

Approbation and application of the research. The research's
primary scientific findings and scientific innovations are represented
in the author's published works. Furthermore, the author has delivered
presentations on several topics related to the thesis work at both
national and international conferences.

Name of the organization in which thesis work is
performed. The thesis research was conducted and deliberated at the
Department of "History and its Pedagogical Approaches™ of Lankaran
State University.

Structure and volume of the thesis. The structure of the thesis
work includes an introduction, three chapters, a summary, and a
bibliography.

Thesis’s title page consists of 372 characters, Table of
Contents — 1,696 characters, Introduction — 27,862 characters, Chapter
| — 49,174 characters, Chapter 1l — 81,376 characters, Chapter 11l —
95,932 characters, Conclusion — 23,595 characters, Bibliography —
32,479 characters, total volume is 166 pages and about 280,007
characters (with tables and bibliography).
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Il. MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION

The "Introduction” section of the thesis discusses the
importance of the topic, examines the level of development, explains
the object and subject, outlines the goals and functions of the research,
specifies the research methods used, justifies the main provisions and
scientific novelty of the study, provides information on the theoretical
and practical significance, validation and application, mentions the
name of the organization where the work is conducted, its structural
units, and states the total volume of the thesis.

The first chapter of the thesis is headed "Socio-economic
conditions in the Guba-Khachmaz Region during the Early
Years of independence restoration.” The (1.1) sub-chapter titled
"Severe impact of the processes in Azerbaijan following the
collapse of the USSR on the socio-economic situation of Guba-
Khachmaz region" examines the disruption of economic relations
that had been in place for over 70 years due to the collapse of the USSR
and analyzes the consequences of these processes on the Guba-
Khachmaz region. The republics inside the Soviet Union were
economically interdependent, functioning as a unified entity.
Therefore, the economy of one cannot grow adequately without the
active involvement of the other. The present challenges of the
transitional period, resulting from the disintegration of the Soviet
political system, have impacted the social and economic conditions in
the Republic of Azerbaijan, particularly in the northeastern regions,
and have persisted for a considerable duration. The region's economy
experienced significant setbacks across all sectors. Agricultural
establishments in the areas, such as apple orchards, vineyards, and
diverse fruit and vegetable fields, were together on the brink of
annihilation. Budget deficits in the regions were caused by
reduced output volume and failure to meet financial targets. This was
one of the elements that had a detrimental impact on the population's
quality of life. In this instance, an examination was conducted to
analyze and consolidate the effects of the events occurring inside the
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country on the Guba-Khachmaz area, leading to the formulation of
findings.”

The 11 (1.2) subchapter of the | chapter titled "National leader
Heydar Aliyev's efforts for the socio-economic and cultural
development of the region™ examines the impact of the reforms on
the Guba-Khachmaz region implemented by the renowned statesman
Heydar Aliyev Alirza, who returned to power due to the will and
insistence of the people, during a challenging and dire situation in the
Republic of Azerbaijan, when the country faced the threat of losing its
independence and was experiencing national and civil conflict. One of
the primary objectives of the head of state was to address the crisis in
the agricultural sector, promote the growth of farms in the regions, and
stimulate economic recovery.'® The swift execution of this program
has resulted in significant transformative changes in the northeastern
areas of the nation. The accomplishments obtained served as the
foundation for the state's development plan and sparked a resurgence
in all areas of the northeastern region. Factors such as the
augmentation of benefits provided to low-income families, the
handicapped, and the elderly, encouragement for entrepreneurship, the
establishment of new farms, and the provision of job opportunities
were evaluated as evident manifestations of state policy.® The head of
state directly oversaw and controlled the country's development in the
market economy and the resulting influence on this area. The
transitzigm to a market economy was summarized and judgments were
made.

7 Norimanli, ©.E. SSRi-nin dagilmasmin Quba-Xa¢maz regionunun igtisadi

Vaziyyatins tasiri // - Baki: AMEA Tarix Institutu, Elmi asarlar, - 2018. -c. 69, - 5.70-

79.

18 Heydor Oliyev vo dovlatin agrar siyasati: /tort.ed. D.Latifov — Baki: Ganclik, -

2003.- s.7.

19 Norimanl;, ©.E. Umummilli lider Heydor Sliyevin Quba-Xagmaz regionunun

sosial-igtisadi inkisafina gostordiyi qayg1 // - Baki: AMEA Tarix Institutu, Elmi

asarlar, - 2018. —c. 73, - 5.146-154.

20 Norimanli, ©. E., Umummilli lider Heydor ®liyevin Azarbaycan Respublikasinin
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The 1l chapter of the thesis is entitled “Measures aimed at the
improvement of socio-economic situation in the region at the end
of the XX century and the beginning of the XXI century”. It
comprehensively analyzes the measures aimed at improving the social
and economic situation in Guba-Khachmaz region from 1993 to 2003,
and explains the purpose and essence of the work done in the
industrial, agricultural, social and cultural fields.?

The subchapter (2.1) of Chapter Il, headed "Implementation
of privatization programs adopted in Azerbaijan in the region and
its results," examined the actions carried out in the region as part of
privatization programs and their outcomes. Under the leadership of
Heydar Aliyev, the primary focus of the strategy was on the growth of
the independent Republic of Azerbaijan, enhancing its position in the
global market, improving the socioeconomic conditions of the people,
and creating a wealth of material resources. At the period, a significant
concern was the transition from current ownership structures to new
ones, which included the implementation of market relations that were
self-regulating and founded on the principles of free competition and
private property. This is evident in the policies and choices made on
the implementation of agricultural reforms and the privatization of
state property in the republic. Privatization in the region led to the
establishment of a market economy that is based on private property
for economic entities and free competition. Additionally, the
restructuring of the national economy was carried out to align with the
demands of the market economy. It is evident from this subchapter
that a substantial quantity of untapped resources in the region were
used and incorporated into the economic system, resulting in a greater
abundance of goods and an improvement in the overall living
standards of the people.??

elmi konfransin materiallar1. — Baki: AMEA Iqtisadiyyat Institutu. — 2017. —s. 187-

191.

2LYeno orada.

22 Norimanh, ©.E. Quba-Xagmaz regionunda Agrar Islahatlar vo 6zsllogdirmanin

hoyata kegirilmasi // “Miiasir diinyada inteqrasiya vo elmin aktual problemlori”
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The subchapter (2.2) of that chapter, titled "Creation and
development of farms in Guba-Khachmaz region,” examines the
establishment of a legal framework for agrarian reforms in the
republic?®, the implementation of these reforms in the region through
the creation of farms, and evaluates their effectiveness and challenges.
In this area, farms, which operate as a legal economy and represent a
kind of new entrepreneurship, have not yet shown their full potential
due to the prevalence of small and many existing farms. In my opinion,
the consolidation of several farms into larger ones has the potential to
stimulate progress, not just within the small and big agricultural
sectors. In the area, there weren't many big farms.

Subchapter 111 (2.3) of Chapter II, titled "Development of
Infrastructure, Industrial Enterprises, Transport, and Culture in
the Districts of the Region," examines the progress of infrastructure,
industry, transport, and culture in each district within the region and
highlights that the region's rapid growth can be attributed to the
attentive and caring approach of the esteemed historical figure, Heydar
Aliyev.?* It is a fact that, following Heydar Aliyev's return to power in
late XX century Azerbaijan, the north-eastern region underwent a new
phase of development as part of an independent republic. This was
made possible by the numerous reforms implemented throughout the
nation, which led to the restoration and expansion of production
facilities, utilizing the potential already present in the Guba-Khachmaz
region. Additional manufacturing facilities were constructed, leading
to a substantial expansion in the variety of goods. Significant progress
has been made in promoting the manufacturing of goods for export,
enhancing the quality of life for the population by fostering local

movzusunda respublika elmi konfransinin materiallari. -Lankaran: Lankaran Dgvlat
Universiteti. — 2017. — 5.84-85.

23 Azorbaycan Respublikasimin Odliyys Nazirliyi-Normativ hiiquqi aktlarin vahid
internet elektron bazasi. Torpaq Islahat1 haqqinda Azorbaycan Respublikasinda
Qanunu, 155-1Q. https://e-ganun.az/framework/4207

24 Hapumannsl, A. E. O6 0c06eHHOCTS IOIUTHKU A3epOaiiykaHCKOro pyKOBOJICTBA
0 pa3BUTHIO PernoHOB cTpaHsl // -Kues: Hanmonansna Axagemis Hayk Ykpainu.
WuctutyT cxomo3naBctBa uM. Prokpumcekoro XXI|I cxomo3HaBum UYWTaHHA
A Kpumcobkorom -2018. 3m.62-63.
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business initiatives, boosting employment rates, and ensuring the rapid
growth of the economy in all districts within the region. The
establishment of a free entrepreneurial environment in the area led to
the growth of individual entrepreneurship, which in turn contributed
to the development of the economic sector and a rise in the private
sector's role in industry. As commercial activity in the industry grew,
the quantity of specific industrial items likewise rose. Progress was
achieved in the establishment of general education institutions as well
as cultural institutions because of the steps implemented for the
region's cultural development.

The third chapter of the thesis, titled *"Socio-economic and
cultural development of the Guba-Khachmaz region from 2004 to
2013, emphasizes the significance of government support in the
region's socio-economic and cultural progress over the specified
period.®

In the first subchapter (3.1) of this chapter, titled ""The impact
of President Ilham Aliyev's decrees on the sustainable
development of the Guba-Khachmaz region,” % it was determined
that the decrees issued by President Ilham Aliyev have facilitated
extensive growth in the Guba-Khachmaz region?’. The head of state
continuously approved State Programs®® and issued decrees to
guarantee the sustainable socioeconomic development of the regions,
guided by the ideals of balanced development of all regions, the

2 Hapumannbl, A. E. Pekpeauus 1 Typu3M B KOHTEKCTE Pa3BUTHS HECHIPHEBOM
SKOHOMHKH A3epbaimkaHa: mo marepuaiaMm [y6a-Xaumaszckoro peruoHa 2004-
2012 rr // - Mockga: -2019, CoBpemenHas HayuHast Mbicib (1),- c.164-169.
% “Azorbaycan Respublikasinda sosial-igtisadi ~ inkisafin  siiratlondirilmasi
tadbirleri” haqqinda Azerbaycan Respublikasi Prezidentinin Formani. https:/e-
ganun.az/framework/1392
27 Norimanli, ©.E. Azorbaycan Respublikasmin Prezidenti 1.H.Dliyevin Quba
rayonunun inkisafina gostordiyi qayg1 / Doktorantlarin va ganc tedqiqat¢ilarin XX
respublika elmi konfransinin materiallar1. -Baki: Azarbaycan Dovlot Neft vo Sonaye
Universiteti. -2016. —s.503-505.
28 «“Azorbaycan Respublikasi regionlarinin sosial-igtisadi inkisafi Dovlot
Programimin(2004-2008-ci illor)” tosdiq edilmasi hagqinda Azorbaycan
Respublikasi Prezidentinin Formani. https://e-ganun.az/framework/4797
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creation of new jobs, raising population standards, and reducing
poverty. President Ilham Aliyev often visits the administrative regions
within the area to familiarize himself with the progress of State
Programs. During these trips, he provides on-site orders to address the
problems of the populace?®. The President's frequent trips to the
provinces not only enhanced the bond between the head of state and
the public but also provided a significant boost to the swift execution
of projects.

The study findings indicate that the State Programs on regional
development, implemented by President Ilham Aliyev between 2004
and 2013, together with the decrees aimed at accelerating socio-
economic growth in the five regions of Guba-Khachmaz, have had
favorable outcomes. Due to the implemented policies, new production
firms have been founded, infrastructure has been expanded, and
growth has been achieved across all sectors of the economy. The
establishment of new manufacturing companies, expansion of
building and renovation projects, establishment of recreational
facilities, and other factors have resulted in the development of many
job opportunities in the area. This has led to an increase in employment
rates and improved circumstances for the local people to secure
employment. Therefore, all of these have provided a stimulus for
enhancing the quality of life for the people.

The thesis's second (3.2) subchapter, "Adoption of state
programs on the socioeconomic growth of the regions and the
impact of these programs on the socioeconomic growth of the
region,” summarizes the President’s attention to detail and the actions
taken in this region within the framework of regional development
programs. 303!

“Azorbaycan Respublikasi regionlarinin 2009-2013-cii illards sosial-iqtisadi inkisafi
Dévlst Programi”nin  tosdiq edilmosi haqqinda Azosrbaycan Respublikasi
Prezidentinin Formani. https://e-ganun.az/framework/16721

30 Ugurlu regional siyasatin noticalori.Quba-Xagmaz iqtisadi rayonu / Azorbaycan
Respublikasi iqtisadi inkisaf nazirliyi / - 2013. - 5.27-31.

81 Norimanli, ©.E. “Regionlarin Inkisafi Programi” gorcivesinds Quba-Xagmaz
regionunun sosial-igtisadi inkisafi // “Miiasir elmin aktual problemlori” respublika
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The 111 (3.3) subsection of the last chapter, titled ""Cultural
development of the region in 2004-2013,"" discusses the efforts %2 and
measures*® made towards cultural production and growth in the region
throughout this period.

The purposeful and sequential implementation of measures and
initiatives by President Ilham Aliyev and President of the Heydar
Aliyev Foundation Mehriban Aliyeva in the growth of culture in the
Guba-Khachmaz region from 2004 to 2013, which are grounded in
practical reality and align with the national interests of the country,
have instilled a strong sense of confidence in the future. The repair and
restoration of cultural centers and important historical structures in the
Guba-Khachmaz area, in line with contemporary standards, serves as
a prominent illustration of governmental strategy. The emergence of
our national music, traditional musical instruments, and mugham art
has provided more opportunities for cultural advancement in the area.
These factors indicate that the cultural development in the area will
continue to grow and remain sustainable.

The "Summary" section of the thesis provides a concise
overview of the themes discussed in each of the three chapters. It also
presents ideas and recommendations based on the research conducted.

After a thorough analysis of the data, it can be said that Head
of State Ilham Aliyev effectively carried out the strategy laid out by
the late Heydar Aliyev, the national leader of the Azerbaijani people
and the state's founder, to ensure sustainable development throughout
the entire republic, not just in the Guba-Khachmaz region. The
expansion of infrastructure and the creation of new jobs in northern
parts of Azerbaijan has resulted in better living circumstances, more

elmi-praktik konfransinin materiallari.- Lankaran: Lankaran Dovlst Universiteti. -
2016.- 5.168-169.

32 Norimanli, ©.E. 2003-2013-cii illordo Quba rayonunda sosial-igtisadi inkisaf // -
Baki: Pedaqoji Universitet Xaborlori, - 2015. Ne 3, - s, 70-72.

3 Norimanh, ©.E. Quba-Xagmaz regionunda “Regionlarm Inkisafi Dévlet
Proqrami1” ¢orgivesinds sosial-igtisadi inkisafin siiratlondirilmasi(2004-2008) // -
Baki: Baki Dovlot Universiteti, Tarix vo onun problemlori, -2018. Ne 3, -5.206-209.
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employment opportunities, and overall enhanced living standards in
this area. The examination of the events occurring in the area between
1991 and 2013, the extensive reforms implemented, and the innovative
approaches used provide a solid basis to assert that the Guba-
Khachmaz region has seen fast development as a consequence of the
implemented measures. Being an affluent area of Azerbaijan, it
continues to progress steadily towards sustainable development.

Several significant findings are achieved throughout the
generalization of the thesis, which are outlined below:

v

To get through the political and economic crises in the
early years of Azerbaijan's independence, crucial choices
had to be made. The many developments occurring
throughout the republic had a significant influence on the
north-eastern area;

Since agriculture predominated in the Guba-Khachmaz
area, it was essential to create unique agricultural laws and
implement them in the Siyazan, Gusar, Khachmaz,
Davachi (Shabran), and Guba regions during the formation
of market relations;

The emergence of novel economic models in the region
averted the decrease in agriculture, leading to a gradual but
consistent growth in this sector throughout time.
Nevertheless, the establishment of extensive agricultural
operations did not occur, and attaining the anticipated
outcome on small-scale farms proved very challenging,
resulting in the failure to fulfill these expectations;

The execution of privatization in the north-eastern areas of
the country, as part of the comprehensive reforms
nationwide, led to the emergence of a class of
entrepreneurs and the development of infrastructure;

The implementation of a number of projects focused on
regional development has significantly contributed to the
dynamic growth of the Guba-Khachmaz area;

Regional development projects are progressively
improving and ongoing, with noticeable outcomes seen in
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the northeastern area. Nevertheless, the area continues to
experience the lingering issue of unemployment. Owing to
this issue, a lot of individuals sometimes relocate to work
in nearby nations;

v The reforms launched by national leader Heydar Aliyev
and successfully maintained by President Ilham Aliyev aim
to enhance the living circumstances and socio-cultural
standards of the populace. In the area, reforms have been
implemented consistently, and significant progress has
been accomplished.

The topics investigated in this thesis may serve as a significant
reference for future individuals who have an interest in this subject,
such as historians, economists, and sociologists. Furthermore,
businesses seeking to develop their company based on the
opportunities offered by the area, as well as organizations concerned
with the socio-economic conditions in the region, may also use the
recommendations put forward in the thesis.
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