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GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WORK

Relevance and degree of completion of the topic: World War 1l is
one of the most catastrophic wars in human history, resulting in enor-
mous human losses. Many aspects and issues of the war have been
studied in both domestic and foreign historiography. However, like all
historical periods, the history of World War II has left many “white
spots.” Interest in these lesser-known aspects grew after the collapse
of the Soviet Union. Among the understudied topics are the issues of
collaborationism, prisoners of war, and the formation of national le-
gions from Soviet POWSs. Following the dissolution of the USSR, sig-
nificant changes occurred in historiography and historical science.
The topic of POWSs had been previously restricted due to ideological
reasons. With the emergence of sovereign states in the Caucasus, a
new approach to their own history—particularly the World War 11 pe-
riod—nhas developed. Since the 1990s, issues of collaborationism and
POWSs have been increasingly explored.

In the early years of World War I, many Soviet citizens were
captured by German forces. The harsh conditions in concentration
camps and the inhumane policies of the Nazis led to massive loss of
life. The Caucasus, due to its complex political situation and strategic
interest to European powers, became a battleground during the war.
Baku's oil played a crucial role in the victory over fascism.

The relevance of this dissertation lies in the need for an objec-
tive study of the complex historical and political aspects of the war.
Research in this period holds a significant place in world history and
modern Caucasian studies. For the first time, the problem of forming
national legions from the peoples of the Caucasus is examined in the
context of regional history. This approach provides an “inside” per-
spective, avoiding evaluative judgments.

New historiographical works and archival materials offer the op-
portunity to study controversial issues from a fresh angle. It is essential
to understand the factors that led individuals to cooperate with the Nazi
regime and how these actions affected the historical memory of the Cau-
casus peoples. This research helps assess the justification for legion ac-
tivity and study the postwar fate of legionnaires and their descendants.

Modern studies rely on previously unused sources, enabling an
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objective exploration of lesser-known aspects of World War 11. In
May 2025, the 80th anniversary of the victory over fascism was com-
memorated. A key element of this commemoration was the recogni-
tion of war victims and a reassessment of the contributions made by
all nations. It also underscores the fight against neo-Nazism and the
defense of historical truth.

The study draws on archival sources revealing little-known
facts. Some documents were found in the Archive of Political Docu-
ments of the Office of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
These include reports on desertion in the Red Army and the condition
of rifle divisions. Other materials include reports, political surveys of
Wehrmacht POWs, files from the Russian State Archive of Socio-Po-
litical History, and documents from the collection “Soviet State Secu-
rity Agencies During the Great Patriotic War”.

A wide range of scholarly works were used. During the Soviet
era, studying these topics was prohibited, and POWSs who collaborated
with the Germans were labeled as “enemies of the people.” These sub-
jects were not addressed in multi-volume historical works.

Contemporary historiography covers various aspects of legion
participation. This research incorporates works from Azerbaijani,
English, Georgian, Russian, and Turkish sources. Since gaining inde-
pendence, Azerbaijani scholars have begun addressing the “white
spots” in history, including the activities of the Azerbaijani Legion.
The issue of collaborationism has been explored in numerous post-
Soviet publications.

The topic of the legions gained scholarly attention in Azerbai-
jani historiography after the Soviet Union's collapse. Some research-
ers have explored collaboration with the Germans during the war. For
example, the joint work by Baku State University professor Irada
Huseynova and Azerbaijani Armed Forces Academy professor Nu-
rulla Aliyev— “Azerbaijan and the Caucasus-Caspian Region During
World War 11 (1939-1945)"*—provides valuable insights into the role
of Caucasian oil, the region’s geostrategic importance, and the for-
mation of the Azerbaijani Legion.

! T'yceitnosa 1. M. Asepb6aiimxan n KaBkascko-Kacnuiickuii pernon B nepuos Bro-
poii MupoBo# BoiHBIL: 1939—-1945 baky: A®noaurpAd, 2019.- 230 c.
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Historian Jamil Hasanli’s book, "Soviet Policy on Expanding
the Southern Borders: Stalin and the Azerbaijani Card in the Fight for
Oil (1939-1945),"2 centers on the influence of Azerbaijani oil on Sta-
lin’s policies. The study shows how Azerbaijan’s oil resources be-
came a strategic asset during wartime. This work is a vital contribution
to both WWII history and Caucasian studies.

Hasanli’s other work, "Azerbaijan in the Military, Political, and
Diplomatic Context of World War 11 (1939-1945)," offers a compre-
hensive view of Azerbaijan’s role during the war and includes objec-
tive analysis of legion formation and activity.

A notable Azerbaijani researcher of political emigration and
Nazi collaboration during the war is diplomat Ramiz Abutalibov. His
co-authored work with Georgian historian Giorgi Mamulia, “The
Land of Fire in the Struggle for Freedom and Independence,”* exam-
ines the political history of Azerbaijani emigration from 1920 to 1945.
The final chapter covers the political aspects of German-Azerbaijani
relations, the “Adloniada” conference, and the formation of the Azer-
baijani National Committee and Communications Headquarters.

Another significant work is Khaladdin Ibrahimli’s "History of
Azerbaijani Emigration,™ which offers a valuable account of the
Azerbaijani Legion's formation and negotiations with German author-
ities. The author argues that blanket condemnation of the legionnaires
is unjustified.

Mais Amrakhov’s study "Armenian Fascism in the Service of Hit-
ler's Fascism (1939-1945)"% examines various forms of fascism and na-
tionalist ideologies, including Armenian fascism, and their alignment

2 CoBeTckas NOJUTHKA 110 PACLIIMPEHHIO FOXKHbIX TpaHull; CTaIuH M azepOaiiKaH-
cKkas kapTa B 60pp0e 3a HedTh (1939—-1945) / [Ixamuns ["acannsr; [mep. ¢ a3epb.
W. H. P3aeBa]. — Mocksa: [Toautnueckas sunukionenus, 2017. - 447 c. - (Uc-
TOPHS CTAIMHU3MA).

3 Hosonli C. Ikinci Diinya Miiharibasi illorinde Azarbaycan horbi, siyasi vo diplo-
matik miinasibatlords (1939-1945), Bak1: “Yazig1” nasriyyati - 2015, 540 soh.

4 Mamynus T.; A6yransi6os P. Ctpana orueil. B 6opse 3a cB06O/y ¥ HE3ABHCH-
MocTb. [lonuruueckas ucropust asepOaiipkaHckoi sMurpanuu. 1920-1945 rr.
baky -“CBC”, -2014.584 c.

5 [brahimli X.C. Azorbayan miihacirati tarixi. Baki; -ADPU —2012. soh. 358

& Omrahov, M. Ermoni fasizmi Hitler fasizminin xidmatinds (1939-1945). Baka:
“Turxan” NPB, 2020-408 soh.



with the Nazis. The work provides a detailed analysis of the Armenian
Legion’s formation and ideological roots in “Tsakhronism.”

Historian Nasiman Yagublu’s "Azerbaijani Legionnaires"’ in-
vestigates the historical background and reasons for forming the Azer-
baijani Legion, focusing on Sovietization, Stalinist repression, Nazi
plans for the Caucasus, and legion formation. His research spans both
wartime and postwar periods.

In "Abdurrahman Fatalibeyli Dudanginsky,"® Yagublu honors
the centenary of a notable legionnaire, providing a comprehensive bi-
ography, including the 1943 Azerbaijani Congress, postwar activities,
and Radio Liberty involvement.

To understand the reasons for Caucasian POW collaboration,
several other works were consulted. Notably, German historian Jorg
Baberowski’s “There Is an Enemy Everywhere: Stalinism in the Cau-
casus”® examines the Great Terror, a factor influencing collaboration.

A key focus of this study is Germany’s plans for the Caucasus,
especially Nazi objectives to seize oil. Soviet Marshal A.A. Grechko’s
"The Battle for the Caucasus” *relies heavily on documentary mate-
rial and examines Germany's strategic goals in the region.

Another important source is B.N. Kovalev’s “Collaborationism
in Russia, 1941-1945: Types and Forms,”*! which explores the ori-
gins and nature of wartime collaboration.

Military historian M.I. Semiryaga’s work ‘“Collaborationism:
Nature, Typology, and Manifestations During World War 11"*2 pro-
vides a foundational analysis of the phenomenon’s roots, forms, and
expressions.
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"Yaqublu N. Azorbaycan legionerlori. Baki: “Cirag”, 2005, 336 soh.

8 Yaqublu, N. Obdiirrshman Fatalibayli-Diidonginski Baki:,”Abseron Nasr”,2009
262 soh.

9 BaGeposckuii 1. Bpar ects Besze. Cranmunnsm Ha Kakase. Mocksa: Poccuiickas
noyutrdeckas sHiukiaoneus (POCCIIOH), 2010, 855 c.

1 T'peuro A. A. Butsa 3a Kakas. — Mocksa: BoenHoe m3jatensctso, 1967,424 ¢

11 Kosanes b. H. Koma6opamuonusm B Poccun B 1941-1945 rr.: THIB M OPMBIL.
— Benukwuit HoBropoa: Hoel'Y umenu Spociaasa Myaporo, 2009, 370 c.

12 Cemupsira M.1. Konna6opauuonusm. IIpupoa, THIOIOTHS U IPOSBICHHUS B TOBI
Bropoit mupoBoii BoitHbl. MockBa.: Poccuiickast moquTudeckasi SHIUKIOTEANS
(POCCIIBH), -2000.- 863 c.



The problem of cooperation between Soviet prisoners of war
and the Germans, as well as the formation of legions, has not been
comprehensively studied in modern historiography within the context
of the Caucasus region.

The first scholarly work that addressed the issue of the “Eastern
Legions” was the study by S.I. Drobiazko and A.V. Karashchuk,
“World War II 1939-1945: Eastern Legions and Cossack Units in the
Wehrmacht.”*? This research provides statistical data on the formed
legions, various interesting facts about their composition and military
activities, and includes illustrations depicting uniforms and insignia of
the different legions.

Another notable study is by O.V. Romanko, “Muslim Legions
in World War I1.” **In his work, the author explores various religious,
political, and ideological factors that influenced the formation and ac-
tions of Muslim legions that served the Third Reich.

The Georgian historian G. Mamulia, in his work “The Georgian
Legion of the Wehrmacht,”*® examines the historical prerequisites for
the formation of the legion and the origins of German-Georgian coop-
eration. The study presents a detailed analysis of the legion’s compo-
sition, the battalions formed, and their military operations.

In the work of Armenian historian E. Abramyan, “Caucasians in
the Abwehr,” *the issue of Armenian collaboration with the Germans
is explored. The study analyzes how Armenian émigré groups estab-
lished cooperation with Nazi Germany.

A significant contribution to the study of the legions is S.
Chuev’s work “The Cursed Soldiers.”!” In the chapter “Caucasian Ea-
gles in the Service of the Reich,” the author examines the activities of
battalions within the national legions.

18 Ilpo6ssko C. U., Kapauyk A. B. Bropas muposas Boitna 1939-1945. Boctounsie
JIETHOHBI 1 Ka3ayby 4acTh B Bepmaxrte. Mocksa: ACT- 48 c.

14 Pomanbko O. B. MycysnbMaHcKHe JIETMOHBI BO BTOpOii MMpOBOM BoifHe. —
Mocksa: ACT; Tpansurkaura, -2004. 312 c.

15 Mamymua T. ['pysunckuii nernon Bepmaxra. — Mocksa: Beue 2011. 416 c.

16 A6pamsn . A. Kaskasusl B A6Bepe. — Mocksa: M3gatens Brictpos, 2006. -352
c. - (Ha cropone Tpetnero petixa).

" Yyep C. Ipoknarsie connarsl. [Ipexarenu Ha ctopone I1I peiixa. Mocksa, 2004.
576 c.



The issue has also become a topic of foreign historiography.

German military historian Joachim Hoffmann, in his work “The
Eastern Legions 1941-1943: Turco-Tatars, Caucasians, and Volga
Finns in the German Army,”*® analyzes the formation process, deploy-
ment areas, and activities of these legions.

Austrian scholar Erich Feigl, in “On the Silk Road: The Land of
Fire—The History of Azerbaijan,”*® presents a comprehensive study
of Azerbaijan’s history and culture, with particular attention to its stra-
tegic importance and the formation of the Azerbaijani Legion.

American historian Alexander Dallin, in his work “German
Rule in Russia, 1941-1945: A Study of Occupation Policies,”?° exam-
ines Nazi Germany’s occupation policies and the use of defectors for
military and political purposes.

British historian Chris Bishop, in “Foreign Volunteers in the
Waffen-SS 1940-1945,”2! investigates the military-political strategies
of Nazi leadership, including the use of Soviet volunteers in combat.
The study explores not only the Eastern Legions but also all foreign
legions formed on the side of Nazi Germany.

Turkish historian Mehmet Perinchek researched the issue of
Nazi-Dashnak collaboration, offering a unique analysis of the ideo-
logical similarities between the Dashnaks and the fascists, and the
anti-Turkish and anti-Azerbaijani orientation of their cooperation.?

An important study highlighting the conditions of POWs in Ger-
man camps and violations of the Geneva Convention is “Captivity:
Soviet Prisoners of War in Germany, 1941-1945”2% by Israeli-Soviet

18 Hoffman J. Die Ostlegionen 1941-1943: Turkotataren, Kaukasier u. Wolgafinnen
im dt. Heer 1976. 197 p.

19 Fayql E. “Ipak yolu iizorinde Odlar yurdu - Azarbaycan tarixi” B.2/ S°009 Milli
Tohliikesizlik Nazirliyinin, AMEA-mn Tarix institutunun vo AzorTAc-in birgs
layihasi sah. 182.

20 Dallin A. German Rule in Russia, 1941-1945: A Study of Occupation Policies.
London: Macmillan and Company; New York: St. Martin's Press. 1957. 682 p.

21 Bumromn K. Wuoctpannsie 1o0poBonbip! B Borickax CC. Mocksa: "Ikemo" 2006, 192 c.
22 peringek M. Tkinci Diinya Savasi’nda Nazi-Tagnak Isbirligi Tesam Akademi Der-
gisi - Turkish Journal of TESAM Academy Ocak - January 2015. 2 (1). 127-156
23 I1lmeep A. U. Ilnen: coser. BoeHHOMIeHHEIE B ['epmannu, 1941-1945.Mocksa:

Mocrtsl KyneTyphl; Mepycamum: I'emapum, 2005, 619 c.
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historian A.l. Shneer. He analyzes the reasons Soviet POWs voluntar-
ily surrendered, the inhumane conditions in Nazi camps, and the suf-
fering they endured.

Historian Christian Streit, in “They Are Not Comrades: The
Wehrmacht and Soviet Prisoners of War 1941-1945.” 2% provides a
deep statistical and analytical study of the Soviet POW problem dur-
ing WWII, including the number of prisoners held by the Germans.

The analysis of historiography shows that the activities of the
Caucasian legions have been generally examined within the broader
context of the “Eastern Legions,” without a separate, comprehensive
study focused specifically on the Caucasus region. This indicates a
gap in both military history and Caucasian studies.

Object and subject of the research: The object of the research
is the Caucasian legions formed during World War Il. The subject of
the research is the activities of the Caucasian legions on the side of
Nazi Germany during World War II.

The purpose and tasks of the research: The main goal of the
research is to study the historical background and reasons for the for-
mation of national legions during World War 11, as well as to analyze
and assess the activities of these legions composed of the peoples of
the Caucasus.

- To achieve this goal, the following tasks were set:

- To examine the historical background and causes for the formation
of the Caucasian legions;

- To analyze the military and political goals pursued by the Germans
in creating national legions and other military units;

- To investigate Nazi policy towards prisoners of war;

- To study the main stages of the formation of national legions;

- To analyze the specific activities of each legion.

Research methods: This dissertation employs historical-analyt-
ical and historical-comparative methods, which allow for a deep ex-
amination of the stages of formation of the Caucasian legions and for
cross-referencing different sources. A critical approach and various

2 Itpaiit K. «OHM HaM HE TOBApUIIK...» BepMaxT ¥ COBETCKHE BOCHHOILIEHHBIE B
1941-1945 rr. — Mocksa Pycckoe uctopuueckoe 001mecTBo; Pycckas maHopama,
20009. 480 c.



methods of analyzing scholarly works—published in Azerbaijani,

English, Russian, Georgian, and Turkish—were used. In addition, pri-

mary sources were consulted, enabling relevant scientific conclusions.

The methodology ensured objectivity in the research, adhering to the

principle of historicism

Main points presented to the defense of the dissertation:

Some representatives of the peoples of the Caucasus found
themselves in German captivity in the first months of World War 11.
While most of prisoners of war perished, some were forced to coop-
erate with the Germans.

- On the eve of the war, political émigré activity in Europe intensified.

- The policy of collectivization and repression became a severe trial
for the peoples of the Caucasus region, resulting in widespread re-
sentment toward the Bolsheviks.

- On the eve of and during the war, the Caucasus remained in the
focus of European powers’ interests and served as a strategic plat-
form for Nazi Germany's eastward expansion.

- Germany’s military failures led to the compelled use of Soviet pris-
oners of war from the Caucasus for military-political purposes.

- The main objective of forming legions was driven by the political
motivations of both sides.

- Representatives of Azerbaijani, Georgian, and North Caucasian
émigré communities sought to save prisoners of war from inhu-
mane captivity and death.

- The Armenian émigré community, through its cooperation with the
Germans and promotion of the creation of legions, introduced fas-
cist and terrorist ideologies and sought a solution to the "Armenian
Issue."

Scientific novelty of the research: This research topic has been
subjected to comprehensive academic analysis for the first time within
the context of contemporary Caucasus studies. Given the broad rele-
vance of the subject, it is possible to formulate several key theses:

- for the first time, a scholarly investigation has been undertaken
into the process of formation and activities of the legions during
the Second World War in the context of the Caucasus region;

- for the first time, the activities of these military units are studied
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under the collective designation "Caucasian Legions";

- for the first time, an analysis has been conducted of the primary
objectives and motivations behind the collaboration of Soviet
prisoners of war from the Caucasus region;

- a comprehensive examination of the formation and operational
history of the Caucasian Legions during the war has been carried
out for the first time;

- for the first time, the issues of the legions’ formation and activ-
ities are considered outside the ideological framework that dom-
inated both Soviet and, to some extent, foreign historiography;

- the historical and political preconditions that underpinned col-
laboration with Nazi Germany are analyzed for the first time;

- the study explores the key political motives behind the activities
of the Azerbaijani Legion, which was formed with the aim of
rescuing Azerbaijanis from harsh German captivity, restoring
national independence, and escaping communist oppression;

- the research highlights the specific features of the formation and
operations of the Georgian and North Caucasian legions;

- for the first time, the political ambitions of Armenian émigré
representatives, their motives for collaboration with the Ger-
mans, and their plans to annex the territory of Karabakh are sub-
ject to academic analysis;

- an analytical study is conducted for the first time on the histori-
cal and political processes that gave rise to neo-fascist ideas in
contemporary Armenia.

Theoretical and practical significance of the research: The
practical significance of the work lies in the study of an important
and timely topic concerning World War 1l and Caucasus studies.
This is the first comprehensive research where the legions are ex-
amined specifically as “Caucasian” rather than “Eastern.” The re-
sults can be used in teaching contemporary history of the Caucasus
and World War 11, in special academic courses, scholarly programs,
and future studies on this subject.

Approbation and application of the research: The main find-

ings of the research have been presented in 7 scholarly articles pub-
lished in academic journals of foreign countries and the Republic,
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recommended by the Supreme Attestation Commission under the
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as in 9 conference
papers presented at scientific conferences held in the Republic and
abroad.

The name of the organization where the dissertation work
was carried out: The dissertation was carried out at the Department
of History of the Peoples of the Caucasus, Baku State University. It
was discussed at a department meeting held on April 11, 2025, with
the participation of invited experts from the Institute of History and
Ethnology of ANAS and was recommended for public defense.

The total volume of the dissertation. The dissertation consists
of an introduction, three chapters, seven sections, a conclusion, a bib-
liography, and appendices. The total number of pages is 179. The total
number of characters in the dissertation (except for the list of used
sources) is 252805 characters. Title page — 361, content — 699, in-
troduction — 23574, first chapter — 47269, second chapter —
124950, third chapter — 46604, conclusion — 9308 characters.

MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION

The “Introduction” outlines the relevance of the topic, formu-
lates the objectives and tasks of the research, presents key proposi-
tions, and substantiates the scientific novelty and practical signifi-
cance of the obtained results.

Chapter One, titled “The Outbreak of World War I1: Histor-
ical Preconditions and Causes for the Formation of the Caucasian
Legions,” explores the historical and political foundations for the for-
mation of Caucasian legions.

The first subchapter, is titled ““The Caucasus Region in the
Plans of Nazi Germany during World War I1.” The 20th century
was a difficult period for the peoples of the Caucasus. One of the most
tragic events of this time was World War 11, in which the peoples of
the Caucasus took an active part. One of the least studied topics re-
mains the formation and activities of the Caucasian legions on the side
of Nazi Germany.

After a brief period of independence in the late 1910s, the
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establishment of Soviet rule in the Caucasus marked the beginning of
repression and hardship. The collectivization policy and the "Great
Terror"? of 1937 dealt a serious blow to the peoples of the Caucasus
and its intelligentsia. In response, a political €émigré community
formed abroad, opposed to Bolshevism and seeking independence,
some of whom later collaborated with Nazi Germany.

With the outbreak of the war in 1941, the Caucasus became the
focus of both warring sides. Strategically important oil-producing re-
gions made the area a battleground. Many Caucasians were taken pris-
oner and faced inhumane conditions. At home, they were considered
"enemies of the people.” These individuals were caught between two
hostile ideologies, neither of which aligned with their aspirations for
independence.

The second subchapter, “Main Goals and Stages of the For-
mation of the Caucasian Legions during World War II,” examines
the stages of formation of these units.

Prisoners of war captured by the Germans were faced with a
choice between life and death. They can be conditionally divided into
three groups:

- The first — those who perished in concentration camps due to hun-
ger and disease.

- The second — those who, hoping for the independence of the Cau-
casus, agreed to cooperate with Germany.

- The third — those who initially cooperated but later joined the anti-
fascist resistance.

After the war, many of them were repressed as “enemies of the
people” and faced isolation in Soviet society.

Germany actively used various nationalities, including Cauca-
sians, to form volunteer units. The political goal was to demonstrate
international support, and the military goal was to replenish man-
power and solve rear-area tasks. Legions were employed for construc-
tion, security, and combat operations.

The formation of the Caucasian legions occurred in three stages:
first, volunteers were recruited from European countries (1940); then

25 Baeposckn M. Bpar ects Besae: Crammnnsm Ha KaBkase Mocksa: Poccuiickast
nosmtruaeckas sunukionenus (POCCIIOH) 2010. 855 c.
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from the Balkans (1941); and finally, from among Soviet POWs, in-
cluding Caucasians. Structures such as “Hiwis,” auxiliary police units,
and others were created to partially compensate for the army’s man-
power shortage.?®

Despite Nazi racial doctrines, the Caucasus was viewed as a Vvi-
tal region. People joined the legions not only for ideological reasons
but also for survival.

Among the Caucasian units were the Turkestan, North Cauca-
sian, Armenian, Georgian, and Azerbaijani legions. However, most of
them did not play a significant role at the front and became a tragic
page in the history of the war.?’

Thus, the formation of the Caucasian legions was driven both
by political calculations and human tragedy, ultimately failing to ful-
fill the hopes of either the German side or the legionnaires themselves.

Chapter Two, titled “The Formation and Activities of the
South Caucasian Legions,” examines the process of forming legions
from the peoples of the South Caucasus and their activities.

The first subchapter, is “The Azerbaijani Legion during
World War I1.” The Azerbaijani Legion was formed during World
War Il when Nazi Germany created legions from Soviet POWs and
representatives of different ethnic groups. The goal was to use these
people in the fight against the USSR and to attract Muslim and Turkic
peoples to the side of the Third Reich.

The Azerbaijani Legion consisted mainly of prisoners from the
Azerbaijani SSR, as well as Tuva and Turkmenistan. It was part of the
so-called Eastern Legions, created from the peoples of the former
USSR. Initially, Azerbaijanis served in the Turkestan regiment, which
was later reorganized into a legion with separate national battalions.

In 1941, the Caucasian-Muslim Legion was created, which also
included Azerbaijanis. The Germans aimed to mobilize Turkic-speak-
ing and Muslim peoples of the Caucasus and Central Asia. Azerbaijani
battalions, such as the 804th, took part in battles on the Eastern Front

% pomanbko O.B. MycynpMaHCKHe TerHOHBI Bo BTOpoii MUpOBOIA BoiiHE. —
Mocksa: ACT- Tpansurtkaura, 2004. 312 c.

27 ipobssko C. U., Kapamyk A. B. Bropas mupoBas soiina 1939-1945. Bocrou-
HBIC JICTHOHBI M Ka3aubK 9acTu B Bepmaxte. Mocksa: 2000, 48 c.
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under the command of Colonel A. Fatalibeyli.?

Meanwhile, active propaganda was conducted to attract Azer-
baijanis. In 1941, the Azerbaijani National Committee was estab-
lished, composed of independence supporters and collaborators with
Germany. The committee hoped for the recognition of Azerbaijani in-
dependence, but Germany used it solely for propaganda purposes, and
its activities ceased in 1943.

Some battalions were deployed to Poland and France, where
they performed combat and guard duties. By the end of the war, the
size of the Azerbaijani Legion had decreased significantly. Despite
hopes for improved status, many legionnaires were repressed and ac-
cused of Nazi collaboration after the war.

Thus, the Azerbaijani Legion became part of the complex and
contradictory history of World War 1.

The second subchapter of Chapter Two is titled “Georgian
Formations of the Wehrmacht.” The Georgian Legion was formed
in 1941 in Berlin and Warsaw with the participation of the Georgian
National Committee. The Germans created separate legions for the
peoples of the Caucasus, applying a national approach.

The legion consisted of four battalions commanded by both
Georgians and Germans. Training took place in Warsaw and its sur-
roundings, with legionnaires wearing German uniforms and using So-
viet weapons. Active recruitment began in 1942, including promises
of liberation for the Caucasus.

Combat operations revealed poor training and a heterogeneous
composition. In 1942-1943, only the 795th and 796th battalions under
the command of Shalva Maglakelidze distinguished themselves.
Other battalions demonstrated low effectiveness.?

The legion did not achieve its main goal—restoring Georgian
independence. Many legionnaires were killed, captured, or reassigned
to other units. After repatriation, some ended up in filtration camps.

2 Yaqublu N. Obdiirrohman Fotolibayli-Diidenginski Baki,Abseron Nasr.2009,
262 s.

2 Mamynua I'. Tpy3unckuii nernon B 60ps0e 3a cBOOOAY ¥ HE3aBHCHMOCTh ['py3un
B roJibl BTopoii MupoBoii BoiHBI. BTOopoe momonHeHHOE U epepaboTaHHOE H3/1a-
uue. Toumucu: 2007. cp. 324
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The legion was diverse not only ethnically but ideologically:
some sought to fight Soviet power, while others were simply trying to
survive captivity. Germany did not guarantee Georgian independence,
and only the 795th battalion, led by Maglakelidze—a staunch advo-
cate for independence—proved to be combat-effective®.

Interrogations of defectors confirm the presence of internal con-
tradictions. Many joined the legion involuntarily through émigré con-
nections, trying to escape the conditions of the concentration camps.

The third subchapter, titled “The Armenian Legion and Its
Activities”, analyzes the features of the formation and operational
functions of the Armenian Legion. The leadership of the Third Reich
decided to form military units from among Soviet prisoners of war,
including Armenians. At that time, the Armenian émigré community
was already cooperating with the Nazis, and the German Eastern Min-
istry decided to establish the Armenian National Committee. The
Dashnaktsutyun Party actively began collaborating with the Third
Reich.3!

Among the Armenian émigrés based in Berlin were notable fig-
ures such as Alexander Khatisov, who had held high-ranking positions
before the Sovietization of Armenia, and Drastamat Kanayan, also
known as General Dro. He played a key role in creating the Armenian
Legion and was one of the leaders of the Dashnaktsutyun Party. After
emigrating to Romania and establishing contact with German author-
ities, he organized the recruitment of Armenian POWSs into the legion.
Kanayan was also known for his harsh attitude toward Azerbaijanis,
which left a lasting stain on his historical reputation.

Nazi Germany used Armenians not only to oppose the Soviet
Union but also to pursue its own geopolitical goals in the region. His-
torian Abramyan notes that the “Armenian question” became a tool in
the implementation of the Third Reich’s expansionist policy. Ger-
many promised the Armenians the territories of Karabakh,

% Cnpagxa VII otnena IMonurynpasnenus 3akaBkasckoro pponta «O rpy3HHCKOM
nerroHe “I'eoprueH JIernoH” U APYTUX HalMOHAIBHBIX (JOPMUPOBAHUIX T€PMaH-
ckoii apmum». [Panee 15 perpans 1943 r.] PTACIIN. @. 17. On. 125. . 165. JI.
14 -35. Konus. MammHONNCH.

31 A6pamsan. D. A. Kaskasusl B A6sepe. - Mocksa «M3aatens Beictposy, 2006. -
352 c.
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Nakhchivan, and Akhalkalaki in exchange for their assistance in the
anti-Soviet struggle, as well as in the campaign against Turkey. The
recruitment of Armenian POWSs into German forces became a key
component in the creation of the Armenian Legion, whose numbers
steadily grew. Initially, the legion consisted of about 1,000 men, and
by 1942, they were actively deployed to the front.

One of the most significant participants in the formation of the
Armenian Legion was Garegin Harutyunyan, better known by his
pseudonym Nzhdeh. In his fight for Armenian independence, he ac-
tively cooperated with the German authorities and helped organize
anti-Soviet activities. Nzhdeh was one of the main individuals who
helped German forces recruit Armenian POWSs, promising the crea-
tion of an independent Armenia in the event of a German victory.

The collaboration between the Armenian émigrés and the Third
Reich also included the creation of intelligence and sabotage groups,
among which was the Armenian reconnaissance team “Dromedar.” In
1942, this unit was attached to Abwehrgruppe-101, where it worked
to recruit POWs for the formation of Armenian battalions and legions.
“Dromedar” also carried out active intelligence operations in German-
occupied territories and worked with the Armenian diaspora, forming
anti-Soviet groups and emphasizing the idea of an independent Arme-
nian state.>?

Special mention should be made of the cooperation with Ger-
man intelligence services. As the situation developed, Armenians be-
gan to take an increasingly active part in the creation of national Ar-
menian battalions, which was part of a larger plan to establish a
“Greater Independent Armenia.” These legions were later deployed to
the front to support German troops against the Soviet army.

A pivotal event in the history of this collaboration was the arrest
of Nzhdeh in 1944 by Soviet military intelligence. His activities with
German intelligence, his recruitment of volunteers for the Armenian

%2 Y3 opuenruposku Broporo ynpasnenus HKI'E CCCP 06 aHTHCOBETCKOM jiesi-

TEIBHOCTU apMSHCKOW HAIIMOHATHCTUYCCKOW IMUTPAIIUH U O CO3IaHHOMN repMaH-
CKOH pa3Benkoil 3oHaepKoManie «Jpomemapy. S utons 1943 r. (1). Opransl roc-
ynapcrenHoi 6e3onacHocti CCCP B Benukoii OtedectBenHoit Boitae: CO. J0K.
T. 4. Ka. 1. Cekpetsl oneparun «lluragenb». 1 saBaps -30 wrons 1943 r. —
Mocksa: Pycs, 2008. (267) ¢. 570.
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legions, and his attempts to organize sabotage groups against the
USSR led to his imprisonment. In his interrogations, Nzhdeh at-
tempted to curry favor with the Soviet authorities and conceal his true
intentions, despite his active cooperation with the Nazi regime.

Chapter three of the dissertation, “The Activities of the
North Caucasian Legion of the Wehrmacht,” analyzes the for-
mation and operations of the North Caucasian Legion.

In the first subchapter, titled “Formation and Activities of the
North Caucasian Legion,” it is noted that Operation Barbarossa led to
contradictions between Nazi racial theories and the realities of the East-
ern Front. In 1941, German commanders began using local populations,
including former Soviet prisoners of war, to replenish their units. Soon,
the so-called "Eastern Troops" (Osttruppen) were formed, including bat-
talions of Kazakhs, Tatars, Chechens, and others. Starting in 1941, na-
tional legions were formed from POWSs and volunteers from the Cauca-
sus and Central Asia, including the Caucasus-Mohammedan Legion,
which later became the Azerbaijani Legion.

Local Chechens and Ingush actively avoided service in the Red
Army, and by the fall of 1942, many had begun cooperating with the
Germans, creating organizations such as the “Caucasian Eagles.”
Within the ranks of the Wehrmacht, the North Caucasian Legion was
formed, as well as a Chechen-Ingush Infantry Regiment. Despite the
Soviet Union’s efforts to suppress collaboration, some legionnaires
later joined partisan movements.®*

The North Caucasian legions, including the 835th, 836th, and
other battalions, were used for security, defense, and combat missions
in Western Europe and along the Atlantic Wall. As the number of
POWs grew, the German command expanded these units. These le-
gions were often relocated—to Poland, Greece, and Italy.

Researching the activities of the North Caucasian Legion pre-
sents challenges due to a lack of archival materials and contradictory
interpretations in both Soviet and post-Soviet historiography. While

33 Taperun Hxne u Tutnep. Crapsie u HoBble fokyMeHTEL C6. / Coct. M. A. Kone-
poB. Mocksa: «Mogect Koxepos», 2023. 130 c.

34 Yyep C. IIpoknarsie connarsl. [Ipexarenu Ha ctopone 111 peiixa. Mocksa, 2004.
576 c.
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the activities of these legionnaires were officially condemned as acts
of treason, modern historiography emphasizes that their decisions
were often shaped by the political context and coercion. Ultimately,
the fate of these legionnaires became intertwined with the fate of the
peoples of the Caucasus, many of whom were subjected to mass de-
portations in 1943-1944 under accusations of collaborationism.

In the second subchapter of Chapter Three, entitled “The For-
mation and Activities of the Special-Purpose Battalion “Berg-
mann””, the formation process and operational activities of the bat-
talion are analyzed. During World War |1, the Abwehr—Germany’s
military intelligence service—played an important role. It was en-
gaged in intelligence gathering and sabotage, particularly against the
USSR after the German invasion in 1941. The Abwehr sought to es-
tablish connections with anti-Soviet forces, émigrés, and nationalist
groups. In 1941, special units were created for propaganda purposes
and to incite anti-Soviet uprisings in the Caucasus and Central Asia,
as well as for working with Soviet prisoners of war.

One such unit was the Bergmann Battalion, established in Oc-
tober 1941. It was composed of Georgians, Caucasians, Azerbaijanis,
and Germans. Its tasks included reconnaissance, sabotage, and propa-
ganda. In 1942, the battalion was deployed to the Caucasus to fight
against partisans and Soviet troops.

Following a series of reorganizations, Bergmann was trans-
formed into a regiment and participated in battles in the Caucasus,
Crimea, the Balkans, and Eastern Europe. Some legionnaires took part
in suppressing the Warsaw Uprising of 1944. In 1945, the regiment
was stationed in Croatia and continued fighting until Germany’s sur-
render. After the war, most of its soldiers were either captured or
handed over to Soviet counterintelligence.®

Like other ethnic groups, the peoples of the Caucasus endured
great hardships during the war. The activities of the Caucasian legions
on the side of Nazi Germany constitute an important and complex sub-
ject, reflecting both the military and cultural-historical dimensions of

35 Pomanbko O. B. CoeiHeHHE CIIEIMAIFHOTO HA3HAYCHUS «beprmann». K ucro-
pHH TE€PMaHCKUX CICICAYK0 Ha Teppuropun Ykpanusl 1 Kpeima B 1941-1944
rogax // Military Kpeim. — 2007. — Ne7. — C. 43-45.
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the era. The reasons behind the formation of the legions are linked to

national, ethnic, and political tensions in the Caucasus, which were

exploited by the Germans to create these units.

Issues related to the war—especially the so-called "blank spots”
in history—must be studied reliably and objectively. The investigation
of such a controversial topic remains highly relevant in modern Cau-
casus studies. The prospects for further research into the activities of
the Caucasian legions on the side of Nazi Germany depend on the
openness of archives, the discovery and publication of sources, and
ongoing fieldwork.

The “Conclusion” presents the main theses derived from the
research:

- The dissertation attempts to free the analysis from the ideological
views of the past.

- The historical reasons for the formation of the legions are rooted in
the difficult conditions of the Caucasian peoples in the pre-war pe-
riod: repression, collectivization, and dissatisfaction with Soviet
policies gave rise to anti-Soviet sentiment, which was exploited by
Nazi Germany.

- The composition and motivation of the legionnaires were diverse.
Some sought the liberation of their nations; others simply aimed to
survive captivity. Only a small portion adhered to fascist ideol-
ogy—most notably among them, Armenians.

- The role of the Caucasian émigré communities, particularly the Ar-
menians, is analyzed within the context of anti-Soviet propaganda
and collaboration with the Nazis. The dissertation exposes attempt
to glorify fascist collaborators in modern Armenia.

- The outcomes of the legions’ activities show that the majority of
participants were victims of historical circumstances. After the
war, they faced repression and exclusion from public life, deepen-
ing the tragedy of their situation.

- The historical and humanitarian lesson of World War 11 lies in the
necessity to prevent conflicts, preserve peace, and uphold human
rights—especially important in the context of current ethno-politi-
cal tensions in the Caucasus.

- The scientific significance of the dissertation lies in its attempt to
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objectively analyze the “blank spots” of history and its appeal for
historical integrity. The research provides a foundation for further
studies on the legions’ activities, contingent upon expanded ar-
chival access.

Future prospects lie in the continued reassessment of controversial
World War 11 topics through the lens of human fate, which is es-
sential from both a historical and philosophical-humanitarian per-
spective.
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