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I. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DISSERTATION

The urgency and development of the subject. The investigation of
the history of different regions of Azerbaijan is one of the most im-
portant tasks of the Motherland history. In particular, the investigation
of the history of Azerbaijan’s “lost lands” is very important in terms of
illumination many dark pages of our history. One of such regions is an
ancient and integral part of Azerbaijan - the Iravan region. History of
this region is one of the less studied areas in Azerbaijan historiography.
Armenians settled in the area of the Iravan Khanate of Azerbaijan with
the help of Tsarist Russia, by pursuing an aggressive policy against the
Azerbaijani Turks with the dream of creating a “Greater Armenia”, by
carrying out the genocide they had managed to create a state in the early
20th century. Taking advantage of this opportunity, the Armenians not
only falsified the history of the Iravan Khanate, began to use false facts
about the existence of their ancestors in this area, and tried to justify
their insidious intentions on a global scale. They destroyed the historical
monuments of Azerbaijani people in this region from time to time, and
“Armenianized” the names of places, rivers and lakes. As this activity of
the Armenians was in line with the policy of Russia, that wanted to col-
onize the South Caucasus, to create a “buffer state” by achieving a
Christian majority here, created fictitious theories, both according to the
concept prevailing in the works of Russian scholars on Caucasian stud-
ies and in Soviet historical science, the Iravan region was shown as part
of the “Greater Armenia” invented by the Armenians. But Azerbaijan
Soviet historiography remained silent about this, those who objectively
studied our history were labelled as nationalists, and in accordance with
the “international” and “brotherhood” principles of socialism this an-
cient territory of Azerbaijan was made “‘concesion” to the Armenians.

However, after Azerbaijan restored her independence in the ear-
ly 1990s, there were great opportunities for objective study of our histo-
ry. In particular, the tasks put by the national leader H.A.Aliyev and his
worthy successor I.H.Aliyev before the historians for the comprehensive
and objective study of the Azerbaijan history quickened the in-depth
study of our history. Resorting again to the historical facts, Azerbaijani
historians have found that owing to Russia’s insidious policy, Armeni-
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ans gained a majority as a result of resettlement from neighboring coun-
tries to the Iravan region, and taking advantage from this began to grasp
the region by carrying out genocide against local Azerbaijani Turks.
During the years of Soviet rule, by pursuing a hypocritical policy, grad-
ually driving out Azerbaijani Turks from their ancestral lands they had
overtly implemented a cleansing policy since 1988. Hundreds of thou-
sands of Azerbaijanis were driven out from their native lands. Not satis-
fied with this, the Armenians, relying on their patrons abroad, made new
land claims against Azerbaijan, and bginning from early 1990s, albeit
temporarily they were able to occupy Garabagh, a charming corner of
Azerbaijan.

However, our people have never reconciled with this occupation,
and over the past years, under the leadership of H.A.Aliyev and his wor-
thy successor I.H.Aliyev, Azerbaijan has become stronger in the eco-
nomic, political, military and ideological spheres, and has been able to
take its place in the international arena. Owing to this, Azerbaijani peo-
ple, under the leadership of our victorious Army, Supreme Commander-
in-Chief, President Ilham Aliyev, crushed the hated enemy in just 44
days and put an end to 30-years occupation. The enemy, which suffered
a crushing defeat in the battlefield, officially acknowledged its defeat by
signing the Russian-Azerbaijan-Armenian Declaration dated November
10, 2020.

This dissertation “The Iravan region of Azerbaijan in the late
17th-mid-19th centuries” is devoted to the investigation of the history of
Iravan region, which is an integral part of Azerbaijan. The investigation
of rich, very complicated history of the Iravan region full of with contra-
dictions is one of the most important and urgent issues. To study and re-
search the history of Iravan region as a separate subject is very important,
in regard with the current military-political situation in Azerbaijan.

The dissertation was devoted to impartial and objective study of
the political and economic history, historical geography, ethnic, numeri-
cal and religious composition of the population and cultural life of the
Iravan region. It should be noted that although works on the political,
economic and cultural life of the Iravan Khanate have recently ap-
peared, the historical period under study has not been the subject of spe-
cial research yet.



Works on the history of the Iravan region can be divided into
several groups. The first group includes information published in the
collection before the October revolution, and works by Russian scholars
on Caucasian studies such as S.B.Bronevsky, P.G.Butkov,
N.F.Dubrovin, V.A.Potto, S.N.Glinka, N.N.Shavrov, V.N.Ivanenko,
M.Vladikin, S.A.Yegiazarov, V.L.Velichko, S.Esadze, Sludjevin,
L.Kovalevsky and others.! These works mainly contain rich facts about

"Bponesckuii C.B. Hoselfime reorpauyeckyie 1 NCTOPUHECKHE N3BeCTUS 0 KaBkase:
[B 2 u.] / C.b. BponeBckuii. -Mocksa: B Tunorpadun C.CenuBanosckaro, 4.1. -1823;
Bytkos ILI. Matepuans! amst HoBoil uctopuu Kaskasa ¢ 1722 no 1803 r.r. [B 3-x
tomax] / I1.IByrkos,-CI16: Mwmneparopckoii Akagemun Hayk,-1.1.-1869.; ByTtkoB
[1.I". Marepuaisl s HoBoi nctopun Kaskasza ¢ 1722 no 1803 r.r. [B 3-x Tomax] /
[1.IBytkoB. CII6: Mwmmneparopckoit Axanemuu Hayk,-1.2.-1869.; JlyOopoBun H.
3akaBka3be oT 1803-1806 roma / H.[lyoposun.- CII0: /lemapramenra ynenos, -1866.;
Hy6posun H. I'eopruit XIII- mocnenawmii naps ['py3un n nprucoequHenue es k Poccnn /
H.dy6posun.- CII6: -1867.; dyoposun H. Tricsiua BoceMbcoT BTOpoit rox B I'py3uu //
Bectank EBpombr.-CI16:-1868. Ne3; yopoeun H. Mcropms BOWHBI M BiaabIdecTBa
pycckux Ha KaBkaze:[B 6-u Tomax] / H.[lyOposun,-CII6: JlenapramenTa yaemnos.-T.1,
kaura 2, -1871.; Iyoposun H. Vctopust BoWHBI U BiapIaecTBa pycckux Ha KaBkasze:
[B 6-u Tomax] / H.dyOpoBun,-CI16: Tumorpadms W.IT.Ckopoxomosa.-T.II, -1886.;
Hyoposun H. Mcropust BOWHBI 1 BIajpluecTBa pycckux Ha KaBkase: [B 6-u Tomax] /
H.dy6posun,-CI16: Tumnorpadus W.IT.Ckopoxonora.-T.I1I, -1886.; Jlyoposun H.
Hcropus BoliHbI M BiaabprdecTBa pycckux Ha KaBkase: [B 6-u Tomax] / H.JlyO6poBuH,-
CII6: Uznanmsa B.A.Bepesosckoro.- 1.V, -1888.; dyoposun H. Wcrtopust BoHBI 1
BiaabrdecTBa pycckux Ha KaBkase: [B 6-u tomax]| / H.Jlyoporun,-CI16: M3nanus
B.A.bepesosckoro.- T.VI, -1888.; [Torto B. KaBka3ckast BoiiHa B OTIEIbHBIX OUYEpKax,
AMU30/aX, JereHaax u Oworpadusax: [B 5-u tomax]| / B.Ilorro,-CII6: Tumorpadus
Tpenke u ®rocHo, - 1.3, -1886.; IlotTo B. YTBEpiKaeHHE PYCCKOTrO BlIaiblYeCTBa HA
Kagkasze: [B 4 Tomax] / B.Ilotro, -Tudmic: Tunorpadus A.1.JIudbepmana.-1.1.-1901.;
[MorTo B. YTBepxKaeHue pycckoro Biaaprdectsa Ha Kaskase: [B 4 Tomax] / B.ITotTo, -
Tudpmuc: Tumorpadus  S.W.JInGepmana.-1.2.-1902.; T'mmaka C.H. Omnucanune
repeceNieHust apMstH a3epOaiimkanckux B penestsl Pocenn / C.H.I'mumka.- baky: Dmm.
-1990.; IlaBpoB H.H. HoBas yrposa pycckomy Jneny B 3akaBKasbe: MPEACTOSINAS
pacnponaxa Myraau nHopoauam / H.H.IIaBpos.- baky: Dmm. -1990.; T'paxnaHckoe
yIIpaBiieHne 3aKkaBKa3beM OT MPUCOEAWHEHH | py3uu 10 HaMECTHHYECTBO Benmkoro
kes131 Muxanmna HukomaeBnaa (Mctopuueckuii ouepk) /CocraBun B.H.MBanenko. -
Tudmuc: Tunorpadus Jlopuc-MenukoBa. -1901.; Bmagsikua M. IlyteBomurens u
cobecenquuk B myTemrectBuu 10 KaBkasy / M.Bmameikun. - Mocksa: -1874..;
Erunazapos C.A. VccnenoBaHue o UCTOPUU yUpeXAEeHUN B 3aKaBKa3be: [B 2-X TOMaX |
/ C.A.Ermazapos. - Kazans:- 1.2. -1891.; Bemuuko B.JI. KaBka3. Pycckoe memno u
MexaymieMenHsle Bonpockl / BJL.Bemiuko. - baky: Omm. -1990.; Hcropuueckas
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the political and economic history of the Iravan Khanate before and af-
ter the occupation, its natural and geographical conditions, administra-
tive and territorial division, ethnic, numerical and religious composition
of the population, resettlement of Armenians to this region and cultural
life.

The second group of historical works involved in the study in-
cludes the works of intellectuals who held responsible positions in the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic - M.Velili (Baharly), R.Ismayilov,
J.Zeynaloglu. ? These are generalized works on the history of Azerbai-
jan. Although these works were published during the Soviet era, they
were written in the national spirit, free of the Soviet ideology, and con-
tain a great deal of information on the political and economic history,
population, trade, taxes and duties of separate Azerbaijani Khanates,
including the Iravan Khanate.

The third group of works included in the dissertation consists
of various research works on Soviet historiography. Overviewering
these works, it appears that history of the Iravan region has been com-
pletely falsified without basing on any source. In the works of Soviet
historians  L.P.Petrushevsky, = A.Sh.Milman, O.P.Markova and
H.Ibrahimbeyli?, the political, socio-economic situation of the Iravan

3anmcka o0 ynpasneHuu Kaekazom: [B 2-x Tomax] / Coc. C.3camze. — T1.1. -Tudmmc:
Tunorpapus ['yrrenbepr. -1907.; Cryxesblii. Ouepku mnokopenust Kaskaza /
Cayxesprir. - CII6.: -1901.; Komanesckmii II1.M. KaBkaz [B 2 Tomax] /
T1.1M.KoBonenckuii. - CII6: - 2.-1915.; KosameBckuii I1.M. 3aBoeBanme Kaskaza
Poccueit (ncropmaeckuii ouepk) / [1.11.KoBorerckwuii.- CI16: -1913.

2Valili M. Azarbaycan, cografi-tobii, etnografik va iqtisadi miilahizat / M. Valili. -
Bak1: Azornosr. -1993.; Zeynaloglu C. Miixtosar Azorbaycan tarixi / C.Zeynaloglu. -
Bak1: Oguz eli. -1992.; Ismayilov R. Azarbaycan tarixi / R.Ismayilov.- Bak1: Azornasr.
-1993.
3 Merpymenckuii LI K Borpocy 06 ummynurete B Asepbaiimpkane B XVII-XVIII Bb.
//" Mocksa-Jlenunrpan: HWcropuueckmii cOopHuk, -1935, Ne 4.- c. 35-72;
Herpymesckuii U.IT. Tlepcunckue opunmanbhbie fokymeHTsl X VI- Hau, XIX BB. Kak
MCTOYHHUK I MCTOpUM (peosiayibHBIX OTHOLIEHWH B A3sepOaiimkaHe n ApmeHu //
Mockea: [Ipobmembr wucrounukoBemeHusi, 1940, Ne3; TIlerpymerckuit I.II.
Aszepbaiimkanckie xancTBo Bo Bropoii nomouae XVIII B. HAWMU HAHA, donn 1,
omuck 1, memo Ne779; Ilerpymesckuii W.II. Ouepku mo wcTopum (eomaTsHBIX
oTHomeHUsT B AsepOaiimkane u Apmenmn XVI- Hagane XIX BB. /
W.ILITerpymesckuil. - Jleaunarpan: JII'Y.- 1949.; Tlerpymesckuii M.I1. Parmkbaps! n
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Khanate, forms and methods of the Russian colonial ruling mechanism
were touched upon.

In the research the subject works by Armenian authors were also
used. Among such historians are the works of V.R.Grigorian,
A.R.Joannesian, Parsamian, V.Rshtuni, B.M.Arutunian, S.P.Agayan
and T.Kh.Akopian*. However, Armenian historians have unequivocally
described the political and socio-economic history of the Iravan region
as part of the history of Armenia, and presented the Iravan Khanate as
the country of Ararat without any historical source, Armenianizing the
names of places, rivers and lakes, they stated that Armenians outnum-
bered there, and the city of Iravan was supposedly the center of the Ar-
menian liberation movement. They exaggerated activities of the Uchmi-
azzin Church and some Armenian representatives, and presented the
power of rulers of Iravan as the Persian government.

The falsification of the history of the Iravan Khanate did not by
pass the generalizing work. “A Brief History of the USSR and “The
history of the Armenian people” > deal with the history of the Uchmiaz-
zin Church rather than the history of the Iravan Khanate, the espionage

KpernoCTHH4ECTBO B AzepOaiimkaHe Bo Bropoil nonosune XVIII- nepsoii monosuHe
XIX Bexa. HAMUIM HAHA. ®.Nel, ommce Nel, n Ne540; Mapkosa O.I1. Poccus,
3akaBka3be U MexayHapoauble orHoureHust B XVIII Bexe / O.I1.Mapkosa. - Mocksa:
Hayxka. -1966; Noparumbeiimn X. Poccust n Azep6aiimpkan B nepoit Tpern XIX Beka
(u3 BoeHHO-TIOUTHYECKO# uctopun) / X. Moparmmoeiinm.- Mocksa: Hayka.-1969.

4 Qrigoryan V.R. Irovan xanh@ XVIII osrin sonunda (1780-1800-ci illor) (ermoni
dilindon terciime edon Serlan Hosenov) / AMEA TIEA: £127, inv.1, is 1, 118 s;
Noannucsa A.P. Mocud Emun / A.P.Noannucsa.- EpeBan: Epusanckoro rocya-ro YHu-
Ta.-1945; Noannucsa A.P. Poccust m apMsiHCKOe OCBOOOJMTENBHOE ABIKeHHE B 80-X
romax XVIII cronerns / A.P.MoannmcsH. -EpeBan: EpmBanckoro rocya-ro YHu-Ta. -
1947; Tlapcamsin B.A. Hcropust apmsiHckoro Hapoxa. 1801-1900 r.r. [B 2 Tomax] /
B.AIlapcamsiz.- EpeBan: A#acran.- T.1.- 1972; Purrynn B. Kpectbstackas pedopma B
Apmennn B 1870 1. / B.Purtynn. -EpeBan: Axanemnn Hayk Apwmsiackoi CCP. -1947;
ApyTionsiH .M. KpynHoe MoHacTeipckoe xo3siicTBo B Apmennu B X VII- XVIII BB. /
B.M. Apyrionsin. -Epesan: APM®AH. -1940; Arasin LL.I1. KpectsiHckast pedopma B
Asep6aiimkane B 1870 rony / L.IT. Arasn.- baky: AH Azep6. CCP. -1956; Axorsia T.X.
Ouepk uctopun Epesana / T.X.AxomsiH. - EpeBan: EpeBanckoro Yausep-ta. -1977.

5> Ouepku ucropun CCCP, XVIII B. Bropas nonosuna / Ilox. pexn. B.JI.I'pekos. -
Mocksa: AH CCCP. -1956; Uctopust apMsIHCKOTO HapoJia, ¢ IPEBHEHUIIHX BPEMEH JI0
Hamux nHel / [Toa. pen. ML.I'. Hepcucsina. - Epesan: EpeBanckoro YHuuBep-ta. -1980.
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and cultural activities of separate Armenian figures, activities of the
Azerbaijani Turks, who made up the majority of the population, were
overshadowed. The activities of some Armenian figures spying for the
Russian state were exaggerated.

Some issues related to our subject can be found in the works of
Georgian Soviet historians and textbooks. Among such historians are
G .Kikodze, G.G.Paychadze and textbooks “The history of Georgia”
published in 1946 and 1962.

The works of Azerbaijani historians H.V.Abdullayev,
A.Sumbatzadeh, F.Aliyev, H.Delili, S.Mammadov, G.Mammadova and
J.Mustafayev’ were also used during the research.

The fourth group of works on the subject includes researches
written after the restoration of state independence of the Republic of

® Kukomse I'. Mpaxmuii Bropoit / I'.Kukonse. -Towmicu: 3aps Boctok. -1945;
IMatiwamze I'.I'. TeoprueBckuit Tpaktat / I'.I.Ilaiiuamze. -Towmmcu: Mennuepeba. -
1983; Uctopus I'py3un ¢ apeBHeimmx BpemeH 1o Hadana XIX Beka. YueOnuk / Ilox
pen. C. xanamms. -Tommcn: ['ocymapcrerHoro 13-Bo I'pysurckoit CCP. - 1946;
Ucropus ['py3uu ¢ npeBneiimmx BpemeH a0 60-x rogoB XIX Beka. Yuebuuk / ITox
pen. H.A.beprzenumBum. -TOwmcn: Y4eOHO-nieaarornueckoit iurepatypol. -1962.
" A6nymnaes I'.B. U3 uctopuu ceBepo-BocTouHoro Asepbaiimkana B 60-80-x rr. XVIII
B. / I.b.AGnymnaes. - baky: U3za-Bo Akan. Hayk Aszep6. CCP. -1958; AGxnysnaes I'.b.
AsepOaiipkan B XVIII Beke M BO B3auMOOTHOIIEHWsX ero ¢ Poccueit /
I''B.AGnymnaes. -baxy: 13n-Bo Axan. Haykx Azepb. CCP. -1965; Cymbat3ame A.C.
Aszepbaiipkanipl- 3THoreHe3 u Qgopmuposanume Hapoma / A.C.Cymbatzazme. -Baky:
OmM. -1990; Amme ©.M. AHTHHpaHCKHE BHICTYIUICHHS U OOpb0a POTHB TypeLKOn
oKkymarmu B AsepOatimkane B mepBoii monoBrHe XVIII Beka / @.M.Anmes. -baky:
Omm. -1975; Dalili H. Azarbaycanin conub xanhqlari (XVIII asrin ikinci yarisinda) /
H.Dalili. -Baki: Elm. -1979; Dalili H.O. Fotoli xan Ofsarin Azorbaycan dovleti
yaratmagq togobbiisii (XVIII asrin 50-60-c1 illori) // Azorb. SSR Elmlor Akademiyasinin
Xobarlori. Tarix, folsofs vo hiiquq seriyast. -1975, Ne.1, -5.40-48; Mawmemnos C.A.
Hcropuyeckue cBs3u a3epOailpkaHCKOTO M apMSHCKOTO HapoJIOB BO BTOPOH MOJIOBHHE
XVII- nepeoii petu XVIII B. / C.A. Mamenos. -baky: Omnm. -1977; Mamenos C.A.
Asep0aiipkan o uctounnkam XV- nepBoii nonosunsl X VIII BB. / C.A.Mawmenos. -
Baky: Omm. -1993; Mamenosa I'.O. Pycckue koHCynbsl 00 AzepbOaiimxane (20-60 rr.
XVIII B.) / I.O.MamenoBa. -baky: Omm. -1889; Mamenosa I'.O. [Toxone B.3y6oBa B
Aszepbaiimkan B 1796 1. / I'.O.Mamenosa. -baky: Omm. -2003; Myctadaes .M. Ce-
BepHBle xaHCTBa AsepOaiipkaH um Poccms (komenm XVIl-mawamo XIX BB.) /
J.MMycradaes. -baxy: Imm. -1989.
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Azerbaijan in the early 1990s. These works contain considerable mate-
rials on the political, economic and cultural life of the Iravan Khanate.

The article co-authored by our historians M.Ismayilov and
F.Aliyev during the independence and the monograph co-authored by
F.Aliyev and U.Hassanov® is samples for the works written about the
history of the Iravan Khanate later. The article and monograph cover
such issues as the political, socio-economic situation, administrative-
territorial division, forms of land ownership, taxes and duties of the
Iravan Khanate.

The works® of V.Umudlu, M.Suleymanov and N.Mustafayeva
were also used in the research of the subject.

The research work published by A.A.Bakikhanov Institute of
History of ANAS in 2009 illuminates in details the political-economic,
cultural history, population, ethnic and religious composition of the
Iravan Khanate, and the resettlement of Armenians from neighboring
countries to Iravan Khanate.

The works of T.T.Mustafazadeh'® were also widely used in the
research. In these works one can trace the political relations of the Ot-
toman state with the Azerbaijani Khanates, especially the Iravan Khan-
ate, the political and economic history of the Iravan Khanate, its politi-
cal relations with other Azerbaijani Khanates, the Gajar state, Russia
and Ottoman states, the first and second Iravan marches as well.

8 fsmayilov M, Bliyev F. Irovan xanlhig1 // Azorbaycan. -1991, 10 aprel. — s.2-3; 11
aprel.- s.4; Oliyev F. irovan xanhg1 / F.Oliyev, U.Hosonov. -Bak1: Azarnasr. -1997.

® Umudlu V. Simali Azerbaycanm c¢ar Rusiyasi torofinden isgali vo miistomlokagilik
sleyhino miibarizo (1801-1828) / V.Umudlu. -Baki: Elm. - 2004; Siileymanov M.
frovan xanligmim Rusiyaya birlosdirilmosi tarixindon / M.siileymanov.- Baki: Horbi
nagriyyat. -1997; Mustafayeva N. Conubi Azarbaycan xanliglart / N.Mustafayeva. -
Baki: Azarnosr. - 1995.

""Mustafazade T. XVIII yiizillik- XIX yiizilliyin ovvallorinds Osmanh- Azarbaycan
miinasibotlori / T.Mustafazado. -Baki: Elm. -2002; Mustafazade T. Umumi tarix: [4
cilddo] / T.Mustafazads. -Baki: Elm, -c.3. -1997; Mustafazado T. Azorbaycan
xanliglarmin qusa tarixi. Darslik. / T. Mustafazads. - Baki: Victori. 2011; Musrafazads
T. Azorbaycan-Rusiya miinasibatlori (XVIII asrin ikinci yarisi-XIX osrin avvallorindo)
/ T.Mustafazadao. - Baki: Sorq-Qarb. -2013.

" G.Nacafli. XVIII asrdo Azorbaycan orazisinde ermoni dévloti yaradilms: cohdlori /
G.Nocofli. - Baki: Nurlan. -2007.
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Political relations of the Azerbaijani Khanates and the Ottoman
state were also dealt with in G.Najafli’s work!!. The book, written on
the basis of Ottoman sources, reveals interesting facts about the political
situation of the Iravan Khanate, the Khanate’s relations with Kartli-
Kakheti, Ottoman Turkey, Russia and Gajar states. Another work by her
touches on the attempts of Armenians to establish a state on Azerbaijani
lands. The author basing on rich archival materials objectively illumi-
nates this attempt of the Armenians.

Lately, attention has been paid to the issue of historical geogra-
phy in Azerbaijani historiography. While talking about the historical
geography of Azerbaijan in general, in the worksof V.Piriyev,
T.Ismayil'2, the Iravan region was also briefly touched upon.

The works of Z.Hajiyeva'® were also used in the research of the
dissertation. The book comments on works written about the Iravan
Khanate, analyzes works written in Azerbaijani, Armenian, Russian,
Georgian and Iranian historiography. The abridged translation of the
American historian of Armenian descent George Bournoutian’s work
was given in her other work, and his book was criticized.

Articles by N.R.Gozalova'* were also used for our subject. The
issues devoted to the political history, ethnic and numerical composition
of the population of the Iravan Khanate taking place in these articles are
especially important for our dissertation.

! Piriyev V. Azorbaycanin tarixi cografiyasi / V.Priyev. -Baki: Araz. -2002; cmaiibin
T. Ucropuueckas reorpadust Azepbaiimkana B X VII-XVIII BB. / T.Mcmaiibur. — Baky:
Kura 6anamu. -2006.

2Piriyev V. Azorbaycanin tarixi cografiyasi / V.Priyev. -Bak1: Araz. -2002; Ucmaiibun
T. Uctopuaeckas reorpadus Azepoarmkana B X VII-XVIII BB. / T.Mcmaiibin. — baky:
Kura 6anamu. -2006.

13 Haciyeva Z. Irovan xanligmin tarixsiinasligi / Z.Hactyeva. - Baki: Casioglu. -2012;
Haciyeva Z. Tokrarlanan tarix-tokrarlanan sorhlor “Irovan xanligi Qacarlarin
hokmranligi dovriinds. 1795-1828” / Z.Hactyeva. - Baki: Sorq-Qarb. -2011.

14 Teszanmopa H. Hccnenoanue Bonpoca 00 H3MEHEHHMH 3THOIEMOTPapUYECKOrO
o6muka MpeBaHCKOro XaHCcTBa (Ha OCHOBE JIAHHBIX AHTJIOSN3BIYHON HCTOpHOrpadum) //
Baxy: M3sectnst H.A.H. cepust ucropus, punocodust n npasa, -2007. Ne§, -¢.118-127;
lesasioBa H. O mocnegHem HpeBaHckoM xaHeXycelH ['ynu xaHe [amxape //
Baky: U3Bectust HAH, cepus uctopusi, dpusiocodus u mpasa, -2009. Ne7, - ¢. 61-72;
I'ezamoBa H. Bompocsr ucroprm Aszep6aiimkana XVIII B. / H.I'ezamoBa. - Mockga:
Wpuc I'pynm. -2010.
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The works of N.Amirbeyova and F.Agamali'® were also used in
the research. In these works, issues related to the Azerbaijani khanates
can be applied to the Iravan Khanate as well.

Volumes III and IV !¢ of the recently published 7-volume history
of Azerbaijan were also used in the study of the subject. In these gener-
alized works, along with the individual khanates of Azerbaijan, issues
reflecting the political, socio-economic and cultural life of the Iravan
region were also touched upon.

The object and subject of the research. The object of research
is the historical basis of the Iravan region in the late 17th and mid-19th
centuries. From this viewpoint, the historical geography of the Iravan
region, various spheres of economic life - agriculture, land ownership,
taxes and duties, crafts and trade, domestic and foreign policy of the
Iravan rulers, plans of various states to tear Iravan from Azerbaijan,
Tsarist Russia’s plans to occupy Azerbaijan, including the Iravan re-
gion, administrative-territorial reforms to tear the region from Azerbai-
jan after the occupation, and such issues as the resettlement of Armeni-
ans were selected as the subject of research.

Goals and objectives of the research. The main purpose in
writing the dissertation is to investigate the political, economic and cul-
tural history, historical geography and the size, ethnic and social compo-
sition of the population of the Iravan region of Azerbaijan in the late
17th-mid 19th centuries. Taking into consideration the urgency of the
problem under study, we have tried to solve the following tasks:

- To determine the level of issues and provide their analysis;

- First of all, on the basis of archival materials and written
sources to prove the groundlessness of the claims of Armenian authors
and some foreign historians, who described the Iravan region as Arme-
nian territory;

1> AmupGekosa H. Bompocsl BoenHol uctopuu AsepGaiipkana B TEPHOJ XAHCTB /
H.Amnp6exosa. - baky: Dnm. -2004; Agamali F. XVIII asrin ikinci yarisi- XIX asrin
ovvallerinds Quzey Azorbaycan xanliglarmin sosial-iqtisadi vaziyyasti / F.Agamali. -
Baki: Azarbaycan Ensiklopediyasi. -1999.

16 Azorbaycan tarixi. Yeddi cildds. Cild 3 (XII-XVII ostlor) / mes. red. Ogtay
Ofondiyev. - Baki: Elm, -1999; Azorbaycan tarixi: Yeddi cildds. Cild 4 (XIX asr) /
mos. red. M.O.Ismayilov. - Baki: Elm, - 2000.
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- To determine the political position of the Iravan region in the
history of Azerbaijan,;

- To illuminate the political, economic and cultural history of the
Iravan region within the mentioned period,

- To clarify various factors affecting the political boundaries of
the Iravan region and the composition of the population;

- To study the political borders, administrative-territorial divi-
sion, management system of the Iravan region;

- On the basis of archival documents to prove that in the men-
tioned period the population of the Iravan region was ethnically Azer-
baijani Turks;

- To study the size and employment issues of urban population
of the Iravan region;

- To specify the number of rural settlements and population size
of the Iravan region;

- To study the social structure of the population of the Iravan re-
gion and to show the number of separate strata;

- To prove that the culture of the Iravan region is an integral part
of Azerbaijani culture.

Methods of research. Taking into account the urgency of the
dissertation, when investigating issues related to the solution of the main
problem of the research the historicity, reference to objective historical
materials, logical substantiation, critical approach were selected. Criti-
cally approaching to the sources in the dissertation, mutual analysis of
events and generalizations were used, which allows to reveal the histori-
cal truth. Efforts have been made to study and generalize archival mate-
rials that can provide scientific facts about historical events related to
the research subject. Moreover, we tried to identify objective and sub-
jective opinions in the works we made references, and we tried to re-
store the truth based on the sources.

The main provisions of the defense.

1. As a result of the political situation and the reforms imple-
mented by central government in the late 17th and mid-19th centuries,
the territory and administrative-territorial division of the Iravan region
underwent changes. During these changes, its territory was sometimes
expanded and sometimes reduced. In terms of administrative-territorial
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division the Iravan region was mainly divided into mahals (districts) and
mahals into villages. After the Russian occupation, the Iravan region
functioned as a province, uyezd and gubernia.

2. With the exception the periods of the Ottoman and Russian
occupation, the administrative system of the Iravan region was based on
the administrative system of the Safavi state. This system continued dur-
ing the independent khanates as well. The only difference was that the
rulers of the Iravan Khanate pursued an independent policy.

3. Historically, Azerbaijani Turks made up the vast majority of
the population in the Iravan region. Azerbaijani Turks played a key role
in both government and economic life in the region. Armenians, who
made up a small share of the region’s population, gained majority only
as a result of resettlement from the Ottoman and Gajar states with the
help of Russia after the Turkmenchay Treaty.

4. The population of the Iravan region was divided into three
main groups according to their social composition: the privileged upper
class, clergy and taxpayers. The first class included khans, pashas, beys,
sultans, aghas, landowners and meliks, the second class included Mus-
lim and Christian clerics, and the taxpayers included peasants, artisans,
and others.

5. At the end of the 17th - mid of the 19th centuries, agriculture,
handicrafts and trade played a key role in the economy of the Iravan re-
gion. Although the ongoing political processes in the region had a nega-
tive impact on the economy, their location on favorable trade routes,
fertile lands, abundant rivers and large pastures have led to the re-
development of the economy.

6. The culture of the Iravan region was an integral part of the
Azerbaijani culture. Various fields of culture - education, literature, mu-
sic, dance, ashug art and architecture - had developed here. Azerbaijani
Turks played an indispensable role in all spheres of regional culture and
left a trace in the history.

7. The political and economic crisis in the Safavi Empire in the
late 17th and early 18th centuries, the intervention of Russia and the Ot-
toman Empire in Azerbaijan in the following years, as the logical result
of political processes during the reign of Nadir Shah Afshar (1736-
1747)) Iravan entered the stage of history as an independent khanate
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(1747 -1828). The Iravan Khanate pursued an independent foreign poli-
cy and maintained economic and political relations with neighboring
Azerbaijani khanates, the Kartli-Kakheti kingdom, Ottoman Turkey,
Russia and the Gajar state.

8. The events that took place in Iravan in the early 19th century,
the intervention of Russia and the Gajar states, the dependence of the
Khanate on the Gajar state, the change of government in Iravan, shook
its independence. The Iravan Khanate became the dependant of the
Gajar state.

9. Hussein Qulu khan’s coming to power (1806-1827) created
stability in the Iravan Khanate, and Iravan restored its independence
during his rule. Despite coming to power before the Russian occupation,
as a result of intense political processes in the region, Husseingulu khan
not only restored its independence with his managerial skills, but also
turned Iravan into an economically and militarily strong khanate.

10. Relations with the Russian Empire were one of the priorities
in the foreign policy of the Iravan Khanate. Russia, which had been
conducting reconnaissance for many years, occupied Azerbaijan, in-
cluding the Iravan Khanate- an integral part of it, in two stages (1804-
1813, 1826-1828) in the first quarter of the 19th century. Unfortunately,
the struggle of the Iravan people headed by Hussein Qulu khan did not
prevent the occupation of the Khanate.

11. After the occupation of the Iravan Khanate, the Russian au-
thorities decided to create a buffer zone by pursuing a policy of reset-
tlement of Armenians and oppression of Azerbaijani Turks in order to
separate the region from Azerbaijan. This colonial policy played a nega-
tive role in the overall picture of the region, laid the foundation for the
future separation of Iravan territory from Azerbaijan.

Scientific novelty of the research. The dissertation is the first
research work in a comprehensive study of the political, economic and
cultural history of the Iravan region and the size and ethnic composition
of the population in the late 17th and mid 19th centuries. This research
work first of all, is an appropriate response to the claim about the be-
longing of the Iravan region to the Armenians at the time we are dealing
with. The scientific novelty of the research is determined from several
aspects:
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- For the first time in historiography, the unwritten political, so-
cio-economic and cultural life of the Iravan region covering the late
17th and mid-19th centuries was studied;

- Great deal of archival materials and scientific literature was
used in the study of the problem and many materials were included into
the scientific circulation;

- Based on archival documents and sources, it was proved the be-
longing of the Iravan region to Azerbaijan within the mentioned period;

- For the first time, the issues of changing the political borders of
the Iravan region, which had been part of the Safavi, Ottoman, Gajar
and Russian states, and during the independent khanate were traced, on
the basis of sources its borders were determined, administrative-
territorial division and management system were studied in detail;

- The separate social structure of the population of the Iravan re-
gion and the main role of the ruling classes were determined;

- For the first time, on the basis of sources an attempt was made
to shed light on the relations between the Ottoman Empire and the Ot-
toman Pashalig s and the Iravan Khanate;

- For the first time, the march of Ottoman troops to Iravan in the
early 20s of the 18th century and its occupation were shown differently;

- For the first time, a complete list of the rulers of the Iravan
Khanate was given and the events taken place during their time were
covered in detail;

- For the first time, the place and role of the Iravan Khanate in
defining the border line envisaged in the Gulustan Treaty were high-
lighted,;

- The number of mahals and villages included in the Iravan re-
gion was specified;

- On the basis of archival documents and sources the size and
ethnic composition of the region population were studied;

- For the first time, the personality and activities of the last
Iravan sardar (vicegerent) Hussein Qulu khan and his brother Hassan
khan were covered in detail and comprehensively;

- The purpose of the policy pursued by the tsarist executive bod-
ies to separate the Iravan region from Azerbaijan after the Russian oc-
cupation was highlighted;
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- Russia’s colonial policy and peasant movements in the Iravan
region after the occupation were covered in detail;

- On the basis of the sources, the reasons of the tsarism’s un-
friendly attitude towards the Azerbaijani Turks were indicated; the
changes in the ethno-demographic situation of the region were traced.

Theoretical and practical significance of the research

The research is important in the formation of the spirit of patriot-
ism, national thinking and national self-awareness. The materials col-
lected in the dissertation and the obtained scientific results can be used
in writing monographs and generalized works on the history of Azerbai-
jan. On the other hand, the dissertation can help in the study of historical
issues of different regions, as well as in the teaching of the history of
Azerbaijan, in the preparation of textbooks and lectures in higher and
secondary schools.

Approbation and application. The dissertation was discussed
twice in the department of “New history and history of genocides
against the Azerbaijani people” of A.A.Bakikhanov Institute of History,
National Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan, and was recommended
for defense. The main content of the work is reflected in 28 articles pub-
lished by the author in different years on the terms recommended by the
Supreme Attestation Commission of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Sepa-
rate sections of the subject - 22 articles were published in local and 3
articles in foreign scientific journals, and 3 articles in the materials of
scientific conferences.

The name of the organization in which the dissertation work
was carried out. The dissertation work was carried out in the depart-
ment of “New history and history of genocides against the Azerbaijani
people” at A.A.Bakikhanov Institute of History, ANAS.

The total volume of the dissertation. The total volume of the
dissertation (except the list of references) is 524.834 signs. The intro-
duction consists of 32.417, the first chapter-48.983, the second chapter-
29.230, the third chapter-72.037, the fourth chapter-119.726, the fifth
chapter-171.830, the sixth chapter-31.787, the result-18.824 signs.
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II. THE MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION

In the “Introduction” of the dissertation the urgency of the re-
search subject, its goals and objectives, the main provisions, scien-
tific novelty, theoretical and methodological bases, practical signifi-
cance is defined, and information about the approbation and structure
of the dissertation is given

Chapter 1, entitled “The territory, borders, administrative-
territorial division and management system of the Iravan region
(late 17th - mid-19th centuries)” consists of three sections.This
chapter illuminates the territory, borders, administrative-territorial
division and management system of Iravan region from the end of
17th century to the mid 19th century. The first semi-chapter entitled
“The territory and borders of the Iravan region” clarifies the is-
sues of the territory and borders of the Iravan region during the peri-
od under study. According to the information provided by sources,
the Iravan region of Azerbaijan covered the Aghridag plain, the Goy-
cha lake basin, and some areas extending south and southwest from
the Araz River. However, as in other regions of Azerbaijan, the terri-
tory of Iravan was expanded or reduced during the period under
study due to the political situation, also as a result of administrative-
territorial reforms carried out by the shahs and sultans'’. The territo-
rial loss of the Iravan region took place during the Ottoman-Safavi
wars. After the Treaty of Qasri-Shirin, signed between the two states
on May 17, 1639, the fortress of Mugazberd in the Iravan region and
its environs remained under Ottoman rule'®. As a result of adminis-
trative-territorial reforms carried out in different years in the first half
of the 18th century, territorial changes often took place in the Iravan
region. For instance, as a result of administrative-territorial reforms
carried out by the Ottoman state, some territories of Nakhchivan re-

'7 Bypmames C.JI. Onucanme obnacteil AnpeOwxanckux B Ilepcum U mMx

nommtraeckoro cocrosiaus / C.Jl.byprammes. -Kypck: - 1793, ¢.25-26.

¥ Yene6bu . Kanura nyremectsus / D.Yenabu — Mocksa: Hayxa.- B.2. - 1983; Qarayev
E. Irovan bélgasinin orazisi, sarhadlori (XVII asrin sonu-XIX asrin ortalarinda) // -Baka:
Pedaqoji Universitet Xoborlori, - 2014. Ne2, - 5.126.
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gion, Maku sultanate were part of the Iravan province'®, and during
the reign of Nadir Shah Afshar (1736-1747) its territory was signifi-
cantly reduced?’. According to the sources, the territories of Goycha
district belonging to the Iravan Khanate from Lake Goycha to Terter
River were seized by Panahali khan of Garabagh (1748-1763) and
amalgamated to the Garabagh Khanate?!.

However, during the independent khanates, the territory of
Iravan was rather vast. Chopin’s work shows that the Iravan Khanate
consisted of 15 mahals. The Shorayel and Pembek sultanates, once
being a part of Iravan, were not included in this list. Because from
1802 the Pembek sultanate (area 2150 square metre) and from 1805
Shorayel (area 1290 square metre) were occupied by Russia®?. If we
include these sultanates in the territory of the Khanate, till the begin-
ning of the 19th century the territory of the Iravan Khanate was about
15 thousand square versts. After the occupation, the “Armenian prov-
ince”, established on March 21, 1828, included the former Iravan and
Nakhchivan Khanates. On the whole, the territory of the “Armenian

Pfrovan oyalotinin icmal doftori / Arasdirma, torciimo, qeyd vo olavolerin miialliflori
akademik Z.Biinyadov va t.e.n. Mommodov N (Qaramanli).- Baki: Elm. - 1996.- 5.8-9.
20 Kperaim A. Ucrtopus O CIyKMBIIMXCA C HMM CcOObITMSX ¥ o Hamup maxe
Iepcunckom / IepeBox ¢ apm., Ha pyc. s3. T.W. Ilarkanosa. HAMW HAHA, donn
Nel, omuce Ne 2, nmemo Ne.1504, - ¢.78.

2l Mirzo Adigozol boy. Qarabagnams. (Qarabagnamolor: 2 cildde) /Adigdzal boy
Mirzs. -Bakt: Yazigt. — c.1. -1989, s.36; Qarabagli Mirzo Camal Cavangsir. Qarabag
tarixi. (Qarabagnamolor: 2 cildds) / M.C.Qarabagl. -Bak1: Yazic1. -c.1. -1989, -s.17;
Qarayev E. Irovan bolgesinin orazisi vo sorhadlori (XVII astin sonu-XIX osrin
ortalarinda) // Baki: Pedoqoji Universitet Xoborlori, -2014. Ne2, -s.127-128.

22 Konusi ¢ panopra ToJIKOBHUKA U KoBasiepa bypHaruesa ot 25 urons 1784 // HAUU
HAHA. ®oun Nel, ommce No,1, gemo Nel795 (1), muct — 16-17; Bypnames C..
Ormmcanne obnacredt Anpebmxanckux B [lepcun M MX HOJMTHYECKOTO COCTOSIHUSL,
s.17-18; KaBkazckwuii coopruk [B 32 Tomax] // moa. pen. B.A.ITorro. — Tudmmc: Usna-
tenb Ben. K. Muxaun Hukxonaesuu. -22. -1901. -¢.49-51; llonen U. Uctopudeckuit
MaMSITHUK COCTOSTHUSI APMSHCKOM 00JIaCTH B 310Xy ee npucoeauHeHust Kk Poccuiickoit
nvrieprn / W .Ilonen. -CII6.: Tunorpadms Nmmepatopckoit Axax. Hayk. -1852.
€.968-974; Ob03peHne poCCHICKUX BiageHni 3a KaBka3oMm B CTaTHYECKOM, STHOTpa-
(hraeckomM, TororpaduueckoM, GHHAHCOBOM OTHOMICHISIX [B 4 yacTsx]. -CIIb: Turmo-
rpadwuii nemaprameHTa BHEIIHeH monuTHKa. — 4.4. -1836, -¢.252.
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province” was 24.000 square versts?>. It should be noted that when
the so-called “Armenian province” was formed, Shorayel and
Pembek were not included in this area. These two territories were re-
incorporated into the province only after the establishment of the
Iravan province in 1849.

In the second semi-chapter entitled “The administrative-
territorial division of the Iravan region”, were observed adminis-
trative-territorial changes in the Iravan region during the period we
dealt. In terms of administrative-territorial structure, the Iravan re-
gion was divided into mahals (only during the Ottoman period into
nahiye (area - E.G.), sultanates, and they were divided into villages.
These mahals were usually ruled by the chiefs of the mahals - mirbe-
luks, sultanates — by sultans, Azerbaijani villages — by naibs, kend-
khudas, and Armenian villages — by meliks?*.

However, at the beginning of the 18th-19th centuries, in differ-
ent years administrative-territorial changes were made in the Iravan
region. According to the “Review Book of the Iravan Province”
compiled by the Ottoman state as a result of the census of 1728, the
administrative-territorial units of Iravan Province were as following:
the city of Iravan, Girkhbulaq, Korpu, Maku, Khinzirak, Garni, Vedi,
Derechichek, Abaran, Goycha, Mezre, Surmali, Igdir, Araliq, Sherur,
Sederek, Zerzemin nahiyes and Shorayel liva »°. 1512 villages were
registered in these nahiyes and liva. 1423 out of these villages were
well-populated and 89 were deserted.

However, as a result of the reforms carried out by Nadir Shah
Afshar (1736-1747) after the return of the Iravan region in the mid-
30s of the 18th century, the Iravan region consisted of 9 mahals -
Korpu, Girkhbulag, Shorayel, Igdir, Garni, Derechichek, Goycha,
Abaran and Shirak?S.

2 1lonen Y. VicTopudeckuii IaMATHUK COCTOSHUS APMSHCKOM 00JIaCTH B BIIOXY €€
npucoeanHenus k Poccuiickoit umnepuy, -¢.353

*llonen U. UcTopuyecKknii NaMSTHUK COCTOSIHMS APMSHCKON OOJIaCTH B 3IIOXY €€
npucoenuHeHus k Poccuiickoi uMmiepud, -¢.448;

2Srovan oyalotinin icmal doftori, -s.184.

26 Kperamu A. HcTopus O CIyKHBIIMXCA C HMM COOBITHAX M 0 Hamup maxe
ITepcunckom, -¢.78.
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This situation lasted until the establishment of the Iravan
Khanate. During the independent Khanate, the number of mahals in-
cluded in Iravan is indicated by various figures. According to
I.Chopen, the Iravan Khanate consisted of one city and 15 mahals -
Girkhbulaq, Zengibasar, Garnibasar, Vedibasar, Sherur, Surmali,
Derekend-Parchenis, Goycha, Saadli, Talin, Seyidli-Agsaqqally,
Sardarabad, Korpubasar, Abaran and Derechichek. 831 villages were
registered in these mahals *’. However, this information provided by
I.Chopin is about the last periods of the Iravan Khanate, because
Shorayel and Pembek sultanates were not included in this administra-
tive-territorial division. On the other hand, the Sardarabad mahal was
established after 1810. According to the sources, till the mid of the
1890s, the administrative-territorial division of the Iravan Khanate,
including the Shorayel sultanate, had reached 14. In the autumn of
1795, by the order of Aga Muhammad khan Gajar, the Pembek sul-
tanate was also subordinated to the ruler of Iravan and remained a
part of the Iravan Khanate until 180228, So, from the mid-90s of the
18th century to 1802, in terms of administrative-territorial division
the Iravan Khanate consisted of 1 city, 12 districts and 2 sultanates.

Territorial change in the Iravan Khanate did not end there.
Thus, in 1805, Shorayel was also occupied by Russia. So, from 1805
to 1810, in terms of administrative-territorial division the Iravan
Khanate consisted of 14 mahals. After the establishment of Sardara-
bad mahal in 1810, the administrative-territorial division of Iravan
reached 15 mahals®.

After the occupation of the Iravan Khanate, Russia began to
carry out reforms to change the old administrative-territorial struc-
ture. On March 21, 1821, by the tsar’s decree, the “Armenian prov-
ince” covering the former Iravan and Nakhchivan Khanates was es-

Y 1lonen Y. VicTopudeckuii IaMATHUK COCTOSHUSL APMSHCKON O0JIACTH B BIIOXY €€
npucoenuHenus k Poccuiickoit umnepuu, -c.441-448.

28 Jlyoposun H. Teopruii XIII- nocnennuii naps [py3ud M NMPUCOEIMHEHHE €5 K
Poccun, -¢.34-43.

Ornomenye ren. ITackesnua k rp. Heccenspone, ot 27-ro nrons 1827 rona [AKAK B
13 Tomax] / Tlox. pen. A.bepxe. -Tudmuc: Tunorpaduss I'maBHOTO YTpaBieHuUs
Hamecthuka Kaskasckoro. -1.7. -1878. -¢.547.
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tablished. But, this did not change the administrative-territorial struc-
ture of the Khanate period. As this administration did not satisfy the
tsarist authorities, on June 23, 1833, a new change was made in the
“Armenian province”. According to the law, the Iravan region was
divided into 4 daires (districts) Iravan, Sharur, Surmali and Sardara-
bad. Each daire included several mahals™.

As the administrative-territorial division of the South Caucasus
did not satisfy the Russian ruling circles, several reforms were car-
ried out again. According to the law issued by the tsar on April 24,
1840, the South Caucasus was divided into two provinces - the
Georgian-Imereti province with the central city of Tiflis and the Cas-
pian province with the central city of Shamakhy. Iravan was included
in the administrative-territorial division of the Georgian-Imereti
province as a separate uyezd. However, this division was not the last
administrative-territorial division in the South Caucasus. On June 9,
1849, a law was passed on the establishment of the Iravan guberniya.
Under this law, the uyezds of Iravan, Nakhchivan and Alexandropol
(Ghumru-E.G.) were separated from the Tiflis guberniya and added
to the Iravan guberniya. The city of Iravan became the center of the
guberniya. From the administrative-territorial aspect, the Iravan gu-
berniya was divided into five uyezds: Iravan, Yenibeyazid, Na-
khchivan, Ordubad and Alexandropol. Each uyezd included daires>'.

The third semi-chapter of the dissertation is called “The man-
agement system of the Iravan region”. The power structures govern-
ing the Iravan region in the mentioned period are highlighted here. It
should be noted that in the late 17th - early 19th centuries the independ-
ent Khanate period being exception, the Iravan region was ruled by the

3TTonnoe cobpanmue 3axkoHoB Poccuiickoit umnepun // CI16: Tleuarano B Tunorpaduu
Il otneneHust COOCTBEHHOW €ro MMIeEpaTopckoro BenmdectBa Kannemspuu. -T.4. -
1830, -c.138; Illomen 1. McTopuueckuii maMITHAK COCTOSIHUS APMSHCKOM 00JIacTH B
3MOXY ee mpucoeauHeHus k Poccuiickoit nmmnepuy, -¢.464; KaBkasckuil kaneHnaps Ha
1852 r [B 72 Tomax]. -Tudnmc: Uznanu ot kanuensspuu KaBkasckoro HamecTHHKa. —
T.8.-1851. - c.436.

31 TTomaoe coGpanwe 3axkoHoB Poccuiickoit mvmnepuu // CIIb: ITewarano B Tunorpadun
Il otneneHnst COOCTBEHHOH €ro MMIIEpaTopcKoro BenmmuectBa Kanmemsipuu. — T.24. -
1850. —c312.
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influential Safavi, Ottoman, Afshar and Gajar rulers. However, their
rule was not hereditary. These rulers, appointed by the central govern-
ment summoned up both the administrative and military power of the
region in their hands and were surrounded by civil functionaries subor-
dinated to the central government*?,

During the independent Khanate, Iravan was ruled by khans with
inherited power. The khan also had a divan (a law-court), which was an
advisory body. Domestic and foreign policy issues were discussed at
this divan. 3> Besides the divan, the state apparatus included the vizier,
divanbeyi, qalabeyi, eshikagasi, treasurer, warehouseman, sandigdar,
darga (headman), kelenter, esasbashi, mirza (clerk) and others.

After the Russian occupation, the Iravan region began to be ruled
by military generals called commandants. The commandants had a
three-member council and office. A police department, a court, and a
treasury were established to govern the city. Each daire had to be ruled
by a military officer or civilian official, and their assistants had to be 4
Azerbaijani Turks and 4 Armenians loyal to the Russian authorities>>.
This situation lasted until the establishment of the Iravan guberniya.
Founded on June 9, 1849, the Iravan guberniya began to be ruled by
governors in charge of both military and civil affairs. The governor had
a clerk-office and a group of military officials performing commissions
given by him. The Iravan province had its own court, prosecutor’s office
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Sivilizasiya.-2014. Ne5.-s.131.
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and medical area®S.

Chapter II of the research work entitled “Population of the
Iravan region (end of 17th-mid of 19th centuries)” covers two sub-
chapters. The first sub-chapter is called “Population and its ethnic
composition”. The number of both urban and rural population is men-
tioned in this sub-chapter. According to both general data and statistics
on the population, a large percentage of the region’s population was
Azerbaijani Turks. According to the “Review Book of Iravan Province”
compiled by the Ottoman state in 1728, 74.852 people were registered
in Iravan city, 17 nahiyes and liva of the Iravan province. 45.924 out of
them were Azerbaijani Turks®’. Information about the population during
the Khanate can be divided into two parts. Although some figures do
not provide concrete figures, they do show that from the ethnic view-
point Azerbaijani Turks were in great majority in the Iravan Khanate>®.
As for concrete statistics, on the eve of the occupation, 15.800 families
were registered in the Iravan Khanate, 12.000 families out of which
were Azerbaijani Turks and 3.800 Armenian families; in other infor-
mation 10.000 Azerbaijani Turk families and 3.000 Armenian families
were registered; and in the third information 9.746 Azerbaijani Turk and
3.452 Armenian families were registered*’. However, the figures given
in connection with the Russian-Gajar war do not reflect the reality. The

3¢ Tlonnoe cobpanve 3akoHoB Poccuiickoil umnepuy, -1.24, -¢.140-141; Qarayev E.
Azorbaycanin frovan bolgosinin idaracilik sistemi (XVII osrin sonu-XIX osrin
ortalarinda), -s. 140-141.

37 frovan oyalotinin icmal doftori, -s.18-19; Qarayev E. XVIII-XIX vyiizilliyin
ovvallorinds iravan bolgasinin shalisinin say vo etnik torkibi // - Baki: Horbi bilik, —
2016. Nel. - s.106.
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analysis of the office (cameral) census carried out in 1829-1832 con-
cluded that before the war the population of the Iravan Khanate consist-
ed of about 22.964 families or 134.646 people, including 16.438 Azer-
baijani Turk families (99.609 people), 3.452 Armenian families (19.878
people), 2.984 Kurdish families (14.902 people) and 60 Roman (gipsy)
families (257 people).

After the occupation, the mass resettlement of Armenians from
the Ottoman and Gajar territories to the Iravan Khanate began. 23.568
Armenians were resettled from the Oajar state, and 21.639 from the Ot-
toman territory to the Iravan Khanate in 1828-1832%. As a result of this
resettlement, the ethnic picture of the region had changed. According to
the census of 1834 year, 22.336 yards and 65.300 people were regis-
tered in the region. According to their ethnic composition, 29.690 peo-
ple were Azerbaijani Turks, 10.350 local Armenians, 24.255 displaced
Armenians, 1.000 Kurds and a small number were Romans*!. Accord-
ing to 1849 year’s data, 11.594 Azerbaijani Turk families (57.970 peo-
ple) were registered in Iravan region*?.

The second sub-chapter is called “The social structure of the
population”. As a result of investigations it appeared that the popula-
tion of the region was divided into three main groups according to their
social composition: the privileged upper class, clergy and taxpayers.
The first class included khans, beys, sultans, aghas, landowners, elbey-
ies and meliks. In the Iravan Khanate the khans were divided into two
groups. The first group included rulers bearing the title of khan or sar-
dar, and the second group included special persons given the honorary
title of “khan” by the shahs. Although those included in the second
group were not independent rulers, they had both a position and very

“llonen U. UcTopuuecknii NaMSTHUK COCTOSIHHS APMSHCKON OOJIaCTH B 3IIOXY €€
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large areas of land. They did not have the right to inherit**. On the next
step of the higher strata after the khans came the beys. Beys were divid-
ed into hereditary, and non- hereditary, given for services. Agha was
said to those who belonged to khan’s family and they had great privi-
leges*.

Peasants were included into the group of taxpayers. The peasants
were divided into bahrekers, yarikers and elats. The bahrekers had their
own farms and plot of lands. The yarikers were mainly made up of ref-
ugees and the people living an idle life. The ruler provided such people
with land, tools, and seeds, and in return they gave half of the crops to
the khan. The farm labourers or farm-hands had no land or tools. They
worked on the land they took on lease and paid the landowner two-
thirds of the crops in return. The Elats were the lower class of nomadic
tribes. Since they formed the bulk of the irregular armed forces of khan-
ate, fewer taxes were levied on these people®.

After the Russian occupation, the rights of all privileged classes
remained almost the same, except for the khan, who was the absolute
ruler of the Iravan region, and the khans, beys and aghas who fought
against the Russian occupation. However, according to an official edict
issued by the tsar on December 6, 1846, all privileged classes were enti-
tled as landlords, while the subjects, farm labourers, servants, etc. was
given the name of the landlord’s subordinate*S,

Religious figures formed a special class in the Iravan Khanate.
Muslim clerics were divided into three groups: 1. High clerics; 2. Those,
who judged civil and criminal cases in Sharia courts; 3. Those working
in the field of education. The first group included sheikhs-ul-Islam,

43 bakuxanoB A. CounHenus. 3anucku, mickMa / A BakuxaHos. -Baky: Dim. -1983. -
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akhunds, efendis, mirzas (clerks), seyids, the second group included ga-
zis (cadi — a cleric among Muslims, carrying the duties of a judge), and
the third group included muderrises (teachers)*’. Christians were divid-
ed into monks and “white clergymen”. Because of their great influence
among the people, Tsarist Russia did not touch the clergy, and they
were exempted from taxes and duties.

Chapter I1I, entitled “Economic situation of the Iravan region
(late 17th-mid-19th centuries)” consists of three sub-chapters. In the
first sub-chapter, entitled “Agriculture”, is examined agriculture,
which played a key role in the economic life of the Iravan region, and its
various areas. Farming and cattle breeding were the main areas of agri-
culture in the region. Cereals and industrial crops, gardening, fruit-
growing, vine-growing and melon-growing occupied the main place in
agriculture. According to information provided by sources, the Iravan
region was considered one of the richest regions in Azerbaijan*®. In the
period we are talking about, grain production was the leading field of
agriculture. Production of wheat, barley and rice paddy was more wide-
spread. Although there is no information about the previous periods, it is
reported that during the independent Khanate the local population an-
nually received 34.185 khalvars (khalvar is a measure of weight-300
kg)) of wheat and 11.500 khalvars of barley, and in the “Armenian
province” in 1832 after the Russian occupation 75.000 khalvars of
wheat and 10.000 khalvars of barley®. Sources also provide with in-
formation on the cultivation of abundant paddy in Iravan. The people of
Iravan not only used the rice themselves, but also exported the remain-
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der of the rice to neighboring regions and countries. The highest quality
rice was grown in Zangibasar and Korpubasar mahals. During the inde-
pendent Khanate, an average of 18.400 khalvar of rice paddy was har-
vested in Iravan™’.

Silkworm breeding was one of the historically developed spheres
in the economy of the Iravan region. According to sources, everywhere
was rich in mulberry trees in the region, and silk export played a major
role in its trade’!.

The population of the Iravan region was also famous for growing
cotton and tobacco from industrial crops. Zangibasar, Sardarabad and
Surmali mahals played a key role in cotton growing. The cotton fields
were plowed two or three times a year, and after the cotton was sown, it
was plowed and irrigated. Cotton was considered a valuable crop, and
the rulers of Iravan strictly controlled its growing. According to the in-
formation, during the reign of Hussein Qulu khan (1806-1827) the pop-
ulation harvested an average of 2.100 khalvars of cotton per year. In
1836, 3.000 khalvars of cotton was harvested in the “Armenian prov-
ince”.%

The people of Iravan were also engaged in tobacco growing and
tobacco production. The population of Arhaji village of Surmali mahal
was mostly engaged in growing of this plant. During the independent
Khanate, this village alone produced more than 40 khalvars>. Accord-
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ing to the information, every year on average, 60 khalvars of tobacco
was produced in the whole Khanate*. Interest in this plant had in-
creased even after the Russian occupation. One third of the income from
this industrial plant was transferred to the treasury>>.

Various agricultural tools were used in agriculture. In the Iravan
region, the soil was plowed with plough and and wooden plough.
Plough was so heavy that it was difficult to plow. 5 people and about 14
pairs of oxen and buffaloes were needed in this work. It was relatively
easy to plow the land with wooden plough. 1 or 2 oxen pulled the
wooden plough. The plowed land was harrowed with a branchy tree. In
the lowlands, harrowing was usually done with twigs neatly winded
round. Various tools were used in harvesting. In grain cropping a sickle
and in haymaking a scythe was used>®.

One of the most developed areas of agriculture was gardening and
melon-growing. The gardens were divided into three groups. The first
was called an orchard or private garden, the second was called large
suburban orchards, and the third was called a vineyard. Apples, peaches,
apricots, plums, sweet cherries, cherries, dates, quinces, figs, walnuts,
pomegranates, mulberries and other local fruits were grown in these or-
chards. Iravan was famous for different types of grapes. High-quality
wine, bakmaz (boiled down juice of grapes, mulberry, etc.) and vinegar
were made from grapes. Doshab and vinegar were mainly processed by
Azerbaijani Turks®’.

Melon-growing was also one of the main agricultural occupations
of the population of Iravan. Different types of vegetables - greens, beets,
beans, cucumbers, cabbage, peas, carrots, mustard, eggplant, corn, wa-
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termelon, melon, etc. was grown in melon fields. Watermelon and mel-
on of Iravan were more popular. There were khun, agabey, qurbanaga,
hassanbey and other sorts of this melon plant. The melon was known
for four sorts — dord shallaq, dostujan, jarjar and tutma’®.

As in other regions of Azerbaijan, artificial irrigation was widely
used in agriculture in Iravan region. Although the not irrigated method
was mainly used in the mountains, artificial irrigation was widespread in
the lowlands. Most of the irrigation ditches dated back to the Safavi pe-
riod. Most of the need for irrigation water in the Iravan region was met
by ditches and canals drawn from the Araz, Zangi, Qirkhbulaq, Arpa-
chay and other major rivers>”

Underground water-supplies and wells were also used as artificial
irrigation in the Iravan region. They also played an important role in
meeting the needs of the population for drinking water. In the mid 19th
century, 196 water wells were registered in Iravan alone®’.

The research work also touched upon the water possession, water
use and irrigation control in the Iravan region. The distribution of water
among the population was supervised by the state-appointed mirabs and
their subordinates — juvars (a person in charge of distribution of irriga-
tion water). Mirab was the head of irrigation in all districts. The juvars,
who were subordinate to mirab, led the water system in the villages®'.
This administrative division that had historically existed in the Iravan
region remained important for some time after the Russian occupation.
However, in 1848, a new administrative body, water engineering, was
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established to manage irrigation in guberniyas. Until 1874, this body
operated with a staff of only three members®?.

Cattle-breeding also played an important role in agriculture of the
Iravan region. There were more suitable pastures for cattle breeding in
Girkhbulag, Goycha, Abaran, Derechichek, Garnibasar, Vedibasar,
Talin, Surmali, Derekend-Parchenis mahals®®. Small and neat cattle and
horse breeding were the main fields in cattle breeding.

Many fish were caught in Iravan region from Lake Goycha, Araz,
Zangi, Tokhluja, Agrija, Adiyaman, Chubukhlu and other rivers. There
were nine different species of fish in Lake Goycha. Among the fish
caught here, white-fish and trout were especially popular in the East®.

In the second sub-chapter entiteled“Forms of land ownership.
Taxes and duties” the forms of land ownership, taxes and duties in the
Iravan region in the studied period were investigated. Historically, vari-
ous forms of land ownership - divani, khass, and myulk, vakf, tiyul and
community lands existed in Iravan®. It appears from the sources that the
Russian occupation being exception, there had been no change in the
forms of land ownership during this period. Only the “divani” was unit-
ed in the khan’s lands during the independent khanate and came under
the full control of the rulers of Iravan. After the Russian occupation, this
form of land ownership was given at the disposal of the treasury®®.

3 types of tiyul land ownership, such as mukafat (reward), bakh-
shish (gift, present) and arpaliq are identified in this sub-chapter. The
form of mukafat for tiyul was a gift to statesmen, serviceman, scientists
and religious figures in return for service, and the form of the bakhshish
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was the transfer of land taken back to another person at the end of the
previous tiyul owner’s service or after his death. The “arpalig” form of
the tiyul was a plot of land temporarily given to influential people who
had taken refuge in Iravan from neighboring khanates due to the politi-
cal situation. For instance, the whole Dereleyez mahal was given as ti-
yul-arpaliq to the Georgian prince Alexander, five villages of Surmali
mahal were given to Hussein agha Zilanly, and one village - to Sul-
eyman agha Zilanly. On the eve of occupation, there were 42 villages in
the Iravan Khanate, and according to the information of 1839, there
were 57 tiyul villages in the “Armenian province”®’.

In the Iravan region, the population paid various taxes and duties.
Before the establishment of the Khanate, the number of taxes and duties
of the population reached 351. Taxes were levied in cash or in kind.
From these taxes, bahre, ushr, chobanbeyi, cherik, rusum (duty), tejhi-
zat (supply), rehdar and other taxes from duties biyar and evrazi should
be mentioned. During the Khanate, taxes collected in cash were divided
into two groups: direct (taxes paid directly to the treasury-E.G.), and
indirect (taxes paid indirectly -E. G.). In the Iravan Khanate, the treasury
received a total of 39.709 tumens, 2 minaltuns, 12.5 shahis, or 158.837
silver rubles 5 kopecks annual income from direct and indirect monetary
taxes®®,

In the Iravan Khanate, besides the taxes collected from the popu-
lation in cash, taxes were also collected in kind. The main tax levied on
the product was called maljahat or bahre (1/3 of the product out of 1/5
were levied), from which the treasury received a natural tax of 305.218
rubles, 51 kopecks per year. Besides, other natural taxes were levied in
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kind, totaling 87.765 tumens, 28 minaltuns and 64, 5 shahis®

In the Iravan Khanate, the total income of the treasury, both in
cash and in kind, was 653.150 rubles.

After the Russian occupation, the number of taxes in the Iravan
region had diminished. In the early 1930s, the total amount of income
from the “Armenian province” to the treasury was increased from
100.000 to 120.000 silver rubles, in 1834 to 157.000 silver rubles
(83.000 silver rubles were only income from production), and in 1835 to
215. Thousand silver rubles (141.021 thousand silver rubles of this total
income were from the product)’. In 1836, a new tax system was ap-
plied in the Iravan region. According to statistics, under this new rule, in
the early 1840s, the annual tax revenue in the Iravan uyezd alone was
169.449 rubles 18 kopecks’!.

In the third sub-chapter of Chapter III entitled “Handicraft and
trade. Salt production. Money, weight and units of measurement”
all areas of handicraft, domestic and foreign trade have been investigat-
ed. One of the main areas of handicraft was weaving. Every family had
a loom. The rulers of Iravan collected a piece of cloth tax from each
loom. Besides it, the dyeing, leather processing, glass production, pot-
tery, soap boiling, blacksmithing, masonry, timbering, carpentry, paint-
ing, and other areas were developed. According to the office description
of 1829-1832, 96 areas of handicrafts (10.124 people were registered
occupied in handicrafts, out of which 2.349 lived in the city of Iravan
and 4.743 in mabhals), and 65 in the early 1950s were registered in the
Iravan region’?.

Trade also developed in the Iravan region. Despite the fact that
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the region was repeatedly destroyed as a result of military operations in
the period we are talking about, its location at the junction of favourable
caravan routes had had an impact on the development of trade. Foreign
trade was more developed in Iravan. The development of this field was
due to the investment of the rulers and influential nobles of Iravan in
trade”. Iravan exported its goods to neighboring Khanates and states.
Domestic trade was conducted in markets or shops. Besides it, there
were exclusively trade shops. The city of Iravan was always full of mer-
chants from different states and Khanates. One of the main conditions
for the development of the domestic market was the great deal of cara-
vanserais here. There were two types of caravanserais in the Iravan re-
gion, city and road caravanserais. After the Russian occupation, 7 cara-
vanserais were registered in Iravan and 5 in the mahals. The caravanse-
rais around the city were considered both hotels and markets for traders.
There were many shops around the caravanserais. 252 shops were
around caravanserais in Iravan city, 543 in separate places, 32 - in
Iravan fortress, 4 - in Tepebashi quarter, 18 - in Sheher quarter and 2 - in
Demirbulag quarter. The total number of these shops reached 85174,
One of the areas that historically played a major role in the eco-
nomic life of the Iravan region was salt production. This area was par-
ticularly prominent in the region’s trade and export. The Iravan salt was
mainly extracted from a mountain near the village of Qulp, located on
the right bank of the Araz River, 30 versts from the Sardarabad fortress
and 50 versts from the Iravan fortress.”” The Qulp village always was
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full of caravans from Garabagh, Kartli-Kakheti and Ottoman Pashalig
ligs. The treasury received a lot of income from salt production. If dur-
ing the reign of Iravan ruler Muhammad khan (1784-1805) the treasury
received 300 tomans a year from salt production, while during the last
Iravan ruler Hussein Qulu khan this income had reached 1400 tomans’¢.
After the occupation, the Russian ruling circles showed great interest in
the Iravan salt. From the first day of the occupation, the Qulp salt mine
had passed under the disposal of the treasury. In 1832-1836 alone (4
years-E.G.), salt production was leased for 24.600 silver rubles. The salt
mine, which was later returned to the treasury, brought in various
amounts of income between 1840 and 1850. In the course of ten years
its total income was between 24.000 and 50.000 silver rubles, one year -
72.000 silver rubles, its net income was 14.000-28.000 rubles, and two
years — 53.000-54.000 rubles. In the last three years, the income of salt
had fallen to 20.000-19.000 silver rubles’’.

On April 10, 1840, as a result of the administrative-territorial re-
form in the South Caucasus, Qulp was given the status of a salt factory,
and a board headed by its director was established’®.

Various currencies, weights and measures were used in trade op-
erations in the Iravan region. In the period we deal, the main currencies
were the Iravan toman, the sahibgiran or minaltun, the panahabad, the
mahmudin, the garapul, the shahi, the bisti, the real, the Russian imperi-
al, the ruble, the Ottoman darulkhiliaf, the kurush (half a copeck coin),
the para, etc., can be noted. According to the information, in the mid-
50s of the 19th century, the people of Iravan traded only with Russian
gold and silver coins.”” Among the weight units used in the Iravan re-
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gion before the Russian occupation, khalvar, batman, stil, pud, misqal,
litre, lider, somar, tajkir, kod, etc. can be noted. Scales called “attar”
and “mizan” were used to weigh goods in the markets. “Attar” was a
small hand scale that weighed food products, and “mizan” weighed silk
and imported goods. The scales were rented out, which brought a lot of
money to the treasury. For instance, during the Ottoman rule (1724-
1735) in the Iravan region, the treasury received 420.000 akhchas of
income from the mizan .

Some units of weight were eliminated after the Russian occupa-
tion. According to the information of the 50s of the 19th century, the
people of Iravan used not only Russian weights, but also batman and
stil. There were such metric units in Iravan, as khan arsheeni, khalvar,
somar, tajkir, batman and agaj. Khalvar, somar and batman were main-
ly used in measuring arable lands; arsheen was used in measuring vari-
ous fabrics, and agaj - in measuring of long distances. In the 50s of the
19th century, along with the Russian arsheen, the so-called khan
arsheeni — edli was used to measure various fabrics. Seven edlis were
equal to ten Russian arsheens®!.

Chapter IV of the research is called “Political situation in Iravan
region (late 17th-18th centuries)” and consists of three sub-chapters.
The first sub-chapter entitled “The Iravan region at the end of the
17th and mid of the 18th centuries” covers the political events taken
place at the end of the 17" and mid of the 18th centuries. This sub-
chapter reflects such important facts as the impact of the political and
economic crisis in the Safavi state of Azerbaijan on the Iravan region,
the Ottoman intervention and the events in the Iravan region during the
reign of Nadir Shah (1736-1747), the establishment of the Iravan Khan-
ate and the struggle it waged to preserve its existence. The crisis in the
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Safavi state had had a great impact on the Iravan region. Famine and
arbitrariness reigned in the state®?. Taking advantage of the weakening
of the Safavi state, in the early 1920s began open incursion of Russia
and the Ottoman Empire into Azerbaijan. As a result, under the Treaty
of Istanbul signed in 1724, these two states divided Azerbaijan among
themselves. The Iravan region was amalgamated to the Ottoman state.
In the summer of 1724, Ottoman troops began marching on Iravan to
take full control of the region. This march was illuminated from a new
perspective on the basis of the obtained documents. The Iravan region
had come under Ottoman rule until the summer of 1735 after this inter-
vention®*. However, as a result of the rise of Nadir khan Afshar in the
late 1920s and early 1930s, due to the return of the occupied lands the
former territory of the Safavi state was restored. In the summer of 1935,
Nadir Khan defeated the Ottoman army in the territory of Iravan and
returned the region to the Safavi state®*. As a result of the administra-
tive-territorial reform carried out by Nadir Shah (1736-1747), the
founder of the great empire, the Iravan region was included in the Azer-
baijani province. However, the continuous wars and extorsive tax poli-
cies of Shah brought the people to ruin. The study of sources shows that
in the last years of the Shah’s rule, the population uprose in various re-
gions of Azerbaijan, including the Iravan region. In the course of this
uprising, the people of Iravan drove out the ruler appointed by the Shah
from Iravan and even defeated the army sent under the command of
Nadir Shah’s cousin Amiraslan khan®>. After the assassination of Nadir
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Shah in 1747, about 20 Khanates, including Iravan, were established in
Azerbaijan. The Iravan Khanate was formed as a result of the struggle
against Nadir Shah’s cousin Amiraslan khan. Mirmehdi khan, the com-
mander of Amiraslan khan, joined the people of Iravan and founded the
Iravan Khanate. Mirmehdi khan (1747-1752) together with the troops
from different regions of Azerbaijan attacked the Urmia Khanate and
captured some of its territories and shared the treasure with his allies®®.

In 1749, the Iravan Khanate became a very serious battlefield be-
tween the Kartli-Kakheti kingdom and the Garabagh Khanate. In this
struggle, the Iravan Khanate fell into the nominal dependence of the
Kartli-Kakheti kingdom, albeit for a short time, and this dependence
was limited to paying taxes®’. Soon a change of government took place
in Iravan. Mirmehdi khan’s rival Fatali khan of Urmia attacked the
Iravan Khanate. Fatali khan used Azad khan, the former commander of
Nadir shah, in this march. As a result of Azad khan’s march, the Iravan
Khanate was subordinated to Fatali khan and the throne of Iravan was
taken by Khalil khan Uzbek (1752-1755), a close person of Azad
khan®,

Khalil khan could not stay in power in Iravan for long. His policy
caused dissatisfaction of the people of Iravan, and as a result of this,
Hassan Ali khan Gajar (1755-1759), a descendant of the local Gajars,
came to power. He was replaced by his brother Hussein Ali khan Gajar
(1759-1783)%.

The second sub-chapter, entitled “Political processes in the
Iravan Khanate in the 60s and 80s of the 18th century”, reflects the
events taken place during the reigns of the rulers of Iravan Hussein Ali
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Khan, his sons Qulamali Khan (1783-1784) and Muhammad Khan
(1784-1805). During this historical period, the Iravan Khanate was
forced to fight against foreign intervention in order to preserve its inde-
pendence. The worst enemy of this Khanate was the Kartli-Kakheti
kingdom. This kingdom, relying on Russia, had a great influence on the
Iravan Khanate, and sometimes the people of Iravan were forced to pay
tribute to the Tiflis court. However, the rulers of Iravan had always
struggled and succeeded in overcoming this nominal dependence®. The
investigation of the sources has revealed that the rulers of Iravan ap-
pealed to the Ottoman palace for help when they were interfered®!. Alt-
hough the Ottoman palace did not give military assistance, its prestige
and diplomatic pressure had been able to protect Iravan from Russian-
Georgian unity for many years. In this sub-chapter, relations with Azer-
baijani khans neighboring the Iravan Khanate - Khoy, Garabagh and
Nakhchivan Khanates, Bayazid, Erzurum, Ahalsikh, Kars and others
from the Ottoman Pashalig ligs were widely covered, and the reasons
for the contradictions of these relations were explained.

The third sub-chapter of Chapter III is called “The Iravan
Khanate in the 90s of the 18th century”. The struggle against the
Gajar state headed by Agha Muhammad Shah Gajar, against the Rus-
sian troops under the command of V.Zubov, and the relations with the
Khoy Khanate are reflected in this sub-chapter. The struggle against the
Gajar state occupied one of the main places in the foreign policy of the
Iravan Khanate. Agha Muhammad khan Gajar, who strengthened his
power in Iran in the early 90s of the 18th century, pursued a policy of
subjugating the Azerbaijani Khanates, as well as the Iravan Khanate.
Beginning from this period, Muhammad khan (1784-1805) fought
against the threat of the Gajar. Despite the strong resistance of the peo-
ple of Iravan in the summer of 1795, during the attack of the Gajar
troops on the Iravan khanate, in the end Muhammad khan obeyed Agha
Muhammad Shah and was forced to pay 8 pounds of gold and 8.000
tomans a year®>. However, the policy of the ruler of Iravan to get out of
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this dependence enraged Agha Muhammad Shah, and he was arrested””.
The Shah’s brother Jafargulu khan and then khan of Maku Hassan khan
were in power in Iravan. However, after the assassination of Agha Mu-
hammad Shah, by the order of Fatali Shah (1797-1834), who became
the shah of the Gajar, Muhammad khan was released from prison, and
he restored his power in Iravan. Muhammad khan, who restored his
power, approached the khan of Khoy Jafargulu khan to put an end to the
Gajar’s dependence and together they fought against this threat. Fatali
Shah sent a 7.000-10.000 strong army led by his son Abbas Mirza to
Iravan to punish them®*. However, this march did not take place, and as
a result of the turmoil in the Gajar state, Abbas Mirza was forced to re-
turn.

Chapter V of the research work entitled “The Iravan Khanate in
the first half of the 19th century” consists of five sub-chapters. The
first sub-chapter entitled “Foreign policy of the Iravan Khanate in the
early 19th century” clarifies the essence of the foreign policy of the
Iravan Khanate. The entry of Russian troops into Tiflis (Georgia) on
November 26, 1799 and the signing of Paul I’s manifesto on the an-
nexation of the Kartli-Kakheti kingdom to Russia on January 18, 1801
caused great concern in the Iravan Khanate®>. According to the manifes-
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to, the Shorayel and Pembek sultanates, being part of the Iravan Khan-
ate, were supposed to be annexed to Russia as part of the Kartli-Kakheti
kingdom. This caused great discontent and rebellion in Shorayel and
Pembek. After the interference of Muhammad khan, the power of
Iravan Khanate was restored in Shorayel. However, to restore the power
of the Iravan ruler in Pembek was not realizable. Although initially,
6.000 people from 14 villages of the Pembek sultanate were resettled to
the territory of the Iravan Khanate, but after the intervention of Russian
troops, they were returned”®.

In this sub-chapter, it was shown that in order to subdue it the
Russian command in the Caucasus intensified pressure on the Iravan
Khanate. So, on April 25, 1802, Tsar Alexander I sent a special five-
item instruction to K.H. Knorring. Four items of the instruction con-
cerned the Iravan Khanate®’. Russia tried to take advantage of any
events in the region to subjugate the Iravan Khanate. Soon the situation
between the Iravan Khanate and the Kars Pashalig became tense and
war broke out between them. The Russian command, together with the
Kars Pashalig, started wars against the people of Iravan. In these battles,
the people of Iravan were defeated’®. However, the ruler of Iravan, pur-
suing an active policy, from time to time wanted to normalize relations
with the Russian command, or fought against Russian pressure on
Iravan. David-Daniel struggle for the throne of the Uchmuazzin proves
once again that Muhammad Khan was firm in his policy. In March
1801, Argutinsky, the Catholicos of the Uchmuazzin, died in Tiflis.
With the help of Muhammad Khan, Archbishop David was appointed
the Catholicos®®. However, most Armenian clergymen and nobles pro-
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tested and elected Daniel, the archbishop of the Armenian Church in
Istanbul, as Catholicos. Taking advantage of the David-Daniel struggle,
the Armenians used this event to draw Russia’s attention to Iravan. K.H.
Knorring, one of the Russian commanders, and then P.D. Sisianov in-
tensified the pressure on Muhammad Khan to enthrone Daniel as the
Catholicos. However, Muhammad khan responded to all the pressures
because this was an internal affair of Iravan and he did not allow any
country to interfere in the internal affairs of the Khanate.

The second sub-chapter called “The Iravan Khanate during the
first Russian-Gajar war. “The Treaty of Gulustan” covers the wars
waged by both Russia and the Gajar state to seize Iravan, the betrayal of
the Armenians, and the government change in Iravan as a result of this
war. Russia’s official annexation of the Kartli-Kakheti kingdom on Sep-
tember 12, 1801, alarmed the Gajar state and strained relations between
them. As a result, in the summer of 1804, diplomatic relations between
the parties became strained and war broke out. Russia, which initially
feared of Ottoman Turkey and exerted influence on Iravan through
Kartli-Kakheti, began to intervene openly in the early 19th century. Alt-
hough during the first Russian-Gajar war, Russian troops led by P.S.
Sisianov  (June-September 1804), count Gudovich (September-
November 1808), Lisanevich (November 1811), and Colonel Pestel
(March 28 -April 3, 1813) had marched to the Iravan Khanate but was
defeated and returned'®’. Sources show that despite the betrayal by the
Armenians, the people of Iravan repeatedly fought against the Russian
army and managed to preserve their independence.

In this sub-chapter, a government change took place in the Iravan
Khanate. At the beginning of the Russian-Gajar war, the ruler of Iravan
fought against the Gajar army. As a result, in mid-June 1805, Muham-

Respublikast Tohsil Nazirliyi Genca Dovlst Universiteti: Qafqaz tarixinin aktual
masalalari beynalxalq konfrans.-Ganca. - 15-16 oktyabr. —2015. - 5.169.

100 frovan xanligr: Rusiya isgali vo ermonilorin Simali Azorbaycan torpaglarina
kogiiriilmosi, -5.298-314; Qarayev E. Birinci Irovan ddyiisii / -Bak1: Geo-Strategiya. —
2014. Nel. -s.45-52; T'apaeB D. Bropoii DpuBaHCKHii TOX0 poccuiickuii Boiick 1808 .
// - Mockas: Bonpocsr Mcropun. - 2016. Ne7. -¢.148-153; Qarayev E. Ikinci irovan
yiirtisiindon sonra bag veran hadisalor vo Giiliistan miiqavilesi / -Baki:Tarix vo onun
problemlori. —2015. Ne2. - soh. 71-78.
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mad khan was overthrown, and at first, Mehdi Qulu khan, then Ahmad
khan Mugaddama and Hussein Qulu khan ascended the throne of
Iravan. However, the last Iravan sardar Hussein Qulu khan’s (1806-
1827) coming to power saved the Khanate from complete Gajar de-
pendence. At the end of the sub-chapter, the defeat of the Gajar state
and the Northern Azerbaijan khans united with them, the inequality of
forces led to the conclusion of the Treaty of Gulistan on October 12,
18131%1, Under the Treaty, all Northern Azerbaijan Khanates, except for
the Iravan and Nakhchivan Khanates, were included in the territory of
the Russian Empire. However, although the Iravan Khanate remained
out of occupation, din the course of the war the north-eastern shores of
Shorayel, Pembek and Lake Goycha, being part of it, were occupied by
the Russian army.

The third sub- chapter, entitled “The Iravan Khanate during the
II Russian-Gajar War”, deals with the events in the Iravan Khanate
during the Russian-Gajar wars of 1826-1828, the heroic struggle of the
people of Iravan headed by Hussein Qulu Khan and his brother Hassan
Khan and the occupation of the Iravan Khanate.

After the Treaty of Gulistan, it became clear that the exact demar-
cation of the border between Russia and the Oajar state, the occupation
of the northern and northeastern shores of the Goycha mahal of the
Iravan Khanate by the Russian army caused great dissatisfaction in the
Iravan Khanate and the Shah’s palace. By setting up illegal guard points
in these areas belonging to Iravan the Russian army did not want to
leave Iravan. In May 1816, the appointment of A.P.Yermolov as the
Commander-in-Chief of the Russian troops in the Caucasus further ag-
gravated the situation. His uncompromising position caused dissatisfac-
tion of both the ruler of Iravan Hussein Qulu khan and the Gajar state.
Demonstrating an uncompromising position on this matter, Hussein
Qulu khan demanded the return of the lands of Iravan and put pressure
on the Russians. It was the result of his pressure that a special commis-
sion was set up to determine the border line!®2. However, due to the

101103edosru T. Jlorosopsl Poccur ¢ BOCTOKOM, TIONMTHYECKHE W TOPTOBEIE, -C.208-
214.

192 Niy6posun H. HcTopuss BOMHBEI M Blajpl¥uecTBa pycckMx Ha Kapkase, -c.7-46;
Qarayev E. Giiliistan siilh miiqavilesinden sonra sorhod xottinin miioyyon olunmasinda
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fault of the Russian command, the territories remained under occupa-
tion. This event had lasted until the II Russian-Gajar war. As a result,
due to the fault of the Russian command the war began in 1826. One of
the first targets of the Il Russian-Gajar war of 1826-1828 was the Iravan
Khanate. It is stated in this sub-chapter that Paskevich, who was ap-
pointed Commander-in-Chief instead of A.P.Yermolov, decided to oc-
cupy the Iravan Khanate. He ordered Adjutant General K.H.Benkendorf
to occupy Iravan. During the march headed by him that lasted from ear-
ly April to June 1827, the Russian troops were utterly defeated by the
people of Iravan both around the Sardarabad fortress and the Iravan for-
tress. In such a situation, the main forces of the Russian troops led by
Adjutant General Paskevich arrived in Iravan. There were also Armeni-
an detachments in this army!%. Receiving additional help, the Russian
army, led by Lieutenant General Krasovsky, again besieged the fortress
of Iravan. Despite this, Paskevich attacked the Nakhchivan Khanate as
the first target. Despite the arrival of Prince Abbas Mirza to help Na-
khchivan, the Russian army occupied the Nakhchivan Khanate!%*. After
that, Paskevich decided to occupy the Iravan Khanate. After a long
siege, the Russian army using modern cannons of the time to destroy the
fortress, at first occupied Sardarabad, then the Iravan fortress. Hussein
Qulu khan’s brother Hassan khan, nicknamed as “Sary Aslan (Red Li-
on)”, especially displayed heroism in these events. Under his leadership,
the people of Iravan first defended the Sardarabad fortress. However,
after the downfall of the fortress, he entered the fortress of Iravan and
continued the struggle. Under his leadership, the people of Iravan
strongly resisted the Russian army. However, at the same time, the
Iravan fortress, which had the most powerful firearms of the time, col-
lapsed in front of the regular Russian army, and Hassan khan was taken
prisoner. After the fall of the Iravan Khanate, the strengthening of the

Rusiya ilo Qacar dévleti arasinda bas veran miibahisads iravan xanhgmimn yeri va rolu //
Baki1: Geo-Strategiya. —2013. Ne5. - 5.26-31.

13 MMorro B. KaBkasckass BoifHA B OT/ENBHBIX ouepKax, 3MU30/ax, JEreHaax |
6uorpadusx, -1.3, -c.323-324; irovan xanligi: Rusiya isgali vo ermenilorin Simali
Azarbaycan torpaqlarina kogiiriilmasi, -s.337.

1049liyev F, Hosonov U. Irovan xanhgi, -s.118; Irovan xanh@i Rusiya isgali vo
ermanilorin Simali Azarbaycan torpaqlarma kogiiriilmasi, -s.341.
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Russian army in Tabriz forced the Gajar state to go to peace negotia-
tions. Thus, after the signing of peace treaty on February 10, 1828 in the
village of Turkmenchay near Tabriz, the Iravan and Nakhchivan Khan-
ates were also annexed to Russia'®. After this agreement, Hassan khan
came from captivity and returned to the Shah’s palace!'%.

The fourth sub-chapter entitled “Hussein Qulu khan’s place in
the history of Azerbaijan” deals with the personality of the last sardar
of Iravan Hussein Qulu khan (1806-1827) and state affairs during his
reign. Although Sardar Hussein Qulu khan came to power in Iravan dur-
ing the I Russian-Gajar War, he soon began to act as an independent
ruler and was able to prove himself as a prominent commander in the
struggle against Russian troops. Hussein Qulu khan played a great role
in the life of Iravan Khanate as the head of state. Despite the war, he
played an invaluable role in reviving the economy of the Iravan Khanate
and strengthening it militarily'%’. Sardar was more ruthless in the strug-
gle against Russian troops, and his contribution to the longevity of the
Iravan Khanate was great. Hussein Qulu khan fought till the end. Even
after returning to the Gajar state, he became a respected man in the
Shah’s palace and died in 1839198,

The fifth sub-chapter of Chapter V is entitled “The colonial poli-
cy of the Russian Empire in the Iravan region in the 1827- mid of
1850 and the struggle against it”. This sub-chapter deals with the es-
sence of Russia’s colonial policy in the former Iravan Khanate and the
peasant movements caused by the protests. After the occupation of
Iravan, Russia pursued a policy of creating a buffer zone between the
Gajar and Ottoman states, by changing the demographic situation to

105 TTorosopsl Poccru ¢ BOCTOKOM, TIONUTHYECKHE U TOPTOBBIE, - ¢.209.

106"pu6oenos A.C. Counnenns / A.C.I'puboenos. -Mocksa: Xyn0KeCTBEHHAS JIUTe-
parypa. -1988. -¢.588; I'apaeB D. O nuuHOCTH U AesitenbHOCTH ["acan xana Kamxapa //
Kuig. T'inest. - 2018. Ne4. - ¢. 137-141.

7[1lonen U. VicTopudeckuii MamMATHUK COCTOSHUS APMSHCKOM 00JIacTh B 3MOXY €€
npucoenuHenus k Poccuiickoii ummnepuu, -¢.167, -¢.449-450, -¢.872-873, -c.883-884;
Kapxkasckuii kanennapb Ha 1852 1., -¢.444-445; Qarayev E. Irovan hakimi Hiiseynqulu
xanin hoyat1 vo foaliyysti haqqinda // Bak1: Dirgalis-XX asr. — 2012. Ne9-10. - 5.407-
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separate the region from Azerbaijan, oppressing and displacing the
Azerbaijani Turks to achieve a Christian majority here. Armenians
played a great role in this policy. After the occupation, a commandant’s
regime was established in the Iravan region, as in other regions of Azer-
baijan. The arbitrariness of the commandants and the abuse of power
caused the discontent of the people!® Armenians, who were able to get
job in the commandant’s office under the leadership of Archbishop
Nerses, especially oppressed the Azerbaijani Turks. Being oppressed by
the arbitrariness of Archbishop Nerses they even openly stated their de-
sire of moving to the territories, controlled by the Gajar state!!?. On the
other hand, the economic and legal rules applied by the tsarism in 1830-
1840 were not suitable with local conditions, and the colonial regime
gave a wide range of powers to beys, aghas and meliks, in order to get
support in the areas. Tired of these illegal actions, the villagers ex-
pressed their dissatisfaction in various forms - by complaining, evading
taxes and duties, and acting openly in political terms. In 1834 and 1851,
great protests began in the villages of Sharur daire, in 1837 - Zangazur
mahal, in the same year and in 1847-1848- Goycha mahal, and in 1851
- Zangibasar daire. However, despite the complaints, the tsarist authori-
ties sided with the landowners in their decisions'!!.

Chapter VI, entitled “The cultural life of the Iravan region”,
deals with the cultural life of the Iravan region. Various areas of culture
— science, education, literature, art and architecture had developed
here. There were madrasas operating under the traditional system-
mosques, which were historically formed in education. Both religious
and secular sciences were taught in these madrassas''?. Although the

19Kononnanshas monutuka Poccuiickoro napmsma B AsepOaiimxkane B 20-60-X TIT.
XIX B, -¢.9; Qarayev E. 1827-1850-ci illorin avvallorinda Rusiyanm fravan bolgesindo
miistomlokigilik siyasati vo kondli horokatlart // - Baki: Pedoqoji Univerisitet Xoborlori.
—2015. Ne2. - 5.104.

90 THOomEenuE p. [Tackenua k.T.c. BiyoBy, ot 16-ro HosiOps 1828 roma, -AKAK., -
1. 8, - €.259; Qarayev E. 1827-1850-ci illorin ovvallorinde Rusiyanin iravan bélgasindo
miistomlakicilik siyasati vo kondli harakatlar, -s.105-106.
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78.
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traditional education system remained as the same after the Russian oc-
cupation, the new government was forced to open new schools in the
type of European education system. On January 14, 1832, a new type
Uyezd School for boys, and on January 1, 1850, a Charity School for
girls called “Holy Ripsimi” was opened'!'® Uyezd Schools were attend-
ed by boys only. Most of the students were the children of nobles and
merchants.

Historically, the Iravan region was one of the regions distin-
guished by its poets and ashugs. Love, complaints about time and au-
thorities, and others were the main subjects in the works of poets.
Among the poets of the Iravan region can be mentioned the poet Mu-
hammadsoy (1800-1884), Almammad (1800-1868) and Aydin (1825-
1915). Such ashug schools as Goycha, Ghumri and Iravan were estab-
lished in the Iravan region. Among the brightest figures of Goycha
school, Ashug Allahverdi (1754-1860), known as Agh Ashug, his stu-
dent venerable Ashug Ali (1800-1911), his student venerable Ashug
Alasgar (1821-1926), Ashug Maharram (1825-1910), Ashug Aziz
(1825-1918), Ashug Musa (1830-1912), famous figures from the
Ghumru ashug art Ashug Tujjar (1780-1860), Ashug Beymuraz, Hassan
of Shirak, famous figures of Iravan ashug art Ashug Musa of
Basarkecher (1795-1840) can be mentioned''*. One of the distinguish-
ing feachers of the ashug schools of the Iravan region was that they had
a great influence on the Armenian ashugs, and the Armenian ashugs

ApMSIHCKOH 00JIaCcTH B 3TIOXY €€ MpHCoeAnHeHns K Poccutickoit mmmiepun, -5.902-904;
frovan xanh@: Rusiya isgali vo ermonilorin Simali Azorbaycan torpaglarma
kociirtilmasi, -s.187-188; I'apaes D. W3 ncropun KynbTypsl DpHBaHCKOTO pPETHOHA B
koHue XVII-B cpeanne XIX Beka (0Opo3oBaHMe, JuTeparypa, My3blKa, TaHIBI) //
Maxaukana: Ilareie Bcepoccuiickue (¢ MEXIyHApOJIHBIM YYacTHEM) HCTOPHKO-
aTHOrpaduueckoe YTeHWsl, NOCBSIEHHBIE TaMsATH Tpodeccopa Maromenosa Pacyna
MaromenoBuua. CoopHuk ctareit. —2018. —u.1. - ¢.201-202.
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created in Azerbaijani Turkish!">.

From the branches of art music and dance were also developed in
Iravan. Both areas beautified the Iravan majlises. Research shows that
both branches of art had had a great influence on the Armenians, who
mastered Azerbaijani music and dance.

One of the developed areas of cultural life of the Iravan region
was fine arts. An outstanding representative of the Iravan fine arts is the
great Azerbaijani artist Mirza Gadim Iravanli (1825-179). M.G. Iravan-
1i’s creativity was varied. Out of his more than 100 paintings, 25 are
currently being preserved in the Art Museum in Baku, Tiflis and St. Pe-
tersburg 6.

The Iravan region was rich in its caravanserais, fortresses,
mosques, buildings and other architectural monuments. These buildings
were especially distinguished by their originality and architectural style.
Architectural monuments of the Iravan region prove that there was a
group of architects-builders who created a number of beautiful buildings
in the mentioned period'!”.

In the “Conclusion” of the dissertation, the research was summed
up, information on the history of the Iravan region was analyzed, and
the obtained scientific results were given.

"5Sardon J. Seyahotnamo / J.Sarden, fransiz dilinden torciimo edon V.Aslanov. - Baki:
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