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I. GENERAL CIIARACTERISTICS OF THE 
DISSERTATION

Relevance of the topic and degree of development. Over the 
past 25 ycars, considcrablc success has bccn achicvcd in the direetion of 
researehing individual issues of the history of the Azerbaijani people. 
Great Leader Heydar Aliyev recommended the development of a new, 
objective view on the history of our nation in his meeting with the 
employees of ANAS, pointed out that it is necessary to re-examine this 
history, and noted that most of the historical works at the time were 
written under the influcncc of Sovict ideology, and that our nation, 
which has regained its State independence, was not satisfıed.1

In this regard, the stııdy of the scientific activity of historians, who 
playcd an exccptional role in the researeh of the history of the 
Azerbaijani people related to the Middle Ages, is one of the actual and 
important tasks facing the Science of the Motherland history. Z.M. 
Bunyadov (1923-1997) has a special place among the researchers who 
playcd an exccptional role in the development of historical scicncc and 
mcdicval studics in Azcrbaijan in accordancc with the nccds of our 
people.

The rich scientific heritage of the outstanding Azerbaijani 
historian-orientalist Z.M. Bunyadov is of special importance in modern 
times and attracts attention with its relevance. With his fundamental 
researeh works, hc sprcad the famc of the Azerbaijani school of oricntal 
studies far from our country. He was recognized in the world as an 
outstanding expert on the history of the Middle Ages East, the Arab 
Caliphate, Azerbaijan, the Caucasus and Middle (Central) Asia, and 
won the sympathy of a wide readership.2 Currently, there is no

1 “Azərbaycan” qəzeti, 1 fevral 1997-ci il.
2 Baxşəliyeva, G.B. Akademik Ziya Bünyadovun həyat və yaradıcılıq yolu // Orta 
əsrlər Şərqinin tarixşünaslığı və mənbəşünaslığı. Azərbaycan Milli Elmlər 
Akademiyasının həqiqi üzvü, Sovet İttifaqı Qəhrəmanı Ziya Musa oğlu 
Bünyadovun 90 illiyinə həsr olunmuş beynəlxalq elmi simpoziumun materialları. - 
Bakı: Elm,— 7-8 may 2012, — s. 3-10.
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researcher who can be compared to him in terms of the scope of his 
researches in the fıeld of oriental studies and historical Science of 
Azerbaijan. Z.M.Bunyadov wrote more than 450 scientifıc works 
during his 45 years of scientifıc activity. Among these works, several 
monographs, a largc numbcr of translations, commcnts on those 
translations, reviews of scientifıc works, dozens of articles preparcd for 
the Azerbaijan Soviet Encyclopcdia attract attention.3 Bascd on 
numerous sources written in different languages, Z.M. Bunyadov 
analyzed the statements of all the researchers before him about the 
religious-ideological life and ethnic landscape of the Middle Ages, 
social and statc structure, border issucs, and pointcd out thcir flaws.4 In 
the words of N.M. Velikhanli, every stage of our history was always in 
the center of his attention.5 His works have been valuable sources for a 
ncw generation of researchers. The emergence and organization of the 
fıeld of “historical gcography” in the history of the homeland is related 
to the activity of Z.M. Bunyadov6

Z.M. Bunyadov is recognized as an outstanding specialisl in the 
world with his scientifıc activity and fundamental rcscarch works, and

3 Baxşəliyeva, G.B. Akademik Ziya Bünyadovun həyat və yaradıcılıq yolu // Orta 
əsrlər Şərqinin tarixşünaslığı və mənbəşünaslığı. Azərbaycan Milli Elmlər 
Akademiyasının həqiqi üzvü, Sovet İttifaqı Qəhrəmanı Ziya Musa oğlu 
Bünyadovun 90 illiyinə həsr olunmuş beynəlxalq elmi simpoziumun materialları. — 
Bakı: Elm,- 7-8 may 2012, — s. 3-10; Bünyadov, Z.M. Biblioqrafiya. - Bakı: 
Nurlan, - 2004, s.ll.
4 Baxşəliyeva, G.B. Akademik Ziya Bünyadovun həyat və yaradıcılıq yolu // Orta 
əsrlər Şərqinin tarixşünaslığı və mənbəşünaslığı. Azərbaycan Milli Elmlər 
Akademiyasının həqiqi üzvü. Sovet İttifaqı Qəhrəmanı Ziya Musa oğlu 
Bünyadovun 90 illiyinə həsr olunmuş beynəlxalq elmi simpoziumun materialları. - 
Bakı: Elm,- 7-8 may 2012, - s. 3-10; Bünyadov, Z.M. Biblioqrafiya. - Bakı: 
Nurlan, 2004, s.ll.
5 BejmxaHJibi, H.M. 3hh Myca omu ByHuaroB — Bbuatoıımüca yueHbiü 
Aıep6aii;ı>KaHa // https://yadi.Sk/i/KtZIFxtiiTpGv
6 HcTopHHecKaa reorpacjjHS A3epöaiu>ı<aHa / Iloa pejj. J.M.byıımiTOBa. - Baxy: 
3jim,- 1987,- 146 c.
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has won the love of a wide readership.7 Z. Bunyadov laid the foundation 
of a new method of historical research, so the approach to that method 
was ambiguous. In this fıeld, along withx opinions of eminent scientists 
based on world scientifıc values we come across opinions far from 
scicntifıc.9 Over the past 50 ycars, the hubbub of Amıcnian “scientists” 
trying to blackcn Z. Bunyadov’s scientifıc woıks and his personality has 
not subsided. The number of such “specialists” is inereasing year by 
year. Z.M.Bunyadov gave a worthy answer to those assiduous people: 
‘it is ncccssary to remember a simplc fact that the writing of a scientifıc 
work in the fıeld of ancient and medieval history requires the author to 
know ancient languages, special language training, understanding of 
historical material on source studies and textual studies.” 10 Those 
“researchers” wcrc so afraid of Z. Bunyadov and his scientifıc heritagc 
that they spoke out against him in clusters and tricd to confusc the 
readers, and these cases are happening now.11

The scientifıc heritage of Z.M. Bunyadov, who gave unique 
works to world orienlal studies, was the object of research by many 
researchers even during his lifetime.12 İn 1999, when “Selcctcd works”

7 AöayjıxanHMOB, E. BKJia/ı aKa/jeMmca 3.M.EyHnaTOBa b H3yHeHne HCTOpım 
UeHTpajibHoiı A3hh // Azərbaycan Milli Elmlər Akademiyasının həqiqi üzvü, 
Sovet İttifaqı Qəhrəmanı Ziya Musa oğlu Bünyadovun 90 illiyinə həsr olunmuş 
beynəlxalq elmi simpoziumun materialları (Bakı, 7-8 may 2012). Orta əsrlər 
Şərqinin tarixşünaslığı və mənbəşünaslığı. - Bakı: Elm, - 2012, - c. 13.
8 BeüJiHC, B.M. LJejıeycTpeMJieHHbiH n njıoaoTBopHbiH Tpya (3ııa MycaeBHH KaK 
hctohhhkobcji ıı MCTopıiK) // Ölümdən güclü. — Bakı: Elm, — 2002, — s.584.
9 EymiHTOB, 3.M. Euıe o/uih, 3aMopcKHii, noaneBana, hjih «pa3bicKaHnn» PoGepra 
XeBceHa // https://yadi.Sk/i/fiUw31F9iTWXX ; MejniKOB, P.C. Fİ3 ncTOpmı 
3opoacTpti3Ma b A3ep6afu>Kane // Azərbaycan Milli Elmlər Akademiyasının 
həqiqi üzvü, Sovet İttifaqı Qəhrəmanı Ziya Musa oğlu Bünyadovun 90 illiyinə həsr 
olunmuş beynəlxalq elmi simpoziumun materialları. Orta əsrlər Şərqinin 
tarixşünaslığı və mənbəşünaslığı. - Bakı: Elm, - 7-8 may 2012, - c. 146-149.
10 Bünyadov Z.M. Biblioqrafiya. Bakı: Nurlan, 2004. 128 s.
11 Bünyadov Z.M. Biblioqrafiya. Bakı: Nurlan, 2004. 128 s.
12 ibn Khordadbeh. Kitab al-masalik val-mamalik / ibn Khordadbeh. - Leyden: M. 
de Gouye, - 1889; Orta əsr ərəb mənbələrində Azərbaycan tarixinə aid materiallar. 
- Bakı: Nurlan, - 2005, - s.87; byHHHTOB, 3.M. O 30-m TpaıcraTe A6y-Ji-KacıiMa 
Xajıaıjıa h6h A66aca a3-3axpaBH //- MocKBa: Bccthhk AMH CCCP. — 1980, - t. 
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of the scientist were published in three volumes in Russian, the compiler 
included a list of 214 works of the academician in the last volume of this 
publication. A complete list of the scientist’s works was published in 
2004. The bibliography includes list of 540 works of Z.Bunyadov. 
Whcn revicwing the scientist’s scicntifıc heritage, spccial attention 
should be paid to the works and statements of Armenian historians who 
criticized him with bias. By illuminating these problems, we can once 
again determine the extent to which the prominent Azerbaijani historian 
served the native land and its people.

The presented dissertation is the first attempt in the fıeld of special 
and comprchensive researeh of the rich scientifıc heritage of this 
prominent seholar in the history of the Fatherland related to the history 
of the Middle Ages. In the process of writing the dissertation, the 
scientifıc monographs, articles and translatcd sourccs of the outstanding 
scientist Z.M. Bunyadov, as well as Arabic, Persian, Armenian, 
Georgian and Ottoman sources, which were not known to researchers 
until then, were widely used. Those works and sources are the main 
mcans for solving many important problems of the mcdicval history of 
the Azerbaijani people. The scientist uscd the works dcdicatcd to 
geography, linguistics, seismology, medicine and astrophysics, as well 
as sources providing information about historical and religious- 
ideological events, and wrote comments on these works. The written 
sources included by the scientist in the scientifıc circulation can be 
conditionally divided into several parts: 1) Works of Muslim authors; 2) 
local Christian sources and Armenian-language sources about the 
history of Azerbaijan; 3) the works of other Christian authors. C'hapter 
III of our researeh is devoted to the analysis of these works.

Z.M. Bunyadov’s monograph “Azerbaijan in the 7th-9th 
centuries” was the first major researeh work in Soviet historiography

9, — c.75-78; EyHuaroB, 3.M. CBeaeHHM o komctbx, SBesaax, MeTeopax m 
iaTMCHHMX B HCKOTOpblX Cpe/lHeBei«)HI>IX apaÖCKHX HCTOHHHKaX // WSBeCTHH AH 
A3ep6aäa>KaHCKOH CCP. Cepua (|)H3HKO-TexHHHecKHX h MaTeMaTHHecKiıx HayK. - 
1977,-N“4,-c. 106-112.
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dedicated to the period of the Arab Caliphate in the history of the 
Motherland. The author comprehensively analyzed the socio-economic, 
political, cultural, religious-ideological life of the Azerbaijani people on 
the eve of the Arab invasions, and investigated many complicated 
historical issues in dctail. This work was writtcn on the basis of 
Albanian, Armenian, Georgian, Byzantine, Arabic, Syriac sources. 13 
The last historical event studied in the work is related to the year H. 317 
(929/930 AD).14 İn that work, a special place was given to the struggle 
of the Azerbaijani people for freedom against the Caliphate, and the 
Khurrami movement headed by Babek was studied.

In the presented dissertation, special attention is paid to the 
activity of the scientist in the fıeld of source studies. In 1964, Z. 
Bunyadov published his work “Summary of sources on the history of 
Azcrbaijan. Arabic Sources” in Russian.15 In that work, he dcfıncd the 
place of each source in the study of the history of Azerbaijan by giving 
comments to about 70 Arabic-language sources. Many of the scholar’s 
translations from those sources related to Babek and Khurramids were 
rcflcctcd in his monograph “Azcrbaijan in the 7th-9th ccnturics”. 
Albanian Christian sources occupy a special place in the study of the 
history of Azerbaijan. Mkhitar Gosh’s “Albanian Chronicle” was 
published at the initiative of Z.M. Bunyadov, and Z.M.Bunyadov 
discovcrcd the unknown pagcs of Musa Kalankatuklu’s “History of 
Albania”.16

İn 1978, Z.M.Bunyadov’s monograph entitlcd “The 
Azerbaijani state of Atabeys (1136-1225 years)” was published. By

13 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan VII-IX əsrlərdə / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Azəməşr,
- 1989, -s.7
14 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan VII-IX əsrlərdə / Z.M.Bünyadov. — Bakı: Azərnəşr,
- 1989, - s.212.
15 BynıuiTOB, 3.M. 06'jop hctohhhkob no ncTopıın A'jcp6aiia>Kana / 
3.M.ByHnai0B. — Baxy: Hj^aıejibciBO Aksacmuh HayK AjepöaüaiKaHCKOH CCP, - 
1964,-36 c.
16 Qoş, Mxitar. Alban xronikası // - Bakı: AzSSP EA-nın xəbərləri. İctimai elmlər 
seriyası. - 1960. N»3, - 268 s.
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writing and publishing this work, he defıned the role and importance 
of that State in the history of evolution, social-political, economic and 
cultural life of the region. According to him, the people of 
Azerbaijan experienced the “golden age” of their social and cultural 
life, the Rcnaissancc stagc. 17 The scicntist wrotc this work bascd on 
many sources written in different languages. In that work, he 
presented to us the poorly illuminated aspects of the history of the 
Eldeniz State. The scientist enriched the history of our country with 
important information from written sources, with his articles 
dedicated to this state, and for the fırst time illuminated the history of 
this state in chronological order. The economic, social and cultural 
life of Azerbaijan during the Seljuk Empire was examined in this 
monograph, which is the product of his many years of hard work. In 
the work, the important role played by the Atabey state of Azerbaijan 
in the life of the peoples of the Middle East in the second half of the 
12th - the fırst quarter of the 13th century was also shown. The 
author introduced many valuable sources and materials reflecting the 
political conditions in the Caucasus at that time into the scientifıc 
circulation for the fırst time through this monograph.Ix

The written sources that he involved in the researeh are a great 
contribution to the study of the history of Azerbaijan, as well as the 
history of the peoples of the South Caucasus, Front Asia, and Middle 
(Central) Asia as a whole. Thanks to the publication of the above- 
mcntioncd monograph and the publication of written sources, Z.M. 
Bunyadov published the work “The State of the Khorazmshahs- 
Anushtaginies” in 1986. In his monographs, Z. Bunyadov presented 
the history of the intense struggle between the feudal lords of the 
region until the beginning of the 13th century based on the primary 
written sources. In 1978, the scientist’s monograph “The Azerbaijani

17 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Elm, — 
1985,-s. 221-226.
18 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Elm, - 
1985,-s. 11.
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State of Atabeys (1136-1225 years)” published in Russian was 
awarded the State Prize of the Azerbaijan SSR in 1980. National 
Leader H.A. Aliyev (1923-2003), who appriciated this work, said: 
“The work of late academician Z.M. Bunyadov is one of the most 
valuable works writtcn in the history of Azerbaijan”.19 
Z.Bunyadov’s research the history and culture of Khorazm, his 
activities in the direetion of solving the environmental problems of 
the Aral Sea were highly appreciated by the leadership of the 
Uzbekistan SSR, and he was eleeted an honorary citizen of the city 
of Urgenj.20

In his monograph “Azerbaijan in the 7th-9th centuries” 
published in Russian in 1965 and translated into Azerbaijani in 1989, 
Z.M. Bunyadov studied the medieval sources and investigated the 
reasons for the Gregorianization and Armcnianization of the 
Albanian ethnos, and how Armenian historians deliberately distorted 
Albanian written sources, and showed that they destroyed and 
falsified the history of Azerbaijan, and gave them a worthy answer 
on scientifıc grounds. Sincc 1987, Z.Bunyadov bcgan to cxposc 
Armenian “researchers” and thcir supporters.

When evaluating the scientifıc activity of Z.M. Bunyadov, it 
can be noted that the school created by the scientist in the history of 
Azerbaijan lives on, and many researchers will use his translations 
from Arabic-language sources for a long time. Z.Bunyadov’s 
scientifıc activity can be assessed in his own words: “Today’s 
thinking gets its strength from yesterday’s”. I wish that not only 
historians, but also people from other fields will benefıt from the 
results of my many years of work, and that they will ensure 
unbreakable connections between the hearts, minds and souls of the

19 Naxçıvan sancağının müfəssəl dəftəri. 9 məhərrəm 1140 (27 avqust 1727); / 
Giriş və tərcümə akademik Ziya Bünyadov və Hüsaməddin Məmmədov 
(Qaramanlı). - Bakı: Sabah, - 1997, - s. 48-49.
20 Bax: Ölümdən güclü. Tahirə Bünyadova. Ziya mənim taleyimdir. Ziya 
Bünyadov müasirlərinin xatirələrində. — Bakı: Elm, — 2002. — 240 s.
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past and today”.21 The presented dissertation serves to fulfıll the 
scientist’s dreams.

The object and subject of the researeh. The object of the 
researeh is academician Z. Bunyadov’s scientifıc creativity during 
the ycars 1959-1997, and the subject is the relation of the mcdieval 
history, historical-geographical, source studies, historiographical 
issues of Azerbaijan to current problems even today.

The goals aııd objectivcs of the researeh. The importance 
of the dissertation work is dctermincd by the researeh object of the 
subject. The main goal of the dissertation is to investigate a part of 
the rich scientifıc heritage of Z.M. Bunyadov, which covcrs the 
medieval history of Azerbaijan, to comprehensively evaluate and 
researeh the scientifıc innovations brought by the scientist to the 
history of Azerbaijan, oriental studies, and many other scientifıc 
issues. In order to achieve this goal, the researeher tried to fulfıll 
the following important tasks:

- To investigate the setling of problems related to the study of 
the mcdieval history of our people in the history of Azerbaijan until 
Z.M. Bunyadov;

- To determine the main source studies base of 
Z.M.Bunyadov’s researeh objects;

- on the basis of an objective and scientifıc approach to 
historical processes, to determine the innovations brought by 
Z.Bunyadov to many issues related to mcdieval Albania, including 
the borders of the Albanian State during the Sassanid period, the 
socio-political structure of the country, the religious-ideological and 
ethnic landscape of the Motherland;

- based on the written sources of the studied period, the course 
of the Arab invasions, Arab-Khazar relations, political position of 
Albania in these circumstances and the role of the Armenian 
Gregorian Church in the abolition of the Mehrani dynasty, to 
investigate the scientist’s attitude to the issues of the socio-economic

Bunyadov Z.M. Biblioqrafiya. - Bakı: Nurlan, - 2004, - s. 5. 
10
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development of Azerbaijan during the Caliphate, that is, to express a 
specifıc attitude to the style of writing, and at the same time to reveal 
biased opinions about the legacy of the scientist in the Motherland 
and world history;

- To shcd light on the scicntist’s attitude to the causes of the 
religious-political and ideological uprisings that led to the collapse of 
the Arab Caliphate, the first feudal states in Azerbaijan, and to 
confırm the objectivity of that attitude with the latest researeh;

- To examine Z. Bunyadov’s scientifıc idcas and conclusions 
related to the political and social relations established in Azerbaijan 
in the 12th-13th ccnturies, the Atabcy state and its placc in the 
history of Azerbaijan statehood, interstate relations of the time, 
issues of historical geography, and to show the main direetions of the 
scicntist’s researeh in this fıeld;

- by examining the works done by the orientalist, historian Z. 
Bunyadov in the fıeld of source studies, to determine his attitude to 
those sources, translations, and the place of these sources in the 
illumination of the history of Azerbaijan.

Research methods. The mcthodological basis of the researeh 
work is the historical researeh method. All the sources and data 
included in the researeh were systematized based on a critical 
approach, the problem was investigated based on the comparison of 
materials and facts refleeted in various researeh works; sources, 
facts and events were summarizcd, and an attempt was madc to 
interpret them comprehensively. In the course of the researeh, 
preference was given to historicity, a scientifıc approach to 
historical events, and comparative analysis.

Main provisions of the defence.
- Z. Bunyadov is a fundamental researeher of the early 

medieval history of Azerbaijan, and the direetions defıned for our 
historiography in his works are stili relevant today;

- The borders of early medieval Albania, defıned by scientists, 
prevented the Armcnian claims to the historical lands of Azerbaijan 
on a scientifıc level;

11



- The progress and mechanism of the Arab invasions were 
systematically studied by Z.M. Bunyadov, the Arab-Khazar- 
Albanian relations were comprehensively investigated, while the 
scientist approached history from the perspective of Azerbaijani 
statchood;

- The scholar’s scientific conclusions on the issues of ideology, 
Islamization and ethnogenesis of the Khurrami movement have 
contradictory points with our contemporary historiography;

- Z.M. Bunyadov followed the socio-economic issues in the 
history of Azerbaijan in the 3rd-1 lth centuries based on sources and 
gave a scientific explanation of thcm;

- He prevented the Armenian evil-doers who try to usurp the 
historical heritage of Azerbaijan by proving at a scientific level that 
the feudal lords of Albanian origin were not Armenian;

- 9th-13th centuries Azerbaijani statehood, the origin and 
activities of dynasties were widely covered by Z.M. Bunyadov, and 
the groundless claims of Armenian and Georgian historians were 
answered;

- The scholarəs fundamental researeh on the Scljuk invasions 
and the State of the Atabeys of Azerbaijan is an important 
contribution to our nation’s statehood history;

- Z. Bunyadov enriched the source studies of Azerbaijan by 
translating the sources of our 3rd-1 Xth centuries history.

Scientific novelty of the researeh. The dissertation is the 
first scientific-research work dedicated to the comprehensive study 
of the researeh works of the scientist in the history of the 
Motherland, which illuminates the medieval history of the 
Azerbaijani people, and the information refleeted in the sources. In 
the dissertation work, an attempt was made to define the scientific 
innovations brought by Z. Bunyadov to the history of Azerbaijan and 
oriental studies, and the role of these innovations in the development 
of history. Other aspeets that determine the scientific innovation of 
the dissertation arc the following:

- In the work, an attempt was made to evaluate Z. Bunyadov’s 
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attitude to the history of the early medieval ages, especially to the 
main development directions of ancient and early medieval 
Azerbaijani Albania, to the problems and mistakes created by 
Armenian and Soviet historians in this fıeld;

- in the dissertation, an effort was madc to comprchcnsively 
study the attitude of the scientist to the socio-political processes and 
events that took place in Azerbaijan on the eve of the Arab invasions 
and during the period of Arab rule, the position and role of religion, 
and the investigation of the factors that played a leading role in the 
formation of the nation;

- in the research work, the place of the scholar’s monograph 
“Azerbaijan in the 7th-9th centuries” in the Science of Homeland and 
world history is determined on the basis of critical (including biased) 
opinions written about the work;

- In the dissertation, bascd on Z. Bunyadov’s vicws on the 
religious and political uprisings that took place in Azerbaijan, 
including the Khurrami movement that led to the weakening of the 
Arab Caliphate, the statements of various seholars on the ideology of 
that movement during the lifc of the acadcmician and later, on the 
emergence of feudal States in Azerbaijan as a result of this 
movement, considerations in the Science of history on the creation of 
these States were analyzed;

- Z. Bunyadov’s provisions on the political structure, political 
history of the Azerbaijani Atabcy statc, and its position in the 
international relations of the time were analyzed in detail;

- The special value of the translation and interpretation of 
medieval eastem sources, which constitute an important part of Z.M. 
Bunyadov’s scientifıc crcativity, in the history of the Mothcrland, 
and its importance for the Science of history, was fırst attempted to 
comprehensively analyze this heritage.

Theoretical and practical significance of the research. The 
materials and scientifıc results obtained during the research can be 
uscd in the study of many issucs of the history of the Azerbaijani 
people from the 3rd to the 18th centuries, in the writing and 
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publication of generalized works on Azerbaijan history, in the 
process of education, training and historical propagation.

Approbation and application. The researeh work was carried out 
at the department “Mcdieval history of Azerbaijan” of A.A. Bakikhanov 
Institutc of History and Ethnology of ANAS. The main provisions of 
the dissertation are refleeted in the author’s 9 published articles and 
scientific reports at three intemational conferences.

The name of the institution wherc the dissertation work was 
performed. The dissertation was completed at the department 
“Medieval history of Azerbaijan” of A.A. Bakikhanov Institute of 
History and Ethnology of the Azerbaijan National Aeadcmy of 
Sciences. It was discussed with the participation of invited experts at the 
extended meeting of the mentioned department, and recommended to be 
defended.

The total volume of the dissertation, including structural 
sections. The total volume of the dissertation (the bibliography being 
exception) is 287960 characters. Introduction - 22.953 characters, 
Chaptcr I — 98422 characters, Chaptcr II — 101786 characters, 
Chaptcr III -47.619 characters and conclusion 17180 characters

II.THE MAİN CONTENT OE THE DİSSERTATİON

İn the “Introduction” part of the dissertation, the rclcvancc of 
the researched topic is justifıed, the level of development of the 
researeh is explained; the goals and objectives of the dissertation are 
taken into account, the theoretical and methodological bases, 
scientific innovation and scientifıc-practical signifıcance of the 
researeh are explained.

Chapter I of the dissertation work is entitled “Z.M. Bunyadov 
as a researeher of the earlv medieval history of the Azerbaijani 
people”. This chapter consists of two sub-ehapters. In the first sub- 
chapter entitled “The history of the Azerbaijani people before the
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Arab invasions”, among the problems of the history of the 3rd-7th 
ccnturics of Azerbaijan the political, cthno-confessional history and 
the answers given to false territorial claims of “Armenian historians”, 
the issues of historical geography in Z. Bunyadov’s monograph 
“Azerbaijan in the 7th-9th centuries” wcrc analyzcd and the 
importance of the researeh was brought into consideration. Here, the 
positive opinions of various scientists about the monograph, 22 
examples of the blackening company of “Armenian and pro- 
Armcnian scientists” against the work arc given in detail.23

22 BeiiJiHC, B.M. Ll,eneycTpeMJieıiHbiii u ruıojjoTBopHbiii Tpyu (3 hm MycaeBHH kuk 
HCTOHHHKOBea h hctophk) // ölümdən güclü. - Bakı: Elm, - 2002, - s.240; Bcjimcb, 
E.A. Otjmb o paooıe 3.M.ByHHsıoBa «A3ep6aü;iH<aH b VII-IX bb.», i ıpejıcıaBjıaeMOH 
b KaneciBe /iHccepıaıiHH Ha concKamıe yneııon creııeHH /joıcropa ncropnHecKnx nayı< 
// http://zivabunvadov.com/ru/otvet/ ; EyHHMTOBa, T. 3aa - mom cyaböa // Cıuibnee 
CMepTiı. 3hm ByHHMTOB b BocnoMHHaHHSx coBpeMeHHHKOB. - Baxy: Elm, - 2002, c.41; 
BenHxaHJibi, H.M. 3hm Myca orjibi EyHHSTOB — Rhi;ıaıoınnHCM yneHMÜ AaepöaivpıcaHa 
// https://yadi.Sk/i/KtZlFxtiiTpGv; TpMineBHH, n.A. OribiB o paöoıe 3.M.ByıiH«TOBa 
«A3ep6aiıj>Kan b VII-IX bb.» // https://yadi.Sk/i/kc94 QohiTWEJ; EymiMTOB, 3.M. 
PajMblLUJICHHM 110 lIOBO^y KHHİH A.H.Tcp-rCBOHİLMHa «ApMCHHM M ApaGcKHİİ 

xajiH<]ıaT» (EpeBaH: 1977, 319 c.) // — BaKy: HiRecııiM Akr/icmuu Hayıc 
AıepSaü/iMOHCKOH CCP. CepıiM hctophh, (|)hmoco(|)hh u npaBa. — 1977. — N«4, — c. 
115-116; MasıcjoBa, 0.4». Oh 6mji cbctohcm hcthhhofo MHpa//- Bakı: Azərbaycan 
şərqşünaslığı. - 2012. Ns2 (8), - s. 22-23 ; Brands, H.W. Azcrbaidshan im VII-IX Jh. // 
ZQDM,-Frankfurt a. M.:-Bd 119, - 1968,-pp. 198-199.
2’ K ocBemeHHio npoojıe.M ncropıiH h Kyjibiypbi XaBKaıcKOH AjıGamın u BocroHHbix 
npoBHHUHH ApMeHHH // http://armenianhousc.org/caucasian-albania; MuaııaKaHMiı, 
A.LLI., Ccbük n.C. FIo noBo/ıy khh™ 3. EyHuaroBa «Aicp6aiijı>KaH b VII IX bb.» // K 
ocBeıııeHHKi npoÖJieM hctophh h KyjibTypbi KaBxaıcKOH AaGaHuıı h boctohhmx 
npoBHHUHH ApMeHHH / CocraBHTejib II.M.MypaaMH. - EpeBaH: K34-BO EpeBaHCKoro 
yıiHBepcHTeTa, - 1991, - c. 296-310; MenHK-Oraj/KatuiH, K.A. Mctophko- 
jiHTcpaTypHaa KOHLicnmiM 3.ByHHMT0Ba // EpeBaH: Bccthhk apxıiBOB Apmchhh, - 
1968. N"2, - c.169-189; Hewsen, Robcri H. Ethno-History and Armenian influcnsc 
upon the Caucasian Albanians // Classical Armenian Culture. Influense and Creativity / 
by Th.Samuclian. - 1982. JVe4, - p. 27-40; EyıiHMTOB, 3.M Otbct mohm kphthksm h 
onnoneırraM // https://www.ziyabunyadov.com/blank-c 1 iqa; Baöaaıı, 4.0.
ConHajibHo-ƏKOHOMHHecKaa h nojiHTHHecKaa hctophh ApMeHHH Xlll-XIV bb. / 
JI.O.BaöaaH. — MocKBa: Hayxa, — 1969. — 336 c.; AjıexııepoB, A.O Eme p33 06 
ƏTHoee-pa3pyuiHTejıe hjih o hcm 3bchht kojiokojibhhk B.A.LLİHHpejibMaHa (pcucH3HM 
Ha KHHry B.A.LLİHHpejibMaHa «BoiİHbi iiummih. MucJim meHTH'iHocrb h nojiHTHxa b 
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Defining the borders of early medieval Albania was a very 
important issuc.

Based on the primary sources of the period, Z. Bunyadov for 
the fırst time investigated the history of Albanian Christianity, the 
structurc of the Albanian church, and Albanian litcraturc. Hc wrotc 
in his answer to the Armcnian researchers: “Both written sources and 
archaeological excavation materials show that at the beginning of the 
5th century, the northcm part of Azerbaijan (Arran) had its own 
alphabet. A fragmcnt of the Albanian alphabct found during the 
excavation in Mingachevir confırms that Arran had its own, local 
seript in the 7th-8th ccnturics, and this seript existed bcforc the 
establishmcnt of Arab rulc in the country. 24 The seholar analyzcd in 
detail the campaigns of the Khazars, the years of their rule in 
Azerbaijan, Sassanid-Byzantinc relations, and corrcctly evaluated the 
political activity of the Albanian patriareh Viro.25

In the researches of Z. Bunyadov, the information about the 
marehes of the Arabs to Azerbaijan, the occupation process, the 
social relations that arose during this period, the towns, the new tax 
system, the resettlement policy, the results of Gregorianization, 
popular movements and ideology is explained in the second sub- 
chapler enlitled “Azerbaijan as part of the Arab Caliphate”. The 
scientist has specified the times of the battles of the Sasanian-Arab 
war, and highlighted the participation of Albanians, especially 
Javanshir, in this war.26

In the monographs of Z.M. Bunyadov, the distances between 
the towns, erossings and trade routes in the territory of Azerbaijan

3aKaBKa3be. MocKBa: 2003)» // - Eaxy: «A3ep6aüa>KaH u a3ep6aä/ı>KaHHbi». - 2010. 
Näl-2. Vol. 105-106, -c.48-63.
24 Bünyadov Z.M. Azərbaycan VII-1X əsrlərdə. Bakı: Azəməşr, 1989, 336 s., s.58.
25 MaMeaoBa, c&.JIx. KaBKascKaa AjıGawtM u ajıöaHbi / <t>.Z(>K.MaMeaoBa. - Baxy: 
Hemp KccjıeAOBaHHH KaBKa3CKOH AjıöaHHH, — 2005. 161.
26 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan VI1-IX əsrlərdə / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Azəməşr, 
- 1989,-s. 72-73,80, 117.
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and in the neighborhood are precisely indicated. 27 Here there is 
infomıation about the moncy that circulatcd in the tcrritory of 
Azerbaijan during the Sassanids and the Arab Caliphate.28

Z.M. Bunyadov also analyzed Javanshir’s relations with the 
Byzantinc Empirc and the Khazar Khanatc in the 50s and 60s of the 
7th century. 29 Aftcr the Arabs broke connections of Albania’s lands 
with Byzantium, Javanshir ended his vassal relationship with the 
Byzantinc emperor. In 667, hc met the caliph Muawiya in Sham 
(Damascus). The seholar wrote that “the ycar 667 was his first and 
only visit to Damascus”.30

İn 685 using the wcakncss of the Arabs under the pretext of the 
dcath of Javanshir the Khazars cntcrcd Albania. Varaz-Tiridatcs 
could not maintain his power by maneuvering between three 
powcrful States. In 705, the Ishkhan rulc was abolishcd in Albania, 
and Albania became part of the Arab Caliphate under the name 
“Arran”.

The monograph also touched on the social situation, land and 
tax policy in Azerbaijan during the Arab era.31

Z. Bunyadov was also interested in the administrative 
management of the Arab Caliphate in Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan was 
included in the third region ruled by govemor-general together with 
Arran, “Armeniyye”, Algeria and Asia Minor. The borders of 
Azerbaijan stretehed from Derbend to Zanjan. This historical- 
administrativc unit has nothing to do with “Armcnia”, which was

27 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan VII-IX əsrlərdə / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Azəməşr,
- 1989, — s. 141-162.
2S Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan VII-IX əsrlərdə / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Azəməşr,
- 1989,-s. 147-149.
29 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan V11-1X əsrlərdə / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Azərnəşr, - 
1989,-s. 75-76.
30 Bünyadov Z.M. Azərbaycan VII-IX əsrlərdə / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Azəməşr, — 
1989,-s.77
31 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan VII-IX əsrlərdə / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Azərnəşr,
- 1989, - s. 83-84, s. 113-114, s. 126, s. 129.
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created in 1918.
İn Z.M. Bunyadov’s fırst monograph, issucs of cthnogcncsis 

were also touched upon.
Z.M. Bunyadov introduced the Pavlikian movement into the 

history of Azerbaijan as a ncw research problem. This movement 
originated in Albania, and from there it spread to the territory of 
“Armeniyye” and the Byzantine Empire. Pavlikians are mentioned in 
706/707 and in 768 in Partav (Barda) church resolutions. According 
to Z.M. Bunyadov, “Balaskanians or Bcylaganians could havc bccn 
Pavlikians”.32

The Khurrami movement and Babck are also rcflcctcd in the 
work. For the fırst timc in Sovict historiography, the scicntist 
collected and systematized all the information about the concept of 
“Khurram” while studying the Khurrami movement lcd by Babck. 
N.M. Velikhanli continued Z.M. Bunyadov’s ideas about the word 
“Khurram” and wrote that the word “Khurram” does not come from 
the Persian concept of “khur, khvar-fıre, sun”, but from “khvarena”, 
“khurra” (Arabic “abundance”, i.e. originated from the concept of 
“divine blessing”). 33 Recently, the facts about “Babek’s being a 
Muslim” is also said.34

According to Z.M. Bunyadov, Bazz Castle was located in the 
west of Varsa and in the east of modern Ordubad, somewhere 
between these two locations, in the area surrounded by the Araz 
(Araxcs)Rivcr from the north, the Garasu Rivcr from the east, the 
Ahar River from the south, and the Hajilarchayi River from the west, 
i.e. a mountain province Garadagh.35

32 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan VII-IX əsrlərdə / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Azəməşr, 
- 1989,-s. 213,216,218.
33 Vəlixanlı, N.M. Bir daha xürrəmilər, xürrəmdinlər, babəkilər və onların ideya 
sələfləri və xələfləri haqqında // Bakı: Azərbaycan Elmlər Akademiyasının 
xəbərləri. Tarix, fəlsəfə və hüquq seriyası. — 1997, Na 1-4, — s. 93-94.
34 Bayramlı, C.M. Babək və hürrəmilik (yalanlar və gerçəklər) / C.M.Bayramlı. — 
Bakı: Kitab aləmi, - 2011, - s. 23.
35 Bax: ByHHHTOB, 3.M. O MCCTOHaxo>K.ucHnn cpeijHCBCKOBbix ropoaoB-KpenocTCİi
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Chapter II of the dissertation work is entitled “The medieval 
statehood history of the Azerbaijani people in the scientific 
creativitv of Z.M. Bunyadov”. This chapter consists of two sub- 
chapters. İn the first sub-ehapter entitled “The place and role of the 
9th-l Ith centıırics feııdal States in the history of Azerbaijani 
statehood”, the significance of Z.M. Bunyadov’s proof in Sovict 
history that the feudal lords of Albanian origin were not Armenians 
was brought into considcration, and the origin and activity of 
Mazyadi and Saji dynastics, which laid the foundations of the 
Shirvanshah and Saji States in Azerbaijan during the collapse of the 
Arab Caliphatc, Arab migration policy, the scholar’s rcscarchcs 
related to Sanars and Saqlabs (Slavs or Slavic people) were analyzcd.

During the collapse of the Caliphate, one of the States that 
cmcrgcd on the territory of Azerbaijan was the State of the 
Shirvanshahs (Mazyadis).The Services of Z. Bunyadov are 
particularly important in the study of this problem. He noted that the 
first official Melik of Shirvan was Yazid ibn Mazyad al-Sheybani, a 
member of the Rabia tribe, who was the ruler of “Azerbaijan, 
Armeniyye, Arran and Derbend” at the same time. In 851, Caliph 
Mutawakkil gave Bab al-Abwab (Derbend) to Muhammad ibn 
Khalid as an iqta. Muhammad ibn Khalid was appointed the lasl 
governor of the Caliphate in Azerbaijan, “Armeniyye” and Arran in 
about 856 with the help of Bugha al-Kabir. In 861, Ileysam ibn 
Khalid took advantagc of the dcath of his brothcr Mutawakkil and 
the riots in Baghdad, and declared the “independence” of Shirvan.36

Z.M. Bunyadov studied the works of researchers dealing with 
the Saji State and noted that “their authors were not familiar with the 
main sources that shed light on the history of this dynasty”. The

Ba33 h LLlaKH // — MocKBa: KparxHC cooGihchhm HHCTHTyra HapoaoB A3hm (AH 
CCCP). - BbiııycK. 47. - ApaöcKue CTpaHbi. — 1961, — c. 89-93.
36 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan VI1-IX əsrlərdə / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Azərnəşr, 
- 1989,-s. 195.
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scientist noted “that historical fıgure (Aas-s-Saj Divdad - E.Q.) was 
from the mountainous village of Jankakat in Usrushana, and was one 
of the famous Turkish commanders and the founder of the 
eponymous dynasty”.37

Aftcr supprcssing the riots in Baghdad in 892, Caliph al- 
Mutadid Muhammad ibn Abu Saj again appointed the viceroy of 
Azerbaijan, “Armeniyye” and other mountainous countries. A coin 
was nıintcd in his name during the rcign of Muhammad in 898. 
During the rcign of Yusuf, Arran, Shcki and Shirvan were unitcd to 
the Saji State. For the fırst time during the reign of Yusif, the lands of 
Azcrbaijan were unitcd into a singlc statc.

As carly as 915, the territory of Azcrbaijan within the Saji statc 
“extended to the towns of Ani and Dvin in the west, to the Caspian 
Sca in the cast, to Zanjan in the south, and to Darbcn in the north. 
Yusif ibn Abu-s-Saj was eager to attack the Khazar Khaganate and 
reduce their influence on Azerbaijan by restoring the Derbend 
fortress. 38 While illuminating the history of the Saji state, the 
scientist looked superfıcially at the Russian raids on the shores of the 
Caspian Sea and Azerbaijan.

In the second sub-ehapter entitled “Azerbaijan Atabey State 
as an important stage in the history of statehood”, the necessity of 
writing a monograph by the author dedicated to the history of that 
state and the issues highlighted in the work are considered. Z. 
Bunyadov’s researeh on the Scljuk invasion of Azcrbaijan, the 
military and political events that took place in the Seljuk state of İraq 
during the last period of the Great Seljuk Empire (1055-1157), 
becoming of Shamseddin Eldeniz an independent ruler, and his 
internal and foreign policy were analyzed here. The relations 
between Arslan Shah (1160-1176)-Mohammed Jahan Pahlavan,

37 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan VII-IX əsrlərdə / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Azəməşr, 
- 1989,-s. 196.
38 AaeKnepoB, A.cp. IIo noBojy nponcxoacneHHS HeKOTopbix Ha3BaHiın // - Bakı: 
Türkologiya, — 2011.4 c. s.62-63.
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Abbasid caliph - Toğrul III - Qizil Arslan, Abubekr - Toğrul III - 
Qutluq Inanj - Khorazemshah Tekesh were analyzcd in the 
monograph.

The structure of the Atabey state and the study of socio- 
cconomic issucs were also considcrcd in this sub-chaptcr. Z. 
Bıınyadov’s work about Atabey - Shirvanshah relations, the 
genealogy of the Shirvanshahs and their cultural construction work 
arc also analyzcd in this sub-chaptcr. The coming to powcr of the 
Eldcniz dynasty in Azerbaijan in the 12th-l 3th ccnturics was one of 
the results of those processes. Azerbaijani Atabeys played a leading 
role in thcsc processes.39 Z.M. Bunyadov noted that in 1136, Sultan 
Masud gavc Arran to Eldcniz as iqta, and after that hc gradually 
possessed the entire Azerbaijan. İn November 1160, Eldeniz came to 
Hamadan togcthcr with Arslan Shah and his 20.000 men troops Thcy 
put a crowned Arslanshah in a solemn ceremony. From that day, 
Shamseddin Eldeniz was appointed “Great atabey”, his eldest son 
Muhammad Jahan Pahlavan was appointed the amir-hajibi of the 
sultan, and his second son Gizil Arslan was appointed the supreme 
commander of the sultan’s army.40 Shamseddin Eldeniz was the real 
head of the Seljuk sultanate of İraq. 41 Z. Bunyadov conducted a 
scientifıc dcbate with R.A.Hüseynov regarding the “atabey” 
institution, and explained the essence of that institution during the 
Eldeniz period.42 During the reign of Shamseddin Eldeniz, the

39 Bax: Tonypwa, Ü.A. 3.M.EyHHHTOB. TocyaapcTBo araoeKOB AıepoaH.iJKaHa 
(1136-1125). Baxy: 3jim, 1978 // - MocKBa: Hapoabi A3hh ıı AcjıpHKH. - 1982, 
N»5,- c. 189-192.
40 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Elm, - 
1985.-s. 44-46.

41 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Elm, - 
1985.-s. 171-172.
42 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. Bakı: Elm, 
1985. — s. 173; TyceiiHOB, P.A. THTyjıarypa h Taxıra HjibaeiHjMjıOB // — Eaxy: 
CoBercKan Tiop«oJiorHJi. — 1970, N«4, — c. 89; TyceiiHOB, P.A. MpaKCKite 
CenbflJKyKMflbi, Hjib.acrn3n.abi b 3axaBKa3be // llajıecTHHCKHü cöopHHK, 
JIcHHHrpaa: HjjıaıcjibCTBO «Hayxa» JleHHHrpajjCKoc Otjtcjichhc, — Bbinycx 21. — 
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territory of the State extended from Tiflis to Mekran. Based on source 
data, Z. Bunyadov wrote that the towns of Nakhchivan, Ani, Dahil 
and Hilat were within the borders of Azerbaijan.43

Z. Bunyadov traced the administrative, military, fınancial, 
judicial, administrative and burcaucratic apparatus of the Atabcy 
State of Azerbaijan, its ethnic composition, provinces and forms of 
land ownership based on sources. The administrative management 
system in the State of the Azerbaijani Atabcys was the samc as in the 
Scljuks. The palacc (dargah, bargah) of the Azerbaijani Atabcys was 
organized according to the original nomadic way of life, as was the 
casc with the Scljuks. The scicntist bclicvcd that the frcqucnt changc 
of capitals both in the Scljuk sultans and in the State of Azerbaijani 
Atabeys should be explained by this.44

Z. Bunyadov divided the forcign policy of Eldcniz into 
“westem” and “eastem” branehes. When the author said “westem 
policy”, he meant the struggle against the Abbasids and the forces 
allied with them. Z. Bunyadov meant the relations of Eldeniz with 
the Khorezmshahs (1167,1169 years) under the term “eastem 
policy”.45

In his monograph, Z. Bunyadov also investigated the relations 
of Azerbaijani Atabeys with Georgian rulers. According to the 
scientist, the Georgians were in conflict with the Eldeniz even before 
the Mongol attaeks. Information about the wars of 1161-1163, 1166, 
1174 was analyzed hcrc [51 -53].46

1970,-c. 190-193.
43 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Elm, - 
1985. - s. 50-52.

44 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Elm, - 
1985.-s. 176.
45 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. Bakı: Elm, 
1985. — s. 47-65; ryceÜHia^c, P.A. CejibjtxyKCKaa ənoxa ncropıın KaBKaaa / 
P.A.ryceÜH3aAe. - MocKBa: Kremlin Multimedia, - 2013. - c. 90-91.
46 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Elm, - 
1985, - s. 51-53,
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Jahan Pahlavan enthroned Toğrul III on the sultan’s throne and 
at the same timc bccamc his atabey. Muhammad Jahan Pahlavan also 
focused on preventing feudal separatism. He was able to regulate his 
relations with Khorezmshah Tekesh and the Abbasid caliplı and to 
implcmcnt an independent policy. For Muhammad Jahan Pahlavan, 
the most difficult issue in foreign policy was the security of the 
Western borders. He died here in 1186. “Measures implemented by 
Muhammad Jahan Pahlavan did not help to strcngthcn the Central 
govemment”.47

The rise to power of Gizil Arslan after his death is also analyzed 
in detail in the monograph. After Gizil Arslan subducd the Gcorgians 
and the Hamadan rebels, the caliph formalizcd his titlc “sultan”. He 
became the absolute ruler of the Seljuk Sultanate of İraq. The scientist 
bclicvcd that he was killed by the Ismailis in 1191.48

Z.M. Bunyadov highlighted the struggle for power between 
Abubekr, Gutlug Inanj, Amir Amiran and Toğrul III after the death 
of Gizil Arslan. 49 According to Z. Bunyadov, on the eve of the 
Mongol-Turkish campaigns, the Azerbaijani Atabeys were actually 
vassals of the Khorezmshahs, and the campaign of Jalaladdin 
Mankburnu in 1225 should be considered fully justified from the 
viewpoint of feudal rights. 50 Following the Mongol, then Kipchak 
and Georgian attaeks, the autlıor writes that in 1225, the Azerbaijani 
Atabey State was put an end by Jalaluddin.51

Z. Bunyadov also talkcd about the relations of the Azerbaijani

47 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Elm, 
- 1985.-s. 71-75.
4Iİ Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Elm, - 
1985.-s. 83- 87.
49 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Elm, - 
1985.-s. 89-93.
50 EyHHHTOB, 3.M. rocyaapciBO XoperMiuaxoB-AHyıırrernHiuıoB (1097-1231 it.) / 
3.M.EyHHHTOB. - MocKBa: IlayKa, — 1986. - 248 c.
51 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Elm, - 
1985.-s. 112-117.
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Atabey state with the Shirvanshahs in the years 1063-1226.52
Z.M. Bunyadov’s grcat succcss as a scientist was the detailed 

study of that period of our history, the historical evaluation of the 
Azerbaijani States and their activities, the ethnic origin of the ruling 
dynastics, and the answcrs to the Armenian and Gcorgian claims.

Chapter III of the dissertation work is entitled “The importance 
of the sources includcd in the scientific circulation by Z.M. 
Bunyadov in the study of the early mcdieval history of Azerbaijan”. 
Hcrc, were analyzcd the source studies activities of the scientist who 
was fluent in several Eastem and European languages, the researeh 
history of the sources includcd in the scientific circulation, their 
charactcristics, and information about the authors of manuseript copics 
were reviewed.

Z. Bunyadov, who studied the history of Albania, presented to the 
readers “History of Albania” by Musa Kalankatuklu, “Qanunnameh 
(The Law Code)” by Mkhitar Gosh53, and “Brief History of the Country 
of Albania” by Yesai Hasan-Jalal. 54 Another work that the scientist 
includcd in the scientific circulation is “Anonymous Armenian 
Chronicle”.55

Translations from Arabic-language sources also occupy an 
important place in Z.M. Bunyadov’s creativity. One of the main sources 
reflecting the history of Azerbaijan, published in 1973 in the scholar’s 
translation, is the work “Sirat al-sultan Jalaladdin Mankbumi” by

52 Bünyadov, Z.M. Azərbaycan Atabəyləri dövləti / Z.M.Bünyadov. - Bakı: Elm, — 
1985.-s. 136-171.
53 Kalankatuklu, Moisey. Albaniya tarixi; Qoş Mxitar. Alban salnaməsi / 
M.Kalankatuklu, M.Qoş. - Bakı: Elm, - 1993. - 272 s.; Qoş, Mxitar. Alban 
xronikası // - Bakı: AzSSP EA-nın xəbərləri. İctimai elmlər seriyası. — 1960. N"3. - 
268 s.
54 XacaH-/I>KajıajiflH, Ecatt. KpaiKaa ucTopua CTpaHbi ajıöaHCKOit (1702-1722) / 
IIpcancjıoBue u noaroTOBKa k ınaaımıo aKaacMiika 3.M.BynnaTOBa / Xacaıı- 
7(a<ajıajuiH Ecau. — Baxy: 9jim, — 1989. - 48 c.
55 ApMMHC«aa aHOHHMHaa xpomiKa 1722-1736 it. klaaaHue Biopoe / riepeııoa c 
TypeıtKoro h npaMenaHua axaneMUKa A3ep6aita>KaHCKOH CCP 3.M.ByHmrroBa. - 
BaKy: Əhm, - 1988. - 100 c.
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Shihabeddin Muhammad al-Nasavi, which sheds light on Jalaladdin’s 
lifc path. 56 The work “Akhbar ad-Dawlat as-Saljuqiya” (“News about 
the Seljuk State”), which belongs to Al-Husayni and was translated by 
the seholar in 1980, is especially valuable. 57 In 1981, the scientist 
translated ccrtain parts of the book “Kitab al-Futuh” by Ahmad ibn 
Asam al-Kufı related to South Caucasus into Russian. There are 
important materials about Arab military campaigns, Arab settlers, Arab- 
Khazar wars, Babck and his arrest.5X One of the sources translated by Z. 
M. Bunyadov is the work “Mujam al-buldan” by Yaqut al-Rumi al- 
Hamawi, an Arabic-speaking geographer and traveler. The scientist’s 
research provcs that the namcs of 25 towns, fortresses and villages of 
Azerbaijan were ovcrlookcd in that translation. 59 The scientist also 
translated the geographical work of the 14th century author Hamdullah 
Ghazvini callcd “Nuzhat al-gulub” (“The Dclight of Hearts”). 60 
Another source presented in his translation is the compilation work of 
the 14th-15th centuries author Abdurrashid al-Bakuvi’s “Talkhis al- 
Asar wa ajaib al-malik al-gahhar” (“Summary of Monuments and 
Miracles of Mighty Rulers”). The author’s detailed information about 
the city of Baku indicates that he lived here. According to Z. Bunyadov, 
this work was written no later than H.816 (1413/1414).61

56 An-HacaBH, LLInxa6 aa-/(nH MyxaMMajj. )Kn3HeonncaHne cyjıraHa /(xaaajı ajı- 
Zlıına MaHKÖypHbi / Ilep. c apabcKoro, npejuiCJioBne, KOMMemapHH, npaMenaHaa 
u yKa3aTCJiH 3.M.E»yHnaTOBa / LLI.M.AH-HacaBM. — BaKy: 3jim, — 1973. — 494 c.
57 ajı-XycaÜHH, Caap aa-/l,nH Ajih. AxGap aa-aayaar ac-cenbaacyKHÜa / Ilep. 
3.M.EyHH>iTOBa / C.A.ajı-XycaÜHH. - MocKBa: BocTOHHaa JİHTepaTypa, - 1980. - 
272 c.
58 ajı-Kyc])H, AxMaa hGh AcaM. Kmıra jaBOCBaHnii (h3bjic'ichhh no HCTopnn 
A'icpGaü.'pKaHa VII-IX bb.) / Ilep. c apaG. 3.M.ByHHHTOBa / A.A.ajı-Kycjııı. - Baxy: 
3jim,- 1981.-84 c.
59 İtaKyT, ajı-XaMaBH. MyaacaM ajı-Eyjıaan (Cbcäichhm 06 A3ep6aiia>Kanc) / aa- 
X.Makyr. - BaKy: Əjim, 1983. 65 c.
611 XaMaajuıax KajBitHiı. Hyaxar-an-KyayG. (Maıepuajibi no AaepGanaiKaHy) / 
XaMaaaaax KaiBHiın. - BaKy: 3jim, — 1983. — 65 c.
61 Bakuvi, Ə. Təlxis əl-Əsar və əcaib əl-məlik əl-qəhhar / Ə.Bakuvi. - Bakı: Şur, - 
1992,-c. 3.
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In 1980, the part about the Caucasian peoples from the “Book of 
Undcrstanding the World” by Sultaniyyc Archbishop Ioann de 
Qalonifontibus was published in the translation of Z. Bunyadov.62 The 
translation was made from the work written on the basis of materials 
collcctcd by the archbishop about local peoples during his joumey to the 
Caucasus. In 1984, Z. Bunyadov published the work “Travel to Europc, 
Asia and Africa from 1394 to 1427” by the German traveler Johann 
Schiltbcrgcr. 63 İn 1990, Z.M. Bunyadov translatcd Nizamaddin 
Shami’s (or Shanb-i Ghazani’s) “Zafamamch” 64 related to the Timurid 
era, and in 1997 “Tarikhnameh” 65by al-Salmani and included them in 
scientifıc circulation.

The seholar also published the materials of our 15th-16th ccnturics 
history: “Amir Yashbey’s March”66, “Tarikh-e Selaniki” 67 by Mustafa 
Efendi Selaniki, “Tarikh” 68 by Mchmcd Solak-zadc, “Tarikh” by 
ibrahim Efendi Pechevi.69

The 18th century “Detailed book of the Nakhchivan sanjag” was 
published in 1997 under the editorship of Z.M. Bunyadov.

62 ranoHHcJıoHTHGyc, WoaHH. CBe/ıemoı o Hapo/ıax Kamma (1404 r.). (Hı 
coHHHeHna «Knnra no3HaHna Mnpa») / H.Taji0HH(|)0HTn6yc. — Saıcy: 3jim, — 1980. 
- 44 c.
63 IlyTeıuecTBHe lİBaııa LIIıuibTÖeprepa c 1394 ro/ıa no 1427 roa / üepeBoa co 
CTapOHeMeuKoro O.K.EpyHa // 3arıncKM ıiMneparopCKoro HoBOpoccnücKoro 
YHHBepcHTeTa. Toa uepBbiü. — O/ıecca: H3fl. JI.Hhthk, — 1867. Tom I, — 167 c.
64 Şami, Nizaməddin. Zəfor-namo (Azərbaycanın və qonşu ölkələrin tarixinə dair 
iqtibaslar). Türk dilinə tərcümə edəni akademik Z.M.Bünyadov / N.Şami. — Bakı: 
Elm, - 1992.-33 s.
65 Ac-CajiMaHH, Taaac aa-ZfıiH. Tapnx-HaMe / T.Ac-CajiMamı. - Baxy: 3jim, - 
1997.- 142 c.
66 An-Xajıaön, MyxaMMca. Iloxoa əMiıpa HauıöcKa / M.Ajı-Xajıaön. - Bax*y: 3jim, - 
1985.-98 s.
67 Selaniki, Mustafa Əfəndi. Tarix-e Selaniki. 1563-1600-cü illər: Azərbaycan və qonşu 
ölkələrin tarixinə dair iqtibaslar / Osmanlı dilindən tərcümə Z.M.Bünyadov / 
M.Ə.Sclaniki. Bakı: Elm, - 1992. 76 s.
68 Solak-zadə, Mehmed. Tarix (Azərbaycan tarixinə aid iqtibaslar) / M.Solak-zadə. — 
Bakı: Elm,-1992,-84 s.
69 IlCHCBiı. H.3. IlcTopııa (H3bjichchii51 no tıcToptıtı A3ep6aiwKaHa...) / flep. h kom. 
3.M.EynıiHTOBa / H.3.nc'icBH. - Eaxy: 3jim, — 1988. - 98 c.
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Z.M, Bunyadov’s activity in the fıeld of source studies was not 
limitcd to the investigation of medieval sources. His translations related to 
medieval linguistics,70 seismology, 71 medicine,72 and astronomy73 are 
also discussed in this chapter.

These translations by him givc us the opportunity to approach the 
history of the Azerbaijani people and other neighboring nations, the 
ethno-cultural evolution of a large region, many problems related to 
rcligious-idcological lifc, historical gcography, border issues, socio- 
cconomic and political relations in a ncw way.

Thus, when we study the multifaeeted scientific creativity of Z. 
Bunyadov, wc scc oncc again that he is an outstanding translator, 
orientalist, historian, and seholar on source studies.

The main generalizations of the researeh and the main 
conclusions of the dissertation are rcflcctcd in the “Conclusion”. 
Taking into account the impossibility of covering this rich heritage in 
its entirety, we have come to the following scientific conclusions 
regarding the work of the academician on the medieval history of 
Azerbaijan that we are investigating:

In the researeh works of the scientist related to the history of the 
early centuries of the Azerbaijani people, he defıned the historical 
boundaries of our homeland;

The socio-economic relations in Azerbaijan on the eve of the 
Arab attaeks, were studied in detail, the intemal life of the country 
was cxamincd bascd on the information containcd in the synchronous

70 Əl-Əndəlusi, Əsirəddin Əbu Həyyan əl-Əndəlusi. Kitab əl-idrak li-lisan əl-ətrak / 
Ə.Ə.H.Ə.Əl-Əndəlusi. - Bakı: Azəməşr, - 1992. -104 s.
71 Ac-Cyüym, Xl>KaMajı a/ı-/lnH A6/ı ap-PaxMatt. Kauı<|) ac-cancarıa ajı-Bacc|) a3- 
3aji3ajıa (TpaKTaKT o 3CMncTpaccHHMx) / IlepeBoa c apaöcKoro, KOMMCınapnn h 
npHMetanna 3.M.EyHH»TOBa//t.A.P.Ac-CyiiyTH. Baıcy: Əjim, 1983. 79 c.
72 As-3axpaBn, A6y-jı-KacnM Xa;ıa<|) höh A66ac. TpaıcraT o xnpyprmı h 
HHCipyMeHTax. npe;ıncjıonne // Axa^eMHR 3.M.BynnmoB. IfaöpaHHbie cohhhchhm b 
3 TOMax. - Baxy: 3jim, - 1999. - 206 c.
73 A6y aJib-KacıiM anb-3axpaBn // http://71lg.wordprcss.com/2010/01/13/ 
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sources, and the issues related to the decisions of the Aquen Council 
of the Albanian Apostolic Church were analyzcd for the fırst time;

For the fırst time in history, Z. Bunyadov objectively evaluated the 
political activity of the Albanian patriarch Viro, determined his position 
and role during the Sassanid and Khazar periods;

Z.M. Bunyadov, for the fırst time in the homeland history 
investigated the history of the Azerbaijani people of the 7th-9th 
centuries by using the original information of the Arabic-languagc 
sources, and gavc a convincing answcr to the inaccuratc claims related 
to the history of Albania in the works of Armenian “researchers” with 
relevant source materials.

The history of the strugglc against the Arabs in Azcrbaijan is also 
retlected in the scientist’s scientific creativity. The scientist paid special 
attention to the Khurrami movcmcnt and Babek. Z. Bunyadov dccply 
analyzed the Khurrami-Babeki movement and characterized them as 
“ideological followers of the Mazdakies” and proved that the struggle of 
the Khurrami during the leadership of Babek was directly against the 
Arab caliphs and their religious ideology (İslam);

The seholar paid attention to the study of the Shirvanshah and Saji 
states in our history of statehood;

Z.M. Bunyadov’s monograph “The State of the Azerbaijani 
Atabeys (1136-1225 years)” is of exceptional importance in the study of 
the history of the Azerbaijani people and the peoples of the South 
Caucasus. The scientist’s scientific provisions in this work arc stili 
worrying Armenians and their supporters. In 1980, the State Prize was 
presented to Z. Bunyadova for that work. This monograph by him is 
distinguished by its rich base of source studies;

He was also a famous scientist, translator, orientalist, seholar on 
source studies. Z. Bunyadov translated into Azerbaijani and Russian 
languagcs the Albanian sources that were falsifıcd and translated into 
Armenian at the initiative of the Gregorian Church, conducted researeh 
and wrote comments on these sources. The scholar’s translations of 
parts of the Arabic-languagc sources on Azcrbaijan givc us a complctc 
picture of the political structure and social relations of Azerbaijan in the 
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7th-9th centuries, the reasons for the beginning of the Khurrami 
movcmcnt, the composition of the movcmcnt’s participants, and the 
reasons for the progress and defeat of this movement. Thanks to his 
translations from the Ottoman and Christian sources, we can get new 
information about the history of the Azcrbaijani pcoplc in the 14th-17th 
centuries, the campaigns of Emir Teymur and Tokhtamysh Khan, 
Aghgoyunlu-Ottoman, Ottoman-Safavid relations;

Thus, Z.M. Bunyadov’s scientific crcativity, his approach to many 
historical issucs, the sources hc involved into investigation in the coursc 
of researeh laid the foundation for a new stage in the history and oriental 
studics, which bcgan in the study of the history of not only the 
Azcrbaijani pcoplc, but also the Turkish and Muslim peoples as a 
whole.
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