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I. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DISSERTATION

Relevance of the topic and degree of development. We believe
that an objective study of the historical state of agrarian relations, the
history of the evolution of these relations, and the agrarian legislative
experience that existed in various historical periods in our Azerbaijan,
which has been known for many centuries in the region and the world
as a country rich in agrarian, agricultural, and natural resources, is an
urgent task for our science.

One of the periods of Azerbaijan history that needs more research
is the 19th-20th centuries. On January 31, 1997, at a meeting with the
leadership of the Azerbaijan Academy of Sciences, full and
corresponding members, directors of the institutes of the Academy,
and leading scientists, the National Leader Heydar Aliyev set an
important task for historians - to review the history of Azerbaijan in
the 19th-20th centuries and “to write the history of this period
objectively”.!

The agrarian reforms carried out in Northern Azerbaijan in the
19th- early 20th centuries were one of the components and the basis
of the colonial policy pursued by the Russian Empire here. Therefore,
a comprehensive study of the scientific research topic related to those
reforms and the features of the official legislative policy carried out in
the agrarian sphere is still very relevant today.

One of the most important aspects that determine the relevance of
the dissertation is its basis precisely on historical facts, archival
documents, periodical press materials, and statistical indicators.

In the Soviet history of Azerbaijan, as well as in the history of the
former USSR, the topic under discussion was generally studied as an
integral part of the history of Northern Azerbaijan, and the topic
“Agrarian legislation of the Russian Empire in Northern Azerbaijan
(in the 19th- early 20th centuries)” has never been a separate, specific
object of research.

Although the style of writing of the works written by the tsarist

! Dliyev, H.O. Mistagilliyimiz sbadidir: ¢ixislar, nitqlar, bayanatlar, misahibalar,
moktublar: [46 cildds] / H.©.Oliyev. — Baki: Azarnosr, — c. 8. — 2006, — s. 216.
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officials does not essentially differ from the works of the so-called
“noble-bourgeois” historians, those works can provide us with very
important information. Among them, the works of M.N. Kuchayev,?
N.N. Shavrov,?® and N.F. Dubrovin,* who is considered one of the
well-known military historians of the 19th century, can be cited. From
the studies published in the 19th-early 20th centuries, it is possible to
obtain a lot of materials and facts related to the research topic chosen
for the current dissertation in the works of I.L.Segal, °
S.A.Yegiazarov, °© Kh.A.Vermyshev, ' V.N.lvanenko, 8

2 Kyuaes, M.H. OTueT 1o peBU3sHM aIMUHUCTPATUBHBIX yupesxjaeHuii B Enucaser-
nonbekort ryoeprun / M.H Kydaes. — Tudmuc: — 1885; Kyuaes, M.H. ITozemens-
HBIH Borpoc B Kacnmiickoii o6mactu / — Mocksa: Pycckuit BectHUK, — 1893, KH. 6,
—c. 155-202; Ky4aes, M.H. [1ytu 3emirenenpuecTBa B 3akaBka3be // Pycckwmii BecT-
HUK, — 1892, xH. 12, — c. 215-228; Kyuaes, M.H. ®eomanmm3M u 3akpenomnieHue B
3akaBka3ckoM Kpae // Pycckuii BecTHUK, — 1892, kH. 1.

% IllaBpos, H.H. HoBas yrposa pycckoMmy jiely B 3akaBKa3be: IIPeCTOAIas Pacipo-
naxa Myranu unoposuam / H.H.I1laBpos. — baky: Dnm, — 1990. — 156 c.

4 Ny6posun, H.®. 3axaBkasbe or 1803-1806 roma / H.®.[ly6posun. — CaHKT-
IlerepOypr: Tun. nemapramenTa yuenos, — 1866. — 542 c.

5 Cerans, M.JI. Kpectbanckoe semnesnanenue B 3axaBkasbe / WM.JI.Cerans. —
Tudnnc: —1912. — 154 c.

¢ Ermazapos, C.A. VccenoBanue 110 HCTOPUH YUPEXICHUH B 3aKaBKa3be:
[B 2 wacTsix]. Cenbckas obimna / C.A.Eruazapos. — Ka3zanb: Tunorpadus
WmnepaTopckoro yHusepecurera, — Y.1, — 1889. — 352 ¢. va b.

" Bepmumies, X.A. 3emiie/leNne y rOCy1apCTBEHHBIX KPECThSH 3aKaBKA3CKOTO Kpas
/ X.A.Bepmumes. — Tudmmc: — 1888. — 564 c.

8 Vpanenko, B.H. T'paknanckoe ympasiieHMe 3aKaBKa3heM OT MPUCOEIMHEHHS
I'py3un nmo HaMecTHHYEeCTBa BeNMKOro KHiA3s Muxamna HuxonaeBnua /
B.H.MBanenko — Tuduc: Tunorpadwus Jlopuc-Menuxosa, — 1901. — 525 c.
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S.L.Avalianin, ° B.S.Yesadze, 1° G.G.Yevangulov, ! G.M.Tumanov,
12-0. Syomin, 3 B.M. Gorodetsky'* and others.

One of the first to take the initiative in studying the history of
agrarian relations in Azerbaijan Soviet historiography was
M.H.Veliyev (Baharli). ¥ Later, this work was continued by
Y.A.Pakhomov. In his report, published in one of the “News” of the
Azerbaijan Research and Education Society, ¥ he states the attitude
towards the agrarian laws of tsarism in the South Caucasus.
A.S.Gubaydullin was also one of the authors who studied socio-
economic relations in Northern Azerbaijan.!’

Y. Alasgarov, 8 who conducted research on the Zagatala region

® Apaymmanu, C.JI. KpecThsuckuii Bompoc B 3akaBkasbe: [B 4-x wactax] /
C.JI.ABammanm. — Onecca: Tunorpadust Texuuk, — 4. 3. — 1914. — 180 c.; Apanmanu,
CJI. KpectpstHCcKHIT Bompoc B 3akaBkaszbe: [B 4-x dactsax] / C.Jl.ABanmaHu. —
Tudnuc: Uznarane Tudmmcckoro ['ocynapcreenHoro YauBepcurera, — Yacts 4. —
1920.-232 c.

10 Ucropuyeckas 3anucka o6 ynpasnenun Kapkasom: [B 2 Tomax] / — Tudumc:
Tumorpadus «'yrrerbepr», — Tom 1. — 1907. — 616 c.; Mcropudeckas 3ammcka oo
ynpaenenun Kaskazom: [B 2 Tomax]/ — Tuduuc: Tunorpadus «'yrrendepr», — Tom
2.-1907. - 556 c.

11 Epanrysios, I'.T. Mecrnas pedopma Ha Kapkase: [cratbu] / T.T.Epanrynos. —
Canxr-IlerepOypr: Tum. T-Ba A.B.CyBopuna "Hosoe Bpems", — 1914. — 67 c..

12 Tymanos, I'. 3eMenbHbIE BONPOCH U TIPeCTYNHOCTL Ha Kaskase / I.TymaHoB. —
Cankr-IlerepOypr: Tumorpadus I1.I1.Coiikuna, — 1900. — 109 c.; Tymanos, I'. K
BBeZeHni0 Ha KaBkaze 3emckoro camoympamieHus / I'TymanoB. — Tudmuc:
OnexrporeyatHs Tunorpadckoro Topapuimectsa «I'epmec», — 1905. — 80 c.

13 Cémun, O. Benukas rooBuuHa: ArpapHblii BOOPOC U KpecThaHCKas pedopMa Ha
Kasxkaze / O.Cémun. — Kues: U3narensctBo «Bes Poceus», — 1911, — 166 c.

14 Tl'oponeukuit, 5.M. IIpaBoBbie U MO3EMENBHBIE OTHOLLIEHUS 3€MJIEBIAJIENbLEB U
KpecThsiH B 3akaBkasbe // — Exarepunonap: Ha KaBkaze (exxemecsuHBIN XKypHA).
Tunorpadus Tosapuiectsa «Ileuataux», — 1909, 1. 1, Ne2, — ¢.150-176.

15 Vaoliyev, M.H. Azorbaycan (fiziki-cografi, etnografik vo igtisadi ogerk) /
M.H.Valiyev. — Baki: Azarnagr, —1993. — 192 s.

16 [Taxomos, E.A. O cocnoBHO-NI03eMeNbHOM Bonpoce B Asepbaiimkane // — baky:
W3Bectus odmiecTBa 00CIe10BaHus U U3yueHus Azepoaiimkana. — Nel, — 1925, —c.
16-23.

1 Ty6aiimymmmn, A.C. ®eonanbHble KIIacChl M KPECTLIHCTBA B Asepbaiimkane (XIX
BeK) // — baky: M3Bectust BoctouHoro dakynsrera AI'Y, — 1928. Ne3, —c. 15-36.

18 Aneckepos, IO. 3akaranbckuii okpyr B nepBoii nonosune XIX B. U BoccTaHHE
1863 rona: / nuccepranus qokTopa punocodun mo ucropun) / — baky, 1950.
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in the first half of the 19th century, provided valuable information
about the agrarian relations of this region and how these relations
differed from the agrarian relations in the nearby regions of Northern
Azerbaijan.

Some issues of the agrarian history of Azerbaijan were analyzed
in more detail in the voluminous articles of N.G. Bogdanova. *°

The book “The Unification of Azerbaijan with Russia and its
Progressive Economic and Cultural Results” ?° edited by A.N.Guliyev
and V.D.Mochalov, and the voluminous monographs of
V.D.Mochalov and A.S.Sumbatzadeh, 2! published in 1958, can be
considered a great scientific event in the Azerbaijani historiography of
that time.

Almost all areas of agriculture of Northern Azerbaijan were
considered in the monograph of A.S. Sumbatzadeh. 2

One of the most productive authors who studied the agrarian
history of Northern Azerbaijan was the late M.A.Ismayilov, a
corresponding member of ANAS. All the issues related to agriculture
of the period in question were touched upon in his numerous
monographs, which eliminated a number of gaps in this field. > The

1% Bornanora, H.I'. ArpapHbie oTHoeHus B AsepOaiixane B 1870-1917 rr. // He-
Topuueckue 3amucku, — Nel2. 1941, — ¢. 200-227; borganora, H.I'. K Bonpocy o
(heoaITbHOM FKCIUTyaTallii KOYEBHUKOB B 3aKaBKa3CKOM Kpae B mepBoi Tpetu XIX
B. // — MockBa-Jleannrpan: Ucropuaeckuit apxus, — T. II. 1939, —c. 221-238.
2 Tpucoeuuenne Asep6aiimkana kK Poccuu M €ro MporpecCUBHBIE MOCIEICTBUS B
o0acTi 3KOHOMUKH U KynbTypsl (XIX — Havanme XX BB.). — baky: U3n. AH Asep-
oaiikancko CCP, — 1955, — 295 c.
2 Mouanos, B.JI. KpecTbaackoe xo3siicTBo 3akaBkasbe K koHiy XIX 8. / B.JI.Mo-
yanoB. — Mocksa: M3natensctBo AH CCCP, — 1958. — 492 c.; Cymbat3aze, A.C.
Cenbckoe xo3saicTBO Azepbaiimkana B XIX B. / A.C.Cymbart3ane. — baky: 1U3a-Bo
AH Azep6aiimkanckoit CCP, — 1958. — 346 c.
22 Cymbat3ane, A.C. K Bompocy 00 OIEHKE HCTOPUYECKOTO 3HAYEHHUs 3aKOHOJA-
TeapbHOTO akTa oT 14 mas 1870 r. o Tak Ha3pIBaeMoO «arpapHoit pepopme» B Azep-
Oaitmxane, Apmernn u 9actu ['py3un // Bompockl HCTOpUU CETBCKOTO XO03SHCTBA,
KpPECThSIHCTBA M PEBOJIIOLMOHHOrO JBMkeHHUs B Poccuu. — Mocksa: M3a-so AH
CCCP, — 1961, — c. 231-240.
2% [smayilov, M.O. XIX oasrin sonu XX asrin avvallorinds Azorbaycanda torpag
mulkiyysti vo torpagdan istifade formalar1 haqqinda // — Baki: Azarbaycan SSR
EA Tarix Institutunun asorlori, — 1958. Cild 13, —s. 177-200; Ismayllov, M.o. XIX
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monograph of M.A.Ismayilov “Socio-economic structure of
Azerbaijan during the period of imperialism” 24 is of great importance
in the study of the social structure of the Azerbaijani village at the
beginning of the 20th century

The large-scale article by H.A.Dadashov in the field of the study
of agrarian relations of the 19th century in Azerbaijan Soviet
historiography, also draws attention. 2°

The issue of water ownership and water use has been one of the
least studied issues in Azerbaijan Soviet historiography. The
monograph by I.A.Talibzadeh? should be considered the first serious
step taken in this direction in Azerbaijan Soviet historiography. His
other work mainly deals with the law?’ of December 20, 1912.

One of the authors who studied the history of agrarian relations at
the beginning of the 20th century was the well-known researcher J.Kh.
Huseynov. In his PhD dissertation?® and monograph,?® he gave an
objective assessment of the agrarian policy of tsarism.

asrin sonu XX osrin owvallorinds Azorbaycanmn liziimgiilik vo sorabgiliq
tosarriifatlarinda kapitalist miinasibatlorinin inkisafi mosalalorine dair // — Baka:
Azorbaycan SSR EA-nin Xoboarlori, — 1956. Ne3, —s. 91-107; Ismayllov, M.O. XX
asrin avvallorinds Azarbaycanm kond tosorriifatt / M.O.Ismayilov. — Baka:
Azaorbaycan SSR EA nogriyyati, — 1960. — 240 s. va b.
24 Yemaunos, M.A. ColanbHO-3KOHOMHYECKAs CTPYKTypa AsepOaiiiKana B
snoxy umrepuaiamma / M.A.Mcmannos. — baky: Omm, — 1982. — 165 c.
% JNlanames, I'.A. O }eosanbHO-KPENOCTHUYECKHX OCTATKaX B JIOPEBOJIOIIMOHHOM
Azepbaiimxane // — baky: Tpyasr Azepbaiimkanckoro ¢pummana UMJI npu [IK
KIICC, — 1957. T. XX, —c. 119-151.
% Talibzado, I.A. XIX asr vo XX asrin ovvallorinda Azarbaycanda suvarma vo sudan
istifade / 1.A.Talibzado. — Baki: Elm, — 1980. — 150 s.
2" Talibzada, 1.A. Azorbaycanda 1912-ci il aqrar islahati / i.A.Talibzads. — Baka:
Azarbaycan SSR Elmlor Akademiyasi nasriyyati, — 1965. — 111 s.
2 T'ycettnos, JI.X. TlonoxkeHnue u k1accoBas 60pb0a KpecThsH A3epOaiijukana B Tie-
pHoz nepBoif MUPOBOIA BOMHBI (Mtosb 1914 — deBpans 1917 r.): / aBTopedepar anc-
cepTanuu gokTopa ¢unocoduu no ucropun) / — baky, 1967. — 30 c.
2 I'yceitnos, JI.X. HanmmoHaneHO-0CBOOOIUTENBHOE IBIKCHUE B A3epOaiikaHe B
Havane XX B. (1900-1907 rr.) / A.X.I'yceiinoB. — baky: (6.1.), — 2001. — 256 c.
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Besides, the research of A.A.Umayev, *° K.K.Shukurov, 3
Z.A.Shahverdiyev, * M.M.Gulmaliyev® and others also had great
scientific value.

The issues of agrarian legislation of Tsarist Russia in the South
Caucasus, including Northern Azerbaijan, have been touched upon in
the works of a number of Soviet, Georgian, 3* and Armenian?®®
historians.

After the Republic of Azerbaijan gained independence, serious
progress began to be noticed in the study of the agrarian history of our

%0 YmaeB, A.A. TIpOHMKHOBEHUE KanMTala B CENbCKOE XO03sHcTBO Asepbaiimkana
(1883-1914 rr.): / aBTOpedepar auccepraiyu 1oktopa HunocodGuu no UCTopun) / —
Baky, 1965.—34 c.; Ymae, A.A. [Ipouiecchl KaIUTaTUCTUIECKOTO PA3BUTHS B CEJIb-
CKOM XO3stiicTBe A3epOaiimkana B koHIe XIX — Hawane XX B. (1870-1914 rr.): /
aBTOpedepar AUCCepTaiU TOKTOpa MCTOpHUECKnX Hayk) / — baky, 1987. — 45 c;
Ymaes, A. [Ipouecchl KaMUTaTUCTUYECKOTO PAa3BUTHS B CEILCKOM XO03s1iicTBE Azep-
Oaiimkana B koHIe XIX — Hagane XX Beka / A.YmaeB. — baky: Omm, — 2002. — 530
c.
3! Iyxiopos, K.K. Otxonau4ectBo B 3akaBkasbe u3 I0sxkHoro Asepbaiinkana (BTo-
past Tpeth XIX B. — 1905 1.): / aBTOpedhepat auccepranuu A0KTopa GHI0COPHH 110
ucropun) / — baky, 1984. — 26 c.

%2 Ilaxsepmues, 3.A. ArpapHoe OTHOILIEHHE M TIOJIOKEHUE KPECThAH Azepbaiitkana
70-90-x romos XIX B.: / aBTOpedepaT nuccepTanuu TokTopa (priocoduu mo ucro-
pun) / — baky, 1984. — 26 c.

3 Giilmaliyev, M.M. XVIII asrin son riibii — X1X osrin birinci yarisinda Azarbaycan
kondinin sosial-siyasi strukturu / M.M.Giilmaliyev. — Baki: Elm, — 1989. — 280 s.;
I'rormmamueB, M.M. KpecTpsiHCKOe nBIKeHHE B AsepOaiipkaHe B IOCIeTHEH
gerBepTH XIX B.: / aBTOpedepar auccepranuu JOKTOpa GIIOCODUH IO HCTOPHH) /
— baky, 1984. - 26 c.

3 Aurenasa, .T. Tocynapcteennble kpecthsine I'pysun B XIX Beke. Jlo KpecThsH-
ckoit peopmbl 1864 r. / N.I".Antenasa. — Townmmcu: Ca6uorta CakaptBeno, — T.1. —
1969. — 483 c.; XKopnauus, C. K. Hcropust kpecThsiHCKON pedopmbl B I'py3um.
Towumucu: — 1982. T. 1. — TloaroroBka KpecTbsHCKOW pedopmbl B BocTouHoit
I'py3un; Mupuxynasa, .. ArpapHo-kpecTbsHCKHiA Borpoc B ['py3uu B 1900-1921
rr. / .. Mupuxynapa. — Towmmcu: N3n-so Meunuepeba, — 1978. — 362 c.va s.

% Purrynn, B. Kpectesinckas peopma B Apmenun // — Epesan: Mssectuss AH Apwm.
CCP, — 1944, Ne5, — c. 45-66; Eransin, M.H. ArpapHble oTHOIIEHHS B APMEHUH 10
U Tocie ee mpucoeauHeHHss K Poccum: / aBropedepar amccepralyu JIOKTOpa
¢unocoduu sxoHOMHUUecKUX HayK. — EpeBan, 1967. —44 c. va s.
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country. Thus, until now, the research of A.G. Iskenderov® in this
field, the monographs of M.K.Abdullayev®” and H.N Hasanov,® and
the numerous monumental articles of F.E.Bakhshaliyev * give
confidence in the fact that certain progress has been made in the study
of agrarian history.

In Azerbaijani historiography, the second volume of the three-
volume “History of Azerbaijan”,*° the fourth*! and fifth*> volumes
of the seven-volume “History of Azerbaijan”, various books of “His-
tory of Azerbaijan”,*® and other books published in the 90s of the last
century** played a certain role in the generalization of the history of
agrarian relations in the 19th - early 20th centuries.

The source base of the study is primarily the complete collection
of laws of the Russian Empire. Almost all of the first, second and third
editions of this collection were used in writing the dissertation. Up to
86 different laws from these editions were used in the study.

% Yckennapos, A.I'. ConpanbHO-5K0HOMMYECKOe nooxenue CepepHoro Asep6aii-
okaHa B mepuon Poccuiickix 3aBoeBaHuit (mepsast Tpeth XIX B): / aBTOpedepat
JUCcepTaluy JoKTopa ¢utocodun mo ucropun) / — baky, 1992. —34 c.

37 Abdullayev, M. Xanliglar vo rus mistomlokagiliyi dovriinds Simali Azorbaycanda
aqgrar munasibstlor (XIX asrin 40-c1 illorine godar) / M.Abdullayev. — Baku:
Adiloglu, — 2005. — 234 s.

38 Tacanos, I''H. 13 ucropun Cepepoasepbaiiixanckoii qepeBHr B koHie XIX —
Havane XX BB. / [.H.I'acanos. — baky: Taxcun, — 2007. — 224 c.

%9 Baxgoliyev, F.E. Simali Azarbaycanda 1870-ci il kandli islahatindan sonra torpaq
sahibliyi vo torpagin icaro edilmosi haqqinda // — Baki: Baki Universitetinin
Xabarlori, humanitar elmlar seriyasi. — 2010, Ne2, — 5. 108-113; Baxmanues, ®.D.
Arpapnas nonutuka Poccuiickoit umnepuu B 3akaBkasbe B KoHLe XIX — Hayane XX
Beka // — baky: KaBka3 u rmobamusarmst, — 2013. Tom 7. Bemyck 3-4, — c. 183-192
va b.

40 Azorbaycan tarixi: [3 cildds]. — Baki: Azarbaycan SSR EA nosriyyati, — 1l cild, —
1964. — 956 s.

41 Azorbaycan tarixi: [7 cildds]. — Baki: Elm, — IV cild (X1X asr), — 2000. — 508 s.
42 Yeno orada, — V cild (1900-1920-ci illor), — 2001. — 672 s.

43 Azorbaycan tarixi (sn godim dovrlardon XX asrin avvallorine godor). — Baki: Elm,
—1993. — 284 s.; Azorbaycan tarixi (an gadim zamanlardan XX asradak). — Baki:
Azaorbaycan Dovlst Nasriyyati, — | cild, — 1994. — 688 s.; Azorbaycan tarixi (Uzag
ke¢misdon 1970-ci illara godar). — Baki: Azarbaycan, — 1996. — 872 s.

4 Azorbaycan tarixi. Ali moktablar Gglin mihaziralor kursu: [2 hissads]. — Baki:
Baki Universiteti nagriyyati, — 11 hissa (XIX-XXI asrin avvali). — 2010. — 545 s.
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A significant part of the sources used on the topic consists of
documents and materials discovered from the funds of the State His-
torical Archive of the Republic of Azerbaijan (SHARA): No. 13
“Commissioner of the Ministry of Agriculture in the Caucasus”, No.
21 “Water Department of the Caucasus”, No. 22 “Agriculture and
State Property Department of Baku Governorate and Dagestan
Province”, No. 24 “Treasury Expedition of the Supreme Georgian
Government”, No. 51 “Peasant Affairs Department of Baku
Governorate”, No. 54 “Specially appointed official of the Agriculture
and State Property Department of Baku Governorate and Dagestan
Province, supervising the lands and land tenure issues of the
population”, No. 55 “Baku Bey Commission”, No. 64 “Peasant Affairs
Department of Yelisavetpol Governorate”, No. 75 “Guba
Commandant’s Office”, No. 130 “Office of the Military District Chief
of the Muslim Provinces of the South Caucasus”, No. 429 “Hydraulic
engineer of the 3rd water area in the Caucasus”.

The second largest group of sources includes published sources.
The famous “Acts collected by the Caucasian Archaeological
Commission” occupies a special place in this regard.

Books prepared on the basis of archival materials can also be
considered as sources. ® A lot of information related to the
dissertation was collected from the books “The Colonial Policy of

4 Amrenasa, .. Peopma MO3EMENBHOrO yCTPOHCTBA TOCYIAPCTBEHHEIX Kpe-
cThsH 3akaBka3bs B KoHIe XIX B. (CO. nokymenrto) / U.I'.AnrenaBa. — Cyxymu:
Tlocuzpar Abxasckoit CCP, — 1952, — 296 c.; O pycckoii nonuTuke B 3aKaBKas3be. —
baky: IIpaBurenscTBeHHas Tuorpadus razeTsl «Asepoaitmxan», — 1920. — 235 c.;
JIOKyMEHTBI ¥ MaTepHallbl 10 BHENTHEW MoauTHKe 3akaBkasbs u [ py3un. — Tudmuc:
Tunorpadus IlpaBurenscrBa ['pysunckoit Pecny6muku, — 1919. — 514 c.;
Cenbckoe X035HUCTBO U arpapHble oTHOIIEHUS: [B 4 Tomax |/ CocTtaBui pod.
ILB.I'yrymBumm. — Toumucu: UznatensctBo AH ['py3.CCP, — Tom BTOpOIA.
—1950. — 728 c.; Cenbckoe X03HUCTBO U arpapHble OTHOIIEHHS: [B 4 TOMax |

/ CocraBun mpod. ILB.I'yrymsumu. — ToOmmucn: MsmatensctBo AH
I'py3.CCP, — Tom uerBepthiit. — 1955. — 876 c.; U3 ucropuu arpapHoit
NOJMTUKM T1apu3Ma B ['py3um, AszepOalimkane M ApMeHUH. — ApXUBHBIE

marepuainsl. — EpeBan: — 1954 va b.
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Russian Tsarism in Azerbaijan in the 20s-60s of the 19th century”. 4°

Fragmentary laws regulating land relations of state peasants in the
South Caucasus and the works - “Materials for the study of the
economic life of state peasants in the Transcaucasian region” included
7 volumes, “A collection of materials for the study of the economic
life of state peasants in the Transcaucasian region” included 5 volumes
and “Materials for the arrangement of state summer and winter
pastures and for the study of cattle breeding in the Caucasus” included
4 volumes were also systematized and published.

The sources related to the topic include reports, *” memoirs, *¢ and
notes “°of tsarist officials who held high positions in the Caucasus. The
“Reviews” > published as supplements to the reports of the governors
of Baku and Yelisavetpol in various years, and the memory books of
the Iravan gubernia, ®* are important in terms of following the agrarian
policy of tsarism in those governorates.

46 KononuanbHas nonutuka Poccuiickoro napusma B Asep6aiimxane B 20-60-x rr.
XIX B.: [B 2 vactax] — Mocka-Jlenunrpan: MsparenasctBo AH CCCP, — Y. 1. —
1936. — 463 c.; KononunanbHas nonutrka Poccuiickoro napusma B AzepOaiikaHe
B 20-60-x rr. XIX B.: [B 2 uactsix] — MockBa-Jlennnrpan: U3narenscteo AH CCCP,
—Y.2.-1937.-480c..

47 Huxomau, A.I1. Otuer o I'taBHOMY ynpaBjieHHMIO HaMecTHHKa KaBka3ckoro 3a
nepBoe 10-nerue ynpapnenus: KaBkazckum u 3akaBKa3CKUM KpaeM KHsizeM Muxau-
noM HukomaeBudewm 6 nexadpst 1862 r. — 6 mexadps 1872 r. — Tudmue: Tunorpadus
TJIaBHOTO yTipaBlieHus HamecTHHKa KaBkasckoro, — 1873. — 442 c.; BecenognanHeii-
it otuer HamectHuka Kaskasckoro mo I'paxkaanckomy Ymnpaienutro Kakas-
ckuM U 3akaBka3ckuM kpaem 1863-1871. — Tudmuc: [b.u.], — 1873. —43 c. va b.

48 Bociomunanus 6apona A.I1. Hukonau. Packpenomienbe B 3aKaBKa3ckoM Kpae //
Pycckwmii apxuB, — 1892. Ne28, — c. 91-125.

4 Kopd, M.A. 3amucku / M.A . Kopd. — Mocksa: 3axapos, — 2003. — 720 c.

0 0630p Bakunckoii rydepruu 3a 1889 roa. — Tudmuc: [6. u.], — 1895. — 30 c.;
0030p bakunckoit rybepuun 3a 1893 rox. — baky: [6. u.], — 1894. — 47 c. [34] c. vo
b. O630p Enuncasernonsckoit ryGepunn 3a 1892 rox. — Tudmmc: Tumorpadus E.N.
Xacanmze, — 1893. — 33 ¢.; O630p Enucasernosbckoii rydoepanu 3a 1897 roa. — Us-
nanue EnncaBeTnonbcKoro ry0epHCKoro craTuCTHIeckoro komurera, — 1898, — 29
c.; O630p Enmcasernonsckoii rybepunu 3a 1910 roa. znanue Enncasernonsckoro
ryOepHCKOr0 CTaTHCTHYECKOro Komureta. - Tudmuc: - 1912, - 345 c.: Tabn. va b.

%! TlamsTHas KHMKKA DpUBAaHCKOH Tybepaun Ha 1906 roa. — Dpusans: Tunorpa-
¢wust I1.0BanecsiHa u K°, — 1905. — 396 c.; [TamsaTHas KHMKKa DpUBaHCKOH Ty0ep-
HuM Ha 1912 ron. — Opusanb: Tun. ['ydepHckoro npasnenus, — 1912, — 783 c.
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Object and subject of the research. The main object of the
research in the current dissertation is the agrarian legislation applied
or attempted to be applied in this region by the tsarist autocracy, which
established a heavy colonial regime in Northern Azerbaijan in the
19th-early 20th centuries and considered its main goal to turn this
region into a raw material base and a wide sales market for the
Romanov empire.

In Northern Azerbaijan, where the main part of the economy was
agricultural in the 19th - beginning of the 20th centuries, the various
laws, instructions, and various other legal acts implemented by the
Romanov autocracy is the main subject of the research conducted in
the current study.

Goals and objectives of the study. The main scientific goal of
the dissertation is to achieve a comprehensive study of the agrarian
legislation of Tsarist Russia in Northern Azerbaijan in the 19th-early
20th centuries. Based on this goal, it was attempted in the research to
solve the following specific scientific tasks:

— To reveal the essence and goals of the measures taken by
tsarism to legally regulate agrarian relations during the occupation
period;

— To draw attention to the fact that tsarism showed special
interest in the preparation of agrarian laws in the 30s of the 19th
century, and to shed light on the essence of these laws;

— To analyze the Russian agrarian legislation applied in
Northern Azerbaijan in the 40s of the 19th century;

— To review the amendments made to the agrarian laws by the
tsarist government in the 50s-60s of the 19th century and to comment
on the issues arising from these amendments;

— To assess the preparation of the Peasant Charter of May 14,
1870, its content and implementation;

— To reveal and show the main essence and features of the
agrarian legislation in the 80s-90s of the 19th century;

— To analyze the uniqueness of the agrarian laws of 1900-1904
and the innovations brought by these laws to the agrarian sphere;

— To analyze the uniqueness of the agrarian laws of 1900-1904
and the innovations that these laws brought to the agrarian sphere;
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— To study and assess the preparation of agrarian laws on the
abolition of temporary obligations and dependency relations, the
essence of these laws and their consequences;

— To search for the principles that guided the preparation of the
agrarian reforms of the 19th-early 20th centuries and to give them an
objective assessment;

—To determine to what extent the essence of the official agrarian
policy implemented in the South Caucasus corresponded to the
interests of tsarism;

— To assess the main results of the functioning of the agrarian
legislative system in the South Caucasus during the period under
study.

Research methods. In writing the dissertation, the main
methods of determining scientific truth are the systematic analysis, the
structural analysis, the comparative analysis, the objective research
methods and its historicity principles. Also, scientific and theoretical
provisions existing in world historiography were used.

Main provisions of the defense. The current dissertation
attempts to put forward the following main scientific provisions for
defense in a substantiated manner:

- The agrarian legislation that the Romanov Russia tried to
implement in Northern Azerbaijan in the 19th-early 20th centuries has
gone through a long and contradictory evolution;

- The main goal of the agrarian legislation applied here was to
put the agrarian life of this country completely under the control of the
imperial center;

- One of the main goals of the Russian agrarian legislation
applied in Northern Azerbaijan was to ensure as much income as
possible was received from this country into the Russian imperial
treasury;

- Russian agrarian legislation in Northern Azerbaijan, as a rule,
did not take into account local peculiarities;

- agrarian legal acts of the imperial bodies were prepared very
slowly and were implemented very slowly;

- this legislation could not fully solve the tasks facing it and
rebuild the agrarian life of Northern Azerbaijan in accordance with the
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wishes and desires of the imperial circles.

Scientific novelty of the research. In the dissertation for the
first time in Azerbaijan national historiography, an attempt has been
made to specifically and comprehensively study the agrarian
legislation of the Russian Empire in Northern Azerbaijan in the 19th -
early 20th centuries. New archival documents and various source
materials have been revealed. The scientific novelty of the work also
lies in the fact that for the first time the following scientific issues have
been resolved here:

— For the first time in Azerbaijan national historiography, the
agrarian legislation of the Russian Empire in Northern Azerbaijan in
the 19th-early 20th centuries has been comprehensively studied;

— The agrarian laws applied by the Russian Empire in Northern
Azerbaijan at the beginning of the 19th — early 20th centuries were
sequentially periodized, and the changes made in each period were
systematized;

— The goals of the initial experimental initiatives of tsarism in
the field of agrarian legislation in Northern Azerbaijan in the first half
of the 19th century were determined and their essence was evaluated;

— An objective assessment of the changes in the agrarian policy
of tsarism in Northern Azerbaijan in the second half of the 19th
century and the nature of these laws was given.

— On the basis of extensive source materials the essence, goals
and results of the colonial agrarian reforms carried out in Northern
Azerbaijan in early 20th century were assessed,;

— It was proven that the agrarian reforms carried out by the
Russian Empire in North Azerbaijan were of a colonial nature;

— It was once again proven that the basis of the agrarian policy
of tsarism was the brutal exploitation of the natural resources of
Northern Azerbaijan.

Theoretical and practical significance of the research. The
study of the agrarian legislation of the Russian Empire in Northern
Azerbaijan in the 19th - early 20th centuries revealed the content,
essence of the colonial agrarian policy of tsarism and its interests in
this region. The generalizations made here, the scientific conclusions
drawn can be used in the preparation of various generalizing works,
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scientific-mass and scientific-popular publications, textbooks on the
“History of Azerbaijan” for general education, secondary specialized
and higher schools, and in conducting lecture courses, special courses
and special seminars.

Approbation and application of the research. The dissertation
work was carried out in the department of “History of Northern
Azerbaijan in the 19th-early 20th centuries” of A.A.Bakikhanov
Institute of History and Ethnology of ANAS, discussed twice in that
department and submitted for defense. The main provisions and main
results of the research were reflected in the author’s scientific articles
on this problem, as well as in his speeches at republican and
international scientific-practical conferences.

The organization where the dissertation work was carried
out. The dissertation work was carried out at the department of
“History of Northern Azerbaijan in the 19th-early 20th centuries” of
A.A.Bakikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology of ANAS.

The total volume of the dissertation (except the list of
literature) is 265093 characters. Introduction — 24264 characters,
Chapter | — 68663 characters, Chapter Il — 72348 characters, Chapter
Il — 84113 characters and the conclusion — 15705 characters.

Il. MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION

In the “Introduction” section of the dissertation, the relevance
and chronological framework of the dissertation is justified, the degree
of study of the problem is commented on, the goals and objectives of
the research, theoretical and methodological bases, source base,
scientific novelty and practical significance are systematically
analyzed, and its approval and structure are shown.

Chapter | of the dissertation, entitled “The first initiatives of
Tsarist Russia in the field of agrarian legislation in Northern
Azerbaijan in the first half of the 19th century”, consists of three
subchapters. The first subchapter, entitled “Attempts to legally
regulate agrarian relations during the occupation period”,
examines the characteristics of taxes and duties applied here during
the process of occupation of Northern Azerbaijan by Russia.
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Already in 1802, it was decided to collect taxes from the
population of the occupied territories. This tax, called the “Sursati
tax”, was supposed to be collected for a period of 3 years. It was
planned to collect 1352 sursati (wheat and barley products) from the
population living in Borchaly, 9000 from Gazakh, 3000 from
Shamshaddil, 2000 from Shorayel, and 1500 kods (1 kod is equal to 7
poods or 10 pounds) from Pambak. >2

The “Regulation on the Rules for the Protection of the Landlords
of Gazakh, Shamshaddil, and Borchaly and Their Relatives and the
Duties of the Landlords before the Government”, signed by Yermolov
on March 31, 1818, was met with great dissatisfaction and mass
demonstrations by the landlords, as it abolished a number of privileges
they had. %3

In 1819, after the death of the Sheki Khan Ismail Khan, General
Yermolov’s declaration dated July 31 stated that since there was no
heir from Ismail Khan’s lineage to rule the khanate, all taxes received
by the khan would be transferred to the imperial treasury.> These
rules applied by the government were also intended for the Shamakhy
and Karabakh khanates. This can be clearly seen from the emperor’s
supreme decree dated April 19, 1823.%°

In order to clarify the relations between the landowner and his
employee, Yermolov signed an instruction in 1824 “On the regulation
of mutual relations between the beys and the peasants in the Guba
province”. According to this instruction, the bey was to receive 1/10
of all agricultural products. The bey could not demand anything from
the peasants in addition to what was specified in the instruction or

52 Akthl, cobpannble KaBkasckoii apxeorpaduueckoii komuccueii (bundan sonra
AKAK — K.A)). — Tuduc: I'maBroe Ynpasnenne Hamectanka KaBkasckoro, — T.
I.— 1866, — c. 195-196.

5 AKAK. — Tuduuc: T'nasnoe Ynpasnenue Hamectnuka Kaskasckoro, — T. VI. —
1874, —gacts 1, €. 696-698.

% AKAK. — Tuduuc: T'nasnoe Ynpasnenne Hamectnuka Kaskasckoro, — T. VI. —
1874, —gacts 1, c. 739.

% AKAK. — Tuduuc: T'nasnoe Ynpasnenne Hamectnuka Kaskasckoro, — T. VI. —
1874, —gacts 1, c. 714.
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replace taxes with money.>®

The second subchapter of this chapter, entitled “Regulation of
agrarian relations in the 30s of the 19th century”, deals with the
wider application of tsarism’s colonial policy in this region after the
occupation of Northern Azerbaijan by Russia and the implementation
of the process of regulating agrarian relations in accordance with its
own interests and benefits.

In the project prepared by Senators P.l.Kutaysov and
Y.l.Mechnikov together with the commander-in-chief Count
I.F.Paskevich and submitted to Tsar Nicholas I, they brought to the
fore the issue of the social support of tsarism in the South Caucasus,
including Northern Azerbaijan, and, approaching the higher Muslim
class from a strictly hostile and discriminatory position, they tried to
justify the necessity of creating a “Russian nobility” here as a reliable
support by abolishing the lands of local feudal lords, primarily the tiyul
land ownership. >’

The next subchapter of Chapter I, entitled “Agrarian Legislation
of the 1940s”, discusses the restriction of the rights of beys and aghas
in the regions of Northern Azerbaijan, the relocation of Russian nobles
from Russia to these territories, and the granting of special privileges
to them, as well as a number of laws signed by the tsarist government
regarding the relations between the owner and the peasant.

On April 10, 1840, with the law “Institutions for the
Administration of the Caucasus Region” approved by Tsar Nicholas I,
the commandant administration method was abolished, and provincial
and regional tax committees were established in the cities of Tiflis and
Shamakhy in the South Caucasus, and district land tax committees
were established in the district centers. %

% Wcropuueckas 3amucka o6 ynpasnenuu Kapkasom: [B 2 Tomax] / — Tudauc: Tu-
norpagus «['yrrendepr», — Tom 1. — 1907. — ¢. 590-591.

57 KonnunanbHas nonuTuka Poccuiickoro napusma B Asepbaiimxane B 20-60-x TT.
XIX B.: [B 2 yactsax] — Mocksa-Jlenunrpan: UznarensctBo AH CCCP, - Y. 1. —
1936. — c. 26-29.

%8 TTonnoe CobGpanue 3akonoB Poccuiickoii Umnepun (bundan sonra — TIC3PU —
K.A.). Cobpanue 2-oe. Otnenenue 1-oe: [B 48 Tomax] / — 1840 r. Cankr-Ilerep-
oypr: Tunorpadus Broporo otaencuus coocteennoi E.W.B. kanuemspun, — T. 15.
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By a special decree issued on January 5, 1841, the Georgian-
Imereti and Caspian state property chambers were established in the
South Caucasus.>®

On February 13, 1841, the Council of the General Administration
adopted two important decisions on the liberation of the Armenian
villages of Gazakh, Shamshaddil and Borchaly from the
“management” of the aghas and meliks, and the liberation of the
“Tatar” (Azerbaijani - A.K.) villages of these areas from the
administration of the aghas (landlords).®°

Tsar Nicholas | established the Caucasian Governor-generalship
in 1844 instead of the General Administration in the South Caucasus.®*
On December 6, 1846, a draft decree consisting of 12 articles was
approved by the tsar. According to this decree, land plots given to their
owners by hereditary ownership, along with all their equipment and
farmsteads, were declared the full property of the owner. 52

The main principles of the decree of December 6, 1846 were
developed in the “Peasant Regulations” issued on April 20 and
December 28, 1847. The first of the regulations was concerned to the
khans and beys of Shamakhy, Shusha, Lankaran, Baku and Guba
uyezds, and the second to the aghas of the Borchaly, Gazakh and
Shamshaddil districts and the families of the khans and beys of
Yelizavetpol %

Chapter Il of the dissertation, consisting of three subchapters, is

—1841. — 3axon 13 370, — c. 265-267.

S TIC3PU. Cobp. 2-oe. Ota. 1-oe. — 1841 r.: [B 48 Tomax] / — Caukr-TletepOypr:
Tumorpadus Broporo otaenenus codctBernnoit E.W.B. xannemspun, — T. 16. —
1842. — 3akon 14 157, c. 21.

60 T"acanos, 1.M. UacTHOBaiebueCKHE KpeCThiHe B A3epbaiiykaHe B epBoii 11o-
noBune Beka / U.M.I'acanoB. — baky: U3n. AH Azep6aiimkanckoii CCP, — 1957.
—c. 147.

81 3uccepman, A.JI. OTpBIBKY M3 MOMX BOCIIOMUHAHHI // Pycckuii BecTHuK, — 1876,
—T. 126. Ne 12, —c. 480.

62 Azorbaycan tarixi Uzro gaynaglar. — Baki: Azarbaycan Universiteti nasriyyati, —
1989, —s. 310-313.

8 TacanoB, .M. YacTHOBIa/IeNIbYECKHE KPECThSHE B A3epOaii/kaHe B IEpBOIA Mo-
noBuHe Beka / I.M.T'acanoB. — baky: Uzn. AH Azep6aimkanckoit CCP, — 1957,
—c. 217.
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entitled “Agrarian legislation of Tsarist Russia in Northern
Azerbaijan in the second half of the 19th century”. The first
subchapter of this chapter, called “Agrarian legislation in the 50-60s
of the 19th century”, is about the changes made by the tsarist
government to the agrarian legislation applied in Northern Azerbaijan,
the issuance of new laws, the size of taxes and duties, and the new
rules applied to the relations between the landowner and the peasant.

The proposals “On the imposition of a new rate of tax on the
population of the Shamakhy gubernia” were approved on November
2, 1851. It envisaged the abolition of the tax collected when selling
silk, the elimination of types of tax collection imposed in 1836 and
already hindering the development of local trade and crafts.%*

On November 18, 1853, an order was issued “On taking a number
of measures for the establishment of land taxes in the South Caucasus
region”.%®

In 1852, some changes were made to the Regulations of April 20,
1847: the tax to be paid by peasants living on the lands of the owner
was increased to Y2 of the entire product (previously this figure was
1/5), the cost of each working day of the peasants was increased to 40
kopecks, etc.5®

In 1853, the ban on peasants moving from one village to another
without permission was approved by the governor-general, and the
district chiefs were instructed to control this matter.®’

On October 6, 1860, a law was passed “Giving the right to
purchase their land plots to the peasants residing in the lands of the

84 TIC3PU. Cobp. 2-0e. Ota. 2-oe. 1851 r.: [B 48 Tomax] / — Canxt-IlerepOypr: Tu-
norpadus Broporo otaenenus coocrsennoi E.M.B. kanuensipun, — T. 26. — 1852.
—3akon 25 709, — c. 84-90.

85 TIC3PU. Cobp. 2-0e. Ota. 1-oe. 1853 r.: [B 48 Tomax] / — Canxt-IlerepOypr: Tu-
norpadus Broporo otaenenus coocrsennoi E.M.B. kanuensipun, — T. 28. — 1854,
—3akon 27 704, — ¢. 560.

8 Kononmnansnas nonuruka Poccuiickoro napusma B Asepbaiimkane B 20-60-x rr.
XIX B.: [B 2 wacTsax]| — M.-JI.: UsmarensctBo AH CCCP, — Y. 2. — 1937, — c. 174-
178.

57 TTomutuka Poccuiickoro mapusMa B AzepOaiimkane B 20-60-x rr. XIX B.: [B 2
gactsax ] — M.-JI.: U3pgareasctBo AH CCCP, — Y. 2. — 1937, —c. 170.
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bey, melik, agha and landowner of the South Caucasus region”.%

In 1861, the South Caucasus Central Reform Committee was
organized, and on June 29, the “Regulation on the boundary-striping
of the South Caucasus region” was approved.®®

The “Regulations on the Establishment of Village Societies, Their
Public Administration, State and Public Obligations” issued for the
Tiflis gubernia on June 29, 1865, the Baku gubernia on September 28,
1866, the Iravan gubernia on December 6, 1867, and the Zagatala
District on July 31, 1867, were intended to further strengthen the
subordination of the peasants to the state and keep them completely
dependent on the police- autocracy state.”

The next subchapter of Chapter Il, entitled “The Peasant
Regulation of 1870, discusses the factors that conditioned the
application of the Regulation of May 14, 1870, the activities of the bey
commissions, and examines the problem of regulating the relations
between the landowner and the peasant in accordance with this
Regulation.

On October 25, 1865, the bey commissions began their work in
the Gazakh, Shamshaddil, Akhalsikh, Saritala areas, Yelisavetpol and
Iravan gubernias. The Tiflis bey commission, having considered the
rights of 340 kins, considered 184 of them, and the Iravan commission

88 [IC3PU. Cobp. 2-oe. Ota. 2-oe. 1860 r.: [B 48 Tomax] / — Caukr-IleTepOypr:
Tumorpadus Broporo otaenenus codctBernnoi E.W.B. xanmemspun, — T. 35, —
1862. — 3axon 36 206, — c. 164-165.

8 TIC3PU. Cobp. 2-oe. Ot 1-oe. 1861 r.: [B 48 Tomax] / — Caukt-TleTepbypr: Tu-
norpacgus Broporo otaeneHus coocrsennoi E.W.B. karnemsapun, — T. 36. — 1863.
—3akon 37 186, — . 1017-1052.

O TIC3PU. Cobp. 2-0e. Ota. 1-oe. 1865 r.: [B 48 Tomax] / — Canxt-IlerepOypr: Tu-
norpadus Broporo otaenenus coocrsennoi E.M.B. kanuensipun, — T. 40. — 1867.
— 3akon 42 268, — ¢. 705-716; IIC3PU. Cobp. 2-oe. Ota. 2-oe. 1866 r.: [B 48
tomax]| / — Cankr-IlerepOypr: Tumorpadust BTOporo otaeneHusi cOOCTBEHHOMN
E.N.B. xanuemsipun, — T. 41. — 1868. — 3akon 43 678, — ¢. 57-68; IIC3PU. Cobp.
2-oe. Otx. 2-oe. 1867 r.: [B 48 Tomax] / — Cankr-IlerepOypr: Tunorpadus BToporo
otnencHus cooctennoit E.M.B. kannemsapun, — T. 42. — 1871. — 3akon 45 247, —
¢. 360; Giilmaliyev, M.M. XVIII asrin son riibii — XIX asrin birinci yarisinda
Azarbaycan kandinin sosial-siyasi strukturu / M.M.Giilmaliyev. — Baki: Elm, —
1989, —s. 189.
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considered 282 kins out of 586 to be “belonging to the upper class”.
In 1869, the Shusha Bey Commission, and in 1870, the Baku Bey
Commission began their work.™

On May 14, 1870, the emperor approved the draft law “On the
land structure of state peasants residing on the lands of the Muslim,
belonging to the upper class and also the Khamsa meliks of the South
Caucasus gubernias: Yelisavetpol, Baku, Iravan and partly Tiflis
gubernia”.”

The “Regulation” of May 14 came into force on November 8,
1870. In connection with this, gubernia courts for peasant affairs were
soon opened, jury positions were established, and conciliation
departments, mainly consisting of judges, were created in the
districts.”

The 1870 year’s reform was not applied to peasants living on the
landowners’ lands on the principle of “voluntariness”. The number of
such peasants in the 200 villages of Yelisavetpol gubernia reached 65
thousand people. The reform was applied to them only from February
21, 1876.7

The last subchapter of Chapter 11, entitled “Agrarian legislation
in the 80s-90s of the 19th century”, deals with the changes made to
the rules for the zoning of state lands and the specific features of the
relations that emerged from these changes between the landowner and
the peasants, etc.

On April 3, 1889, the government tried to accelerate boundary-
striping by issuing a law “On increasing the number of employees in
boundary-striping offices in the South Caucasus region and the

"I Hukonau, A.T1. Oryer no I'NMaBHOMY YIIpaBJeHHIO HaMeCTHHKA KaBKa3ckoro 3a
nepBoe 10-etue ynpasnenus KaBkazckum u 3akaBKa3cKUM KpaeM KHs3eM Muxa-
nnom Hukomaesmuem 6 aexabps 1862 r. — 6 nexabps 1872 r. / A.Il.Hukonan. —
Tudnuc: Tunorpadus riaBHOro yrpasneHus HamecTHuka KaBkasckoro, — 1873,
—c. 3-4.

"2 TIC3PU. Cobp. 2-0e. Ota. 1-oe. 1870 r.: [B 48 Tomax] / — Canxt-IlerepOypr: Tu-
norpadus Broporo oraenenus coocrsennoi E.J1.B. xannensapun, — T. 45. — 1874.
—3akon 48 357, — c. 638-642.

8 Asaymanu, C.JI. Kpectosuckuii Bonpoc B 3akaBkasbe: [B 4-x yactsx] / C.JI. ABa-
manu. — Onecca: Tumorpadus Texuuk, — Y. 3. — 1914, —c. 182.

™ Azorbaycan tarixi: [7 cildds]. — Baki: Elm, — IV cild (X1X asr), — 2000, —s. 186.
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number of locals involved in boundary-striping.”™

In 1880, a draft “On the rights over water and the rules for the use
of water in the South Caucasus” was prepared,’® and on December 3,
1890, the “Draft on the rights over water and irrigation of lands in the
South Caucasus region” was approved by the tsar and entered into
force.

On May 26, 1897, a new law was promulgated, which discussed
measures to accelerate the land boundary-striping in the South
Caucasus. '8 According to the tsar’s decree of November 6, 1897, in
order to consolidate land plots in the South Caucasus as the property
of landowners, the issuance of certificates to them was approved, and
the issuance of such certificates was entrusted to the courts. "

On May 17, 1898, the tsarist government introduced special rules
legalizing the assessment of peasant lands.®

Chapter 1l of the dissertation, entitled “Agrarian reforms
carried out by Tsarist Russia in Northern Azerbaijan at the
beginning of the 20th century”, also consists of three subchapters.
The first subchapter, entitled “Agrarian Laws of 1900-1904s”,
illuminates the new rules applied in providing peasants with land,
collecting land taxes, and organizing irrigation work.

According to the law “On the Collection and Estimate of Land
Taxes in the South Caucasus for 1901-1903s”, the collection of land

S TIC3PU. Cobp. 3-¢. 1889 r. Cankr-IletepOypr: I'oc. Tumorpadus, — T. 9, — 1891.
— 3akoH 5 901, —c. 128-129.

6 TIC3PU. Cobp. 3-e. Ota. 1-oe. 1890 r. Canxr-IletepOypr: Toc. Tunorpadpus, — T.
10.—1893. — 3akon 7 255, —c. 761-769.

" TIC3PU. Cobp. 3-e. Ota. 1-oe. 1897 r. Canxt-Iletepbypr: I'oc. Tunorpadus, — T.
17.—1900. — 3akon 14 150, — c. 315-319.

8 OTHOIIEHNE IOPUCKOHCYILTA 10 CY1e0HBIM U MeKeBbIM AenaMm Ha Kaskase ot 10
nekabps 1897 roma, Nel1560 // Azarbaycan Respublikasi Dovlat Tarix Arxivi, fond
Ne54, siyaht Nel, ig Ne73, voraq — 2.

S OTHOIIEHNE IOPUCKOHCYILTA 1O CY1e0HBIM U MeKeBbIM AenaMm Ha Kaskase ot 10
nekabps 1897 rona, Nel1560 // Azorbaycan Respublikasi Dovlat Tarix Arxivi, fond
Ne54, siyaht Nel, ig No73, varaq — 2.

80 Pcmanmos, MLA. TocynapcTBeHHBIE KpecThsiHe A3epOaiimkana B koHne XIX B. /
— baky: Tpyast Uncturyta Uctopun AH Aszep6aiimkanckoit CCP, — 1957. — T.
11, —c. 129.
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taxes in Northern Azerbaijan was planned for 3 years and its estimate
was calculated.®

This law mainly established the toyju (one of the taxes collected
from the peasants) obligation for treasury lands in permanent use by
state peasants, the land tax for all other lands, and the permanent
public-land tax. Along with the land tax, 10-12% of the net income of
state peasants was also included in the toyju tax. &

The main goal of the numerous laws and other acts with the force
of law issued in 1900-1904 was one - to keep the property rights over
land, which tsarism still considered the main source of income, in the
hands of the state treasury and to increase treasury revenues as much
as possible by all means.

The second subchapter of Chapter IlI, entitled “Preparation of
agrarian laws on the abolition of temporary obligations and
dependency relations”, elucidates various projects prepared in
Northern Azerbaijan to abolish the dependency relations and
temporary obligations of owner peasants on landlords.

According to the draft prepared in 1904, peasants living on
landlord lands in the South Caucasus gubernias were included in the
category of private property owners by forcibly purchasing allotments
with “state financial assistance”.%

On November 22, 1905, the Caucasian Viceroy l.I.\Vorontsov-
Dashkov submitted a draft law “On the Settlement of the Peasant
Question in the Caucasus” to the Council of Ministers.®*

At the beginning of 1909 — during the heyday of Stolypin’s
agrarian policy, the draft law prepared by the Caucasian Viceroy for
the South Caucasus gubernias was discussed several times in the
Council of Ministers, and after the draft was approved on March 17,

8L TIC3PU. Cobp. 3-e. 1900 r. Cankt-Iletep6ypr: Ioc. Tunorpadus, — T. 20. — 1902.
—3akon 18 856, — . 782-784.

82 Marepuans! as usydenus xynonkosojctsa. Cankt-Iletep6ypr: 1912, c. 115.

8 Talibzado, 1.A. Azorbaycanda 1912-ci il aqrar islahat1 / I.A.Talibzads. — Baka:
Azarbaycan SSR Elmlor Akademiyasi nagriyyati, — 1965, —s. 26.

8 Bceenoananneiinas 3anucka no yrnpasieHnto KaBka3sckuM KpaeMm TeHepasi-ajb-
1otanTa rpada Boponnosa-Jlamkosa. — Tuduuc: I'oc. Tunorpadus, — 1907. ——c.
41,
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1911 was submitted to the 111 State Duma on September 24, 1911.

Finally, the draft became law on December 20, 1912. This law
covered the Baku, Yelisavetpol, and Iravan gubernias of the South
Caucasus, as well as part of the Tiflis gubernia. The law was not
applied to Dagestan and Zagatala districts.®

The preparation of laws on the abolition of temporary obligations
and dependency relations of peasants can be considered an innovation
in the field of agrarian legislation of tsarism.

The last subchapter, entitled “Agrarian laws on the abolition of
temporary obligations and dependency relations and their
consequences”, deals with the agrarian laws applied to regulate
landlord-peasant relations and land purchase and sale transactions.

The law of December 20, 1912, stipulated the rules for the
compulsory purchase of land by temporarily obligated peasants living
on landowners’ lands and having share plots. Payments to landowners
in the Tiflis, Kutaisi, Iravan, Yelisavetpol and Baku gubernias were
transferred to purchase payments from January 1, 1913, and according
to these rules, the lands became the private property of the peasants. &
Thus, the laws of 1912-1913 could not completely resolve the agrarian
issue.

In the “Conclusion” section of the dissertation, the main
provisions arising from the research are generalized, the scientific
research is concluded, and the important results obtained are noted.

Based on the most different materials brought to the research
throughout the dissertation, that most of them newly entered into
scientific circulation, it can be argued that during the entire historical
period chosen for research - the 19th-early 20th centuries, the agrarian
policy pursued by the Romanovs Russia in Northern Azerbaijan, as
well as the legislation of tsarism in general for this period, was
extremely unstable, inconsistent and contradictory, and was
determined primarily by Russia’s imperialist-colonial interests.

8 Aganuanu, C.JI. Kpecthsuckuii Bonpoc B 3akaBkasbe: [B 4-x uactax] / C.JI. ABa-
mianu. — Tudmue: Mznanne Tudmucckoro ['ocynapcTBeHHOrO YHHBEpcUTeTa, —
Yacte 4. — 1920, — ¢. 117-118.

8 TIC3PU. Cobp. 3-¢. 1912 r. Ota. l-oe. Merporpan: Toc. Tunorpadus, — T. 32. —
1915. — 3axon 38 539, — c. 1687-1692.
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These studies also clearly show that one of the main aspects of the
colonial occupation policy pursued by Russia in the South Caucasus
was to expand the borders of the empire and turn this land into a source
of income for the empire.

As a result of the investigations conducted, it can be come to such
a general conclusion that, although a formal legal basis was prepared
in the field of regulating a number of areas of agriculture as a result of
the agrarian policy pursued by the tsarism in Northern Azerbaijan
during the colonial period of the 19th-early 20th centuries, the laws
often remained on paper, the agrarian laws could not radically change
the situation in practice, the agrarian legislation of the tsarism here had
an unstable and inconsistent character, primarily served to ensure the
colonial interests of the tsarism, and could not create fundamental
changes in local agrarian relations.

The main purpose of the agrarian legislation, which was to provide
the legal basis for the agrarian policy pursued by tsarism in Northern
Azerbaijan during its nearly century of freedom, was to subordinate
local agrarian relations to legal norms and acts that were in line with
the goals of tsarism and put them at the service of the new colonizers.
Although these agrarian laws formally gave the impression of creating
an agrarian jurisprudence base here, in practice local, centuries-old
agrarian customs and traditions retained their main positions and
continued to play the role of the main destroyers of local agrarian life.
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