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I.GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DISSERTATION

Relevance and degree of investigation of the topic After the
Republic of Azerbaijan restored its state independence, the necessity
to comprehensively re-examine various issues of the homeland's
history emerged. Because for a long historical period, the Soviet
ideological concept based on class struggle hindered an objective
approach to events. The ideological concepts dominant in Soviet
historiography, by approaching events from a class perspective, led
to the emergence of subjects where the main facts were distorted. In
this regard, there are still issues that need to be carefully studied
based on the primary historical sources of the period. One such
problem is the history of the southeastern region of Northern
Azerbaijan. The study of the socio-political, socio-economic
situation, and cultural construction of the region in the early 20th
century as a problem is one of the important issues to be addressed in
Azerbaijani historiography. Thus, in national historiography, the
comprehensive study of problems that have been overlooked and
poorly researched based on new concepts is of particular relevance.

The southeastern region of Northern Azerbaijan involved in the
study encompasses the territories of the administrative districts of
Astara, Jalilabad, Lerik, Masally, Yardimly, and Lankaran, which are
part of the modern Republic of Azerbaijan's Lankaran economic
region. This geographical area, possessing the same historical-
ethnographic characteristics, was referred to as the southern or
southeastern region of Northern Azerbaijan for a long period as an
administrative unit. During the khanates period, the Lankaran
khanate, and after the abolition of the khanates, the Lankaran district,
which was formed according to the administrative-territorial division
implemented in the Russian Empire, was initially part of the
administrative-territorial unit of the Shamakhi and later the Baku
Governorate.

The southeastern region of Northern Azerbaijan is one of the
areas where people with diverse economic orientations and similar
lifestyle characteristics, in terms of geographical location, natural-
climatic conditions, and landscape diversity, have settled. The
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foundation of the unity united under the name Azerbaijanis was laid
in ancient times. For a long historical period, the Turks and Talish
people living together have remarkably preserved and passed down
the archaic language, culture, customs, and traditions of their
ancestors to the present day without any external influence. The
achievements of this leading force in material and spiritual culture
over the centuries in the region have brought them closer together
and strengthened their bond. All of this is the embodiment of the
dominant values and unbreakable unity that have ensured their
coexistence throughout history. This unity, as in all periods of
history, continues today with confidence and success. Thus, the
heroism demonstrated by the region's youth during the First
Karabakh and the 44-day Patriotic War in defense of our homeland's
integrity is a clear example of this.

According to the  administrative-territorial  division
implemented in the Russian Empire, during the period under study,
the southeastern region was divided into five police districts:
Sabidas, Lankaran, Arkivan, Zuvand, and Astara. The areas were
further divided into communities and villages®. The city of Lankaran,
the center of the region, was governed by an elected self-governance
leader, while the district was managed by a district chief appointed
by the governor.

Like other regions of Northern Azerbaijan, the southeastern
region also saw an increase in population due to the significant steps
taken, albeit partially, towards regulating social relations after it
became part of the Russian Empire. In the region, where the majority
of the population consisted of Azerbaijanis, the number of people
was 131,361 in 1897, 168,122 in 1910, and reached 177,467 in
1912.%2 In terms of numbers, after the Azerbaijanis, the Russian

! Kuctumes, JI.A. DKOHOMHMYECKHMH OBIT TOCYIAapCTBEHHBIX  KPECThSH
Jlenkopanckoro yesna, bakwmuckoil ryOepHmm // Tudmmc: Matepuansr s
M3y4YEeHUs] DKOHOMHYECKOTO ObITa TOCYIAPCTBEHHBIX KPECThSIH 3aKaBKa3CKOTO
kpast, — 1887, — tom VII, — c. 544; Kaskasckuii kajgengaps Ha 1912 rox / Tlox pen.
Heiict. Crarck. CosetH. A.lllaBpoBa. LXVII roxg. — Tudmmc: Tumorpadus
Kannensapus KaBkasckoro HamectHuka, - 1911, — 1V ota. c. 233.

2 Kapkasckuii kanenaaps Ha 1912 rox. — IV ota. c. 233.
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population was considered the leading force in the region. According
to contemporary sources, "in 1844, out of the 8618 Russian
population living in the entire South Caucasus, 2634 resided only in
the Lankaran district."3However, in the first decade of the 20th
century, the number of Russians in the region increased sixfold to
14,3174, and in 1915, it had reached 20,316.°

In this regard, the southeastern region has long been
characterized as a rather complex area in terms of the struggle
against the colonial and resettlement policies of Tsarist Russia and
the uprisings that occurred. As a result of the colonial policies
implemented by Tsarism, the villages were plagued by poverty, the
peasants faced land scarcity landlessness, and heavy burdens, which
led to peasant uprisings in the region.

The population, who did not reconcile with the empire's
colonial policy, also waged stubborn resistance against the tsarist
officials who did not know the local people's language and customs.
Fearing the anger of the local population, Tsarism tried to prevent
protests by implementing a partially lenient policy in the region and
appointing local officials to leadership positions in the districts.

World War | had a heavy impact on the socio-economic status
of the Lankaran region as in other regions of the country. Russia,
which was involved in the war, was greeted with such a great crisis.
The study of the region’s socio-economic situation and the empire's
sinister political administration system is of special relevance. The
relevance of the research work is also related to the study of
important issues such as the relationship between the government
and the public in a wartime environment. As a result of the unusually

3 KosloHuanpHasi MOJUTHKA POCCHICKOro mapusMa B AsepOaiimane B 20-60 rT.
XIX B.: ®econampHble OTHOIICHUS W KOJOHHAIBHBIA pexknM, 1843-1868 rr. /
coctaBusia U noaroroBwina k neyatamu H.I'.bormanoBa. — MockBa-JleHunrpanu:
WznmatensctBo Akamemun Hayk CCP, —gacts 11, — 1937. —¢. 273.

4Ouepk CeNbCKOrO M JIECHOro Xo3siicTea JleHKkopaHckaro yesna, BakumHCKO
ryoepann / I.V.3. u 3. bakuncko-Jlarectanckoe YmpaBieHue 3emiienenus W
IocynapcrBennbix Mmymiects. — baky: 1914. — c. 28.

5 Kapkasckuii kanenmape Ha 1916 r. / TTox pen. Heiicts. Crarck. CoBeTH.
laBpoBa. Ortnmenenue crarucruka. — Tudmmcs: Tunorpadus Kanuemspus
Kaskasckoro Hamectnuka, — 1915. — ¢. 38-39.
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deepening food crisis during this period, there was a significant
shortage of food products in the region, and their prices had
increased considerably. The collapse of agriculture, mobilizations,
regular requisitions, inflation, and speculation further worsened the
already difficult situation of the peasants in the disaster.

One of the main aspects determining the relevance of the
dissertation is the investigation of various art fields that significantly
influenced the development of agriculture in the Lankaran district in
the early 20th century, including the construction of new roads, trade,
communication, and the development of handicrafts. Factors arising
from the natural and geographical conditions of the district positively
influenced the development of agriculture, particularly rice and grain
farming, which were the main sources of income for the population.

In general, although the history of the southeastern region of
North Azerbaijan has been the focus of attention of researchers in
various ways, many areas of agrarian economy, socio-political,
educational, cultural and health history have not been the subject of a
comprehensive special study. The choice of the problem as a
research topic arose from the need to fill the gap in the Motherland
historiography. The fact that research work also studies the issues of
the political, economic, and cultural construction of the southeastern
region of North Azerbaijan at the beginning of the 20th century
based on a large number of sources and literature that have not been
involved in the study so far increases the relevance of the problem.

One of the main issues that determined the relevance of the
research work is the existence of problems in the fields of education,
culture, and healthcare. In a letter sent by the Baku Governorate
administration to the Caucasian viceroy on May 16, 1913, the author
noted the extreme necessity ® of having a secondary education
institution in the southernmost city located on the border with Iran to
strengthen the empire's influence. However, this issue remained a
problem. However, by the early 20th century, schools and

® BakuHCkuii TyGepHaTOp 10 IyGepHCKOMY MO TOPOJCKHM JIeaM IPUCYTCTBUIO:
HamecTtHuka ero nmmneparopckoro BenndectBa Ha KaBkasze (baky: 1913, 16 mas) //
Azarbaycan Respublikasi Dovlat Tarix Arxivi, Fond Ne 1, siyah1 Ne 1, is Ne 1260,
varaq — 17-18.
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gymnasiums such as Bakhjat, Ziya, Russian-Turkish, and Muslim
girls' schools, established by prominent intellectuals of the region,
had a certain impact on the development of education in the area.

One of the other factors determining the relevance of the
dissertation is the study of the socio-political situation in the region
during the 1917-1920 years. The revolution did not bring any
significant changes to the lives of the region's population. In the
region, various opposing political forces were at odds with each
other. For nearly two years, the local Muslim population was
subjected to massacres by Bolshevik-Armenian bandit groups and
Malakans, as well as Russian nationalists.

Thanks to the courage and heroism shown by the Azerbaijani
army and local partisan detachments in the region, the enemy forces
surrendered. The author, who wrote about this great historical event,
wrote: On Saturday, August 23, the savior army, which arrived in
Lankaran under the command of Major General Salimov, was
warmly welcomed by the population. On the occasion of the arrival
of our army, the city was decorated with the national flags of
Azerbaijan. The inscription on the arches reads: “In the face of our
young army, a new Muslim month has appeared on the horizon of
our Motherland, illuminating the joyful spirit of everyone. O
Almighty God, increase the light of this month in the world and let it
illuminate our path to peace, love for the Motherland, power, and
glory. Long live our heroic soldiers’ working for the welfare of the
Motherland,” and the inclusion of valuable facts written in a spirit of
high patriotism in the research further increases the relevance of the
dissertation work.

One of the factors determining the relevance of the research is
the study of cultural construction issues during the period of the
temporary government and the Azerbaijan People's Republic in the
southeastern region. The Azerbaijan People's Republic, which
existed for only 23 months, from its very first day, the measures
implemented in the fields of state-building, economy, culture, and
education yielded positive results.

" Teiimypbek. Jlenkopanb  (OT HauIEro CHeUMANbH. KOPPECTOHIEHTa) //
Aszepbaiimxkas. — 1919, 3 cenrsdpst. — C. 6.
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As for the level of study of the problem, although some
historical issues of the southeastern region of Northern Azerbaijan
have been researched, it has not yet been the subject of a
comprehensive study. In many generalizing works, researchers have
limited themselves to characterizing socio-economic relations in the
region.

Considering the essence of the propositions put forward in the
dissertation, the historiography of the research work can be divided
into four periods: the early 19th-20th centuries (up to 1917), the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, the Soviet period, and the years of
independence. The works written during this period differ from each
other in terms of methodology and research methods. The works
belonging to the first and second periods were based on various
methodological principles and approached from different
perspectives. The works of the third period, on the other hand, were
based on the methodology of Marxism-Leninism. Here, the
principles of problem study were taken into account, and issues were
approached critically where appropriate, with objective analysis
conducted. During the period studied in the years of independence,
although the socio-economic, ethnographic, and political events that
occurred in the Lankaran district in 1918-1920 were investigated to
some extent, the history of the southeastern region of Northern
Azerbaijan has not been studied comprehensively until now.

At the initial stage of the historiography of the research work,
the authors laid the foundation for the collection and systematization
of factual materials on the agrarian history of the empire. The special
value of these works lies in the fact that they were witnesses or
organizers of agricultural educational events. In this regard, historical
works of the period are of particular importance in obtaining
complete information about various areas of agriculture in the region.

In much historical literature works on the socio-economic
situation of the South Caucasus provinces, the economic life and
everyday life features of the Lankaran province during the reign of
Tsarist Russia have been briefly highlighted. The works included in
the first stage of historiography did not touch on political issues in
general, but rather highlighted the economic potential and ethnic
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composition of the region. The information about the region, at least
partially provided in the generalized works of V. Gaevsky®, Von
Graebner ° on land relations in the South Caucasus,
S.Gulishambarov!? on factories and plants of the Baku province,
X.A. Vermishev! on land issues of state peasants, N.N. Shavrov'? on
resettlement issues, irrigation, land relations and fishing, V.V.
Smirnov?® on fishing, K. Khatisov!* on cottage industry, written at
the beginning of the 19th-20th centuries, was included in the study.
In the works of the Russian military historian N.F. Dubrovin®®,
while researching the military history of Russia in the Caucasus, also
provided information about the history and ethnography of the
peoples of the region. In the second book of the first volume of his
works, the daily life and customs, religions, educational issues, and

8 T'eeckuit B. Kparkuii ouepk 3emienenus 3a Kaskasom // Tudauc: Kapkasckoro
OO011ecTBa ceaLcKoro xo3giicraa. — 1887, suim. 9-10. — c¢. 145-158
® I'pebuep, A.B. Toprosble moporu 3akapkasbs / A.B. gon I'pebuep. — Cankr-
IetepOypr: tumn. U. Tompndepra, — 1896. — 55 c.
10 0O630p (abpux u 3aBomoB bakuHckoit rydepHuu / MCTOpHKO-CTaTHHECKOE
onucanue (habpUIHO-3aBOJICKON IesATENbHOCTH bakMHCKOI TryOepHHH B CBS3H C
pa3BUTHEM B HEW KYCTAapHBIX NMpoMmbIcioB: C IutaHOM OanaxaHCKOHM IUTOMmag. —
Cocr.: Ct. I'ynmumram6apos. — Tudumc, — 1890. — 278 ¢
11 Bepmumep X.A. 3emiie/iesiie y TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX KPECThSH 3aKaBKA3CKOTO
kpas / X.A.Bepmure. — Tudmuc: — 1888, — 564 ¢
2 llaBpos, H.H. Octpos Capa (cTpoenue, ocobensoctu, ¢uopa u ¢ayna) //
Bamucku Kaskasckoro ormena HMwmepatopckoro Pycckoro I'eorpaduueckoro
obmecrBa, — kHmwkka XXVI, Bemyck 5, — Tudmuc: Tunorpadus
K.I1.Ko3moBckoro, - 1909. — 50 c.; IllaBpo, H. PriOHOE nemo B AcTapuHCKOM
paiione. Bectauk Pridonpomsimennoctu. Opran UmnepaTtopckoro Poccuiickoro
Oo6mectBa PriboBoactea u peidomoecrea. — 1912, Ne 8-10, — XXVII rox, — ¢. 207-
241.; 1laBpoB, H.H. Ilepcumckume mobepexse Kacmmiickoro Mops, ero
npousBogutenbHocTh U ToproBis  /  H.H.IllaBpoB. — Tudauc: Ttum.
K.I1.Ko3mosckaro, — 1913. — 93 c.
13 Cmupnos. B.B. Pri6Hoe X034iicTBO B Bojax Azep6aiimxana 3a 1880-1920 r.r. /
B.B.CmupHoB. — baky: U3nanue Az. 1. C. Y. —1925. - 86 c.
14 Xarucos, K. KycrapHble NpOMBICIBI 3aKaBKa3ckoro kpas / OT4eTsl u
HCCIIEIOBaHMA 110 KycTapHOW mpomsbinuieHHOCTH B Pocun. — Canxrt-IletepOypr:
1894, — tom I, — c. 259-370
15 y6posun H.®. Hcropus BoiHBI M BiagbluecTBa pycckux Ha Kaskaze /
H.® . JIyoposuHn. - Ouyepk KaBkasza u HaponoB ero Hacenstomux.- Toum |. - Kuura Il
3akaBkasbe. — Cankr-IlerepOypr, — 1871, — 423 ¢
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administrative governance system of the peoples of the South
Caucasus were described. The work sheds light on the socio-
economic and socio-political situation of the region, as well as
administrative issues after the Lankaran Khanate was invaded by
Tsarist Russia.

While researching the history of the region, reference was also
made to the article by P.F. Riss'®, one of the experts sent by the
empire to study the territories it had occupied. Although the article
was not directly related to the problem, the brief notes on the region's
socio-economic issues were included in the dissertation.

There is valuable information about the economic situation, social
composition, and various sectors of agriculture and industry of the
district in the articles of B.Leqkobitov!’ and D.A.Kistinev'®, as well as
in the work of V.M.Sidorov *°. These works, although written

8Pycca, [1.MD. O TamblIMHLIAX HX o0paze xu3HM 1 s13b1ke // 3anmcku KaBka3ukoro
ormena mMmepatopckoro Pycckoro I'eorpadudeckoro obmectBa. Kumkka 111,
m3ganHas mon penakouero E.A.BepmepeBckoro. - Tudmuc: B rtunorpaduun
KaHIensipun HamecTHUK KaBka3sckoro, 1855. —c. 1-72

17 Jlerko6miToB, B. Tamsmmmuckoe xanctBo // — CII6.: O6o3penme Poccmiickux
BiIazieHui 3a KaBka3oM B CTaTHCTHYECKOM, 3THOTPA(dHIECKOM, TOIOTpadhUIecKoM
M (UHAHCOBOM OTHOUICHHSAX, MPOM3BEACHHOE W M3JIaHHOE MO BBICOYANILIEMY
cousBoJieHuto. — B 4 yacth yacts 1. — 1836. — c. 175-254

18 Kucrunes, JI.A. DKOHOMMHYECKMH OBIT TOCYIAapCTBEHHBIX  KPECThSH
JlenkopaHckoro yesma, bakumuckoit rybepuunm // — Tudmuc: Marepuanst s
H3y4eHUsI IKOHOMHMYECKOTO OBITa TOCYJapCTBEHHBIX KPECTBhSIH 3aKaBKa3CKOI'O

kpast, — 1887, — Tom VII, — c. 535-764; Kuctunes, .A. HWcrouynuku
Gnarococtosiiusi  KpecthsiH Jlenkopanckaro yesma [// — Tudmuc: Tpymast
KaBkasckaro oOmiecTBa ceiabckaro xossiicrBa, — 1889. Ne 1-2, — c¢. 55-82;

Kuctunes, [I.A. Wcrounuku Grarococtosius kpecthsiH JleHkopaHckaro yesna //
Tudmuc: Tpyasr KaBkaszckaro obrmmecTBa cenbekaro xo3sicrea, — 1889, Ne 3-4, —c.
146-161; Kucrunes, [.A. Mcrounnkn GnarococtossHust KpecThbsiH JIeHKOpaHCKOTo
yesna // — Tudmuc: Tpynsl KaBkasckaro oGiecTBa cebckaro xossiictea. — 1889,
Ne 5-6, — c. 284-317; Kucrenes, I.A. KycrapHas mOpOM3BOIWTEIBHOCTE U
MOCTOPOHHBIE 3apo0oTkM KpecTsH B Jlemkopanckom yesma // — Tudumc: Tpyast
NwmnepaTtopckoro KaBka3ckoro o0mecTBa ceIbCKOT0 XO034HCTBa, — O TPHUAIATH
HIECTOM, CEHTAOPB-OKTsIOph, — 1891, Ne 9-10, — c. 395-409

19 Cunopos, B.M. ITo Poccuu. Kapkas. IlyTeBble 3aMETKH M BIEYATJIEHMS.
Ipaktnueckusi ceepenusi misa typucta / B.M.Cumopo. — C.-IletepOypr:
Tumnorpadus M. Akunduesa u 1.Jleontsesa, — 1897. — Tom 2. — 683
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unilaterally within the framework of the empire’s interests, hold special
significance in the study of the region's socio-economic situation.

The research also used the works of A. Yunitsky? on the
settlement of Russians in Northern Azerbaijan, the areas selected for
settlers, and the construction of Orthodox religious buildings.

In the study of the region's historical and ethnographic aspects,
articles by A.M. Zavadsky?, who traveled in the Lankaran district in
1902, were used, which discussed agriculture, horticulture, and
gardening in accordance with the area's natural geographical
conditions. Karpovich's articles on rice growing in the Lankaran
district, and S.P. Zelinsky's articles on melon farms were also used.
Here, extensive information is provided about the leading economic
sectors of the district, rice growing and melon growing. Additionally,
articles by Lev Karpovich?? on rice cultivation in the Lankaran
district and S.P. Zelinsky?® on gardening farms were also utilized.
Here, extensive information is provided about the leading
agricultural sectors of the district, namely rice cultivation and
gardening.

2 Onuukuit, AWM. VcTopus HpaBOCIaBHBIX LiepkBeil M HpuxonoB BakuHCKoi
ryoepuaun (1815-1905 rr.) / A.MIOuunxwmit. — baky: bakumHCKOe OpaTcTBO
3akoHoyumtesnei, 1906. — 193 c.; FOuumkuii A. I'He3na cexrantcTBa Ha Kaekase //
Cankr-IletepOypr: Ony0sukoBaHo: XpuctuaHckoe utenue, — 1895, Ne 1-2, — c.
142-164
21 3apanckuii, A.M. IToesnxa, a Taneim nerom 1902 roxa // — Tudnuc: Uspectus
Kagkasckoro Orena Mmmneparopckoro Pycckoro I'eorpaduyeckoro oodiiectsa, T.
XX, 1907-1908. — 1909. — c. 27-39
22 Kapnosuu, Jles. Kymbrypa puca B Jlenkopanckom yesme // — Tudumc:
Kaskasckoe Cenbckoe Xo3siicTBo. — 1900, Ne 316. — ¢. 53-56.
23 3enuuckuit, C.I1. KynpTypa npiau B Jlenkopanckom yesze // — Tudmuc: Opran
Nwmnepatopckoro Kaskaszckoro OOmecTBa cenmbckoro XozsicTBa. KaBkasckoe
cenbckoe xo3aicTBo. — 1898. Ne 208, — c. 43; 3enunckuii, C. KynpTypa apiHu B
Jlenkopanckom yeszne. Opran  HMwmmepatopckoro Kaskazckoro OoOmiecTBa
cenbckoro xossiictea // — KaBkasckoe Cenbckoe xo3siiictBo. — 1898. — 8 siHBaps,
Ne 209, — c. 32-34; 3enunckuii, C. KynsTypa nsiau B JIeHKOpaHCcKoM yeszae // —
Tudmuc: Opran Mmmnepatopckoro KaBkasckoro OOrmiecTBa CeIbCKOTO XO35HCTBA!
Kaskasckoe Cenbckoe xo3siictBo. — 1898. — 15 smBaps, Ne 210, — c¢. 52-53;
3emmackuii, C. Kymprypa nemm B JlenkopanckoMm yesne // — Tudmuc: Opran
Nwmnepatopckoro Kaekaszckoro OOmecTBa celbcKoro XossicTBa. KaBkazckoe
Cenbckoe xo3siicTBo — 1898. — 13 despans, Ne 214, —c. 113-114

11



In the early 20th century, the statistics 2* related to the

construction of the Mughan railway and the works on the rural and
forestry economy?® of the Lankaran region played a special role in
studying the socio-economic, natural, and geographical conditions of
the region, its settlements, and the agricultural and forestry sectors
that were valuable sources of raw materials.

While researching the study, reference was also made to the
summarized works of S.L. Awvaliani on the peasant ?® issue in
Transcaucasia and I.L. Segal on peasant land ownership 2’ in
Transcaucasia, dedicated to the economic history of the South
Caucasus. Although the works do not provide information about the
Lankaran district, they hold special significance in studying the
socio-economic conditions of the period.

In the territory of the Empire, the work of Q.M. Tumanov?®
was used regarding the activities of city self-government and
zemstvo administrations. The author provided brief information
about Lankaran in the generalized work related to the Caucasus.

24 Pajion Myrauckoil >ele3HOH JOpOrM B 9JKOHOMMYECKOM OTHOLICHMH /
CocraBneno mox pex. ILII. YepBuuckoro. — Cankr-IletepOypr, Tumnorpadus
IepBoit Cub. Tpymosoii Aprenu, 1913, — 526 c.
25 Ouepk CENBCKOTO M JIECHOTO Xo3siicTBa JIeHKOpaHckaro yesjua, BakuHCKoOM
ryoepunn / I'.YV.3. u 3. Bakuncko-J/larecranckoe YmpaBicHue 3emieaciaus U
I'ocynapcrBennbix Mmymects. — baky: 1914. — 231 ¢
% Apamuanu, C.JI. KpecThauckuii Bonpoc B 3akaBkasbe / IlocensHckas pedopma u
pedopma cocI0BHO-TI03EMENBHBIX OTHOIIEHUH B MYCYJIbMaHCKUX ITPOBHHIIAX — B
4 tomax tom III — Opecca: Tunorpadus «Texank», — 1914. — 180 c.; ABanmanu
C.JI. KpecTpsHCKHIA BOTIpOoC B 3aKaBKa3be / YTpa3qHEHHE BPEMEHHOOOS3aHHBIX H
3aBUCHMBIX OTHOIIEHUH KPECThSH U IOCENISH B 3aKaBKa3be. XU3aHCKUH BOIpOC. -
Tudauc: m3nanne. Tudmuckoro ['ocynapcTBeHHOro YHHUBECHTET, — B 4 TOMax TOM
IV —-1920.-229 ¢
2" Ceranb, W.JI. Kpectpanckoe 3emneBnaienue B 3akaBkasbe / M.JI.Ceranp. —
Tudmuc: Tunorpadus K.I1.Koznosckoro. — 1912, — 154 ¢
ZTymanos, I'M. 3aMeTku 0 ropojckoMm camoyrpasieHuu Ha Kapkasze / T'. M.
TymanoB. — Tudunuc: Tunorpadus S1.1.JIubepmana, 1902. — 213 c.; TymaHos,
I''M. K BBeznenunio Ha KaBkase 3eMCKOTO caMoympaBiicHHUs /| MaTepHaioB cOOpHU
kH. ['M.TymanoB. — Tudmuc: Dnexrponeynas tunorpadcekoro Tos-Ba «I'epmecy,
1905.-80 ¢
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In the works of M.A.Rasulzade? and M.B.Mammadzade® on
the historiography of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic period, the
political events occurring in the region are illuminated. M.B.
Mammadzada's article published in the "Kurtulus"3! journal in 1935,
dedicated to the 15th anniversary of the uprising against the
Bolsheviks in the Lankaran district in 1920-1921, is of great
scientific value. In the article, the author commented on the stubborn
struggle of the armed groups formed in the region under the
leadership of Jamal Chavush for the independence of Azerbaijan.

The research work also included the 1920 address calendar3?
published during the period of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic,
which reflects various historical events.

Soviet historiography has a unique role in the study of current
problems in the region. Although Soviet historians devoted more
space to the study of socio-economic phenomena, they did not pay
enough attention to the study of administrative management and
ethno-demographic  problems. Another distinctive feature of
historical research of this period was the presentation of the national-
liberation struggle taking place in the region as a revolutionary
movement.

While researching the study, the works of the leader of the
socialist revolution, V.I. Lenin®, were also consulted regarding the
socio-political situation of the period. In these works, the main

2 Rosulzade, M.O. Azorbaycan Ciimhuriyyoti / M.O.Rasulzads. — Baki: Elm, —
1990. — 116 s.; Rosulzads, M.O. Osorlori. / M.O.Rasulzads. — Baki, Qanun
nosriyyati, 2013. — 4 cilddan, IV cild — 456 s.
30 Mommodzada, M.B. Milli Azorbaycan horokat: / M.B.Mommadzads. — Baka:
Nicat, — 1992. — 246 s.
31 Mirzo Bala. Cemal Paga (Lenkeran isyaninm 15-nci yil déniimii miinasibatilo) //
Istanbul: Kurtulus, — 1935. Ne 10, —s. 275-278.
32 Anpec-Kanennaps Asep6aiimxanckoii Pecriy6nuku Ha 1920-ii r. / OTBeTcTBEH-
HBIH 3a BeImyck: B.baxmannsr. — Baky: — 2011. Harsmn EBu, — 336 ¢
33 Jlenun, B.W. Tonuoe cobpanue counnenmii. Jexabps 1911 - wmroms 1912 / —
Wuctutyr Mapkcnsma-Jlernamsma. [Ipu LK KIICC. — Mocksa: U3narenscTtBo
[Monurtnyeckoit Jlureparypsl, — Tom 21. — 1968, — 684 c.; Jlenun, B.1. ITonHoe
coOpanue counmHeHnii. Mapt - mronp 1921 / MuctHTyT Mapkcusma-Jleanansma.
ITpu K KIICC. — Mocksa: U3natensctBo [Tonutuueckoit Jlurepatypst, — Tom 43,
—1970,-480 ¢
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essence of the colonial and resettlement policies of the Russian
Empire in the early 20th century is explained.

The work of V.A. Rymin3* was also used in studying the
problem. The work briefly covers the historical overview, geographical
location, economic life, and cultural spheres of the region.

The research work also refers to the memoirs of Major General
of the British troops L. Dunsterville regarding the socio-political
situation in the region in 1917-1918%°. The work comments on the
political situation in the region, and the hostile attitude of the
Russian-Malakan and Armenian groups towards the local Muslim
population.

In accordance with the ideology of the Soviet era, the
researcher-scientist N. Alizade®® has a special role in studying the
political history of the region from 1917 to 1920. N. Alizade, in
accordance with the ideology of the era, based on the methodological
principles of Marxism-Leninism, assessed the events one-sidedly. In
the work, the author, who admits that the Bolsheviks had no political
power in the region, silently passes over the massacres committed by
the Bolshevik-Armenian bandit gang in the region, blames the
national forces and local Bolsheviks as the main culprits of the
negative events that occurred without any basis in fact.

In the generalized work of prof. H. Azimov® related to the
studied period, the socio-political events that took place in the
Lankaran district from 1917 to 1920, as in other regions of

3 Promun, B.A. Tansiuckuii kpait (Jlenkopauckuii yesn): (Kpatkuii reorpagu-
4yeckoii aTHorpaduueckoii ouepk) / B.A.Promun. — Jlenkopans: — 1923, — 62 ¢

% Tenepan-maitop Jlencrepunb. bpuranckuii Mmnepuanusm B Baky u Iepcuu
1917-1918 (BociomunaHus) / mepeBo ¢ anTauiickoro b.Pynenko. — Tudmuc: U3n-
Bo «CoBetckuii KaBkas», — 1925. — 281 ¢

% Blizads, N. Lankaran gozasi zehmatkeslorinin sovet hakimiyystinin globasi vo
mohkomlandirilmesi ugrunda miibarizosi tarixindon / N.Olizads. — Baku:
Azorbaycan Dovlot Nagriyyati, — 1963. — 112 s.; Olizado, N. Azorbaycanda Sovet
hakimiyyatinin  golobasi ugrunda mibarizo tarixindon (Lonkoran (ozasi
zohmatkeslorinin  Sovet hakimiyystinin golobasi vo moéhkemlonmasi ugrunda
miibarizasi) / N.Olizads. — Baki: Azarnogr, — 1974, — 152 s

37 Bzimov, H. Azarbaycan gezalarinda sovetlor (1917-1918-ci illor) / H.Ozimov. —
Baki: Elm, — 1971. — 188 s
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Azerbaijan, were highlighted. The author notes that the eserists had a
significant advantage in the Lankaran district, stating that the
Bolsheviks had no advantage whatsoever. In the work, the author's
views on the weak promotion of Bolshevism in the region do not
reflect the actual reality. The main reason was the local Muslim
population's unwillingness to accept the presence of godless
Bolsheviks in the region.

The problem studied in the works of A.A. Privolny®, AA.
Huseynov, and V.M. Sinichin®® regarding the political events that
took place in Mughan and Lankaran in 1918-1920 was interpreted
one-sidedly in accordance with the Soviet concept.

During the Soviet period, in the 19th-early 20th century, the
works of M.H.Valiyev (Baharly)*’, A.S.Sumbatzade*', M. Ismay-
lov¥, T.T.Valiyev®, I.M.Hasanov*, V.D.Mochalov*®, and A. Sh.

38 [Ipusonsuslif, A.A. Hag Myransio 3apeso Oktsa6ps / A.A ITpusonbHslii. — Baky:
Aszepuenip. — 1967. — 199 ¢

39 I'yceitnoB, A.A., Cununsia, B.M. Cpaxatommasics Myraus /| A.A.I'yceiiHos,
B.M.Cunnusis. — baky: Azepremp, - 1979. - 82 ¢

40 Vsliyev (Baharlr), Mahommod Hason. Azorbaycan (Fiziki-cografi, etnoqrafik vo
iqtisadi or¢ek) / M.H.Valiyev (Baharli). — Baki: “Azarbaycan” nagriyyati, — 1992. —
192 s.

4 Cymbarszane, A.C. Cenbckoe xossiictBo AsepOaiijpkana B XIX B. /
A.C.Cymbat3ane. - baky: U3n-so AH A3zep6. CCP, — 1958. — 364 c.; Cymbat3aze,
A.C. TlpowmsinenHocts AzepOaiimpkana B XIX B. / A.C.Cymbar3ane. — baky:
WznmatensctBo Akamemun Hayk A.C.C.P., —1964. — 504 c.

2 Ismayillov, M. XX osrin owvallorindo Azorbaycanin kond tosorriifati /
M.Ismayilov. — Baki: — 1960. — 240 s

% Valiyev, T.T. Imperializm dovriindo Azorbaycan sonayesi vo proletariat: /
T.T.Valiyev. — Baki: Elm, — 1987, — 256 s.; Valiyev, T.T. 1905-1907-ci illorda
Azarbaycan fohlalarinin inqilabi miibarizasi // — Baki: Birinci rus inqilabi orafasi
Vo dovriiniin Azerbaycan tarixi mosslalori (Birinci rus inqgilabinin 80 illiyi
miinasibatils). Magalolor macmiiosi. — 1985. — s. 8-40.; Valiyev, T.T. XIX asrin
sonu - XX asrin avvallorindo Azorbaycanda domir yolu ¢oKilisi tarixindon // —
Baki: Azarbaycan SSR EA-nin xabarlori. Tarix, falsofo vo hiiquq seriyasi, — 1984.
Ne 2, —s. 46-52

4 Tacanos, .M. YacTHOBNajenbuecKue KPeCTbsiHE B AsepbaiiikaHe B IEpBOi
nonoBune XIX Beka / WM.M.l'acanoB. — baky: MsnmarensctBo Akagemun Hayx
Aszepoaitmkanckoit CCP, — 236 ¢
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Milman“® on the administrative management system were used to
study various areas of agriculture and industry in Azerbaijan, the
development of capitalism in these areas, the penetration of bank
capital into the country's industrial life, the concentration of
production, etc. These research works reflected, at least in part,
important facts about the socio-economic and administrative
structure of the region.

In the dissertation, the works of I.A. Talibzadeh*’ and T.E.
Nabiyev “ on land relations in Northern Azerbaijan, agrarian
relations in peasant and state villages, water management, and
peasant uprisings were also used. Although the socio-economic
relations of the region are briefly discussed in these works, they hold
particular significance in the study of the problem.

Some information about the socio-economic and political
history of the city of Lankaran and the region has been provided in
the works of N. Jafarly*®, B.H. Huseynbalaoglu, and M.M. Talishli.
In N. Jafarly's works, some issues of the socio-economic and
political history of Lankaran in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
are discussed. In the work of B. Huseynbalaoglu and M. Talishli, a
brief historical overview of the Lankaran region, its ethnography,
economic sectors, and networks of education and culture is reflected.

After Azerbaijan restored its state independence, important
steps were taken towards the objective study of the history of the

4 Mouanov, B.JI. KpecTtbsanckoe xo3siicTBo B 3akaBkasbe y koHIy XIX B. /
B.JI.Mouanov. — Mocksa: U3ngarensctBo AH CCCP, — 1958. — 492 c.
46 Munbman, A.IIL IMonuruueckuii cTpoit Asepbaiinxkana B XIX-nauane XX BeKoB
(aIMUHUCTPATHUBHBIA ammapar © cyd, (OpMBI M METOObl KOJOHUAJIBHOTO
ynpasienus) / A.lll.Munsman. — baky: Azepremp, — 1966. — 320 ¢
47 Talibzada, I.A. Azorbaycanda 1912-ci il aqrar islahat1 / I.A.Talibzada. - Baki:
Azarbaycan SSR Elmlor Akademiyasinin Nagriyyati, — 1965. — 112 s; Talibzads,
I.A. XIX asr vo XX oasrin avvallorinds Azorbaycanda suvarma vo sudan istifads /
I.A.Talibzads. — Baki: Elm, — 1980, — 152 s.
% Nabiyev, T.O. Azorbaycanda aqrar miinasibotlori (dors vesaiti) / T.9.Nobiyev. -
Baki: —1970.-70 s
49 Caoforli, N. Lonkaran (tarixi ogerk) /N. Caforli. — Baki: Azorbaycan Dévlot Kitab
Palatasi, — 1995. — 92 s,
% Hiiseynbalaoglu, B.H., Talish, M.M. Loankeran / B.H.Hiiseynbalaoglu,
M.M.Talish, — Baki: Maarif nasriyyati, — 1990. — 512 s.
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homeland, particularly the 19th-20th centuries, based on a national
concept, and significant serious research was conducted.

In the study of the history of the southeastern region of
Northern Azerbaijan, historian F. Asadov®! also plays a special role.
In his work, information about the socio-political situation of the
region has been highlighted.

In the research work, the issues related to the settlement of
Russian peasants in the region were also addressed using F.E.
Baghirov's works®?. In the works, the settlement of Russians in the
region and their impact on socio-economic processes were examined.

In the dissertations written about the history of the southeastern
region of Northern Azerbaijan, the history of the Lankaran district
has been studied to a certain extent. L.Q. Majidova®® studied the
socio-economic situation, population, and ethnic composition of the
Lankaran district in the 19th-early 20th century, V.Sh. Aliyeva®*
examined the establishment of the Azerbaijan People's Republic
government in the Lankaran region, and Sh.M. Ibadov® investigated
the traditional domestic culture of the city of Lankaran from an
ethnographic perspective in his dissertation.

The dissertation also used the work of G.A. Aliyev®® to study
the transport history of the period. The work analyzed the
construction of a road network in the southeastern part, as well as in
other regions of Northern Azerbaijan, and existing projects in this
direction.

51 9sadov, F. Talis diyarmin kegmisino bir nozor / F.Osadov. — Baki: 1993, — 43 s
52 Barupos, ®@.3. IlepeceneHueckas MONMTHKA LapusMa B Asepbaiimxane (1830-
1914 rr.) / ®.D. Barupos. — Mocksa: Mapoceiika, — 2009. — 704 c.
53 Macidova, L.Q. Lankaran gozasimin sosial-igtisadi voziyyati (XIX asrin sonlari - XX
asrin avvallari): / tarix tizra folsofo doktoru dissertasiyasi) / — Baki: 2015. — 157 s.
% Oliyeva, V.S. Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyysti hakimiyyatinin Lonkaran
bolgasinds bargorar edilmosi: / tarix tizro folsofo doktoru dissertasiyast) / — Baki:
2011. - 153ss.
% fbadov, S.M. Lonkeran soharinin anonovi moiseti / tarix iizro folsofo doktoru
dissertasiyas1) / — Baki, 2018. — 166 s
% Bliyev, Q.0. XIX-XX osrin baglangicinda Simali Azarbayanda nagliyyatin inkisafi
(Dars vasaiti) / Q.9.9liyev. — Baki: Baki Universitetinin nagriyyati, — 1995. — 115 s
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Some information provided in the generalized work of M.C.
Gasimly®” about the socio-political situation in the Lankaran region
during World War | was used.

The works of J.Kh. Huseynov®® provide information about the
uprisings that occurred against the colonial policy of Tsarist Russia
during the period under study and their causes. The author also
briefly touched on the uprisings that occurred in the Lankaran district
and commented on the causes of their occurrence.

In the research work, while studying the history of the district
from 1917 to 1920, the works of A.C. Isgandarov®®, V.Sh. Abishov®,
and A.A. Gardashzade®! were also consulted. In these works, the
massacres committed by Bolshevik-Dashnak bandit groups in the
Lankaran district during the studied period, the struggle for
Azerbaijan's territorial integrity, governance issues, and socio-
political matters are highlighted.

In writing the dissertation, the works of prof. M. Suleymanov®?

" Qasimli M.C. Birinci diinya miiharibasi illorindo boyiik dovlstlorin Azarbaycan
siyasati (1914-1918-ci illar): (sonadlor, materiallar, xaritalor va sokillor) / M.C.Qasiml1.
— Bak: “Adiloglu” nagriyyati, — 3 hissado, 111 hissa. — 2004. — 532 s.

58 I'yceitror [1.X. HanmoHansHO-0CBOOOUTEIRHOE OBIKEHUE B A3epOaiimxane B
Havane XX B. (1900-1907 rr.) / A.X.I'yceitnoB. — baky: — 2001. — c. 256.;
I'yceiinos, J.X Jlpmwxkenue kagaroB B AzepOaimkxane B 1900-1910 rr. Brops
kuura / JI.X.I'yceiinoB. — Baky: DM, — 2004. —c. 256

$isgondarov, A.C. 1918-ci il mart qurgminin tarixsiinashig / A.C.Isgandorov. —
Baki: Miitorcim, — 1997. — 184 s.; Isgondarov, A.C. Azorbaycan hoaqigatlori: 1917—
1920 / A.C.isgendsrov. — Bakt: Elm vo tohsil, — 2012, — 228 s.; Isgondorov, A.
1915-1920-ci illords Azorbaycanda tiirk vo miisolmanlara qarsi hoyata kegirilon
soyqirimlar // — Baki: Azarbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyati vo Qafqaz Islam Ordusu. —
2008. — s. 75-92.; Isganderov, A. Azarbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyoti (1918-1920) // —
Baki: Azarbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyati va Qafqaz islam Ordusu.— 2008. — s. 39-56
80 Abisov, V.S. Azorbaycanlilarm soyqirmmi (1917-1918-ci illor) / V.S.Abisov. —
Baki: Nurlan, — 2007. — 163 s.

61 Qardaszads, ©.9. Azorbaycanin conubunda Ciimhuriyyst yolunda miibarizo
(1918-1920-ci illor) / ©.9.Qardaszads.— Baki: Maarif, — 1998. — 76 s

62 Siileymanov, M. Azorbaycan ordusu (1918-1920) / M. Siileymanov. — Baku:
Horbi Nosriyyat, 1998. — 488 s.; Siileymanov, M. Qafqaz Islam Ordusunun digor
foaliyyotlori vo missiyasinin sona ¢atmast / — Baki: Azorbaycan Xalq
Ciimhuriyyati vo Qafgaz Islam Ordusu. — 2008. — s. 357-392.; Siileymanov, M.
Azarbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyystinin harb tarixi / M.Siileymanov. — | cild. — Tehran:
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was also used regarding the formation of an independent National
Army to protect our people's national interests after the February
Revolution of 1917, the establishment of the army during the period
of the Azerbaijan People's Republic, and its struggle for the territorial
integrity of the country.

In the works of K.N. Ismayilov ®® and N. Mustafa %
information is provided about the socio-political processes in the
Lankaran and Mughan regions from 1917 to 1920, the massacres
committed by Armenians, agrarian issues, and the national-cultural
development during the Republic period.

Although the memoir of Captain V.A. Dobrin, a direct
participant and witness of the events that took place in the
southeastern region of Northern Azerbaijan from January 1918 to
August 1919, is one-sided, it sheds light on the events that occurred
in Mughan and Lankaran during the studied period®®.

Firuzan, 2014. — 760 s.; Siileymanov, M. Azarbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyastinin harb
tarixi / M.Siileymanov. — 11 cild. — Baki: Maarif, 2014. — 728 s.; Siileymanov, M.
Azaorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyatinin ordu quruculugu // — Baki: Strateji Tohlil, —
2018. Say 1-2 (23-24), —s. 331-151.

6 fsmayilov, K.N. Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyatinin ictimai-siyasi, modani
hoyatinda gonclorin istiraki / — Baki: AMEA A.A. Bakixanov adma Tarix
Institutunun osarlori, — 2008. Ne25, — 5.78-88.; Ismayilov, K.N. 1917-1920-ci illorda
Lankaran-Mugan bolgasinds ictimaisiyasi proseslor // — Baki: Tarix va Gergoklik, —
2013. — 5.64-82.; Ismayilov, K.N. Azorbaycanda sovet hakimiyyatinin ilk illorindo
Qirmiz1 Ordunun kiitlovi zorakiliq va 6zbagmaliglar: // — Baki: Harbi bilik jurnali, —
2016. Ne5(143), —5.11-26.; Ismay1lov, K.N. 1918-ci ildo Lonkaran bélgasinde ermoni
silahli birlagmolarinin cinayatlori Azorbaycan xalqna qarst soyqirim siyasotinin
torkib hissasi kimi // XX asrdo tiirk-miisolman xalglarma qars1 soyqirimlari”
mdvzusuna hosr olunmug IV beynslxalq konfransin materiallari, — Baki: AMEA
A.A. Bakixanov adina Tarix Institutunun elmi asarlari, xiisusi buraxilis, — 2017. — 64,
65, 66-c1 cildlor, — s. 83-94.; Ismayilov, K.N. Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyati vo
milli-modoni inkisaf // — Ankara: Bizim kiilliye dergisi, — 2018. Ne77, — s. 74-86.;
Wcemannos, K.H., ArpapHble OTHOIIEHHS B 3eMeNBHBIN BOIpoc B A3epbaiimkaHCKON
JHemoxparnueckoit Pecrryonmke (1918— 1920 rr.) / -Mocksa: Bompocs! uctopun,
—2018. Ne9, — c. 80- 91.

64 Mustafa, N. Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyati isi§inda (1918-1920) / N.Mustafa. —
Baki: ULU, — 2018. — 268 s

85 lo6pbinun, B.A. O6opona Myranu / B.A Jlo6peiun. — Hanbuuk: UsnatensctBo
M. u B. Kotnspossix, — 2015, — 368
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The work of researcher A.P. Adigozalova ® also included
issues related to the socio-political situation in Northern Azerbaijan
after the February Revolution of 1917. The work commented on the
socio-political situation in the southeastern region, along with other
territories of Northern Azerbaijan.

The dissertation used the works of professors K. Shukurov®’,
Kh.Y. Verdiyeva®®, and researcher-scientist N.V. Eyvazova®® on po-
pulation migration issues, their dynamics and location, and ethno-
demographic problems.

During the studied period, significant successes were also
achieved in the development of education and healthcare in the
region. In the study of the region's educational history, the
summarized works of T.l. Akhundov °, H. Ahmadov ', N.

% Adigdzolov, A. Fevral inqilabindan sonra Simali Azarbaycanda idaragilik sistemi
/ A.Adigbzalov. — Baki: — 2017. —s. 200
67 Siikiirov, K. Azorbaycan shalisi hagqinda odobiyyat. Bibliografik gdstarici. —
Baki: Azarbaycan Dovlot Kitab palatasi, 1997. — 368 s.; Siikiirov, K. Tiirk xalqglart
XVI-XX yiizillikde. Say dinamikas1 (¢ar Rusiyasi va Sovet Ittifaq iizra). - Bak:
1997. — 54 s.; Siikiirov, K. Azarbaycan ohalisi: dyronilmasi tarixi vo gaynaqlar
(gadim zamanlardan miiasir dovradak). — Baki: Elm, 2004. — 974 s.; Illykiopos, K.
Murpamus HaceneHus Mexnay Poccuert u Upanom B XIX-XX Bekos (ITomutHxo-
npaBoBele Barpockl) // — IlBenms: Kapkaz & I'mobanmmzanms. — 2009. tom 3,
Beimyck 2-3, — c. 210-219.
8 Bepauera, X.IO. TlepeceneHueckas TONUTHKA Poccuiickoii uMIepuu B
CeBeproMm AsepOaiimkane (XIX - magame XX BB.) / X.}O.Bepmuera. — baky:
Ecoprint, — 2016. — c. 420
% Ditpasosa, H.B. MurpauuoHHble opolecchl B ceBepHoM Asepbaiimxane B XIX —
Havae XX BB.: / ToKkTOpa ¢umrocodpun mo ucropuu muc. Asropedepar. / — baky:
2016. — 32 c.; DiiBazoBa, H.B. O BHyTpeHHHX W BHEUIHHX aCMEKTaX MHTPAILUil
pycckoro mnpaBociaBHoro HaceieHus B CeBepHbIi AsepOaiijpkaH BO BTOpOH
nmonoBuHe XIX - Hawame XX Beka // MockBa: CoBpeMeHHas HaydHas MBICIb.
Hayunsrit sxypaan HUU Uctopun, Dxonomuku u [Ipasa. — 2016. Ne 2, — ¢. 27-32
© Axundov, T.I. Axundzado Mirzo ismayil Qasir 210 / T.I.Axundzads. — Baki:
Sorg-Qorb nosriyyat evi, — 2015. — 504 s
L ©hmodov, H.M. Secilmis pedaqoji osorlori / H.M.Ohmadov — Bes cildlik, | —
Baki: Elm, — 2000. — 450 s.; ©hmodov, H.M. XIX asr Azorbaycan moktabi /
H.M.©Ohmodov — Baki, Maarif, — 2000. — 364 c.; ©hmodov, H.M. XIX oasr
Azarbaycan moktobi / H.M.Ohmadov. — Baki: ABU, — 2006. — 580 s
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Tahirzade’?, and M. Mardanov’® were used, while Z.S. Eminova's’
generalized works were utilized in the study of the region's
healthcare history. In these works, the history of education and
healthcare in the region is briefly discussed, and information about
the region's prominent educators is provided.

While researching the history of the period, certain facts related
to the socio-economic and political situation of Lankaran have also
been reflected in 1.S. Akhundzadeh's work.” This work, published in
the genre of memoirs, has a unique place in the study of the history
of the Lankaran district.

The outstanding scientist, prof. G. Javadov, has made great
contributions to the historical and ethnographic study of the region.
In his monograph "Talysh,’®" the material and spiritual culture of the
region has been extensively studied.

As can be seen from the works involved in the research,
materials on the history of the southeastern region of Northern
Azerbaijan, which is part of the historiography of the Motherland,
are in the minority. Although the history of the region was touched
upon to one degree or another in the individual works involved in the
research, the problem was not the object of comprehensive research.
Thus, by involving new sources and periodical literature on the
problem in scientific circulation, “The history of the southeastern
region of Northern Azerbaijan at the beginning of the 20th century”
was studied.

72 Tahirzads, N. Xalq ii¢iin ddyiilmiis iirok // Baki: Azarbaycan moktobi, — 1977.
Ne3, — 72-73.; Tahirzads, N.A. Azorbaycan tohsil tarixi ogerklori vo ilk ali
tohsillilorimiz / N.A.Tahirzado. — Baki: “Nurlan” Nosriyyat-Poligrafiya Morkazi, —
2015. - 480 s.

8 Mardanov, M. Azarbaycan tahsil tarixi / M.Mardanov. — Baki: Tahsil, — I cild. —
2011.—296s

" Eminova, Z.S. XIX-XX osrin avvallorinds Azorbaycanda sohiyyonin tarixi /
Z.S.Eminova. — Baki1: Tabib, —2015. — 147 s

5 Axundzads, I. Azorbaycan incisi (Mil-Mugan, Sirvan vo Qarabag) /
I.Axundzads. — Baki: Elm, — 1992. — 256 s.; Axundzada, I.S. Qalbim hor zaman
Lonkarandadir / 1.S.Axundzado. — Baki: AFPoliqrAF, — 2019. — 364 s.

® Cavadov, Q. Talislar (tarixi-etnografik todgigat) / Q Cavadov. — Baki: Elm, —
2004. - 614 s
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To study the issues arising from the studied problem, a large
number of factual materials, including archival documents and
periodical sources, were brought into scientific circulation. These
materials can be conditionally divided into five groups: legislative
acts; letters and imperial stationery materials; statistical sources;
periodicals; and memorial sources. By including these identified
materials into scientific circulation, many aspects of the topic were
studied more fully.

The second group of sources includes the archival materials of
state and zemstvo institutions. The historical value of the
administrative materials used in the research work is quite
significant. Among the archival documents, the following sources
from the State Historical Archive of the Azerbaijan Republic
(SHAAR) were utilized: the office of the Caucasian viceroy (fond 1),
the Ministry of Agriculture in the Caucasus (fond 13), the office of
the Water Inspector in the Caucasus (fond 21), the office of the Chief
Administration of Civil Affairs in the Caucasus (fond 22), the tax
office of the Baku governorate (fond 43), the office of the Baku
governor (fond 45), the office of Urban Affairs in the Baku
governorate (fond 50), the office of Resettlement Affairs in the Baku
governorate (fond 51), the police office of the Lankaran district (fond
81), the office of Fishery Management in the waters of Eastern
Transcaucasia (fond 106), the office of Fishery Management in the
waters of the South Caspian belonging to the heirs of Lianozov (fond
107), the administration of the Baku-Dagestan folk schools (fond
309), the Baku governorate relief committee for war victims (fond
334), and other sources. Additionally, documents stored in the State
Archive of the Republic of Azerbaijan (SARA), including the
Ministry of Education of the Government of the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic (fond No. 51), the Inspectorate of Public
Schools of the City of Baku and its districts (fond No. 52), the
Inspectorate of Public Schools of the Lankaran and Javad Districts
(fond 53), the People's Commissariat of Food (fond 61), the Internal
Affairs Ministry of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (fond 894),
and the Main Administration of the General Staff of the Military
Ministry of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (fond No. 2898),
among others, have been involved in the research. Official
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correspondence related to the activities of the state, zemstvo schools,
and other educational institutions preserved in the archives generates
special scientific interest.

During the investigation of the dissertation, materials stored in
the Documentary Sources Fund of the National Museum of
Azerbaijan History [inv. Ne526/15; inv. Ne329/7; inv. Ne448/7; inv.
Ne230/54; inv. Ne329/6] related to the problem were also included in
the research.

In addition, the research work utilized published collections of
documents, memoirs, and materials from the periodical press.

Regarding legislative acts, the research work used various
information on the history of the region from the Code of Laws of
the Russian Empire 7 and the documents of the Caucasian
Archaeological Commission’®, which is a collection of valuable
documents related to the history of the Caucasus.

While researching the dissertation, Seyid Ali Kazim Bey
Oglu's work "Cavahirnamei-Lankaran," ”® related to the region's
history, was also included in the study.

Statistical materials on all aspects of the region's socio-
economic, political, and cultural life have also been used from the
"Caucasus Calendar,"8® from review-type collections®! published in

" Ionnoe cobpanue 3axkoHoB Poccuiickoif umnepun (IIC3). Cobpanue (1825-
1881) // O mpeobpazoBannu ymnpapieHus KaBKa3ckoro u 3aKkaBKa3CKOro Kpas.
3akonbr 45259. — Tom 42 (1867): — Yacts 2: 3akonsl (44895-45355), — 476 c.
[MosHOE cobpanue 3akoHOB Poccuiickoit mmmepun (ITC3). Cobpanue (1881-1913):
O npeoOpa3oBaHny ye3AHOW MONUIMK B IyOepHUsiX 3akaBkasbsi. 3akoHbl 5188 // —
Tom 8 (1888): 3akoun (4933 - 5685). 641 c.; IlomHoe coOpaHHe 3aKOHOB
Poccuiickoit mmmiepun. Cobpanue Tpeteir. Tom XXIX. — 1909. Otnemnenue |: Yact
I: Or Ne 31330-32882, Ne32266, U Momnonuenust // CankrnerepOypr, — 1912, —
1006 c.
8 Axtel Kaekasckoii Apxeorpaduueckoii Kommccuu: [/ Tlox pemakumeii A.TL
Bepxe. — Tom X, moxyment 143, — Tudumuc: Tunorpadus ['maBHOrOo YnpasieHus
Hamecrnuka KaBkaszckoro — 1885. — 938 ¢
7 Kazim bay oglu, Soyid Oli. Cavahirnamei-Lankaran / Soyid Oli Kazim bay oglu.
— Bakt: Ornok, — 2000. — 45 s
80 Kaskasckuii kanennapb Ha 1869 rox / Ilox pemakuuero HaABOPHOTO CBETHHKA
H.3eiignmuma. — Tudnuc: Kannenspus Kaskasckoro Hamectauka, 1868, — 670 c.;
Kapka3zckuit xanennaps, Ha 1874 rox. ota., Il. / Ilox pemakmmero HagBOPHOTO
ceerarka H.3eiimmuma. — Tudmuc: Kannemspust KaBkaszckoro Hamectnuka, 1873,
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various years by the Baku Governorate, and from the report by A.M.
Kuzminskiy®2. In these collections, the shortcomings of the tsarist

— 523 ¢.; KaBkasckuii kanenaappb Ha 1879 r., / Ilox pen. Jeiict. Cratck. CoBeTH.
[TaBpoBa. Ilox penmakumero HagBopHOro cBeTHMka H.3eimnuua. — M3gaHHbIi
I'maBueM Yrparnenuem HamectHuka Kakasckaro. — Tudummcs: — 1878, 521 c.;
Kagskasckuit kanengaps Ha 1911 rox / M3gan no pacnopsbkennio HamecTHrKa ero
UMIIEpaTOpCKOTO BennuecTBa Ha KaBkase KaHIEsIpHed HaMecTHHea IO
nporpamme 3akaBkasckoro Cratuctuaeckoro Komurera. LXVI ron. — Tudimc:

Tunorpadust Kanmensapus KaBkaszckoro Hamectamka, — 1910, — 752 c,
KaBkaszckuit kanenmappr Ha 1912 rom / Ilox pen. JetictB. Crarck. CoBeTH.
AlllaBpoBa. LXVIlI rox. — Tudmmc: Tumorpadms Kanmensapus Kakazckoro

Hamectauka, — 1911, — 878 c.; KaBkasckuii kanenmaps Ha 1913 ron / Ilox pen.
A.A.DOne3enrepa, H.II.Crenpmamyka LXVIII ron. — Tudumuc: Tunorpadus
Kannenspus KaBkasckoro Hamectauka, — 1912, — 1160 c.; KaBkasckuii kaieHaaph
Ha 1914 rox / Tlom pen. A.A.Qmap3enrepa, H.IT.Crenmpmamryka. LXIX rom. —
Tudauc: Tunorpadus Kanuenspus Kakaszckoro Hamectnuka, — 1913, 977 c.;
KaBkaszckuii kanenmapp Ha 1915 ronm / Ilox pen. Ilom pen. A.A.Dnb3eHrepa,
H.I1.Crenpmamryka LX rox. — Tudmuc: Tunorpadus Kanmenspus Kaskazckoro
Hamectruka, — 1914, — 1222 c.; KaBka3ckuii kanenaaps Ha 1916 r. / Tlon pen.
Heitct. Crarck. Cosern. IllaBpoBa. OtneneHue cTaTuCTHKA. — THQIACH:
Tunorpadus Kannemspus KaBkasckoro Hamectauka, — 1915, — 1013 c;

81 0630p Bakunckoii rybepuuu 3a 1890 roa: IlpunosxkeHue K BeemoaaHHeRIIEMY
oruery / — Baky: Tunorpadus rybepHckaro npasnenun. — baky: 1891. — 78 c.;
00630p bakunckoit ry6epuuu 3a 1897 roa: mpuiokeHUE K BCENOJaHHEHIIEMY
oruery / — baky: Tunorpadus I'ydepuckoro npasnenusi, — 1898. — 89 c.; O630p
bakurckoii rydepauu 3a 1903 roa. [pusiokeHne KO BCEMONIaHHEHIIEMY OTYeTY /
baky: Tunorpadus ryoepuckaro npasinenuu, — 1904. — 140 c.; O630p bakunckoii
rybepanu 3a 1904 r. IlpumoxeHue Ko BcemojmaHHedmemy otuery / — Baky:
Tumorpadus rydeprckaro mpasieHun, — 1905. — 328 c.; O630p bakunckoit
ryoepuun 3a 1909 rox. [IpunoxkeHne K BCemoagaHHEHIeMy oT4eTy bakumHCKOTO
rybepHaropa / — baky: Tunorpadwus ryoeprckoro mpaenenus, — 1910. — 122 c;
00630p baxuackoit ryoeprrm 3a 1910 r. [IpuinoxkeHuHe KO BCeMOATaHHEHIIEMY
oruery / — Baky: Tunorpadus rybepHckaro npasienun, — 1911. — 140 c.; O630p
BaknnHckoit rybepuun 3a 1911 roa. IIpunoxenue Kk BcenoJiaHHEHIIEMY OTYETY
bakunckoro ryoepHaropa / — baky: Tunorpadus rybepHckoro npasienus, - 1912.
— 105 c.; OO030p Dbakunckoit rybepuum 3a 1913 rom. Ilpmwioxkenue K
BCeNOIaHHeHeMy or4eTy bakmHckoro rybepHartopa / — Baky: Tumnorpadus
rybepHckoro npasnenus, — 1915, — 122 c.; O630p bakuHckoit rydoepuun 3a 1915 r.
Ipunokenne Ko BeenopnanHeimemy oryery / — Baky: Tunorpadus rydepHckaro
npasyieHnu - 1916. — 112 ¢

82 Ky3smunckuii, A.M. Beenognanneimumii oryeta o npousBeaeHHo B 1905 rony,
10 BBICOYAHIIEMY TOBEJICHUIO, ceHaTopoM KysMuHCKHMM peBu3uu ropona baky n
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colonial system in the Caucasus, which was under the empire's
control, were objectively highlighted. The authors primarily
explained this deficiency by the arbitrariness of local officials,
attempting to conceal the socio-political essence of the absolute
monarchy-autocracy, which was the main culprit here. However,
although these works approach events in a one-sided manner, they
play a significant role in the study of the socio-political and
economic situation of the region in the early 20th century.

In the dissertation, articles related to the socio-economic
situation of the Lankaran district in the relevant issues of the
"Caucasus Agriculture" 8 newspaper from the late 19th to early 20th
century were also included in the research.

In the study of the topic, materials from Azerbaijani and
Russian-language periodicals are of particular importance. During
the writing of the research work, articles from newspapers such as
“Kaspi”, “Azerbaijan”, “Baku”, “Achiq soz” and others were widely

Bakunckoit ryoepanu / A.M.Ky3munckuit. — CI16., — 1907, — 686 c.; Ky3munckuii,
A.M. BceenonnanHeias 3amnMcka, coiepiallas INIaBHEWIINE BBIBOJABI OTYETA O
npousBeneHHOM B 1905 romy, Mo BbICOYAHIIEMY IOBEJIEHUIO, CEHATOPOM
Kysmunckum peBusun ropoga baky u bakunckoit rybepanu / A.M.Ky3muHCKAH. —
CII6.: — Cenar. tum.,1913. — 70 ¢

8 Bexanos M. KyneTypa puca B JlenkopaHckom yesze // — Tudmuc: Kapkasckoe
cenbekoe xo3siicTBo. — 1898, 19 derpast. — c. 128.; Ber. Bpaua Kynpssuesa. O6
OopraHus3aluy BETEPUHApHOrO Haa3opa Ha rpanuue Ilepcunm ¢ bakuHCKOMO
ryoepauto. Opran HWwmnepatopckoro Kapkasckoro OOmecTBa CeIbCKOTO
xo3stiicTBa // — Tudnuc: KaBkasckoe cenbckoe xo3siictBo. — 1898, 23 ampens. — Ne
224, — c. 39-43.; Boauslii 3axk0oH 1 3eMcTBO Ha KaBkase // KaBka3zckoe X0351CTBO. —
1914, Ne 14. — c. 1-4.; 3emuuckuii, C.I1. Kynprypa gerau B JIeHKOpaHCKOM yesne //
— Tudmuc: Opran Hwmmeparopckoro Kaskaszckoro OOmecTBa ceabCKOTO
xo3siicTBa. KaBkasckoe cenbckoe xo3stiictBo. — 1898. 1 saBaps, Ne 208, — c. 43.;
3emunckuid, C. Kynprypa neiau B Jlenkopanckom yesae // — Tudmuc: Oprax
NwmnepaTtopckoro KaBkasckoro OOmiecTBa cenbCKoro Xo3siictBa — KaBkasckoe
Cenbckoe xo3siictBo. — 1898. — 8 smBaps, Ne 209, — c. 32-34.; 3enunckuii, C.
Kynerypa nean B JlenkopanckoMm yesne / — Tudmuc: Opran MmmepaTopckoro
Kasxka3zckoro ObmiecTBa cenbckoro xossictra: KaBkazckoe Cenbckoe X03gHCTBO.
— 1898. 15 smBaps, Ne 210, — c. 52-53.; 3enunckmii, C. Kynbrypa npiHH B
Jlenkopanckom yesne // — Tudmuc: Opranm Mmmeparopckoro Kakasckoro
OOmecTBa celbeckoro xossiicrBa. Kaskasckoe Cenbckoe xos3siictBo — 1898, 13
¢espais, Ne 214, —c. 113-114.
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used about the socio-political and socio-economic situation in the
region. Here, articles by Mahammad Amin Rasulzade and Teymur
bey Bayramalibeyov are of particular importance.

M.A.Rasulzade's visit to Lankaran in March 1917 was covered
in the "Achiq soz" newspaper in the articles titled "Four Days in the
People"84, published in the issues dated March 24, 29, 31, and April
4, highlighting the socio-political situation in the region.

In the study of the history of the Lankaran district from 1917 to
1920, materials published by the National Archives of the Republic
of Azerbaijan, including the stenographic reports of the Parliament of
the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (1918-1920)%, the Army of the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (1918-1920)%, and the collection®’
of documents related to the educational policy of the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic, have also been used. In these works, valuable
materials related to the socio-economic, socio-political, and cultural
construction policies of the studied period have been collected.

In the dissertation work, the valuable sources used are "l paid
tribute to the Azerbaijani land. Khatirat"® by Haji Mirza Salim
Akhund Akhundzade, a member of the Parliament of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, who witnessed the socio-political events that took place
in 1917-1920 and was one of the leaders of the struggle for national

8 Rosulzads, M.D. Dérd giin xslq iginde // Aciq séz. — 1917, 24 mart. - s. 3.;
Rasulzads, M.O. Dord giin x»slq iginds // Aciq soz. — 1917, 29 mart. — s. 3,;
Rasulzads, M.©. Dord giin xolq igindo // Aciq s6z. — 1917, 31 mart. — s. 4,;
Rasulzads, M.O. Dord giin xalq i¢inds // Aciq s6z. — 1917, 4 aprel. —s. 4.

8 Azorbaycan Xalq Cumhuriyyeti (1918-1920): Parlament (Stenografik hesabat) /
Azorbaycan Respublikas1 Nazirlor Kabinetinin yaminda Bas Arxiv Idarasi. — I cild,
- Baki: Azarbaycan, — 1998. — 976 s; Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyati (1918-1920):
Parlament (Stenografik hesabat 1l cild) / Azorbaycan Respublikasi Nazirlor
Kabinetinin yaninda Bas Arxiv Idaresi AsepGaiimxanckas JleMokpaTudeckas
Pecriybnuka (1918-1920). Apmus (mokymenTel u wmatepuansl) / — baky:
Asepbaiikan, — 1998. — 440 ¢. — Baki: Azorbaycan, — 1998. — 992 s.

8  AsepbGaiimxanckas Jlemokpatuueckas Pecny6muka (1918-1920). Apmus
(moxymenThl 1 MaTepuaisl) / — baky: Asepbaitmkan, — 1998. — 440 ¢

87 Azarbaycan Xalg Cumhuriyyati (1918-1920): Tohsil siyasati (sanedlor toplusu) /
Mosul redaktor A.O.Pasayev. - Baki: Elm vo tohsil, — 2018. — 468 s.

8 Axundzads, Hact Mirzs Salim Axund. Azarbaycan torpagina tiirbot demigom /
Haci Mirza Salim Axund Axundzads. Xatirat. — Bak1: — 2016. — 288 s
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statehood and territorial integrity of Azerbaijan, and the works of
Soltan Mahammad bey Gulubeyli, chairman of the executive
committee of the Lankaran region, "Troubled Years. Khatirat"®.
These works provide an interpretation of the socio-political processes
that took place on the way to national statehood at the beginning of
the 20th century, the creation of the Azerbaijan People's Republic,
and the political events that took place during this period.

In the research work, selected works published thanks to E.
Javadova's efforts in studying the socio-economic, political, and
educational history of the region, and the articles by the prominent
researcher and local historian T. Bayramalibeyov®, stored in the
Manuscripts Institute's fund, were also used.

Thus, the collected source materials on the history of the
Lankaran district in the early 20th century allow us to analyze the
existing scientific approaches and interpretations in evaluating reality
and to determine its essence.

Object and subject of research. The object of the research is
the political, economic, and cultural history of the southeastern
region of Northern Azerbaijan in the early 20th century. The subject
of the research includes the socio-political, ethno-demographic,
economic, educational, cultural, and healthcare aspects of the
southeast region during the mentioned period, the socio-political
events that took place in the district from 1917 to 1920, the struggle
for the integrity of the Azerbaijan People's Republic and the
establishment of territorial integrity, and issues of cultural
construction.

The purpose and tasks of the study. The main purpose of the
research work is to investigate the ethno-demographic, political,
economic, and cultural development of the southeastern region of
Northern Azerbaijan at the beginning of the 20th century - during the
reign of Tsarist Russia and the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic -

8 Quluboyli Soltan Mohommod bay. Tolatiimlii illor “Xatirat” / S.M.b.Qulubayli. —
Baki: — 2022. — 276 s.

0 Baiipamanubexos T. W3bpannbie npoussenenus / T.BaiipamannubexkoB. —
CocraButens U aBTop mpecauciaosus O.J/[xaBagoBa. — baky: Onm Be Texcun, —
2012.-356 ¢
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based on existing sources and new archival materials. To achieve the
goal, the following tasks have been identified:

to determine the main stages of Tsarism's policy in the region
during the studied period, to monitor the ethno-demographic
situation, the process of implementing the socio-political and
administrative management system, and to identify its main
directions, to study the activities of urban self-government bodies
and the nature of the electoral process conducted,;

to study the main stages and essence of the tsarist resettlement
policy in the region by interpreting the socio-political situation of
the region;

to investigate the struggles and uprisings of peasants against the
empire's colonial policy by highlighting the political and
economic contradictions and difficulties hindering socio-
economic development in the region;

to determine the socio-political and economic situation in the
region during World War 1,

in the context of the reforms carried out in the South Caucasus at
the beginning of the 20th century, to consider its impact on the
southeastern region, the changes that occurred in the socio-legal
status of the peasants, and to analyze the socio-political changes
that occurred in the region as a result of the reforms;

to study the process of development of productive forces by
comprehensively studying agrarian relations and separate sectors
of agriculture in the region, showing socio-economic changes;

to study the heavy land and tax policy of the empire, the gradual
development of agrarian sectors such as agriculture, cattle
breeding, and irrigation farms in the region;

to examine the sectors of trade, transportation, communication,
fishing, and handicraft industry that determine the unity of the
region's economic development process;

to investigate the current situation in the fields of education,
culture, and healthcare in the region;

to investigate the socio-political situation in the southeastern
region of Azerbaijan after the February 1917 revolution, and the
massacres committed by the Bolshevik-Armenian Dashnak and
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Russian-Molokan bandit groups in the region;

- to study the struggle for the territorial integrity of the Azerbaijan
People's Republic and its victory in the region, as well as the
socio-economic situation and cultural construction issues during
this period.

Research Methods. The methodological basis of the research
is constituted by the principle of historicism. The problem of the
region's socio-political, economic, and cultural development is
studied using general scientific and complex methodological
approaches such as historical, logical, comparative historical, and
statistical methods based on scientific objectivity.

The dissertation is also based on the principles of scientific
objectivity and systematic analysis of history. Based on the principle
of objectivity, the political landscape of the era has been studied by
examining the social-political, economic, educational, and cultural
spheres of the region, utilizing a wide range of sources and literature.
At the same time, based on the principles of source study and
historiography, the problem was examined in chronological order,
and facts and events were studied based on the principle of
systematic analysis.

While conducting the research, a complex of historical-
typological, historical-comparative, chronological, and statistical
scientific methods was also used. The application of these methods
and methodological principles contributes to the solution of the
objectives and tasks set in the research.

At the beginning of the 20th century, a complex of historical-
comparative, chronological, and statistical scientific methods was
also used to compare the content of the administrative and political
activities of the imperial authorities in the southeastern region of
Northern Azerbaijan. The historical-typological method was the
basis for determining the general features of the administrative policy
of Tsarist Russia in the region.

To achieve the goals and objectives set in the research work,
the historical-genetic method was also used, which allowed us to
study the origins of socio-political, socio-economic, and cultural
processes in the region during the indicated period, as well as the
history of the 20th century as a continuation of historical tradition.
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Provisions submitted for defense. The main provisions of the
dissertation submitted for defense:

1. By examining the ethno-demographic situation and
administrative-administrative system in the region during the studied
period, the ethnic composition of its population was characterized,
and despite the settlement of various foreign groups here, the Turkic
and Talysh ethnic groups living together here since ancient times did
not undergo dynamic changes. Economic stability led to a sharp
increase in the population. An analysis of the elections held for self-
government in the city of Lankaran shows that the Muslim
population of the region, despite all the persecutions, had a certain
influence on the imperial administration as a leading force.

2. Tsarism's acceleration of the settlement of Russian
populations in the region without addressing the land issue of local
Muslim peasants led to uprisings as the local population was driven
from their ancestral lands. The population of the Alar village in the
district, faced with the empire's violent resettlement policy, was
forcibly expelled from their ancestral lands without any land
allocation.

3. As a result of the empire's harsh land and tax policies in the
region, the situation of the peasants, who constituted a large portion
of the population, remained pitiful. The population working in
agriculture not only paid a large amount of natural taxes to the
treasury but also fulfilled their monetary and labor obligations. All
these factors led to the struggle for land in the region, the beginning
of the agrarian movement, the exacerbation of the socio-political
situation, and the start of peasant uprisings against the oppression of
the Tsarist regime.

4. The situation of the local people oppressed under the
colonial tyranny of the Tsar worsened during the years of World War
I. The ruling circles were plundering the local population by
directing all their efforts towards the "victory of the war." The
donations collected from the population for the benefit of the Red
Cross and other charitable societies established in the aftermath of
the disaster further worsened their already dire situation. A peasant
uprising occurred in the region against the empire's heavy tax and
land policies.
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5. In the dissertation, the individual sectors of agriculture in the
Lankaran district during the period of Tsarist Russia's rule and their
development dynamics are identified. During the studied period, the
development of commodity-money relations in the region's
agricultural and industrial sectors had a significant impact on the
construction of new roads and the development of trade.

6. The development of education and culture in the
southeastern region of Northern Azerbaijan led to the establishment
of new secular schools. In addition to the Russian-language schools
established by the imperial forces to train local personnel, Muslim
schools were also created. In the period under study, the healthcare
system in the region was such that the population was still using folk
medicine.

7. After the February Revolution of 1917 in Russia, the Muslim
National Committee, led by S. Gulubeyov, carried out many
organizational tasks in the region. To arm the Muslim cavalry
division formed in Lankaran, it disarmed the 4th and 7th border
regiments under the influence of the Bolsheviks, the Russian ship
"Milyutin™ arriving from Iran, and the detachment of the Astara
Soviet, thereby gaining the upper hand.

8. After the March 1918 genocide in Baku, the Malakan and
Bolshevik-Armenian gangs that gained dominance in the province
carried out mass looting and massacres against local Muslims in the
region. The region's territory became a battleground for the border
detachments of the former Tsarist Russia, Malakan, and Bolshevik-
Armenian Dashnak bandits.

9. In the struggle against the Bolsheviks, the Muslim
population of the district united with the Azerbaijani National Army
and local partisan groups, heroically liberating their homeland from
enemy occupation. With the cleansing of the southeastern region
from enemy forces, the territorial integrity of the Azerbaijan People's
Republic was ensured.

10. During the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, new
educational and cultural institutions were established, which laid the
foundation for the future development of the region. Thus, the
achievements and advanced experience gained advanced towards
high development.
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11. After the April 1920 coup, the occupation of the region by
the Bolsheviks was met with great protest by the local population.
The local population, who did not accept the Bolshevik occupation,
united in partisan groups and fought heroically against the Bolshevik
government for up to a year under the leadership of Sergeant Jamal.

Scientific novelty. The scientific novelty of the research is
determined by the fact that based on the analysis and generalization
of extensive sources and literature, the political, economic,
educational, cultural, and healthcare sectors of the southeastern
region of Northern Azerbaijan in the early 20th century have been
comprehensively studied. In the research work, a significant number
of new archival materials related to the problem have been
introduced into scientific circulation. The scientific novelties of the
research are as follows:

- The ethnic-demographic situation in the region at the beginning of
the 20th century, the main direction of activity of the
administrative-administrative and Lankaran city self-government
system, the issues of the struggle of the local Muslim population
in the elections were included in the research;

- the main essence of the settlement of the Russian population in the
region, its impact on ethnic processes, protests against the
resettlement policy, and the attitude of tsarism toward the local
Muslim population were studied;

- based on existing archival materials and literature, the uprisings
against tsarist slavery in the region, as well as the socio-political
and economic situation in the region during the First World War,
were analyzed and investigated;

- in the early 20th century, the socio-economic situation of the
southeastern region of Northern Azerbaijan was studied, with a
comprehensive  examination  of  agriculture,  gardening,
beekeeping, vegetable growing, cotton cultivation, tobacco
farming, irrigation and water usage issues, livestock farming, and
other agricultural sectors;

- the various fields of fishing and handicrafts present in the region
were analyzed separately based on period sources;

- the land relations, tax policy of the Tsarist regime, trade,
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transportation, and communication sectors in the region were
investigated,

- during the studied period, the fields of education, culture, and
healthcare in the southeastern region of Northern Azerbaijan were
comprehensively researched,;

- after the February Revolution of 1917, the socio-political and
socio-economic situation in the region, the activities of the
Muslim national committee that seized power, and the formation
of the Muslim cavalry division in Lankaran were analyzed.

- the plunders and massacres committed by Malakan, Bolshevik-
Armenian Dashnak groups against local Muslims in the region
from March 1917 to August 1919 have been investigated:;

- the struggle of local Muslim armed groups alongside the
Azerbaijani army for the independence and territorial integrity of
Azerbaijan and its establishment in the region has been studied,

- the agrarian situation and cultural construction issues in the region
during the period of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic were
analyzed.

The theoretical and practical significance of the research.
The scientific-theoretical and practical significance of the
dissertation work lies in the fact that the scientific results of the
research can be used to enrich the relevant sections of the history of
the homeland, in preparing lecture courses and specialized classes on
the history of Azerbaijan in the 20th century, as well as in writing
generalized works and conducting scientific seminars.

Testing and application. The dissertation was discussed and
recommended for defense in the Department of Scientific Research
and Presentation of Azerbaijani History at the National Museum of
Azerbaijani History. The main provisions of the research have been
published in collections included in the list of licensed scientific
journals of the Supreme Attestation Commission under the President
of the Republic of Azerbaijan and have been reflected in reports from
several conferences held both within the republic and abroad.

The name of the organization where the dissertation work
was performed. The dissertation was performed at the National
Museum of History of Azerbaijan.
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The total volume of the dissertation in characters,
indicating the separate volumes of the structural sections of the
dissertation. The total volume of the dissertation, excluding the list
of used literature, consists of 528,393 characters.

Introduction: number of characters — 44,476, Chapter I: number
of characters — 169,449, Chapter 11: number of characters — 115,110,
Chapter I1l: number of characters — 52,530, Chapter IV: number of
characters — 130,003, conclusion: number of characters — 16,825.

Il. MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION

In the introduction, the relevance of the topic has been
justified, and the historiography and source studies have been
examined. The object, subject, purpose, and tasks of the research are
determined, the methods of the research, the main theses presented
for defense, and the scientific novelty are justified, the theoretical
and practical significance is demonstrated, and information about the
approbation, application, and structure of the dissertation is provided.

The first chapter titled ""The Socio-Political Situation in the
Region (1900-1916)" consists of four paragraphs. In the first
paragraph, the region's 'Ethno-demographic processes and
administrative governance system® during the studied period is
examined. The Lankaran district, which covered the southeastern
region of Northern Azerbaijan, the southwestern shores of the
Caspian Sea, the Astara River to the south, the Talish Mountains to
the west, and the southern part of the Mughan plain along the
Bolgaruchay to the north, was established as an administrative-
territorial unit within the Baku Governorate based on the law of April
10, 1840. The center of the district was the city of Lankaran.
Sabidash, Lankaran, Arkivan, Zuvand, and Astara were divided into
five police districts (sub-districts)®t, which included several villages
within the rural communities. The city of Lankaran, which was the
center of the district, was governed by a city leader elected every
four years through a voting process. The region was managed by the
district chief, appointed by the governor, and the police officer.

%1 KaBkasckuii kanengaps Ha 1917 rox. . 13-19
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The economic development of the region has had a significant
impact on population growth. According to existing statistical
sources, in 1897, there were 120,233 Azerbaijanis and 104,25
Russians living in the Lankaran district, totaling 131,361 people®.
By 1915, this number had increased to 147,555 Muslims, 20,316
Russians, and other nationalities, reaching a total of 187,515 %
people. In the city of Lankaran, however, in 1915, 17,801% people
lived.

One of the other reasons for the population increase in the
region was the arrival of a large number of workers from the territory
of the Gajar state. Due to difficulties in obtaining passports, most of
the immigrants crossed the border illegally®. In almost every village
of the district, there were permanent homes for the immigrants
working in all the rice and grain fields.%

After 26 years from the June 16, 1870 city "Regulations™ of
Tsarist Russia, the elections for the Lankaran city self-governance,
established on July 26, 1896, were held under conditions of great
struggle.

The police officers who governed the districts of the district did
not know the language, customs, and traditions of the local people,
and their oppression of the people led to protests. The protests that
occurred resulted in the murder of the police officer Sachenko-Saku
by the fugitive Hajiaga Jabbar oglu in 1905 % . Although the
government-appointed local officials as police officers in the district
in order to prevent the existing discontent, it was unable to regulate
the current situation.

92 Kapkasckuii kanenaapb Ha 1912 rog. — c. 250-251
93 Kapkasckuii kanenaapb Ha 1916 ron. — ¢. 38-39
% KaBkasckuii kanengaps Ha 1917 rog.— c. 180-181
% Illykropos, K. Murpauus HaceneHus mexnay Poccueit nu HMpanom B XIX-XX
BEKOB (TMOJIMTHKO-TIpaBoBBIe Bompockl) // IBerms: Kapkaz & ['mobammsamms. —
2009. tom 3, Beimyck 2-3, — ¢. 217
% Azorbaycanin Rusiya ilo birlasdirilmasi vo onun miitoraqqi igtisadi vo madoni
naticalori (XIX-XX asrin owvallori) / Redaktor: ©.N.Quliyev, V.D.Mogalov,
torciimo redaktoru M.Ismayilov. — Baki: Azorbaycan SSR Elmlor Akademiyasi
nosriyyati, — 1956. — s. 140-141
% 9sadov, F. Talis diyarmin kegmisina bir nozor. —s. 16
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In the second paragraph titled ""The Settlement of Russians in
the Region and Their Impact on Ethnic Processes,” the study
examines the Russian Empire's mass relocation of Armenians,
Russians, primarily Christian sectarians, to strengthen its position in
the region and create a base for itself, focusing on the main essence
and impact on ethnic processes. As a result of this violent influence
on the region's ethnic composition, it was initially an exile area for
sectarian Russians, but in later periods, it became an area of mass
settlement for them.

In the South Caucasus, including the Lankaran district, 13
Russian villages were established from 1838 to 1905%. As noted in
the work "Cavahirnamei-Lankaran™ regarding the settlement of
Russians in the region, the Russians who migrated to the region from
various parts of the empire disrupted the livelihood of the land-poor
local population, and their lives fell into a difficult situation®®. The
Russian peasants, who had a significant advantage in the region,
owned vast territories without any restrictions, unlike the local
population®,

In order to speed up the resettlement work in the region, in
May 1904, the transfer of the resettlement station under the Ministry
of State Property and Agriculture to the disposal of the district chief
on special assignments led to the expulsion of the Alar people from
their lands, who were an obstacle to the establishment of Russian
settlements in Mughan.

As a result of the arbitrariness of the tsarist officials, hundreds
of innocent peasants were subjected to hunger and misery. In his
speech at the parliament on June 11, 1913, M.Y. Jafarov, a member
of the State Duma, expressed his protest by stating that “the Russians
who were transferred to the territory by the tsarism, who did not take
into account the interests of the local population, occupied the best
lands and settled in a large area irregularly”, “the local people who

9 Kysmunckuii, A.M. Bcenoananseiimuii oTyeTa o npousseneHHoi B 1905 roxy. -
c. 507

% Kazim bay oglu, Sayid Oli. Cavahirnamei-Lonkaran. —s. 16

100 Y1, YKabun. XossiicTeennslit 66T cena [pusonsroro // Tuduuc: Kakasckoe
cenbcKkoe Xo3sicTBo. — 1897. Ne 157, —c¢. 22
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became victims of politics and opposed this arbitrariness were
presented as the image of the enemy” 1!

Despite the subjective reactionary goals of the resettlement
policy implemented by the Tsarist regime in the region, it also had
some progressive aspects. They had a special role in familiarizing
local peasants with primitive agricultural tools and in adopting new
practices in the agricultural fields.

The third paragraph, titled ""Social Situation in the Region
and Peasant Revolts,” examines the poverty prevailing in the
villages as a result of the colonial policy implemented by Tsarism in
Northern Azerbaijan, the landless and landless situation of the
peasants, and the peasant uprisings that occurred in the region due to
heavy taxes.

Since the beginning of the 20th century, the peasant uprisings
in the district have become a serious threat to tsarism. These
uprisings were social in nature and manifested themselves in the
form of a struggle against the autocracy. During the period under
study, agrarian movements in the district began to take on a very
massive character. If in the first year of the century, the number of
fugitive groups was 4, then very soon their number reached for 12292,
On July 24, 1906, an operation prepared under the leadership of
district chief Chussin resulted in the defeat of the bandit groups.

During the period under study, in addition to the smuggling
movement in the district, peasant uprisings also became widespread.
The head of the Caucasian police department, who was frightened by
the peasant uprising, in his instructions sent to the police bailiffs of
the provinces and districts on January 20, 1906, demanded that the
most decisive measures be taken against any actions of the peasants -
seizing landowners' lands, forests, and woods, "robbery”, resistance
to the government and other rebellious actions and that they use
weapons without hesitation.%®

101 MTepecenenueckuii Bonpoc // Kacruit. — 1913, 19 urons. — c. 4.
102 T'yceitnos, J1.X JIpmxeHue kauaros B Asep6aiimxane B 1900-1910 rr. — c. 182-183
103 panopra Kaskasckoro nonuueiickux ynpasienuu (Tudmuc: 1906, 20 supaps)
Il Azarbaycan Respublikast Dovlat Tarix Arxivi, Fond Ne 46, siyah1 Ne 20, ig Ne 1,
varaq —4
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Conducted research shows that in the district, the peasants'
hatred towards the tsarist authority and local exploiters due to
colonial oppression was so great that neither arrests and exiles nor
vague promises of reform could deter them from this struggle.

In the fourth paragraph titled **The Socio-Political Situation
in the Region During World War 1, the activities of the Red
Cross and other charitable societies established to supply food and
material resources to the imperial army in the Lankaran district, one
of the remote provinces of Tsarist Russia, and the existing situation
in the district were examined.

As a result of the unusually deep food crisis during the war,
food shortages, and their prices rose significantly in the region.
Grain, meat, sugar, and other food products rose sharply in the
region. In 1916, the price of grain was 7-8 times higher than before
the war, and the state land tax collected from peasants was increased
by 11 percent'®. As if this were not enough, the war severely
depressed the region's economy, and livestock breeding, along with
other sectors of agriculture, was also severely affected, and 70
percent of draft animals were mobilized.

Thus, the severe consequences of the war further aggravated
the situation of the population of the district. In the district, famine,
high prices, bribery of tsarist officials, various diseases that led to an
increase in deaths, and exploitation of the peasants intensified. Fed
up with this, the peasants massively refused to pay taxes and fulfill
their obligations and offered armed resistance to tsarist officials and
the police.

The imperial forces, in order to prevent potential armed
uprisings in the Lankaran district, began forcibly collecting various
types of weapons and ammunition from the population starting in
1915, With this, the imperial forces, viewing the local population

194 Hiiseynov, C.X. Birinci diinya miiharibasi dévriinde Azorbaycan kandinds vergi
vo miikollafiyyat osaratinin daha da giiclonmasi // — Baki: Azarbaycan SSR Elmlor
Akademiyasi Tarix Institutu. Azorbaycan Tarixi Masalalori (Aspirant mogalolori
kiilliyyat1). — 1966. —s. 120

105 BeoMOCTh OTHECTPENIEHOMY OPYIKHIO, OTOOPaHHOMY y HacenieHus BakuHCKoi
ryoepHun B TeueHun 1 u 2 tpetu anpens mecsina 1915 r. (baky: 1915, 10 mas) //
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as "unreliable,” kept them under constant surveillance and armed
their co-religionists in the name of protection.

The second chapter titled ""Economic Situation™ consists of 3
paragraphs. In the first paragraph titled ""The Development of
Agriculture and Agrarian Relations in the Region,” the existing
agricultural sectors in the region have been examined. According to
the natural and geographical conditions of the southeastern region of
Northern Azerbaijan, the local population primarily engaged in
agriculture, horticulture, beekeeping, sericulture, viticulture, cotton
cultivation, tobacco cultivation, and other fields. In this regard, the
factors arising from the natural and geographical conditions of the
Lankaran district have had a significant impact on the development
of various agricultural sectors.

Rice cultivation developed as a leading sector in the region.
Based on periodic sources, we can determine that in the early 20th
century, in the region considered the granary of the South Caucasus,
the 17,000 tithes of land in the region yielded an average of 150
poods of produce per desyatin, reaching an annual production of
2,550,000 poods % . The population was engaged in both rice
cultivation and grain farming. During the studied period, the district
was considered the main grain repository of the province, ranking
first in wheat production in the province with an output of 2,988,463
poods of winter wheat?’.

In addition to grain farming, one of the main profitable sectors
in the region was the extensive cultivation of melons, watermelons,
and vegetables. In the mountainous part of the region, the potatoes
grown in Zuvand were considered superior in quality and were sold
at a higher price'® than those grown in the flat areas. The cotton and

Azarbaycan Respublikast Dovlot Tarix Arxivi, Fond Ne 1, siyahi, Ne 1, ig Ne 247,
varaq — 2-3

106 Ouepk cenbcKOro M JiecHOro Xo3siictBa JIEHKOpaHCKOTO yesna, BakuHCKoii
ryoepuun. — c. 80

197 0630p Bakunckoii rybepruu 3a 1911 rog. — ¢. 6-7

198 Kuctunes JI.A. VicTouHnKN 61arococTosiHus KpecThsiH JIeHkopaHckaro yesna //
Tudauc: Tpynst KaBkasckaro obuiecTsa cenbekaro xo3sicraa, — c.159.
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tobacco grown in district have become characteristic agricultural
sectors for the population®®.

The population of the district was engaged in gardening and
beekeeping, along with other agricultural activities. In the district,
"honey" with a special taste and aroma was produced from bees
without any care.°

In most parts of the district, the population primarily engaged
in rice cultivation, which led to a high demand for water. In the
district, the main source of irrigation for the population consisted of
water reservoirs — canals. The use and distribution of water were
overseen by specially appointed individuals - the mihrab and their
assistants - the abyar. The arbitrariness of the mihrabs in the region
has caused serious protests from the peasants!!t. Although the Tsarist
government adopted the December 3, 1890 law to regulate the
irrigation system in order to prevent the existing protests, it could not
solve this important problem.

The beautiful mountain meadows of the region and the fertile
winter and summer pastures have greatly influenced the development
of livestock farming. In the Baku governorate, the largest livestock
market in terms of trade volume was located in the village of Hasulla
in the district. Here, 240 horses, 27,000 head of cattle, and 12,000
head of small cattle were sold throughout the year.

In the second paragraph, the “Development of fishing and
cottage industries” in the southeastern region of North Azerbaijan
was examined as a problem. As we know, due to the rich rivers, lakes,
and location of the region on the sea coast, fish products occupied a
special place in the field of food production. Starting from the early
90s of the 19th century, fish production in the region began to increase
further based on a new capitalist lease. The main reason for this was
the abolition of the outdated lease (buy-out) system in the region's fish

109 0630p Bakunckoii rydeprun 3a 1913 rox. — ¢. 15
110 Hopocenos, M.O. IlepBast KOJIOHMS PYCCKMX IepeceseHleB B JIEHKOPAaHCKOM
yesne // — Tudmuc: KaBkazckoe cenbckoe X03siicTBo, — 1895. Ne 89, — c. 1381
1 Panopr JIeHKOpaHCKOro ye3JHOro HadanbHuKa oT 9 aBrycra 1912 roga 3a Ne
5432, na ums bakunckoro ry6epHaropa // Azarbaycan Respublikast Dovlat Tarix
Arxivi, Fond Ne 185, siyahi, Ne 18, is Ne 547, vorogq — 1-2
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economy in 1880, which had slowed down its development.
According to the new system, fishing areas were given to individual
persons for use for 5 years based on a free auction!*?. According to
sources, while 40-100 thousand fish were caught annually in the
Caucasus, their number was more than a million on the shores of
Lankaran, which is called the fish house. In addition, 1000 barrels of
pressed and liquid caviar, 500 poods of sturgeon glue, and 200 poods
of nagga fish products were produced here!*3,

The flow of local capital into the fishing industry in the region
expanded significantly from 1906. In addition to foreign entrepre-
neurs, local capitalists also had a stake in the fishing industry of the
region.'4

The development of capitalist relations in the region's
traditional crafts has accelerated their export. In terms of existing
demand, handicraft industries were widely spread in the district. In
the region, honey-beer and "Weiner" breweries operated.

At the beginning of the 20th century, the development of
various traditional arts in the Lankaran province had a great impact
on the economic life of the population. In this regard, the local
population wove woolen carpets and carpet products, socks, gloves,
felt, men's outerwear, and other things. M.H. Baharli noted that
Lankaran province, as one of the 5 carpet weaving schools in
Azerbaijan, gained fame with pileless carpets and kilims.t°

112 0630p (abpux u 3aBonoB bakunckoif rybepuun / HcTopuKo-cTaTHYECKOE
onmcanne (HhabpUIHO-3aBOJICKON JesiTenbHOCTH baknHCKo# rybepHHM B CBSA3M C
pa3BUTHEM B HEH KycTapHbBIX NMpoMmbicioB: C miaHoM OajlaXxaHCKOW IIIOIIAIH. C.
141-142
113 Kupomucuast Poccust / Tlon pen. ILII. CemenoBa. - CII6. - M. M3manue
KHHUromnpoaasua — Tunorpada M. O. Bonbga, - Tom 1X.- 1883. - ¢. 215
114 Cnmcok: nMu, apeHIyIOIMMX Ka3eHHbIE BaTaKHblE ycauTKbl 9 paiioHa a
YKa3aHHeM WX 3BaHWW W TIOCTOSTHHOM MecToxutenbcTBe (1915, 9 mexabps) //
Azarbaycan Respublikast Dovlat Tarix Arxivi, Fond Ne 106, siyahi, Ne 1, is Ne
1430, varaq - 7-8.; B JleHkopaHCKOM MOJHMIEHCKOM YIpaBIeHHH HA OTAa4y B B
apeHHoe cojeprkanue JIeHKOpaHCKOTo prI00JIOBHOTO yuacTka (Jlenkopans: 1907,
2 despans) // Azorbaycan Respublikasit Dovlst Tarix Arxivi, Fond Ne 106, siyahi,
Ne 1, is Ne 426, voraq - 50-55.
115 Vsliyev (Baharl1), Mohammod Hasan. Azarbaycan. - s. 119.
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During this period, one of the ancient traditional crafts of the
local population namely reed weaving and salt production, has
significantly developed. Salt production was mainly widespread in
the villages of "Separadi, Arkivan, Shaghlakuca, and Privoln1" of the
district. 1*® One of the industrial sectors that had taken on an
industrial character in the region was the brick production
enterprises.

In the third paragraph, "Trade and trade routes" have not
been examined as an issue. The location of the region on the northern
and southern transit routes has had a significant impact on its
economic life. The main commercial center of the region, Lankaran,
received agricultural products not only from the villages of the
district but also from neighboring provinces (mainly livestock, fruits
and vegetables, dairy products, honey, etc.) at its market!?’.

T. Bayramalibeyov wrote about the extremely poor condition
of the roads in Lankaran, which negatively affected the development
of trade: "Despite the richness of the region and the fertility of the
soil, the lack of convenient roads has plunged the villages into
terrible poverty. If a new road network is developed, the peasants
will sell their produce and poverty will disappear."**®

The author then wrote: "The city self-government organization
had submitted the project of this road to the governor on March 16,
1901, requesting permission for its construction.” However, this
issue remained unresolved. On May 21, 1913, the commission of the
Ministry of Roads, which was reviewing the construction of new
railways, granted permission to construct the Alat-Astara railway line
when it approved the society's charter on June 20, 1914. However,
the outbreak of World War | prevented the implementation of this
project.!®

The third chapter, titled 'Education, Culture, and
Healthcare," consists of two paragraphs. In the first subsection titled

116 Xarucos, K. KycTapHble IPOMBIC/IBI 3aKaBKa3CKOT0 Kpas. - C. 336
117 Quepk cenbckoro u JiecHoro xo3siictea Jlenkopanckoro yesza. - €.101-102
118 Jlenkopaub (oT Hamero koppectonaenTa) / Kacmuit. - 1902, 2 Hos6ps. - .3
119 Vsliyev, T.T. XIX asrin sonu — XX asrin avvallorinds Azarbaycanda domir yolu
cokilisi tarixindon. - 1984. Ne 2, - 5. 49-50
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"The Development of Education and Culture in the Region,"” the
educational history of the southeastern region of Northern Azerbaijan
has been examined. In the development of the school network in the
region, the prominent educational figures of the region played a
special role.

Secular schools that formed in the region in the mid-19th
century developed significantly in a short period due to the efforts of
local intellectuals. In the region, on September 15, 1907, a five-year
Russian-Turkish school named "Behjat" and in 1909, a school named
"Ziya" began their activities. However, due to artificial obstacles and
lack of funds, these schools are closed. However, despite these
persecutions, thanks to Teymur bey’s efforts, a two-class Russian-
Turkish primary school was established in Lankaran in 19112, At
the beginning of the 20th century, in addition to these educational
institutions, two-class and four-class schools and gymnasiums were
organized in the district. In the 1914-1915 academic year, 884
students were educated in the 68 schools in the district, taught by 68
teachers.!?! According to a document dated July 13, 1916, there were
100 students studying at the school'??. The two-class school opened
in 1904 for the education of girls in the city of Lankaran and was
transformed into a four-class school in 1908 and a seven-class
gymnasium in the 1915-1916 academic year. Thus, despite all the
difficulties, the school network in the region developed thanks to the
efforts of local teachers.

120 Ero IIpeBocxomuTenbcTBy [OCTIOMMHY —JMPEKTOPY HAPOIHBIX  YUHJIHIL:
[Ipencenaten yqmnniHO#H mpu ropojackoit xyme komuccuu (baky: 4 Hos0ps 1910
I/l Azarbaycan Respublikasi Tarix Dovlot Arxivi, Fond Ne 309, siyahi Ne 4, ig Ne
776, varaq — 2

121 [IIkonpHas ceth no JlenkopanckoMy yesay bakunckoro rybeprusi. CocTasieHa
B 1914 romy: WHcmexktop HapomHBIX yumiaum 1-ro paiioHa bakuHCKO-
Harecranckoit gupeknnu M.Komrenos. // Azorbaycan Respublikast Dovlst Tarix
Arxivi, Fond Ne 309, siyah1 Ne 1, is Ne 1074, voroq — 1-24.

122 [IIkonpHas ceth no JlenkopanckoMy yesay bakunckoro rybeprus. CocrasieHa
B 1914 romy: WHcmexktop HapomHBIX yumium 1-ro paiioHa bakuHCKO-
Harecranckoit aupekunu M.Kontenos. // Azarbaycan Respublikasi Dovlst Tarix
Arxivi, Fond Ne 309, siyaht Ne 1, is Ne 1074, voroq — 1-24
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As a result of the development of education in the region,
scientific knowledge also advanced during the period under study. In
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, regarding the region's history
and culture, chronicler historians such as Mirza Akhmad Mirza
Khudaverdi oglu with his work "Akhbarnama," Seyid Ali Kazim bey
oglu with "Javahirnamei-Lankaran,” prominent enlightenment
figures like Mirza Mammadali Safiyev, and articles published in the
Thilisi newspapers "Zakavkazski Vestnik" and "Kafkaz" by T.
Bayramalibeyov provided valuable information.

In addition to the study and promotion of historical values in
the region, it has also developed in the literary environment. In the
second half of the 19th century, under the initiative of Mirza Ismail
Gasiri, the "Fovcul-fusaha" ("Beautiful Speakers™) literary assembly
was formed in the city of Lankaran, uniting creative individuals from
the entire region. In this assembly, every person with creative
abilities and poetic talent participated in individual poetry and
scientific discussions.

During the studied period, progressive-minded intellectuals in
the region, such as T. Bayramalibeyov, M. Aliyev, and M. I.
Talishinski, made significant contributions to the development of
education, literature, and especially theater art. T. Bayramalibeyov's
amateur theater group, organized in Lankaran in 1903, had a
significant impact on the development of this field.

In the second paragraph titled ""Healthcare," the healthcare
history of the region during the studied period has been examined.
During the studied period, there was one city hospital, 3 doctors, 6
first-aid men, 2 midwives, 1 pharmacist, and 1 pharmacy operating in
Lankaran. The weakness of the healthcare service in the region led to
the spread of various infectious diseases and an increase in death
rates. The local population's main reliance was on the medicinal
springs they had used for centuries. The hot water springs available
in the Lankaran district have become a healing source for diseases.

According to the law dated March 8, 1904, on the
reconstruction of rural medical stations in the South Caucasus, the
number of beds in the existing hospital in the district has increased
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from 4 to 623, According to the law, the number of hospitals in the
Lankaran district has increased to two. Despite all the difficulties,
efforts were being made within the available means to combat the
various widespread diseases in the district.

Chapter 1V, entitled “The Southeastern Region in 1917-
1920,” consists of four paragraphs. The first paragraph examines
“The socio-political situation in the region after the February
Revolution.” On February 28, the news of the victory of the
democratic revolution in Petersburg was greeted with immense joy in
Lankaran. As soon as the news of the overthrow of the Tsar was
heard, the peasants, who had been fed up with his extreme torture for
100 years, seized the landowners and state lands, which led to the
resumption of the peasant movement in the region.

In order to regulate the situation in the district and prevent a
recurrence of possible incidents, the Baku provincial executive
committee elected S. Gulubayov as chairman of the district executive
committee based on elections held in Lankaran in March 1917 with
the participation of M.A. Rasulzade, editor of the newspaper "Achig
Soz" and cadet Kuznetsov!?4,

However, the dangerous situation in the Sabidash region
became even more complicated as a result of the uprising of the
Russian Malakan peasants who were trapped in the district against
the existing local administration. According to Soviet historiography,
“Russian chauvinist nationalists, spreading hostility between the
soldiers and the population, committed massacres in the district,
beating, insulting, and sometimes even Kkilling the hardworking
peasants.?” As a logical consequence of this, on September 23,
1917, 14 Muslims were brutally dismembered by Russian soldiers in
Prishib without trial2®.

In order to prevent the lawlessness occurring in the region and
to strengthen the national armed groups, the activists of the Muslim

12 Hiiseynbalaoglu, B.H., Talisli, M.M. Lonkoran. - s. 162-163

124 Rosulzads, M.O. Osarlari. [IV cild]. - s. 93-94

125 9zimov, H. Azorbaycan gozalarinda sovetlor (1917-1918-ci illor). - s. 104

126 Mo Baxumnckoii ryGepruun: Bonuenus B Ipummbe // Kacnmii. - 1917, 1 (14)
OKTSI0ps. — C. 3
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Council disarmed the 4th and 7th border regiments, which were
under the influence of the Bolsheviks, in January 1918. As a result of
the disarmament of the "Milyutin™ ship in Lankaran, 6 machine guns,
3 thousand rifles, 85 thousand cartridges, and 10 crates of bombs
were seized.!?’

The local Muslim community in Lankaran took advantage of
the decision to form a Muslim cavalry division here. In February
1918, the division located in Lankaran was provided with military
equipment. The Muslim cavalry division, the only military force in
the region, was defeated by Malakan rebels on the way to the village
of Nikalayevka in late March 1918 under the leadership of Iskander
bey Malikbeyov!? in order to put an end to the arbitrariness of the
Malakans. The weakening of the division, which was the only
support of the local Muslim population, led to the strengthening of
the Bolsheviks!?®.

In the disaster, the ship "Aleksandr Jander,” carrying the
Bolshevik-Armenian armed forces belonging to the Baku Soviet led
by the Armenian Shaumyan, was used to bombard all the villages
along the coastline with artillery fire starting from March 30, 1918
(April 17). As a result of the massacres by the Bolshevik-Armenian
detachments that captured the city of Lankaran, about 40 villages
were burned in the region, and thousands of innocent Muslims were
killed!3,

Thus, until August 1919, the Lankaran district was subjected to
massacres by the Bolshevik-Armenian combined detachments and
Molokans due to successive changes in power.

In the second paragraph, ""The massacres committed by the
Bolshevik-Armenian Dashnak gangs against the Muslim
population in the region™ are examined. In the southeastern region

127 |_onkaran hadisaleri // Agiq soz. - 1918, 28 yanvar. —s. 2
128 Siileymanov, M. Azorbaycan ordusu (1918-1920). — s. 46
129 Quluboayli Soltan Mahommod boay. Tolatiimlii illor “Xatirat”. —s. s. 34-35
130 Korimov, B.B. Lonkoran gozasinda Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyatinin orazi
biitovliiyli ugrunda miibarizo. “XX osrdo tlirk-miisolman xalglarina garsi
soyqirimlar1” mévzusuna hasr olunmus V Beynaslxalq elmi konfransin materiallar.
Tarix Institutu. Elmi Ssarlori. 2018, Ne70, s. 282-288
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of Northern Azerbaijan, in order to disarm the national forces
concentrated there, the Armenian bandits, who formed the main force
of the Bolshevik units, along with the Malakan groups present in the
district, committed atrocities against the peaceful population of the
district for a full year and three months, subjecting thousands of
peaceful Muslim inhabitants to massacre.

The White Army officer V.A. Dobrinin, who chronicled the
lawlessness in the region, wrote in his memoirs: "Hearing about the
arrival of the Bolshevik-Armenian detachments, the Tatars
(Azerbaijanis) fled to the forests and mountains to escape the
massacres.3!" The urban population that could not escape was killed
by the Armenians.” Thus, under the leadership of Shaumyan, the
Bolshevik-Armenian forces established an Armenian government in
the region on April 14 in the name of Soviet power, and as a result of
the massacres committed against the peaceful Muslim population,
more than a hundred villages were burned, and thousands of unarmed
Muslims were killed.

In a desperate and difficult situation, the Muslims of Lankaran
see their salvation in the unity, strength, and steadfastness of the
Azerbaijani army, and they hope that with the help of this savior
army, they will achieve freedom and be able to return to their
homes®2. Thus, the massacres committed by enemy forces in the
region came to an end in the summer of 1919 due to the efforts of the
Azerbaijani Army.

In the third paragraph, the period of "'the socio-political
situation in the region during the Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic™ has been studied based on period sources and literature.
After the fall of the Baku Soviet in late July 1918, and the
establishment of a government called the "Dictatorship of the
Temporary Leadership of the Central Caspian and Soviet Executive
Committee™ in Baku on August 1, a detachment of 600 men
commanded by Ilyashevich began to consolidate in Prishiv and
intervened in the district's affairs.

181 To6pbinun, B.A. O6opona Myranu. — C. 25, 27
132 T B. Jlenkopanb (oT Hamero koppecronjenTa) // Azepbaiimxan. — 1918, 15 (2)
HOsI0psL. — C. 3.
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The local Muslim population, fed up with the massacres and
lootings that took place in the region, took up arms in mid-1919 in
defense of the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan under the leadership
of Huseyn Ramazanov, lbrahim, Haji Osman, and Shahveran and
began to fight against the invaders.'® To help the Muslim forces that
were stubbornly fighting to restore the territorial integrity of
Azerbaijan in the region, the national government sent armed groups
led by J. Malikyeganov to Astara at the end of June, together with
Huseyn Ramazanov!34. On July 6, the Bolsheviks were defeated and
retreated in the battles near Kaladahna and Pusadahna®*®.

On August 4, 1919, under the command of Chief of Staff Major
General Habib bey Salimov, military units were to advance along the
route of Hajigabul, Salyan, Pokrovka, Prishib, and Lankaran to
establish order and tranquility in the southeastern region. Describing
the stubborn attack of the Azerbaijani army in the direction of
Lankaran, the author wrote that "if the Mughan Russians do not
abandon their intentions, it will not be possible to stop the attack."%
Around the city of Lankaran, an armed group of nearly 6,000 people
was waiting for an order from the Azerbaijani government®’.

Azerbaijani army units and local Muslim militias entered
Lankaran on August 12, began to cleanse the city of the White
Guards, and started disarming them. By August 15, the city of
Lankaran and its surrounding areas were fully brought under control,
ending the dominance of the Bolshevik-Dashnak and Denikin
forces'®. Under the command of Major General H. Salimov, our
liberating army was greeted with great fanfare in Lankaran on
August 2313,

133Mirzo Bala. Cemal Pasa. - s. 275
134Siileymanov, M. Azarbaycan ordusu (1918-1920). — s. 345
135A crapunen. Asep6aiinkanckas Acrapa // Aszepbaiimkan. — 1919, 12 mrons. — C. 4.
1% Canman-6ex. Jlemkopanb (OT Hallero cren. Koppecmosjpedra) /[ —
AszepOaitmxan. — 1919, 13 aBrycra. —c. 2
137 B Jlenkopanu // — Azepbaiimxan. — 1919, 8 asrycra. — c. 2
138 Jlenxopaus (OT Halero KoppecrnonaenTa) / Azepbaiimkan. — 1919, 30 asrycra.
-c.4
139 Telimypbek. Jlemkopanb  (OT HAlIero CHENMANbH. KOPPECTOHeHTa) //
Aszepbaiimxkas. — 1919, 3 cenrsdpst. — C. 6.

48



The food inspection of the Azerbaijan People's Republic began
in September 1919, providing food aid to the impoverished
population in the region, and the burned and destroyed villages were
restored.14°

However, in the early 1920s, the activity of the Bolsheviks in
the region Dbegan to increase significantly. The authorized
representative of the Azerbaijani government in the region, B.
Nakhchivansky, sent a telegram to the Ministry of Internal Affairs on
March 6, 1920, stating that measures were being taken against the
Bolshevik agitation in the region and that Mughan had armed the
population in Russian villages to support the Bolshevik movement!#,
After the April 1920 coup, despite the resistance of the National
forces, a military revolutionary committee consisting of Lankaran
Bolsheviks was organized.

However, in the district, the national forces, who did not
reconcile with the newly established Bolshevik government, began to
put up serious resistance against them. The struggle that began
against the Soviets in the Lankaran district in May 1920 and
gradually intensified continued for a full year until May 1921.

In the fourth paragraph, the issues of "Cultural
Construction™ in the region during the period of the Azerbaijan
People's Republic are highlighted. Until the February Revolution,
almost all non-Russian peoples, whom the tsarist officials referred to
as "foreign," had no opportunity for education.

However, after the February Revolution of 1917, serious
measures were implemented in this field. In order to implement a
new education reform in the region, a general assembly of the
members of the "Lankaran General District Professional Teachers'
Union" was held on April 7-8, 1917, where decisions were made
regarding increasing the number of classrooms in schools based on

140 Ycropust AszepbaumxaHa 1o AOKyMeHTaM M myomukamusm / Ilox pemakuueit
akazemuka 3. M. BynusitoBa. - baky: Onm, - 1990. - ¢. 173-174; Anpec-Kanennapb
Azepbaiimkxanckoit Pecrrybmmkm Ha 1920-#i 1. - c. 257

141 Blizads, N. Azorbaycanda Sovet hakimiyystinin golobssi ugrunda miibariza
tarixindan. - s. 106
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the number of students, providing additional salaries to teachers who
teach in the native language by the state, implementing compulsory
free education in the native and state languages starting from the age
of 7, and so on. On September 30, 1917, Turkish and Russian
language departments were opened under the "Umud" society, which
began its activities in Lankaran#2,

On September 30, 1917, Turkish and Russian language courses
were opened under the "Umud" society, which began its activities in
Lankaran®,

By the summer of 1918-1919, as a result of the massacres that
took place in the region, 8 of the 54 existing schools had been closed,
including 6 schools destroyed#4,

After the establishment of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic
in the region, the school network began to develop again. The
Turkish Muslim women's schools operating in Lankaran under the
leadership of M. Bayramalibeyova and Zeynab Muzaffarova played a
special role in the upbringing of female schools'® in the region. In
addition to teaching at the Lankaran Muslim Girls' School, M.
Bayramalibeyova created the first women's charitable society in the
region.

In the ""Conclusion™ section of the dissertation, the main
scientific and theoretical conclusions obtained during the dissertation
have been systematized and generalized. The analysis of official
documents shows that Tsarism, in order to strengthen its power in the

142 Ham mumyt: U3 Jlenxopanu. O6eyesanblii yautensckuil cwesn /  Kacnuil. -
1917, 28 anpens (11 mas). —3 ¢
143 OBmectBa «YMHI: locnoguHy AMpeKTOp HApOIHBIX Y4YWiIul] bakMHCKOM-
Harecranckoit ob6mactu 1-ro paiiona (Jlemkopan: 1917, 31 cenrsa6ps) //
Azarbaycan Respublikasi Dovlot Tarix Arxivi, Fond Ne 309, siyah1 Ne 1, is Ne
1250, varaq — 22
144 Panopr uHCHEKTOpY HApOAHBIX yumnuiy JleHkopaHcoro yes3nos (JleHkopas:
1919, 14 mapta) // Azorbaycan Respublikast Dovlst Arxivi, Fond Ne 51, siyaht
Nel, ig Ne 16, voroq — V. 5
145 BenjoMOCTh HA ’XKalOBAHBE YYAIIMM HAYaIbHBIX y4uauil JIeHKOpaHCKOM ye3na
(1920, 17 suBapst) // Azerbaycan Respublikasi Dovlst Arxivi, Fond Ne 53, siyahi
Nel, ig Ne 29, voraq — 1-2.
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region, aimed to establish a strong administrative management
system; create social support in the local government bodies
represented by the local population; and change the ethnic-
demographic situation in the region.

Ignoring the national composition of the region, Tsarism kept
the local population under control by conducting the elections for the
city self-government in a formal, deliberately contradictory, and
fragmented manner, appointing the candidate it desired.

The Tsarist regime's discriminatory policy of settling Christian
populations in the region to create a support base for itself led to the
expulsion of local peasants from their lands, causing serious protests
in the region.

The laws adopted to prevent the discontent in the region also
failed to improve the situation. These discontents led to the outbreak
of peasant uprisings.

During World War |, the tsarist regime, ignoring the dire
situation in the region, plundered the people through charitable
societies created in connection with the war. The current situation led
to the outbreak of peasant uprisings in the region.

At the beginning of the 20th century, the country's leading
position as the main grain storehouse indicated the development of
agriculture. The development of rice cultivation, grain cultivation,
melon cultivation, cattle breeding, and other agricultural activities in
the region further increased the economic power of the district.

Cattle breeding in the region had a special position in the
economic life of the population. As a result of the development of
commercial cattle breeding, the region became one of the main sales
points of the Baku province. The fact that cattle breeding was a
leading sector in the district had a great impact on the production of
wool, carpets, and carpet products.

Alongside other economic sectors, the region known as the
"fish house" held a leading position in the production of fish products
in the South Caucasus.
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As a result of the measures implemented by the Tsarist regime
in the region in the fields of transportation and communication, the
establishment of new roads, albeit partially, and the organization of
postal and communication services had a significant impact on the
development of the domestic market.

As a result of the efforts of local intellectuals, the new schools,
clubs, and library networks that emerged in the region had a
significant impact on the development of education and achieved
certain successes in the advancement of science, the literary
environment, theater, and music.

After the February Revolution of 1917, the Muslim National
Committee, which briefly seized power in the region, actively fought
for the organization of the local Muslim population and the provision
of material and technical support to the Muslim cavalry division
located in the district.

Until the establishment of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic
in the district, during nearly two years—until August 1919—the
Muslim population of the Lankaran district was subjected to
massacres by the Malakan, Bolshevik-Armenian gangs, and Russian
nationalists.

In the region, the struggle for the country's territorial integrity,
resulting in the establishment of Azerbaijani authority in the district
through the efforts of the National Army and local Muslim
detachments, saved the local population from massacres and
plundering.

The Bolsheviks, who had begun a campaign of disobedience
against the national government in the early 1920s, began to expand
their propaganda among the Russian peasants and enlist them in an
uprising against the government. On April 28, as in Baku, power in
Lankaran passed into the hands of the Soviets.

After the April 1920 revolution, the struggle of the local
Muslim population against Soviet rule in the region lasted a full year
- until May 1921. Despite the serious resistance of the local
population, the uprising was defeated.
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As a result of the establishment of the Azerbaijan Democratic

Republic, the school network was restored in the region, and as a
result of the development of education and culture, new male and
female schools, including a pedagogical museum, were established.

Summarizing all of the above, it should be noted that the

political, economic, and cultural development of the region at the
beginning of the 20th century allows us to determine the course and
nature of existing social processes, and problems, and assess the
effectiveness of measures taken to solve them.
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