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GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DISSERTATION

The actuality of the theme and the degree of research. After
the independence of our country, a new stage began in the develop-
ment of science and culture, including history, in all areas of social
life. One of the main aspects that characterizes this period, which has
been going on until now, is that the dark pages of our Motherland's
history, which were covered with a “veil of mystery” during the
seventy-year period of the “red empire”, are being illuminated, histo-
rical truths are revealed, and in accordance with our national interests
on objective scientific grounds extensive, planned and complex work
is being done in the direction of rewriting. The culture that dates back
to the history of our initial statehood, including the study of the 19th-
early 20th centuries of Darband, which is considered one of the main
centers of our urban culture, remains one of the priority areas of our
historiography due to many aspects.

The city of Darband is an organic part of the oldest historical
territory of Azerbaijan. During all periods of Azerbaijan's history, the
borders of its territory have always been considered within a single
space, starting from the north of Darband in the north to Zanjan in the
south, and in this sense, it is impossible to imagine the completeness
of the ethno-political unity of Azerbaijan without Darband.

One of the remarkable innovations in the historiography of Azer-
baijan during the period of independence is that the interest in the
comprehensive study of the history of individual cities has increased,;
scientific research has been deepened in order to further enrich the
history of Azerbaijan by examining the history of regions and cities.
In the words of the national leader Heydar Aliyev, “Azerbaijan has
many cities with an ancient and rich history, every corner and every
stone of this beautiful city, which our great ancestors left us as a



monument, clearly demonstrates the great genius, great power, and
great culture of the Azerbaijani people”.*

The history of the city of Darband, which has a centuries-long
rich history and has played an important role in the economic, politi-
cal and cultural life of the Azerbaijani people for a long period of
time, is one of the most important issues of researching the role of
Darband as a center of science and culture as a part of our general
history.

Although the cultural life of the city of Darband at the beginning
of the 19th and 20th centuries has not yet been comprehensively
studied as a separate object of historical research, various aspects of
culture in these lands have been touched upon in the historiography
of the Soviet, Azerbaijani, and contemporary Dagestan and Russia,
which this city is currently following. Of course, Azerbaijani
historians have made a significant contribution to the study of the
cultural history of Darband.

The studied topic was discussed by Azerbaijani historians M.H.
Valili (Baharli),? S.B.Ashurbeyli,® K.Shukurov,* A.Hajiyev,> S.A.Ibi-
shov, ® H.Y.Verdiyeva, ' F.Kocherli, ® F.Gasimzadeh, °® F.Asadov, °

'Order extract of the President of the Azerbaijan Republic about some measures
related to the protection and restoration of Icherisheher Historical-Architectural
Reserve in Baku city. 17 February 2003
2Volili M.H. Azorbaycan cografi, tobii, etnografik vo iqtisadi miilahizat /
M.H.Valili. — Baki: Azarnasr, — 1993. — 204 s.
SAsurboyli S. Sirvansahlar dovlati / S.Asurbayli. — Baki: Avrasiya press, — 2006. —
416 s.
4Siikiirov K. Azarbaycan ohalisi / K.Siikiirov. — Baki: Elm, — 2004. — 978 s,
SHaciyev A. Darband XIX-XX asrin avvallorinds / A.Haciyev. — Baki: Turxan
NPB, — 2017. — 244 s.
bibisov S.89. Quba xanlhig1: ohali tarixi vo azadliq miicadilesi / S.9.Ibisov. — Baku:
“Elm”, — 2012. — 336 s.
"Verdiyeva H.Y. XIX osrin birinci yarisinda Simali Azorbaycanin ohalisi /
H.Y .Verdiyeva. — Baki. — 1993. — 133 s.
8K ogoarli Firudin bay. Azorbaycan odabiyyati / F.Kogarli. 2 cildds, 11 cild. —Baki:
Elm, — 1981. — 486 s.
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S.Rahimova,!! N.Aliyev,*? H.Hasanov,!? E.Garayev,* M.Kh.Heyda-
rov,’® S.M.Mustafayev,® T.Mustafazade,'” foreign historians G.Nov-
ruzova,'® S.Aliyev,* G.Sh.Kaymarazov,?®° A.N.Kajlayev,* A.A.Kud-

®Qasimzade F. XIX osr Azorbaycan odobiyyat: tarixi / F.Qasimzads. — Baki:
Maarif, — 1974. — 486 s.

99sadov F. Dorband xanlig [tarixi ogerk] / F.Osoadov. — Baki: Baki Universiteti, —
2004. - 94 s.

H"Rohimova S. Darbond sohari XI1-XV asrlords: / tarix elmlori namizadi dissertasi-
yast / — Baki, 2012. — 160 s.

29liyev N. Boyiik Dorbond Ensiklopediyasi / N.Oliyev. — Baki: Afpoligraf, —
2018. - 784 s.

BTacanos I'. AJMHHHCTPATHBHO-TEPPHTOPUANIEHBIE M3MEHEHUS U JBOJIIOLMSA Jie-
Morpadudeckoro coctosiuusi B JlepOenackom peruone B XIX — nHau. XX BB. /
AMEA Tarix Institutunun osorlori. Xiisusi buraxilis. “Darbanda seharinin tarixi:
Azarbaycan va Dagistan xalglarinin qardashq va dostluq slagslarinin parlaq sohifs-
lori” moévzusunda beynslxalq elmi konfransin materiallart. Baki, — 2012, 40-c1
buraxilis, —s. 293-297.

14Qarayev E. Azorbaycan XVIII asr rus vo Qarbi Avropa soyyahlarmm tosvirindo /
E.Qarayev. — Baki: ADPU nogriyyati, — 2005. — 160 s.

Pleitnapos M.X. Topona u roposckoe pemecio Azep6aiipxana XIII-XVII Bekos.
Pemecio u pemeci. Lentper / M. X.I'efimaapos. — baky: Dim, — 1982, — 281 c.
¥Mycradaes Ix.M. CepepHble xaHcTBa Asepbaiikana u Poccns (koner; XVIII —
Hau. XIX B.) / ik.M.Mycradae. — baky: Oam, — 1989. — 128 c.

"Mycrapaes T. AzepOaiipkaH U PyCCKO-TypeLIKME OTHOLIEHHMs B TEPBOil TpPeTH
XVIII Beka / T.Mycradaes. — baxy: Exm, — 1993. — 240 c.

8Novruzova G. Dagistan Derbent bdlgesi terekeme tiirklerinin dini hayati: / Felsefe
ve Din Bilimleri Anabilim Dali, Din Sosyolojisi Bilim Dali, Yiiksek Lisans Tezi / —
Kayseri, 2005. — 95 s.

YAlyev S. Derbent, Islam Ansiklopedisi, C.9, — istanbul: TDV yayinlar1, — 1994.
Kaitmapasos I.111. Ouepku ucTopuM KyJbTyphl HaponoB Jlarectana [OT BpeMeHU
npucoenuaenus k Poccun na Hammx gweii] / T.11.KakimapazoB. — M.: Hayka, —
1971, — 476 c.; Kaiimapasos I'.111. IIpocBemnieHre 10peBOOIMOHHOM Jlarectane /
I'.Il1.Kaiimapa3oB. — Maxaukaina, — 1989. — 160 c.

ZKaxnaen A.H. Bo3HMKHOBEHME M YKOHOMHYECKOE pa3BHTHE IropojoB Jlarectan-
ckoit ACCP. Maxaukamna: Jlar. ka. u3z., — 1971, — 331 c.; Kaxmaes A.H. Bo3uuk-
HOBEHHE W 3KOHOMHYeckoe pasBurue Jepbenta / A.H.KaxmaeB. — Maxaukana:
Har. ku. m31., — 1972. — 164 c.; KaxmaeB A.H. lepoent-ropon my3seii / A.H.Kax-
naeB. — Maxaukana: Jlar. ku. u3f., — 1965. — 72 c.
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ryavchev, 22 V.V.Bartold, 2 G.D.Daniyalov, #* A.R.Shikhsaidov, ®
X.Kh.Ramazanov,  Kh.M.Khashayev, 2’ D.A.Talibov, ?® H.Husey-
nov, 2° N.A.Mahammadov, 3 A K.Karimov, 3! F.H.Hajiyeva, ** Z.U.
Mahmudova ** E.M.Zulfugarova, ** L.A.Bogatirov, *> A.S.Muslimo-

ZKynpsasues A.A. Ipesuuii Iepoent / A.A Kynpssues. — M.: Hayka, — 1982, —
172 c.; Kynpsisue A.A. Bemmkuit ropox Ha Kacrimu. JlepOenT B amoxy ¢deomamus-
Ma / A.A KynpsBueB. — Maxaukana: [ar. xuH. m3a., — 1982. — 184 c.; Kynpssues
A.A. ®eonanprbiii [ep6ent. [Tytn 3akoHOMepHOCTEH pa3sBuTHsA ropona B VI — ce-
penune XIII B. / A.A Kynpseues. — M.: Hayka, — 1995; Kynpsieues A.A. JlepoOen-
Ty - 5000 net. / A.A.Kynpssues. — M.: Coerckas Poccust, — 1989. — 160 c.
ZBaproasa B.B. Jlepbent // Cobpanue counnenuii. T.I11.; Baproasa B.B. K ucro-
puu Jlepoenta // B.B.bapronsa. — 3BO, T.X1X, — CII6., — 1965. — c. 419-430.
% Tanusnos I'.JI. KnaccoBas 6opn0a B Jlarectane Bo BTopoii nonosune XIX — Hau.
XX BB./I'.1.Janusgos. — Maxaukana, — 1970. — 293 c.
S IuxcangoB A.P. Jarectan B X-XIV BB. [OnbIT conmanbHO-3KOHOMHYECKOM
xapakrepuctuku| / A.P.IllnxcanmoB — Maxaukana: Jlar. ku. m31., — 1975. — 175 c.
% Pamazanop X.X. KonoHuanbHas HONUTMKA Lapusma B JlarecTane B HepBoif
nonoBuHe XIX B. / X. X.Pama3zanos. — Maxaukaia, — 1956. — 40 c.
Z’Xamaes X.M. O6uiecTBennblii cTpoii Jarecrana B XIX sexe / X.M.Xaiaes. —
M.: U3n. AH CCCP, — 1971. — 261 c.
BTansi6oB J.A. JlepOent: cyasbbl u moau. Ucropuueckue 3ametku / JI.A.Tansi-
60B. — Maxaukamna: 6/u, 2002. — 182 c.
Tyceiinos I'. Jlepbent. Dunuknoneaus / I.T'yceiinos. — Mocksa, — 2009. — 551
c.; I'yceitnoB I'. T'opox teicsium serenn / I.I'yceitnoB. — Maxaukana, — 1982.—136 c.
0Maromenos H.A. lepbent u Jlep6entckoe Bnagenue B XVIII — nepsoii mono-
Bute XIX B. / H.A.Maromeos. [Tonutudeckoe MOJNOKEHUE U YKOHOMUUECKOE pa3-
BuTHe. — Maxaukana, — 1998.; Maromenos H.A. JlepOeHTCKOE XaHCTBO B PYCCKO-
MPAHCKUX M PYCCKO-TYPELKHX B3aMMOOTHOILIEHUSX BO BTOpoi mosoBuHe XVIII
Havasie XIX BB. / H.A.MaromenoB. — Maxaukana: U3a. AT'TTY, — 2000. — 128 c.
$1Kepumos A.K. Moii ropon Hdep6ent / A.K.Kepumos. — M.: [Tposepnuna, — 1994.
—256c¢.
$Tamxuena C.I1I. Jlarectanckue Tepekemennsl: XIX — mauano XX B.: McTopuko-
atHorpaduyeckoe uccienoBanue / C.I.INamxuesa. — baky: Hayka, — 1990. — 216¢.
3Maxmynosa 3.Y. Jlepbent B XIX — Hauyane XX BB.. DTHUYECKAs MO3aMYHOCTh
ropojia Ha «Be4yHOM mnepekpectke» / 3.Y.Maxmynosa. — M., — 2006. — 157 c.
33ynpnykaposa D.M. ®opMupoBaHus M JeATeNsHOCTh Jlarectanckoil Muremmu-
reanus koHenn XIX — cepemmna XX Beka / D.M.3ynbmykapoBa. — Maxaukana:
Omurep, — 2003. — 360 c.
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va,*® M.C.Adukhov,*” A.M.Ibrahimov,*® T.C.Hajiagayev® and others
investigated.

While researching the topic of the dissertation, the works and
information of historians, travelers, and public figures who resear-
ched different problems of socio-cultural life in Darband and Dages-
tan in the period before 1918, as well as official documents stored
in the National Archives Department of the Republic of Azerbaijan,*!

%Borareipos JI. A.KynerypHoe paszsutue Jlarecrana B 20-¢ roasl XX B. / Jl.Bora-
ThIpOB. — MockBa, — 2009. — 31 c.
%Mycnumosa A.C. HapojHoe obpaszosanue B JlarecraHe BO BTOPOH MOJOBUHE
XIX — nauyane XX BekoB / A.C.MycnumoBa. — Maxaukana, — 2002. — 179 c.
$"Anyxos M.JI. CTaHOBJIEHHE M Pa3BUTHE CBETCKOro obpasoBaHus B JlarecTtaHe:
Bropas monosuna XIX B. — XX B. / M.JI.AnyxoB. — Maxaukauna, — 2004. — 500 c.
¥ 6parumos A.M. JlepbeHT — My3eif oA OTKpLITBIM HeboM / A.M.M6parumos. —
Maxauxkaia: Jloroc, — 2015. — 224 c.
Sramruaraes T.C. B3auMOOTHOIICHUS HaponoB JlarecraHa u AszepOaiimkaHa BO
BTopoii noioBuHe XIX — Hagane XX B. / T.C.'amkuaraes. — Maxauxkane, — 2009. —
160 c.
40Bakixanov A.A. Giiliistani-irom / A.A.Bakixanov. — Baki: Xati-Plyus. — 2010. —
302 s.; Doarbandnamolor / — Baki: Nurlan, — 2010. — 92 s.; Aktsl, coOpanHbie Kag-
kasckoil Apxeorpaduueckoir komuccueit. T. [-XII. Tudnuc, 1866-1904.; Kapkas-
CKHUH KalleHAapb, Ha 1897 rogb. oTh KaHLENAPHHA KaBKa3CKaro HaMeCTHUKa. — Tud-
muc, — 1896.; KaBkasckuii kaneHnaps, Ha 1901 roab. OTh KaHIENSpHUl KaBKa3CKaro
HamectHHKa. — Tuduuc, — 1900.; Ankagapu I'.D. Acapu-arectan / I'.D.Ankanapu
— Maxaukana: FOmurep, — 1994. — 158 c.; Koszyockuit E.1. Hcropus ropoga ep-
oenra / E.W.Kozybckuit. — Temup-Xan-1llypa: N3n. Pycckas tumorpadus, — 1906,
— 648 c.; Kosyockuit E.M. K ucropun Hapomnoro oOpa3zoBaHms B JlarecTaHCKOM
obOnactu B mepBoe matupecsatuinerne // Jlarecranckuii cOopHuk. — Temmp-Xan-
ypa, — 1902. Bem. 1. — 445 c.; O630p o cocrostanu JlarecTaHCKoW o0nacTy 3a
1904 ron. — Temup-Xan-1llypa, — 1905.
4B Illemaxuno-Jep6eHTcKyIo Aupekuuio yumnuie. Pamopt. 13 suBaps 1853 roxa.
Ha 250 mucrax. Azarbaycan Respublikasit Dovlst Tarix Arxivi, Fond Ne 845, siyahi
Nel, is Ne 73, varaq — 2; Konuenspust 3aBeayromiero Kaskasckoro YueoHoro Okpy-
ra. Azarbaycan Respublikast Dovlot Tarix Arxivi, Fond Ne 311, siyah1 Nel, is Ne
596, varaq — 5-8.; CraTrcTiuueckuii BeIOMOCTH O COCTOsIHUM J[epOeHICKoro ropo-
ckoro yumnume 3a 1913 roxs. Ha 116 smcrax. Azarbaycan Respublikast Dovlot
Tarix Arxivi, Fond Ne 309, siyahi Nel, is Ne 975, voraq — 31.
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materials stored in the State Archives of the Republic of Dagestan,*
National Archives documents of the Republic of Georgia*® and other
official documents and materials used.

Object and predmet of research. The main object of the current
dissertation research is many important issues of the cultural history
of the 19th-early 20th century Darband city, which was one of the
oldest cities of Azerbaijan, the northern entrance of our homeland,
the invincible fortress of our borders.Although the city of Darband
was occupied by Tsarist Russia at the beginning of the 19th century,
Darband and the regions surrounding it remained an organic part of
Azerbaijan even during the Romanov period, and the socio-
economic, socio-political and spiritual-cultural processes that took
place in other regions of Northern Azerbaijan. At the beginning of the
19th and 20th centuries, the city of Darband remained an organic part
of the cultural environment of the entire Azerbaijan. The specific
subject of this dissertation is the study of the history of Darband as
one of the development centers of Azerbaijani culture at that period.

The goal and duties of the research. The main goal of writing
the research work is to investigate the city of Darband as one of the
cultural centers of Azerbaijan in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
based on the critical analysis of sources and existing literature. Based

42 O6pamenue npeacenaTenio neaarorudeckoro Cosera JlepOeHTCKOM KeHCKOM
I'mvuaszun Kaskaskoro Yueonoro Oxpyra. Ha 723 nucrax Lentpanbubiit ['ocynap-
ctBeHHbI ApxuB PecrryOmmku Jlarectan, ®@orm Ne85, omuce Nel, memo NelS, i
Ne399.; Obpamenne HavanesHuKa CaHkT-IlerepOyprckoro Yueonoro Oxpyra H.
Kynpunackoro HauanpHuKy KaBkasckoro Yueonoro Okpyra. Ha 723 mmcrax Lien-
TpambHEIi ['ocynmapcTBeHHbrit ApxuB PecryOnmku arectan, ®@onrny Ne85, ommch
Nel, meno Nel5, m. Ne637.; Obpamenne npeacenarens bakuackol sxeHCKOH ['nM-
Ha3uu npencenaremo Ilenarormdeckoro Cosera [lepOentckoi xeHckoil ['mmHa-
3un. 6.09.1914 r. Llenrpansusrii 'ocynapctBenHslit Apxus PecrryOnmku [larectan.
®onm Ne85, omuck Nel, memo NelS. i, 222-223.; OTdeTsl BOCHHOTO T'yOepHATOpa O
cocrostnuu Jlepbentckoit rybepauun 3a 1850 1. Poccwmiickmii ['ocymapcTBEeHHBIH
Ucropuueckuii Apxus. @ong Nel1268, omuck NoS, nemo Ne372. j1. Nel1-30.
“[Ipoext cmerhl Tpexierue 1915-1917 rox no Jlarecranckuii o6nactu. Hamuo-
HanbHbI ApxuB ['py3un. @ong Nel3, Onuce Ne§, neno Nell19. Ha 92 nuctsx. n.
12-13.
8



on all this, determining the role played by the city of Darband in the
historical destiny of Azerbaijan and the position it occupies is one of
the main goals of the research. In order to achieve this main scientific
goal, the following specific tasks have been set:

- to briefly analyze the history of the city of Darband from
ancient times to the beginning of the 20th century;

- to investigate the socio-cultural life of Darband city at the be-
ginning of the 19th-20th centuries in a general and comparative way;

- objectively researching and assessing the state and evolution of
individual areas of the city's cultural life;

- to study the science and education system in the city of Dar-
band in the XIX - early XX centuries based on archive and official
documents;

- to determine the place and role of Darband city in the develop-
ment of science and education in Azerbaijan in the 19th century;

- to analyze the state of the literary environment in the city of
Darband during the occupation of Tsarist Russia and to determine the
ways of development of art;

- to study examples of oral and written literature of the city of
Darband in the early 19th-20th centuries;- to investigate the art fields
and their development characteristics in that period, to evaluate their
condition;

- to investigate the development of the press in the city of
Darband in the beginning of the 19th-20th centuries, the course of
this development, its characteristics and its main results;

- to shed light on the education system in Darband, its main
forms, the state of secular and religious schools;

- to investigate religion and its role in socio-cultural life in the
city of Darband at the beginning of the 19th-20th centuries

- to take a detailed look at the place of Darband folklore in the
folklore of Azerbaijani oral folk literature;

- to evaluate the features of its development by reviewing the
music and theater life of Darband.

The methods of the research. The current dissertation is written
based on the principles of objectivity and historicity, the objective
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historical research method based on comprehensive and critical
analysis of all sources and information through comparative analysis.

The main provisions of the defense. The following main scien-
tific propositions were defended in the current dissertation research:

- Like Tabriz, Nakhchivan, Shamakhi, Baku, Shirvan and other
cities, the city of Darband is one of our ancient homelands that
appeared in the ancient lands of Azerbaijan and played an important
role in the socio-economic, social-political and spiritual-cultural life
of our Motherland and people;

- The city of Darband, whose history goes back more than 5000
years, has been one of the largest cultural centers of the ancient east
since the Middle Ages;

- Despite the occupation of this city by Romanov Russia in the
18th century, Darband remained one of the centers of science, educa-
tion and culture of Azerbaijan during the period chosen for the study;

- European-style education in Darband during this period. it was
observed that science and culture gradually spread and acquired
leading positions in the cultural life as a whole;

- At the same time, the preservation and development of the
spiritual culture areas typical of the Azerbaijani culture as a whole in
Darband has become obvious, Darband has remained one of the
centers of the art, music, folklore, and art of Azerbaijani bards;

- The city of Darband, which remained one of the centers of
Azerbaijani culture during the research period, made significant con-
tributions to the development of Azerbaijani science and education,
art, etc., and enriched the ranks of Azerbaijani cultural figures with
new directions.

Scientific novelty of the research. The dissertation is the first
research work that comprehensively studies the history of the city of
Darband as one of the centers of Azerbaijani culture at the beginning
of the 19th - 20th centuries based on various sources and information.
On the basis of numerous and various sources and scientific works,
the history of the city of Darband from ancient times to the beginning
of the 20th century was analyzed and it was once again confirmed
that this city has an important role in the history of Azerbaijan. In the
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early 19th and 20th centuries, the social and cultural life of the city of
Darband was investigated in a general and comparative way, and it
was concluded that despite the colonial policy implemented by
Tsarist Russia in this region, the city maintained its development
dynamics and preserved its socio-economic importance.

Researching the science and education system in the city of
Darband at the beginning of the 19th - 20th centuries on the basis of
archive and official documents, it was concluded that despite the
measures implemented by the Russian colonial regime, the increasing
development of the fields of science and education continued in the
city during that period;

During the occupation of Tsarist Russia, the ways of develop-
ment of literary environment and art in Darband city were determined
and it was revealed that Darband city protected its national literary
and artistic environment during this period as well. During that
period, examples of oral and written literature of Darband city were
studied and it was confirmed that these national values have a great
role in the spiritual life of the local Azerbaijani population of the city.
In this period, as one of the cultural centers in the city of Darband,
the development of the press, Ashug school and folklore, theater and
musical life have been explained on scientific grounds.

Religion and its role in social and cultural life were investigated
in the city of Darband in the early 19th - 20th centuries, and it was
revealed that these spiritual values were preserved and played an
important role in the life of the society during the Tsarist Russia. It
has been proven by research conducted on the basis of various
sources and facts that the achievements achieved in the cultural life
of Darband during the mentioned period were not possible as a result
of the socio-cultural policy of the Russian colonial regime, but due to
the cultural heritage and historical cultural development of the people
based on tradition. Also, the literary and cultural environment of
Darband, the history of Darband culture was an organic part of
Azerbaijani culture, and the city of Darband remained one of the
centers of development of a single, common Azerbaijani culture.

11



Theoretical and practical significance of the research. When
researching the research topic, the obtained scientific innovations are
of theoretical importance. The research materials, information from
the sources presented here can be used in writing generalized works
on the history of Azerbaijan, preparing lecture courses, studying the
culture of Azerbaijan as a whole, including the history of the urban
culture of Azerbaijan, teaching the subjects of the history of culture
and history of Azerbaijan in higher schools, and holding special
courses and special seminars related to these problems.

Approbation and application of the research. The main provi-
sions of the dissertation were published in the author's articles and
theses in various scientific collections, authoritative scientific jour-
nals, and applied to the scientific circulation in the materials of inter-
national and republican scientific conferences.

Name of the organization where the dissertation work is per-
formed. The topic of the dissertation work was approved by the Sci-
entific Council of the Institute of History named after A.A.Bakikha-
nov of the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, and the disser-
tation was completed in the “New history of Azerbaijan and the
history of genocides against the Azerbaijani people” department of
that Institute, and was discussed twice at the department's meetings
dated May 8, 2021 (protocol Ne5) has been presented.

The structure and volume of the dissertation. The volume of
the thesis consists of 157 pages, including the introduction of 37,352
characters, chapter | of 67,228 characters, chapter 1l of 35,332 cha-
racters, chapter 111 of 64,527 characters, and the conclusion of 21,631
characters.
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MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION

In the “Introduction” part of the dissertation, the relevance of
the topic and the level of development are justified, the object and
subject of the research are explained, the goals and tasks of the
research, the methodological bases are determined, the main proposi-
tions defended are determined, the scientific innovation, theoretical
and practical importance of the work is indicated.

The first sub-chapter of the first chapter of the dissertation called
“Social and cultural life of Darband city” is called “From the his-
tory of Darband city”. In this sub-chapter, the brief history, political
geography, etymology of the name of the city, ethnic and democratic
situation, management system, socio-economic life of Darband,
which is a historical city of Azerbaijan, covering the period from the
ancient times to the beginning of the 20th century are described.
Currently, the historical city of Azerbaijan is part of the Russian
Federation, but its entire historical fate has been connected with
Azerbaijan. Even from the time of the state of Azerbaijan Albania
until the beginning of the 20th century, the city of Darband and its
neighboring areas took the most active role in all social-political,
socio-economic and cultural events that took place in the north of
Azerbaijan. The name of Darband and its location are mentioned in
the works of Yarab geographers is given as “Bab-yal-Yabwab” [door,
gate], “Babzl-Hadid” [iron gate], “Yal-Bab” [gap], “Syad-Yalvan”
[entrance gate].** Darband, as a strategic point, used to be a military-
political base of Albanian rulers and Sassanid kings. A large garrison
was perma-nently kept here, but later, as a result of the expansion of
trade-econo-mic relations, the development of the local economy, and
military-political reasons, Darband was formed as a military-strategi-

“Mommoadov T.M. Qafqaz Albaniyasi ilk orta asrlords / T.M.Mammadov. — Baka:
“Tohsil”, — 2006. — s. 140.
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cally important point, and became an important center of trade, crafts,
culture, and a convenient sea port.*®

In the VII-VIII centuries, Darband was seriously affected by the
continuous Arab-Khazar wars. For about a hundred years, Khazars
and Arabs fought for Azerbaijan. Finally, in the 30s of the VIII
century, the Arab Caliphate, which won this struggle, completed the
occupation of Azerbaijan, including Darband.*®

As a result of the weakening of the Caliphate in the struggle for
independence in Azerbaijan and other occupied countries, the Shir-
vanshah Mazyadili state, which was established in the northeast of
Azerbaijan, brought the city of Darband under its sphere of influence
in 988. Yusif ibn Abu Saj, the ruler of Saji, who tried to rule the
lands of Azerbaijan from a single center, also captured Darband and
strengthened the towers and defense fortifications here. However, the
control of Darband by the Hashemite dynasty continued for some
time after that.*’

In the 11th century, the Seljuks captured Darband, but this was a
kind of formal dependence, and the city administration actually
continued its independent policy. The first march of the Mongols to
Azerbaijan, which took place in 1220-1222, did not bypass Darband.
The Mongol troops, who entered the country from the south of
Azerbaijan, advanced to the north under the leadership of Jaba and
Subutai. In 1239, the Mongols captured the city of Darband and
completed the occupation of all Azerbaijani territories. The city was
first ruled by the viceroys of the High Mongol Khaganate, and from
1256 it was part of the Hulaku [Elkhani] state [1256-1357] and then
the Jalairi state [1359-1410].4

“SAzarbaycan tarixi: [7 cildds] / Moasul redaktor Nails Valixanli. — Baki: Elm, — c.
2.-1998. —s. 41.

4\/slixanlt N. Azorbaycan vo orob Xilafoti / N.Volixanl. — Baki: ADN, —1993. —s.
33-36.

47Asurboyli S. Sirvansahlar dovloti / S.Asurboyli. — Baki: Avrasiya press, — 2006. —
s. 231.

“8Piriyev V. Son orta ssrlor Darbondinin tarixi-siyasi cografiyasindan // Darband
soharinin tarixi: Azarbaycan ve Dagistan xalglarinin qardagliq ve dostlug slagslari-
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The history of Darband at the end of the 14th century and the
beginning of the 15th century is full of more intense events. During
this period, the city was attacked by conquerors such as Teymur and
Tokhtamysh. In the 15th century, Darband maintained its position as
a border town. During that period, Safavid sheikhs marched to Shir-
van, including Darban, and finally, with the fall of the Shirvanshah
state in 1538, Darband was completely included in the Safavid state.

The fall of the Safavid state of Azerbaijan in 1736 and the Afshar
Empire of Azerbaijan in 1747 led to the creation of many khanates in
the territories of Azerbaijan, including the Darband khanate. Ibrahim-
gulu Bey, the father of the founder of the Darband Khanate, Muham-
madhasan Khan, was the head of the royal garrison in Darband until
1722, and was appointed the judge of Darband by Tsar Peter | when
the Russians conquered Darband. After the signing of the Treaty of
Ganja in 1735, Russian troops completely left Azerbaijan, and the
city of Darband was returned to the empire of Nadir Shah Afshar.*

In 1759, Fatali Khan of Guba subjugated Darband and turned
this city into the capital of the Guba Khanate.>® In May 1796, when
the Russian troops led by V.Zubov tried to capture Darband, Guba
Khan met fierce 1796, the city was occupied by the Russians. In
March 1797, as soon as the Russian troops left the territory of Azer-
baijan, Sheikhali Khan again seized power in the entire Guba Kha-
nate, including Darband. Later, Hasan Khan took over the adminis-
tration of Darband and became the khan of Darband until 1803. After
that period, Darband again joined the Guba Khanate.>*

On June 21, 1806, Darband was occupied by Russian troops and
the city was included in the Russian Empire. From the Russian
invasion to the establishment of Darband governorate, the “military-

nin parlag sohifslori” mévzusunda kegirilon beynslxalq elmi konfransin material-
lar1. Elmi osarlor. 40-c1 cild. AMEA Tarix Institutu. Baki, — 2012, —s. 184.
49liyev N. Boyiik Dorbond Ensiklopediyas: / N.Oliyev. — Baki: Afpoligraf, —
2018. —s. 175.
®Mustafazads. T. Quba xanlhig1 / T.Mustafazads. — Baki: Elm, — 2005. —s. 16-18.
%19liyev N. Boyiik Darband Ensiklopediyast. —s. 175.
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people” administration method was organized in the city of Darband.
In August 1806, the post of commandant was established. The pro-
vince of Darband, established in February 1812, operated until the
April 1840 law came into force.? According to the “Statute” of April
10, 1840, approved by Tsar Nicholas | of Russia, Darband received
the status of a province within the Khazar Province. Darband district,
with the central city of Darband, included Darband, Tabasaran and
Garagaitaq districts. According to the “Constitution” of 1846, Dar-
band governorate was created, Darband and Guba districts, Samur
and Dargin districts, Kura and Qazigumukh khanates were inclu-
ded.>® In 1847-1850, A.l.Gagarin, in 1850-1856, Y.F.Minkevich, in
1857-1858, Z.S.Manyukin, and in 1858-1860, D.K.Aseev held the
post of Darband governor.>*According to the “Constitution” appro-
ved by the tsar's decree on June 10, 1860, Darband governorate was
abolished and Dagestan province was established in its place. Dar-
band region was included in Russia's Dagestan province.

Even at the beginning of the 19th century, that is, in 1810, 95
percent of Darband's city population [4169 people] - 3947 people -
were Muslims belonging to the Shia sect, or more precisely, Azerbai-
jani Turks. In 1824, the number of Muslims in the city reached
10,377 people [93.8% of the population]. In 1851, the proportion of
Muslims was equal to 90%.In 1859, 13,470 people, in 1893, 15,265
people, and in 1897, 14,649 people lived in Darband. In 1897, the
specific weight of Azerbaijani Turks was 66.7% [9767 people].>®
Referring to official data, it can be noted that “in 1909, the population
of Darband was 32,871 people in total. 21,785 of this population

were men, and 11,086 were women”.%®

S2Haciyev A. Darband XIX-XX asrin avvallorinds / A.Haciyev. — Baki: Turxan
NPB, — 2017. —s. 43-45.
Ibid. — p. 179.
%41bid. — p. 46.
S1bid. — p. 98-103.
%0630p 0 cocrosuun [larecranckoii o6nactu 3a 1910 rox. — Temup-Xan-Illypa, —
1911. —c. 7.
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The Russian orientalist 1.Berezin, who visited Darband in the
1940s, wrote about the language of the people of Darband that, “The
Turkish language dominates in Darband. The Darband dialect
belongs to the western branch of the Turkic language and constitutes
a transition from the northern dialect to the western dialect ”.>’

After the declaration of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic on
May 28, 1918, the city of Darband remained within the Mountainous
Republic. In the spring of 1919, Denikin's army, occupying the city
of Petrovsk [now Makhachkala], began to move south. After that, the
parliament and the government of the Mountainous Republic were
forced to resign.

On the night of April 27-28, 1920, Northern Azerbaijan was
invaded as a result of the military aggression of Soviet Russia. On
March 20, 1920, Darband, the historical and ancient city of Azerba-
ijan, was occupied by the Soviet Russia, which was newly created on
the previous borders of the former Tsarist Russia.®

The 1l sub-chapter of the first chapter of the research work, cal-
led “A general overview of the socio-cultural life of Darband ci-
ty”, talks about the socio-cultural life of Darband city, starting from
the early middle ages until the 19th century. In this period of time,
the cultural life, spiritual environment, scientific and educatio-nal
activities of Darband city were reviewed, detailed information was
given about the historical and architectural monuments of the city.

The city of Darband, whose history goes back 5000 years, was
one of the largest cultural centers of the Ancient East in the Middle
Ages. The passage of the Great Silk Road connecting different coun-
tries of Eurasia and a number of other regions through this region
increased the political, economic and cultural importance of Darband.
The region of Darband, which is called Damirgapi (Iron door) Dar-
band in historical sources, has been a region inhabited by Turkish
people throughout history and formed by creating great examples of

S"Bepesun U.H. Ilyremectsue no Jlarectany u 3akaBKa3bio ¢ KapTaMu, ILIAHAMH H
BUAaMU 3aMedaTenbHbIX MecT. 4.2. / I.H.bepesun. — CI16. Ka3ans: — 1850.— ¢.151.
%Kepumos A.K. Moii ropon JlepGenr. — c. 47.
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culture. The book “Kitabi Dada Gorgud” provides extensive informa-
tion about the city of Darband.*®

In the Middle Ages, the city of Darband was considered one of
the centers of science and education. One of the leading cities of
Shirvan region, this city was famous in the Muslim world for its
scientific and educational figures. During this period, dozens of reli-
gious madrassas (Moslem religious school) were operating in the
city. During this period, the main centers of education in Azerbaijan
were religious organizations, primarily mosques. The functional im-
portance of mosques, their being one of the cultural and educati-onal
centers, especially attracted the attention of European travelers, mer-
chants and diplomats who came to Azerbaijan with different purposes
and in different historical periods.®® During the Middle Ages, in the
city of Darband, which was one of the political and cultural centers of
Islamic culture, dozens of scientists grew up and contributed to the
overall Islamic culture.! In the 17th-19th centuries, the scientific en-
vironment of the city of Darband was rich with outstanding scientists.
Mirza Kazim Bey, Ayatollah Sayyid Abu-Turab Darbandi, Seyyed
Mehdi Darbandi, Sheikh Huseyngulu Daghestani, Ayatollah Haji
Sheikh Ghulam-Huseyn Darbandi, Molla Agha Darbandi (Fazil Dar-
bandi) can be mentioned among Darbandi's famous scholars in the
Muslim world. One of the leading directions of Azerbaijan's national
architectture was the Shirvan-Absheron school. The most beautiful
examples of Shirvan-Absheron architectural monuments are concen-
trated in the main centers of this school — Baku, Shamakhi and Dar-
band.®2 Among the architectural monuments of Darband, mosques
have a special place. One of the most valuable architectural monu-

$Kitabi Dads Qorqud / — Baki: Ondor nosriyyati, — 2004. — 376 s.
80Qasmmov X. Orta asrlordo Azorbaycan modaniyyati / X.Qasimov. — Baki, — 2008.
—-s.192.
6I1Nasirov E. Orta osrlordo yasamis Azorbaycanli alimlor / E.Nasirov. — Baki: —
2011. —s. 94-96.
®2Kynpssues A.A. Ipesuuii Jepoent / A.A.Kyapsasues. — M.: Hayka, — 1982. — c.
135.
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ments of the city of Darband is Juma Mosque, one of the oldest
worship centers of Islam. Besides being the oldest mosque built for
the worship of Muslims, the Juma Mosque of Darband is also one of
the oldest mosques in the Islamic world. Darband Juma Mosque was
built in 733-734 years.®® Darband Castle has a special place among
the architectural monuments of city. This fortress is a masterpiece of
Azerbaijani fortification construction of the early Middle Ages. Due
to the high level of construction techniques, the planning-spatial
structure in accordance with the colorful relief, the city of Darband is
one of the greatest examples of the art of construction and urban
planning. Naringala is considered the most magnificent architectural
complex in the city of Darband. Naringala complex includes 13
magnificent buildings. This complex has a khan's palace, a guard-
house, an under-ground prison, a reservoir, a bath and other buil-
dings. There is also a khan's office and art gallery.%*

Chapter Il of the dissertation is called “Science and education
in the city of Darband in the early 19th-20th centuries”. Sub-
chapter | of this chapter deals with science in the city of Darband at
the beginning of the 19th - 20th centuries. It is noted that the city of
Darband, which is one of the science centers of Azerbaijan through-
hout history, has made great contributions to the science history of
Azerbaijan. Since the 19th century, the new material and moral de-
mand created by the socio-economic development of the society gave
a serious impetus to the increase of educated people in Azerbaijan,
development in the field of science, education, and enlightenment.

After joining Russia at the beginning of the 19th century, Dar-
band became a cultural center that combines the broad traditions of
Muslim culture and secular culture. In the example of the city, this
tendency was more noticeable at the end of the century. In the post-
occupation period, the city's socio-economic development, which was

83Kepumon A.K. Moii ropox epbenr. — c. 32-33.
4116parumos A.M. JlepbeHT — My3eif noa OTKphITBIM HeboM / A.M.M6parumoBs. —
Maxaukana: Jlotoc, — 2015. — c. 66-67.; Kepumo A.K. Moii ropon [epbenr /
A.K.Kepumos. — M.: [Ipozepnuna, — 1994, — c. 13-14.
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completely different from the previous one, and the new material and
moral demand created by joining the all-Russian market had an
impact on the worldview of Darband's scientific circles, significantly
renewed and expanded the spheres of interest in scientific, literary,
philosophical, etc. In addition to these, the influence of Muslim trade-
tions was preserved in the fields of humanities and natural sciences of
Darband in the early 19th - 20th centuries.

One of the fields of science that local scientists were engaged in
was the science of history. Interest in this field of science was very
wide in our Darband, and this field of science has been greatly
expanded. Arab-Islamic culture had a significant impact on the deve-
lopment of this field of science. The traditions of researching the
historical heritage, which began with Mirza Kazim Bey and Abbas-
gulu Agha Bakikhanov, continued at the turn of two centuries. In this
period, systematized large-scale historical works on the history of
Darband and Dagestan as a whole, as well as dedicated to individual
events, appeared.®®

In the second half of the 19th century, the scientific thought in
the city of Darband was secular in nature, and even if it was aimed at
adopting the advanced traditions of European education, it did not
depart from the ancient Muslim scientific traditions. From this point
of view, in the mentioned period, we again encounter great Islamic
scholars who lived and created in the city. During this period, among
the famous scholars of Darband in the whole Muslim world,
especially in the Shia world, Ayatollah Sayyid Abu-Turab Darbandi,
Seyyed Mehdi Darbandi, Sheikh Huseyngulu Dagestani, Ayatollah
Haji Sheikh Ghulamhuseyn Darbandi, Molla Agha Darbandi [Fazil
Darbandi], Muhammadtaghi Darbandi and others can be mentioned.
At the end of the 19th century and at the beginning of the 20th
century, Hasan Algadari was one of the scientists who made great
contributions to the development of science and education in Dar-

5A6mynnaes M.A. CpenHeBexoBasi apabo-MyCylIbMaHCKas KyJIbTypa U €€ BIIMs-
nue Ha Jlarectan / M.A.A6aymiaes. — Maxaukana: Msa. gom «Onoxax», — 2005, —
c. 183.
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band, publicist and educator Mirza Abdurrahim Talibov, Gasim bey
Minatulla bey oglu Heydarov, lbrahim bey Heydarov, who were
originally from South Azerbaijan.®® From the second half of the 19th
century, libraries, which played a major role in the development of
science and education, began to be organized in Darband. A large
number of books were stored in Amma Mosque, the main mosque of
Darband city, and the residents of the city used these books. The
library of the Public Mosque was destroyed and closed in 1938
during the Soviet occupation, and the building was given to the
investigative detention center of the People's Commissariat of Inter-
nal Affairs. At the end of the 19th century, printing houses also
operated in the city of Darband.®” The first physical printing house in
Darband was opened in 1895 by Melnikova. After the establishment
of the Soviet government, Melnikova's printing house was nationali-
zed and a state printing house was established.®

The second sub-chapter of the second chapter is called “Dar-
band as one of the centers of the educational environment of
North Azerbaijan in the 19th - early 20th centuries”. This sub-
chapter talks about the education system in the city of Darband at the
beginning of the 19th and 20th centuries. It is noted that in the period
before the Russian invasion [1806], Muslim-Eastern traditions for-
med the basis of the educational system in the city of Darband, as in
the whole of Azerbaijan. The elementary schools operating under the
neighborhood mosques mainly functioned as madrasahs providing
secondary, and in some cases, even higher education. Even after the
occupation of Darband by Russia, the traditional Muslim education
system maintained its importance for a long time. Primary education
was concentrated in schools, which were entirely under the control of
the Muslim clergy, and therefore became the source of the religious

63ynpmyxaposa O.M. ®opMupoBaHus U JIeATeNbHOCTh Jlarecranckoil Muremmu-
rernus kouery XIX — cepeauna XX Beka. — ¢. 252-256.
679liyev N. Boyiik Dorbond Ensiklopediyas1 / N.Oliyev. — Bak1: Afpoligraf, —
2018. —s. 390.
889liyev N. Boyiik Darband Ensiklopediyasi. —s. 387.
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worldview. In the first decades after the occupation, the tsarist
government did not officially interfere in the affairs of mosques.
However, he did not provide any financial assistance to continue their
activities. The apparent loyalty of the government to traditional
educational institutions in the early days was also related to the fact
that such schools saved the state treasury from spending additional
funds on educational institutions by meeting the educational needs of
the local population.®®

In 1834, the decree of the Russian emperor Nicholas | [1825-
1855] was announced to close all schools operating without authori-
zation.”® Despite the emperor's decree and the created artificial obs-
tacles, the mosques continued to function in the city. Even after the
opening of many schools in the city, information about mosque
schools was included in the official statistics. For example, according
to the statistics of 1851, 80 students were studying in the Muslim
schools operating in Darband, their number increased by 26 compa-
red to the previous year.”

In 1873, there were 18 mosque schools with 394 poets in the
city, in 1887 there were 6 schools with 164 students, in 1913 there
were 10 schools with 270 poets (40 of them girls), 10 schools with
213 poets in 1915 (52 girls) worked.”

As in all of Azerbaijan, the basis of the European-style, Russian-
style, secular education system in Darband was laid by the “Charter”
of 1829 on South Caucasus schools. Thus, this statute provided for
the establishment of Russian public schools in the districts as a part
of the all-Russian public education system. During this period, the
Russian Geza School, opened in Darband, was the first Russian edu-

89Azarbaycan tarixi: [7 cildds]. — Baki: Elm, — IV cild (XIX asr), — 2000. —s. 82.
99liyev N. Boyiik Dorbond Ensiklopediyas1 / N.Oliyev. — Baki: Afpoligraf, —
2018. —s. 376.
"1Otuers1 BoeHHOTO rybepHaTopa 0 cocTosHuM JlepOenTcKoii rybepauu 3a 1850 r.
Poccuiickuit 'ocymapctBennsiii Mcropraeckuit Apxus. @oun Nel268, ommce Ne5,
neno Ne372. . Nel3.
29liyev N. Boyiik Dorbond Ensiklopediyasi / N.Oliyev. — Baki: Afpoligraf, —
2018. —s. 377.
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cational institution in Dagestan. In August 1835, the Ministry of Pub-
lic Education of Russia made a decision to open a three-class Russian
emergency school in Darband. However, due to unresolved financial
and organizational issues, the beginning of classes in the school was
delayed, and only on November 19, 1837, the primary educational
institution began to operate in the city of Darband.”

In accordance with the “Instructions on the Caucasus Educati-
onal District” adopted in 1848, the Russian emergency school of Dar-
band was transferred to the reorganized Shamakhi-Darband School
Administration.” From April 1, 1877, Darband Giza School became
a four-class city school. One of the most prestigious schools opera-
ting in Darband in the early 19th and early 20th centuries was Mus-
salman vylaneti. The author of the idea of this school was M.S.
Voronsov, deputy of the Caucasus. He considered it expedient to
open such special schools for Muslims in the Caucasus, where
Muslims could learn the Russian language for daily communication
in addition to receiving education according to their religious beliefs.
In May 1848, a Muslim school was opened in the city of Darband.”
Due to the lack of students, by the order of the Caucasian Viceroy, in
January 1856, the Muslim school in Darbyan was closed and trans-
ferred to the Temirkhan Council.”

In the second half of the 19th century, some efforts were made to
involve the Muslim girls of Darband in education. The first initiative
in this field belonged to the wife of the city head E.G.Jamarcidze. As
a result of his efforts, a school for girls was opened in Darband in
September 1864.” On June 20, 1873, this school became a 4-year

9liyev N. Boyiik Darband Ensiklopediyasi. — p. 368.
4 Omapos C.M. IllkonbHoe o6pa3oBaHHMe B JOpeBOmOIMOHHOM Jlarecrane /
C.M.OmapoB. — Maxaukaie, — 2007. — c. 28.
*Kosy6cxkuii E.W. K ucropuu HapoaHoro o6paszosanus B Jlarectanckoii o6macTy B
nepBoe mruaecstunerue // Jlarectanckuii coopuuk. — Temup-Xan-1llypa, — 1902.
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school for girls of all races. In 1900, the school turned into a 3-year
high school. In 1904, there was gymnasium.’®

In 1883, 32 students studied in Darband girls' school, and in
1893, 35 students studied [129, p. 64]. According to the 1891-volume
Dagestan Province "Overview", a total of 16 schools operated in
Darband during this period: [164, p. 64].

1. Muslim schools - 5

2. Jewish schools - 7

3. 3-year city school - 1

4. \WWomen's school - 1

5. Orthodox church school - 1

6. Armenian-Gregorian school — 1.7

In October 1902, Darband city real school was opened.
S.D.Netatkevich was appointed as the first director of the school &

In 1914, the religious affiliation of 133 students studying in
Darband city high-primary school was as follows:

1. Muslims-34 people;

2. Orthodox - 70 people;

3. Catholic - 1 person;

4. Armenian-Gregorian — 19 people;

5. Judaist Jews - 8 people;

6. Christian sectarian - 1 person.®!

G.K.Kaymarazov notes that “on the eve of the February
bourgeois revolution of 1917, there were 11 schools in Darband, and
1,686 students studied in these schools”.8?

89liyev N. Boyiik Darband Ensiklopediyasi. —s. 374.
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In general, in the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th
century, both mosque-based madrasahs and public schools functioned
widely in the city of Darband. As a result of this, a number of new
progressive views have emerged in the social consciousness and way
of thinking of the city population. The main task of the official
authorities was to prepare educated people to serve the czarism. Des-
pite this, the emergence of Russian-language secular schools in
Darband played a certain positive role in the development of intel-
lecttuals who are familiar with world, European and Russian science
and culture, who masterfully benefit from them, in the spread of a
number of secular sciences, and in the development of education.

Chapter 111 of the dissertation talks about the “spiritual life of
the city of Darband”. Sub-chapter | of this chapter is called “Writ-
ten and Oral Literature of Darband”. In this sub-chapter, it is
mentioned that Darband region, which is one of the historical cultural
centers of Azerbaijan, also had a great role in the creation and forma-
tion of the folklore of the Turkic peoples. A large, significant part of
the folklore samples of the Azerbaijani people that have survived to
the present day are closely related to the Darband region and the local
Azerbaijani population living in these areas. The direct history of
“Kitabi-Dade Gorgud”, “Koroglu”, “Abbas-Giilgaz”, “Valeh-Zarni-
gar”, “Masum-Dilafruz” and other examples of folklore, which are
indispensable historical and literary examples of Azerbaijani oral folk
literature, in one form or another has a literary connection with the
Darband region. It is known that one of the valuable examples of oral
folk literature of Azerbaijan is the art of ashug-ozan. In different peri-
ods, different ashug environments — schools operated and developed
in Azerbaijan. One of these love environments is Darband ashug
envi-ronment. In the literary life of Darband of the 18th-century, the
work of the great poet Zyarniyar Khanam Darbandi [1722-1770]
occupies a special place. Among her epics, especially which describe
the poet's life, “Valech and Zarnier”, “Haghigat and Fate”, etc., are
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performed by ashugs.® In addition to the above-mentioned artists,
Darband Ashug environment has also given the world of art such
prominent masters of music and words as Yersulu Ashug Emin,
Safilili Mammad, Khalil Garadaghli, Ahmed Humeydi, Velikandli
Fatali, Ashug Gonagbey, Ashug Tahirbey, Ashug Niftulla from
Darband district.34

Ceremonial songs have also become one of the widespread
genres of oral literature among the population of Darband. During the
drought, various prayers were offered for rain. The local population
calls the rain prayer “Gudul” and did it as a ceremony.%

At the beginning of the 19th and 20th centuries, in the city of
Darband, along with oral literature, written literature was also
developing in accordance with the specific characteristics of the time.
In this period, as in other regions, in the literary environment of
Darband, lamentation literature is more widespread. Mirza Muham-
mad Taghi Gumri, Mirza Karim Shuai, Mirza Jabrayil Supehri, Mirza
Samandar, Mirza Hasan Algadari, Mirza Abdurrahim Sheikh Abuta-
libzadeh and others played a major role in the formation of the
literary environment of Darband region.

Sub-chapter Il of chapter Il of the dissertation is called “Areas
of art and their development characteristics”. In this sub-chapter,
first of all, it is noted that in the second half of the 19th century - the
beginning of the 20th century, cultural traditions were developing in
Darband in connection with the general rise of Azerbaijani national
culture. Azerbaijani theater traditions in the city of Darband have a
centuries-old history. Azerbaijani Turks living in this area created
many games and performances related to various ceremonies, nature,
everyday life, and even death for many centuries and developed it as
an integral part of our culture.

89liyev N. Boyiik Dorbond Ensiklopediyasi. — S. 393.
8Qasimli M. Ozan-asiq sonoti / M.Qasimli. — Baki: Ugur nosriyyati, — 2003. — s.
214-215.
®Novruzova G. Dagistan Derbent bolgesi terekeme tiirklerinin dini hayati. —s. 77-
78.
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At the beginning of the 19th and 20th centuries, one of the most
common forms of square theater in Darband was “Shabihlar”. The
word Shabih means similar in Arabic. Shabih is a religious-mystery
performance and was very widespread in the Near and Middle East,
as well as in Azerbaijan.®

In the middle of 80s of the 19th century, an amateur Turkish
drama theater association was formed in Darband. The initiators of its
creation were a wide circle of Azerbaijani intellectuals of the city -
teachers, high school students of educational institutions, musicians,
performers of Mugham and folk songs and others.®’

At the beginning of the 20th century, two amateur theater troupes
- Azerbaijani and Russian - operated in the city. The building of the
City public administration, the barracks of the Gunib reserve batta-
lion, as well as the halls belonging to the “Mulen” and “Miraj” cine-
mas were also used for showing theatrical performances.®8In Septem-
ber 1904, the first professional theater — Darband Azerbaijan Musical
Drama Theater began to operate. Among the first actors of the new
theater were art workers - Huseyngulu Arshad oglu, Direk Abbas-
gulu, Huseyn Khankishi oglu, Fethullah Haji Salim oglu, Parviz Haji
Salim oglu, Miralam Mir Sadiq oglu, Haji Jubay Aliakbar oglu,
Mashadi Ibad Haji Taghi oglu, Migdar Haji Agha oglu and others.®°

The development of Darband architecture in the second half of
the 19th century was distinguished by its uniqueness. Darband, which
is one of the unique cities with ancient architectural traditions, has
numerous monuments that reflected the architectural traditions of
both the Islamic East and Europe at the same time due to their archi-
tecttural style. Magnificent defensive fortifications, Naringala, Juma

%9liyev N. Boyiik Dorbond Ensiklopediyasi / N.Oliyev. — Baki: Afpoligraf, —
2018. —s. 420.
8"Kozy6ckuit E.M. Ucropus ropona Jlepoenta / E.M.Kosy6ekuit. — Temup-Xan-
[ypa: W3a. Pycckas tunorpagus, — 1906. — c. 230.
8Kaiimapazos I'.11I. Ouepku MCTOPUM KyJIbTYphl HapooB Jlarectana [OT BpeMeHH
npucoenuaenus kK Poccun ma mammx gmeit] / I'.I11.Kaiimapasos. — M.: Hayxka, —
1971. —c. 27.
8Kosy6ckuit E.U. Uctopus ropona epbenta. — c. 322.
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Mosque complex, baths, original minarets, Forty Mosque, unusual
sea walls, the project of the ancient city, beautiful crypts, etc. are a
clear proof that the city has ancient architectural traditions.

Sub-chapter 111 of chapter 111 of the research work is dedicated to
“Religion and its role in socio-cultural life”. This subchapter shows
that Christianity, Judaism, and other Zoroastrian religious beliefs
existed before Islam in the Darband region, as in other historical
regions of Azerbaijan. After the spread of Islam in this region, along
with political conflicts, religious conflicts also ended. At the begin-
ning of the 19th and 20th centuries, the city of Darband remained
colorful due to the religious affiliation of its population. In this
period, it is possible to find some information about the region in
various sources, although it is limited. According to the results of the
census conducted by Darband commandant von Ascheberg in 1824,
10,377 Muslims [5,407 men, 4,970 women], 239 Armenians [136
men, 103 women], 444 Jews [230 men, 214 women] were registered
in the city.®® According to the results of the All-Russian census of
1897, “Darband had 1,135 Orthodox people, 3 separatists, 296 Catho-
lics, 25 Protestants, 10,383 Muslims, 2,190 Jews, 613 people belon-
ging to various Christian denominations, and 4 non-Christians”.%

At the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th
century, the number of Jews believing in Orthodoxy, Gregorianism,
and Judaism in the religious composition of the population of Dar-
band city increased dynamically.®? In the dynamics of the growth of
the Muslim population, in general, in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, there was no remarkable progress. Since 1909, the process
of decrease in the population of Darband was observed more promi-
nently in the religious composition of the population, especially in
the number of the Muslim population. The analysis of the obtained

Kosy6ckuit E.W. Uctopus ropoaa depbenta. — c. 166.
leppas BceobIas nepenuchk HaceneHus Poccuiickoil umnepuun 1897 r. arectan-
ckas obaacts // — CIIo, — 1905, T.62, — c. 454,
%Haciyev A. Darband XIX-XX asrin avvsllorinds / A.Haciyev. — Baki: Turxan
NPB, —2017. —s. 107.
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materials shows that the policy of Russification and Christianization
introduced by czarism led to a sharp decrease in the specific weight
of Muslims in the religious composition of the population of
Darband.®

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Muslim religious sects
also played a significant role in the Darband region. Although the
majority of Darband Muslims belong to the Shia sect of Islam, the
Nagshbandiyya, Gadariyya and Sazeli sects based on the Sufi
religious worldview also operated in this region.%

In the “Conclusion” part of the dissertation, the scientific and
theoretical conclusions obtained during the research are summarized.
It was concluded that the history of the city of Darband, which has a
rich history of many centuries and has played an important role in the
economic, political and cultural life of the Azerbaijani people for a
long time, is one of the most important issues of researching the role
of Darband as a center of science and culture as a part of our general
history (6; 7). Because the city of Darband, being one of the cradles
of the great Turkish culture, is a symbol of national belonging,
national spiritual values that unites the Azerbaijanis of the world, and
is an integral part of our national identity reflected in our unique
national culture — our literature, art, music, poetry, folklore, and
education system (3; 9).
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