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I. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
DISSERTATION

Relevance of the topic and level of elaboration. The
historical problems of the states that emerged in the Caucasus after the
collapse of the Russian Empire are among the most actual and the most
complex issues of recent history. Unfortunately, the study of the
relations that existed between these states, including the People's —
Republic of Kuban (PRK), the Don Republic (DR) and the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic (ADR), was left out of historical research due to
the political conjuncture in the Soviet period .

The articles, dissertations and books written about the Kuban
People's Republic and the Don Republic are mainly devoted to internal
policy issues, the solution of the national and agricultural issues, and
governmental establishment issues. Issues related to foreign policy of
the Kuban and Don republics - various aspects of mutual relations with
regional states and European countries - have not been studied yet.
From this point of view, the relations of the Kuban and Don republics
with the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic are not an exception; until
now, neither Azerbaijan nor any foreign country's historiography has
conducted a research on this issue , and no scientific opinions have
been expressed.

One of the aspects determines both the complexity and
relevance of the subject under study is that this problem has not yet
been fully resolved in both theoretical and practical aspects of history.
One of the most complex scientific issues is to classify a specific state
body either in Kuban or the Don in 1918-1920. Even today, there is a
question remains open in the historical literature - can the associations
created by the anti-Bolshevik forces in the Don, Kuban and other
regions of the North Caucasus be considered as a state organization in
the classical sense of this concept? Here we are talking about the Great
Don Army (GDA) - the Don Republic, the Kuban People's Republic
(from August 1918 it was called the Kuban Land), the Mountainous
Republic and the Southern Russian Armed Forces (SRAF) led by
General Denikin. In our dissertation, the author characterized the
Great Don Army and the Kuban People's Republic as "state
institutions". The author's choice is based on the logic that although
these are not yet fully independent states, they are no longer provinces
of the Russian Empire. Although they did not yet have the attributes
of an independent state - international status, legally recognized
citizenship , they were not part of Soviet Russia. It should be noted
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that 6 countries - the Ottoman state , Germany, Ukraine, Georgia, the
Mountainous Republic and the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic -
have established diplomatic relations at the representative level with
Kuban . These state institutions had supreme state authorities, their
external borders were defined, and the process of creating judicial and
financial systems was underway. For the record, many politicians who
lived during the period of these state institutions, even the Kuban
government, called it "state institution" in their official documents '.

The relevance of this topic is also related to the fact that in the
period we are looking at (1918-1920) a unique geopolitical situation
emerged in the world. In light of all the processes such as the collapse
of empires in Europe in the end of the World War I, the emerging of
new independent states, the disruption in the balance of global political
power and interests, and as a result, the change of the center of world
politics, the role of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic and the young
Kuban and Don Republics emerging in the north of the Caucasus
needs to be thoroughly investigated.

This relevance is also related to the events happening in our
modern era. It includes the emergence of a new geopolitical situation
in the world after the collapse of the USSR and the socialist bloc, the
emergence of new independent states in the territories of the collapsed
USSR , the resumption of the "cold war" between the United States,
the West and Russia, Azerbaijan's position in the newly formed
political system determined for the sake of the future and
strengthening of the state, the right choice of political and economic
partners,and etc. For the effective solution of the issues, it is important
to investigate what happened in the Caucasus and the world in the first
quarter of the 20th century.

Today, political, economic and cultural relations between the
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Russian Federation are developing.
Russian provinces play a special role in these relations, and
cooperation with regional provinces is one of the prioritized directions
for Azerbaijan. First of all, relations with the North Caucasus, Kuban,
Don, Astrakhan, and Volga regions are more intense, and Kuban and
Don regions occupy a special place in these relations. Let's take into
account that the Armenian factor has important economic and political

! Memopananym Ky6anckoii [lapnamentckoii neneranuu. 15 masg 1919 roza. Iapux
/I TocynapctBennbiii ApxuB Kpacnomapckoro Kpas, @oun Ne p—411, onmes 1, neno
No 263, nucr—4.



foundations in these regions (more than 500,000 Armenians live in
Krasnodar oblast alone — S.M. ) and they create an obstacle to the
activities of the Azerbaijani diaspora in this region. The investigation
of Kuban and Don regions and their history of relations with -
Azerbaijan this is not only deepening of economic, cultural, but also
political relations with these regions in the future, as well as the state
security of the Republic of Azerbaijan in general is important from this
point of view.

Since the announcement of the ADR government, the establish-
ment of a large-scale state structure has been started; the army has been
created, the law on the official language has been adopted, state
administration bodies, the financial system have been established and
necessary measures have been taken . The main mission of the
government in external affairs was to achieve an official recognition
in the world. The biggest threat to the existence and recognition of
ADR came from the north. All the Bolshevik Soviet Russia and the
White Army’s Kolchak government, the "Volunteer Army" and
General Denikin did not even want to hear the state in the name of
ADR. From this point of view, ADR's policy of establishing
diplomatic relations with the Kuban and Don Republics, which were
formed in the south of Russia, was very important because with this,
ADR sent a message to the enemy forces that their independence is a
serious will, not a temporary one. Through these states, the ADR
created a buffer zone for themselves, also showed the allies that their
intentions were serious, and sent a message that they would not return
to the Russian Empire, no matter under which flag .

The scientific-practical relevance of the topic is that even today
there are processes similar to those of 1918-1920 in world politics. In
1918-1920, the young states that emerged in the territories of the
former Russian Empire were sooner or later occupied by the Red
Army and joined the Soviet empire created under the guise of
Bolshevism. Even today, despite the fact that 33 years have passed
since the collapse of the USSR and the creation of new independent
states, there are political circles that strive for the restoration of the old
empire in one or another form. The threats created against the
territorial integrity of Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova and Azerbaijan once
again prove that the danger of being invaded by these states still re-
mains and it is important to implement a correct policy against these
forces without repeating the mistakes of the past . In 1918-1920, the
investigation of the reason why the young states could not unite
against the Bolshevik threat and the results obtained can theoretically
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help post-Soviet states implement a better policy against the new
imperial threats.

In 1918-1920, the history of the problem of the relations between
the Kuban and Don Republic republics and Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic has not yet been adequately studied. Heretofore, no scientific
work has been written that systematically and comprehensively that
reflects the problems related to the considered topic in the historiography
of Soviet, post-Soviet and foreign countries .

After the analvsis of the literature devoted to the historical
conditions of the creation of the Kuban and Don republics and
historical issues related to the creation and functioning of the republics
, the historiography of the problem can be divided into the following
periods: 1) until 1918; 2) 1918-1920 years; 3) 1921-1991 years; 4)
1992-2023 years.

Researches about the initial historical conditions of the
formation of state bodies in Kuban and Don were carried out in Russia
even before the February revolution. The authors of this period
focused on the characteristics of internal organization based on the
history of Cossack societies, people’s administration and autonomy
traditions 2.

In 1918-1920, documents, speeches and studies about the Don
and Kuban Cossacks, the white movement and its leaders began to be
published in the conditions of the Civil War . In these studies,
information about the internal and external politics of the Kuban and
Don republics, the emergence and formation of parliamentarism, and
other issues were reflected. By the direct participants of the events,
these works were aimed at the ideological and scientific justification
of the positions of the parties who were irreconcilable enemies in the
Civil War, who could not get rid of subjectivism .

In Soviet historiography (1921-1991), the most productive
period in terms of subject was 1921-1930. However, in the works

llepouna ®.A Ucropus Kybanckoro ka3zaunero solicka / coctT. ®.A. 1llepOuna. —
Exatepunomap :1910-1913. -B 2—x tomax. T. 1 : Hctopus kpas. — 1910. -734 c.;
CagenneB E.I1. Kazaku. Mctopus. PenputHoe nepensnanue kauru E.I1. CaBenseBa
«/lpeBHss CTOPHUS Ka3auecTBay, BEIXOAUBIIEH B ropone Hosouepkaccke B 1915 1.
— BrnagukaBkas: M3ganne aknuoHnepHoro npeanpusatus «Cnacy, —1991.— 184 c..
3Aspaamos I1. I'enepan A.I'.1lIxypo/ ABpaamos I1.-PoctoB-Ha Jlony: 1919. -16 c.;
JlokepmaH, A.74 mHA coBeTckoi BimacTH [TekcT] : (M3 HCTOPHM AMKTATYPHI
6osibiieBuKoB B T. PocroBe H—/I) / Jlokepman, A. — PocroB—Ha—/{ony : JloHCKOM
koM. PCJIPII, —1918. — 101 c.
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written during this period, the achievements of the Red Army in the
south of Russia were mostly reflected, the non-Bolshevik republics
that emerged in the Don and the Kuban were noted to be reactionary
in nature, and their activities were evaluated as counter-revolutionary
and contrary to the interests of the working class

The attitude have been relatively softened in the researches
written about theses republics because of the “moderation” period in
the second half of 1950’s. However, in the works written in the 1950s
and 1960s, the idea of superiority of the Soviet political and state
system over the Cossack state institutions remained unchanged °.

In the 1970s and 1980s, the extensive use of archives and the
analysis of memoir literature made possible the emergence of new
scientific works about the existing state institutions in the south of
Russia . However, in the works of this period, the activities of both the
Don and the Kuban republics were shown as counter-revolutionary
activities, and the real nature of these states was considered secondary
and was not analyzed °.

Starting from the 1990s, many conceptual provisions in Russian
historiography were revised, ideological dogmas were abandoned, and
as a result, works that objectively reflect the activities of the Kuban
and Don republics were published. There is no coincidence that the
most meaningful works about the Kuban and Don Cossacks and the
republics created by them were written in the fourth period, which is
between 1992-2022.

“AnnmieB A. O4epKH UCTOPUH IPAKIAHCKON BOMHEI 1917-1920 rT. / AH. AHWIEB;
Boenno—monut. Axan. uMm. T. ToamaueBa PKKA u PKK®, -JI : T'oc. u3g—Bo, 1925.
— 288 c.; TuxomupoB b. Pabouwnii knmace mon urom o6emorsapaeiuaet. 1918—1920 /
TuxomupoB b. — MockBa—Jlernnrpan: M3natenbcTBo «MOCKOBCKHNA padbodniiy,—
1928. — 96 c.; Jluxaumkuit Y. KitaccoBas 6oprda u kymauectso Ha Kyoanu / H. T.
Jluxuuukuii. — PocroB—na—lony : CeBepnrlit KaBkaz, —1931. — 191 c.

SArypes K.B. Pasrpom Genorsapaeiickux Boiick Jlenukuna (okTa0ps 1919 — mapr
1920 rr.)/ ArypeB K.B. — M.: — Boennoe u3narensctBo Munuctepcrsa O00pOHBI
Coroza CCP, — 1961. —224 c.; Illepman M.JI. CoBerckast wucropuorpadpus
I'paxnanckoit  BoitHel B CCCP  (1920-1931). Monorpadus.— XapbKoB:
M3parensctBo  XappkoBckoro  opaeHa  Tpymosoro  KpacHoro  3HaMeHu
T'ocynapctBennoro yaueepcureta uM. A.M. I'oppkoro, —1964. —340 ¢

® Modde I'.3. Kpax poccuiickoii MoHapxudeckoii kontppesomonu / Hodde I'.3. —
Mocksa: wuznarenbctBo «Hayka», — Mocksa: 1977. — 321 c.; Epmonun, A.IL
PeBomronust u kazadectso (1917 — 1920) / A.IL.LEpmonuH. — M.: Mbicib, — 1982, —
224 c.
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A.V.Venkov, V.P.Trut, Q.M. Ippolitov and others wrote the
most valuable works on the history of the Don Cossacks in the Russian
Federation in 1918-1920 . In the mentioned works, the political
processes taking place in the Don during the years of the Civil War ,
political parties in these processes and their influence on the Cossack
population were studied ’.

The works of A A. Zaytsev, B.N.Ratushnyak, A.N. Nikitin, P.I.
Ostapenko should be specially mentioned among the works written
about the Kuban in Russian historiography in the post-Soviet
period.New approaches to the analysis of Kuban history are reflected
in these works .®

In recent years, a number of dissertations related to the history
of the Kuban and the Don have been defended in Russia, and in these
studies, the socio-economic, military-political aspects of the Civil War
in the south of Russia have been investigated. Among these works,
the works of A.A.Cherkasov, S.S. Kravchenko V.V.Cherpakov, O.B.
German , V.R. Averyanova can be mentioned °. Those research works

"BernkoB A.B. Bémenckoe Boccranue / A.B. BeakoB. — M.: Beue, 2012. — 336
c.;Tpyr B.II. Ka3zauectBo Poccum B mepuon peBomouuid 1917 roma u Ha
HayallbHOM 3Talle TpaXIaHCKOW BOWHBI: // ABTopedepar amccepranuu Ha
COUCKAaHHE YYEHOW CTETEHH MOKTOpa MCTOpHUYEcKHX Hayk./ — PoctoB—Ha—/lony,
2005. — 47 c.; UnmoautoB I''M. BoenHas u mojmTHdeckas IesTeIbHOCTE A.J.
Jenukuna, 1917—anpens 1920 r. /muc... kanna. uct. Hayk / — M., 1994, — 260 c.;
®emok B.II. Benoe asmxkenne Ha FOre Poccuu, 1917 — 1920 rr.: /Auc. JOKT. HCT.
Hayk./— SIpocnasnb, 1995. 383 c.

83aiieB A.A. PervoHanbHBINH TTONTUTHYECKUI MPOLECC B YCIOBHAX | pak 1aHCKOM
BoiHbl 1917-1922 rr.. Ha w™artepuanax Jloma u KyGaHo—Yepunomopes: /
ABTOpedepar nuccepTanni Ha COUCKaHUE YUEHOH CTENEHH JIOKTOpa HCTOPHIECKUX
Hayk /— MockBa — Kpacaomap, 2009, — 33 c.; Parymmsak O. B. Ilonutmuaeckue
WCKaHUSl JJOHCKOTO M KyOaHCKOro Ka3auecTBa B roabl ['pakmaHCKON BOMHBI B
Poccun (1918—1920 rr.). // — Mocka: AnemaHax «benas rBapmusi» — 2005. Ne 8,
— ¢. 17-23; Ocranenxo II. Y. Kazaubn rocymapcTBeHHBIE 00pa30BaHMS Ha IOTE
Poccun (Oeppans 1917 — Hawano 1920 r.). (Mcropuko — npaBoBoii aHanms): / ABTO-
pedepar nmuccepranuMy Ha COMCKAaHHME YYEHOM CTENEHH JOKTOpa IOPHIMYECKUX
Hayk./ — Kpacnogap, 2004.— 55 c.; Hukutun A.H. Cysepennas KyGanb: OmbiT
oTeuecTBeHHOro mapiaMmeHnTapusma (1917-1920 rr.). Yacts nepsast / Huxutun
A.H. — M.: HatimonanbHbe1#i HCTUTYT Om3Heca,— 2010. — 368 c.

“Yepkacos A.A.I'paxkganckas Boiina u Ky6anu n Uepromopse (1917 — 1922 1r.):
"TpeThsi cuiaa" B COIHUAIBHO— TOJUTHYECKOM NPOTHBOCTOSHUH: /aBTOpedepar
JIICCepPTALMK HA COMCKaHUE YUEHOH CTeNeHn 1—pa uct. Hayk /. —CraBpormnods, 2007,
27 c.;Uepnakos B.B., Mcropuueckuil ONBIT IESTENBHOCTH HPEACTaBUTEIbHBIX
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made an important contribution to the study of the history of the
establishment and development of state institutions in Don and Kuban.
However, many issues of internal and especially foreign policy of the
Don and Kuban republics were not studied in all these dissertations.

In the historiography of the subject, immigrant literature has a
special significance!’. The insufficient aspects of the mentioned works
written by immigrants are that since archival documents are not used,
there is a lack of information, and the works mostly reflect the personal
views of the authors.

In Ukrainian historiography, V. Ivanis, R. Polyovoy , D. Bilyy
dedicated several works to the history of Kuban !' . In the works of
Ukrainian authors, Kuban is presented as a historical Ukrainian
territory, and the Kuban People's Republic is characterized as a state

OpraHoB rocyaapcteernoi Biactu Jlona u Ky6anu (1917 —1920 rr.): /aBTopedepar
JIICCepPTALMM Ha COMCKAHME YYEHOH CTENeHM KaHJuIara MCTOPHYECKUX HaykK. / —
KpacHomap, U3parenbcko—mnosnurpaduueckuit  nentp  KybaHckoro — rocy-
napctBeHHoro  yHuBepcurera, 2013,-28 c.; KpaBuenko C.C. Kazause
CaMOYIIpaBJIEHUE B TObI IpaskaAaHCKOM BoiHbBI 1917-1920 rr.: Ha matepuanax Jlona
n KybGamu: /muc.xann. wer. Hayk / — Kpomotkwmu, 2008.— 17 c.; ABepsHOB
B.P.I'ocynapctBeHnbsle oOpa3oBanus Ha Kybamum B 1917-1920 1r.: mcTropmko—
npaBoBOH aHanu3 /ABTopedepaT guccepTanMM Ha COMCKaHWE YYCHOM CTENEeHH
KaHAMJaTa FOpUANYeCKUX Hayk. /— Mocksa, 2018, — 25 c.; l'epman O.b. Kazaku u
kpecthsite Jlona B 1917 — navane 1918 r.: /Jluc. kaua. uct. Hayk /— PoctoB H//l,
1999. -262 c.
"Burkosckuii B. K. B Gopsbe 3a Poccuto. Bociomunanus / Burkosckuii B. K.~
Can—®panmmcko: 1963.— 80 c.; [laaup B.Ha MockBy / [laBaup B.— Ilapmx:
Tumnorpadus akuuoneproro ooduiectsa M.Pupaxosckuit, — 1921.— 116 c.; Enucees
® W.Maprusan [kypo. Pespams 1955 r./ Emucees ®.U. Huro—Mopk: 279 c.;
[onsxor U.A. JloHckue kazaku B 0opr0e ¢ bonpnieBrkamu : B 5 4. /, [Tomsakos 1. A.
— Mronxen: 1962.— 388 c.; Cymsarunkwuii I1. Pasrpom Ky6anckoit Kpaesoit Paxsr B
Hos10pe 1919 rona / Cynsruukuii I1.-[Ipara: Bunasaunteo «Kybancekuit Kpaiiy, —
1931.—4.9. 34 c.
"ipanuc Bacuis. Boporsba KyGani 3a mesanexsicts. / I[Banmc B.— Mronxen:
1968.—137 c.; barbko ykpaincbkux camocriitnukiB Kyo6ani Ky3sma beskposhuii //
Penar [TonboBuii. Kybancbka Ykpaina. — Kuis: liokop, —2002. — ¢.52-57; binuii 1.
J1. Kybancwka HapoaHa pecmy6itika // Enruknonesis ictopii Ykpainu: T. 5: KonH —
Kro. / Peaxoxn.: B. A. Cmomiii (ronosa) ta iH. HAH VYkpaian. InctutyT ictopii
Vkpainn. — K.: B-Bo «HayxkoBa gymka»,— 2008, — 568 c; Belyi D. D. Ky6ancbka
HaponHa pec my Onmka // Exnuxronenust ucropun Ykpai au: T. 5: Kon — Kyu. /
Redcol.: B. A. Smolii (head) and in. HAH of Ukraine, Institute of History of
Ukraine. — K.: B-Bo «HaykoBa gymkar,- 2008, - 568 c.
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created by Black Sea Cossacks of Ukrainian origin.

Until now, no comprehensive research work has been written in
Azerbaijani historiography about the history of the Kuban and Don
republics, as well as their relations with the Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic. In the works of N. Nasibzadeh, J. Hasanli, and S.
Yusifzadeh dedicated to the forelgn policy of ADR the general issues
of this problem were mentioned '

On the historical issues of the Kuban and Don republics, the
works written by LK. Aghasiyev are commendable 3. However, these
works are also not complex in nature, most of the problems we
considered in the dissertation were left out of the researcher's attention.

S. Aliyeva’s articles on the relations between the ADR and the
Mountainous Republic also covered issues of a regional nature. At the
same time, her monograph published in 2020 briefly mentloned the
relations between the ADR and the Kuban People's Republic . In this
work, the relations between the ADR and the Don Republic were not
studied in general .

Therefore, the analysis of the existing historical literature and
dissertation studies showed that this problem is one of the less studied
issues in the historiography of Russia, Azerbaijan, and other countries.
As can be seen from the analysis of the historiography of the subject,
considerable scientific research was conducted in Russian

12 Nosibzado N.L. Azorbaycamn xarici siyasati (1918-1920—ci illor) / Nosibzada
N.L.—Baki: Ay-Ulduz, -1996. — 304 s.; Hasonli C.P. Azorbaycan Xalq
Ciimhuriyyatinin Xarici Siyasati (1918— 1920) / Hosonli C.P.— Baki: "GARISMA"
MMC,— 2009. —576 s.; FOcudzane C.3. IlepBas AsepOaiimkanckas Pecrny0muka:
ucropus, coosITst, DakThl aHTII0—a3epOaiixanckux otHomeHui. / FOcudsane C.3.
— baky: 1998. 208 ¢
BAgasiyev 1. K.Kuban Xalq Respublikasinin Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyati ilo
olagolori (1918-1920)//— Baki: Azorbaycan Milli Elmlor Akademiyast A.A.
Bakixanov adina Tarix Institutunun Elmi osorlori, Xiisusi buraxilis, 2018.— Ne
74,75,76,- s. 24-29.; Agasiyev I.K. Kuban Xalq Respublikasi (1918-1920) // Qaf-
qazda ilk respublikalar (1918-1921) — Bak1: “Ideai—print” MMC, —2021. — s.353—
379; Agasiyev 1.K. Don Respublikasinin yaranmasi va faaliyyati (1918—1920) /
Qafqazda ilk respublikalar (1918-1921) — Baki: “Ideai—print” MMC, —2021.—
s.331-352.
13 Oliyeva S. Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyati vo Simali Qafqaz dovlatlori:
miistaqillik illorinds (1918-1920) / ©liyeva S. —Bak1:«Avropa»,— 2020.— 322 c.
Aliyeva S. Azerbaijan Democratic Republic and North Caucasian states: in the
years of independence (1918-1920) / Aliyeva S. - Baku: "Europe", - 2020. - 322 c.
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historiography on the history of the Kuban and Don republics, and
more attention was paid to the creation of the mentioned state -
institutions , their socio-economic situation, internal politics and
general regional problems. The foreign policy issues of these republics
have not been studied much, and no general studies have been
conducted about their relations with the ADR . In Russian -
historiography, works dedicated to the creation and activity of the
Kuban and Don republics were considered in the context of Russian
regions with certain ethno-political characteristics, not as subjects -
aiming for complete independence.

Except a few articles published in recent years in Azerbaijani
historiography, no significant scientific research work has been
written either on the general history of the Don and Kuban republics,
or on their relations with the ADR.

Besides, there is a great need to investigate many issues of the
history of diplomatic relations of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic
with the young states emerging in the territory of the former Russian
Empire , as well as the relations of the Kuban and Don republics with the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic , against Denikin ,in particular , the
cooperation of ADR delegation and Kuban and Don delegations at the
Paris Peace Conference, the differences in the approach of Azerbaijan
and the Kuban and Don republics regarding the "Russian issue", and other
obscure current problems.

One of the factors that increase the scientific importance of the
dissertation is numerous archival and other published sources are used.
Most of the archival documents used by the author are included in the
scientific circulation for the first time.

During the preparation of the dissertation, the materials of the funds
of the State Archives of the Republic of Azerbaijan No. 894, 897, 970,
Public-Political Documents Archive of the Office of the President of
the Republic of Azerbaijan No. 277; State Archive of the Krasnodar
Oblast of the Russian Federation No. p-6, 14, p-411 and p-1542 ;
No.1864, 1861 and 1820 of the Central Historical Archive of Georgia
were widely used.

Among the published sources, normative-legal acts reflecting the
policy of state institutions against the Cossacks in different years,
collections of documents and materials reflecting the events unfolding in
the Don, the North Caucasus and Azerbaijan during the Russian Civil
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War are of special importance '°

Among the published sources, the periodical press has a special
place.In the dissertation, the official state documents published in the
"Azerbaijan" newspaper published in Russian and Azerbaijani languages
in 1918-1920, as well as the "Kaspii" newspaper and the magazine
"Volnoe Kozachestvo" published in Europe were widely used.

During the research, the author also used the memoirs of General
A.I. Denikin, who was a direct participant in the political events taking
place in the south of Russia, and the commander of the "Volunteer
Army" and the Southern Russian Armed Forces, and his comrades-in-
arms A.P. Bogaevsky , G. Pokrovsky, one of the leaders of the Kuban
Rada , also used the memoirs of Kuban ataman A.P. Filimonov, ataman
P.N.Krasnov, P.N Wrangel, A.G Shkuro and others .

Among the published sources, A.M. Topchubashov's "Paris
Archive" con51st1ng of 4 books was also used in writing the
dissertation '®. Many of the mentioned sources are included in a scien-
tific course for the first time.

On the basis of wide and diverse sources, the author studied the
current issues of the history of the Don and Kuban republics, their
relations with the ADR, and released numerous archival materials and
published sources on this topic, which is almost not studied in Azerbaijani
historiography, into scientific circulation.

BAzorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyystinin xarici siyasati. Sonadlor macmuasi.
Azorbaycan Respublikasmin Xarici Islor Nazirliyi. — Baki: “Garisma” MMC, —
2009. — 352 s.; Azorbaycan Xalq Climhuriyyati (1918-1920). Parlament (Steno-
grafik hesabatlar).I cild.—Baki:"Azorbaycan" nasriyyati, -01998-976 s.; Asep-
Oaiimxanckas Jlemokparndeckas PecyOnuka. Bremrass nonuruka. (JJOKyMEHTH 1
Matepuaisl)-baky:-u3garensctBo "Azepbaiimkan",—1998.-632 c.;ApxuB pycckoit
peBostouny, mznaBaembiil I.B. I'eccenom. B 22 —x tomax. T. XVI. U3nanue
Tpetbe.— bepnun: UznatensctBo «CnoBoy, —1925.-296¢.; MMmnepuanucruyeckas
uaTepBernus Ha [lony u CeBepHom KaBkaze. [log oOmeit penakiueit akageMuka
N.H. Munma.— Mocksa: Hayka, —1988.— 261 c.;Coro3 00BeIMHEHHBIX TOpIECB
Cesepnoro Kaskasa u Jlarecrana (1917-1918 rr.) u I'opckas Pecrry6nuka (1918—
1920 rr.): Jlok. u marepuans! / ®I'BYH MH-T ucropuu, apxeonoruu u dSTHorpapuu
Harecran. Hayu. nenrpa PAH; Cocr. I'.'U. Kakaracanos, JI.I'. KaiimapazoBa. —
Maxaukana: Aned,— 2013, 290 c.

1Tomuubamm A. M. Tlapwkckuii apxus 1919-1940. B uersipex knurax. — Kuura
nepBast 1919-1921.— CocraButenu I'. Mamynua u P. AOGyransi0oB. BBenenue,
nepeBoa 1 npuMedanus I'. Mamynua. HaydHslil pejakTop KaHARAAT HCTOPUYECKUX
Hayk Mcmaun Araxumues. — M.: Xynpox. mut., — 2016. - 568 c.
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The object and the subject of the research. The object of the
research work is the process of formation of the new states that existed
in 1918-1920 - the Kuban People's Republic and the Don Republic and
their complex relations with the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic. The
subject of the research is the historical conditions, historical -
geography, political structure, foreign policy, economic , political,
investigation of diplomatic relations and evaluation of the processes
taking place.

The thesis is based on the chronological problem principle and
is limited to the years 1918-1920. However , the first chapter goes
beyond the chronological framework. In this chapter, the ethno-
political and historical-geographical situation of Kuban and Don
regions before 1918, and etc. are reflected. The issues investigated in
the first chapter created an opportunity for a deeper study and
understanding of the processes that took place in the Kuban and the
Don in 1918-1920 .

Objectives and tasks of the research . Based on the level of
investigation of the problem we are looking at, the main goal of the
research work has been identified as to distinguish and justify the
conditions and directions of activity of the Kuban and Don Republics, the
nature and characteristics of their relations with the ADR, the exposure
of biased and distorted approaches to this process, political events to
create an objective, scientific picture of political occcasions.

The following specific tasks were performed based on a wide range
of archival documents and published sources, including special literary
materials :

-to determine the level of scientific investigation of the
problem, the source base, the methodological basis of its study and,
taking into account all this, its poorly developed aspects and
perspectives of future research ;

- the historical-geographical situation of the Kuban and the Don
before the February revolution of 1917 , to distinguish the historical
roots of the ethno-political characteristics of these regions;

- to analyze the socio-political changes that created conditions
for Kuban in Kuban and Don in the months after the February
revolution;

- the activity of the political forces existing in Don, Kuban and
other regions of South Russia for the creation of a federal state , to
highlight the contradictions in the political self- determination of Don
and Kuban Cossacks ;

- to analyze the historical conditions, internal and external
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conditions of the establishment of the Kuban People's Republic;

- establishing diplomatic relations of the ADR with the Kuban
People's Republic and covering the activity of the diplomatic mission;

-to examine the cooperation of the KPR and ADR
representatives at the Paris Peace Conference and show the political
platform that made this cooperation possible;

- to investigate the cooperation of the Kuban and Azerbaijan
republics in the direction of solving the "Russian issue";

- to analyze the reasons for its incorporation into the Armed
Forces of South Russia ;

- the goals and specifics of the struggle between the SRAF and
the ADR for "influence on the Mountainous Republic" ;

- to investigate the reasons for the dissolution of the Kuban and
Don republics and the impact of this event on the internal and external
situation of the ADR;

- concluding the research work and making suggestions based on
the results obtained.

Research methods. In the dissertation, the principles of
scientificity, objectivity and historicity were used as the methodological
and theoretical basis of the research, which made it possible to apply the
historical-evolutionary, historical-specificity approaches to the analysis
of the researched topic.

During the research, the author also used historical-genetic,
historical-comparative,historical-typological,historical-systemand
mathematical methods .

Numerous unpublished archival materials used during the research
and included in the scientific circulation for the first time, including
published written materials of various styles , periodical press materials
form the basis of the dissertation work. Both the obtained sources and the
research literature were critically reviewed and evaluated based on
scientific research principles.

The main provisions of the defense. The scientific hypotheses
submitted for defense are distinguished by their scientific innovation.
According to the goals and tasks of the dissertation, the following
hypotheses were made:

- the Don and Kuban territories, which claimed to establish their
own state in 1918, were part of the states created mainly by tribes and
peoples of Turkic origin in various periods of history, and this factor
affected the ethnic composition, mentality, economic, political and
cultural lifestyle of the population of the mentioned regions, led to the
formation of the Cossack class, which is different from the general
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Russian mass, and the attitude of the Cossacks to the processes that
took place in Russia in 1917-1920 are reflected in the characteristics
of their participation;

- in 1917-1920, the main reason for the dramatic nature of the
events in the Cossack territories, such as the Kuban and the Don, was
the complex relations between the Cossacks and the peasants, arising
from the differences in their legal views, and the reasons for this
conflict matured during the XIX century and the beginning of the XX
century,

- cossacks in the Kuban and Don did not support the dubious
legitimacy of the Provisional Government and later the Soviet
government announced by the Bolsheviks , and created local Cossack
self-government bodies. The main task of these self-governing bodies
was to preserve the Cossack autonomy and freedom of the Kuban and
Don territories, and to prevent anarchy and chaos entering these
regions from Central Russia ;

- although there was an ideological split between the population
in both Kuban and Don in 1917 , they agreed on the issue of granting
autonomy to these regions within the framework of the democratic
Russian Federation, but the beginning of the civil war in early 1918
and the threat of Sovietization put an end to the idea of autonomy.
replaced with ideas of independence;

-in 1918-1920, in Kuban and Don, there were various state
institutions of Bolshevik and anti-Bolshevik orientation according to
their political nature, and the most politically long-lived and stable of
these state institutions were the People’s Republic of Kuban in Kuban
and the Great Don Army in Don - the Republic of Don.These state
institutions had the attributes of state sovereignty due to their territory,
their citizenship, their military forces, their state symbols, and ADR
established diplomatic relations with these two anti-Bolshevik
republics;

- during their existence, these republics depended on the "Vo-
lunteer Army" first and then on the military-administrative institution
called the Southern Russian Armed Forces; SRAF had an important
influence on the internal and foreign policy course of these state
institutions, including their relations with the ADR;

- the ADR considered the Civil War to be Russia's internal affair,
and although it did not interfere in the processes taking place there, at
the same time, it pursued an independent policy in the conditions of
the inevitable danger expected from the Russian monarchists and the
Bolsheviks, and it served the state interests of the ADR in the Don,
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Kuban and other regions of the Caucasus. cooperated with the new
states that did not implement conflicting policies and did not accept
Bolshevism;

- although the activity of the diplomatic representation was
dangerous due to the complexity of the internal political situation in
Kuban and Don, the establishment of relations with these state
institutions, which created a security zone between Soviet Russia and
Azerbaijan, was important from the point of view of strengthening the
state security of ADR;

- in January 1919, after the military-administrative body called
SRAF, created under Denikin's command, brought the Kuban and Don
republics under its sphere of influence, although the Kuban People's
Republic was able to partially preserve its political independence,the
Don Republic was completely incorporated into SRAF;

- ADR's relations with the Don Republic were established in the
context of ADR-SRAF relations from the spring of 1919, and these
relations were full of contrasts: although ADR and Don needed
cooperation in economic matters and in the joint struggle against
Bolshevism, in many principled issues - "the Russian issue ", their
positions were different and irreconcilable regarding the solutions and
perspectives of the Mountainous Republic, the distribution of the
Caspian fleet and the issues arising from it;

-despite the active activity of the Kuban delegation , which
fought for the independence of the Republic of Kuban in close
cooperation with the ADR delegation at the Paris peace conference-
,Entente countries declined to recognize the Republic because they
still hoped for the restoration of United Russia;

-the independent activity of the Kuban People's Republic at the
Paris peace conference, as well as in other directions of international
relations, was evaluated by Denikin as a betrayal of Russian interests,
deepened the contradictions between the Kuban leadership and the
leaders of the white movement, and increased political chaos. As a
result, the fate of the Civil War in the North Caucasus was decided in
favor of the Red Army, in the spring of 1920, the Soviet government
was established in the Don, Kuban and the entire North Caucasus;

- the capture of the Don and Kuban republics by the Red Army
had a negative impact on the internal and international situation of the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic and facilitated the occupation of the
ADR by the Bolshevik forces;

- among the reasons for the fall of the Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic, the Kuban, the Don Republics, and other young states that
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emerged in the territories of the former Russian Empire, were the
contradictions between the anti-Bolshevik forces and their inability to
come together, which in the later years of the Soviet rule affected all
the peoples of the USSR, including It cost thousands of victims to the
population living in the North Caucasus.

Scientific novelty of the research. The scientific novelty of the
dissertation consists of the following:

- the scientific novelty of the dissertation is determined by the fact
that until now no complex studies dedicated to the relations of the
Kuban and Don Republics with the ADR have been conducted in the
historiography of Azerbaijan or other countries.The researched
dissertation is the first research work dedicated to the complete study of
the formation of the Kuban and Don republics and their relations with the
ADR;

- the initial historical conditions and reasons for the formation of
the Kuban and Don republics are fully shown, the facts and events
unknown to the historiography of the Motherland related to this issue are
highlighted ;

- for the first time, the diplomatic activity of the ADR
government in the Kuban and Don Republics was investigated, the
special importance of the ADR government to relations with the young
states emerging in the territories of the Russian Empire was
emphasized ;

- the activities of the Kuban and Don delegations at the Paris Peace
Conference and their cooperation with the ADR delegation were
studied;

- on the basis of extensive archival documents, the relations of
the ADR with the Armed Forces of South Russia were investigated,
facts little known to the scientific community were included in the
scientific circulation ;

- ADR-Kuban, ADR-SRAF relations, one of the little-studied pa-
ges of the history of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic - the
emergence, essence, and main discussion stages of the issue of Dagestan's
merger with Azerbaijan were studied, and the impact of this issue on the
ADR's foreign relations was shown,;

- included numerous and previously unused valuable documents
stored in the archive funds of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Russian
Federation and the Republic of Georgia; press, epistolary and other
factual materials published in Azerbaijani, Ukrainian, Russian, German
languages ;
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- numerous historical sources, the vast majority of which were
included in the scientific circulation for the first time, the beginning of
the development of a new direction in the study of the history of the
ADR was actually started. Thus, in Azerbaijani historiography, the
relations between the new young states that emerged in the territories
of the former Russian Empire and the Soviet Union have been poorly
studied, and this problem awaits its own researchers.

Theoretical and practical significance of research. The
materials, proposals, results and general content of the presented
dissertation can help in further development of theoretical ideas about -
interstate, inter-national and inter-cultural relations .

The materials and results of the dissertation can be used as the main
material in the writing of general works, textbooks and teaching aids on
the history of Azerbaijan, Russia, including the Caucasus, Eastern
European states, and in the compilation of lecture texts on ethnography,
regional studies, and political science courses.

Approval and application of the research work.The
provisions covering the content of the dissertation are reflected in the
author's articles published in Azerbaijan, Turkey, Russia and Ukraine,
as well as in the materials of international and republican level
conferences .

The name of the organization where the dissertation work
was carried out. The dissertation was discussed, approved and
completed at the "History of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic"
department of the A.A. Bakikhanov Institute of History of the Azerbaijan
National Academy of Sciences .

Dissertation structure and the total volume of the with a sign.
The dissertation consists of an introduction, 3 chapters, a conclusion, a
list of used literature and appendices. The volume of Introduction of the
dissertation is 44382, Chapter I -45996, Chapter 11-98075, Chapter III-
82106, Conclusion-16887 and the total volume of the dissertation
consists of 287446 marks.

II. MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION
In the "Introduction" part of the dissertation, the relevance and
scientific importance of the topic is substantiated, the level of
processing of the problem and the bibliography of the subject are
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explained, the goals and tasks of the research are defined. Also, the
methods of the research, the main propositions defended and the
theoretical-practical importance are indicated, and the scientific
innovation is given.

The first chapter of the dissertation is called "Kuban and Don
provinces in 1917: revolutionary processes and the first steps in
Kuban ".The chapter is divided into two subchapters. In the first sub-
chapter called " Ethno-political and historical-geographical
situation of Kuban and Don regions before the February
revolution ", the ethno-political and historical-geographical history of
Kuban and Don regions was reviewed and the conclusion was reached
that the Kuban and Don territories were the home of mainly Turkic
and partly non-Turkish tribes since ancient time, and it was a part of
various Turkic states until joining the Russian Emplre Before the
annexation to Russia, the population of the mentioned regions mainly
consisted of local Muslim peoples of the Caucasus, Nogais, Kalmyks,
and refugees of Slavic origin, who lived a free life hiding from the
tsarist government.

Our research shows that after joining the Russian Empire,
tsarism purposefully implemented a policy of settling the population
of Slavic origin and Christian faith in these regions. The settlement
policy carried out by Tsarism in the Don and Kuban gradually changed
the ethnic, religious, socio-political structure of the population of these
regions , and as a result of complex ethnogenesis processes, both in
the Don and in the Kuban, "Cossacks" with many characteristics,
including the ability to organize politically brought to the formation
of sub-ethnos . It was the "Cossack" factor that determined the regional
political and legal characteristics of Kuban and Don in the period
before 1917 , and ultimately led to the formation of Cossack statehood
in Kuban and Don.

The second sub-chapter of the first chapter is called " Kuban
and Don Army Provinces at the initial stage of Kuban (February-
December 1917)".This sub-chapter shows that the February
revolution of 1917 and the overthrow of tsarism created an opportunity
for a new stage of Kuban in the Kuban and the Don, and the process
of democratization began. In the spring and summer of 1917, a
struggle was waged for the establishment of a democratic, federal
Russian state both in the Don and in the Kuban, and to achieve the
autonomy of the Don and the Kuban within the framework of this state
. In October 1917, the Don, Kuban, The people of the Northern
Caucasus and the Great Steppe created the South-East Union in order
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to build a democratic, federative, free Russia and to ensure the
autonomy of their regions in this federation'”. However, the
government of the South-Eastern Union could not cope with acute
social and national conflicts and could not solve the agricultural issue
that concerned the main mass of the population - the peasants. As a
result, at the beginning of 1918, in the background of the Sovietization
of Kuban, the Don and other regions of South Russia , the South-
Eastern Union quietly withdrew from the scene of history . The project
of establishing a regional state in the south of Russia failed.

The second chapter of the dissertation work is called "
Emergence of the Kuban People's Republic and differences with
the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic " . The first sub-chapter of the
chapter entitled " Proclamation of the Kuban People's Republic ,
its internal situation and foreign policy " shows that the Kuban
Rada announced the Kuban People's Republic on January 8, 1918 .
Conflicts between social classes led to the beginning of the civil war
in Kuban and the establishment of Soviet power in most parts of the
territory. The leaders of the young republic, which did not have
sufficient armed forces for self-defense and operated as a "day-to-day
government" in the Don, were forced to approach and enter into an
alliance with the "Volunteer Army" commanded by monarchist -
General Denikin '®. This had a very serious impact on the subsequent
fate of the Kuban Republic : first, the armed forces of Kuban, then the
Kuban Parliament and the government began to come under Denikin's
control. Political figures working for the independence of Kuban -
started an open struggle against Denikin's dictatorship . The
contradictions between Denikin and the Republic of Kuban revolved
around the main issues: Kuban's claims to act as a free, sovereign
republic , its relations with the United States, Germany, the Ottoman
Empire, Attempts to establish relations with states such as Ukraine,
Turkestan, Georgia, striving for close relations with the Mountainous
Republic, especially with the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic - all
this is General Denik's "unified and indivisible "Russia" slogan was
out of context.

7FOro-Bocrounsrii Coro3 Kazaubnx BOWCK, ropueB KaBkasza U BOJNBHBIX HAapOIOB
crenieii. Coro3uelit JloroBop ot 20 okTs10pst 1917 rona // I'ocynapcTBeHHBIH ApXUB
Kpacuonapckoro Kpas, @ong Ne p—6, orucek Nel, nemo Ne 48, mucter — 28, 28 00..
¥[lamaraas 3anmcka mpenceparens aeneranuu  JIJI.  Belua, BpydeHHas
amepukaHckoi muccu // T'ocynapcrBennsiit Apxus Kpacnogapckoro Kpasi, ®onn
No p—411, onmes Ne 2, neno Ne 263, nmuct—9.
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The second sub-chapter of the second chapter is called "
Organization and activity of the diplomatic representation of the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic in the Kuban People's Republic
".The first paragraph of the second sub-chapter is called " Political-
diplomatic activity of Azerbaijan's representative in the Kuban"
and it is noted here that diplomatic relations were established between
the ADR and the Kuban Republic as early as March 1919 . The
relations with the Republic of Kuban were mainly of a political-
diplomatic nature, and these relations were mainly established in
several directions. The first of these directions was the joint struggle
against Sovietization and bolshevism.The second important issue was
the "Russian issue". There was no fundamental difference in the
positions of the ADR and the Kuban People's Republic on this issue
either - both the Kuban and the ADR opposed the restoration of the
monarchy and the old Russian empire in Russia. As for the civil war,
the ADR considers it an internal affair of the Russian side, and had no
intention of getting involved in it '°.

Kuban and Mountainous Republic played the role of a buffer
between Soviet Russia and the ADR. This was the issue of the state
security of the ADR, and thus, the creation of a diplomatic -
representation created conditions for cooperation not only in the
political, but also in the economic and humanitarian fields between the
PRK and the ADR.

The second paragraph of the second sub-chapter is called "
Kuban-Azerbaijani economic relations". Economic relations
between the two republics were studied here. The conclusion was that
the economic relations between Kuban and Azerbaijan were more
transit trade than objective reasons . There was no need for Kuban to
import agricultural products from Azerbaijan. On the contrary, grain,
vegetable oil and other important agricultural products were brought
from Kuban to Azerbaijan through Georgia. As for industrial products,
only oil products were exported from Azerbaijan to Kuban, as the
Mozdok oil region did not fully meet Kuban's demand for oil products.
Kuban, which has a great demand for high-quality light industrial
products produced in the USA and European countries, obtained these
products through Azerbaijan, Georgia, Ukraine, Poland and other

YJlonecenre AUMIOMATHIECKOTO TIpeacTaBuTens AsepGaiimkana B KyGamu J[x.
PycrambexoBa muaHCTpY HHOCTpaHHBIX Aen M. 0. [[xadaposy. 24 urons 1919 r.
// TocynapctBeHHbIH ApxuB AsepoOaiikanckoil Pecrrybmuku, ®onn Ne 897, onmce
No 1, nenmo Ne 38, muct —59—60.
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republics, which have more access to the international markets. As it
seems, in the period under consideration, relations between Azerbaijan
and Kuban covered more political and humanitarian issues.

The third paragraph of the second sub-chapter is called "
Activities of the Kuban People's Republic and the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic in solving the refugee issue in the Caucasus
"". In this paragraph, the issues of cooperation between the ADR and
the PRK on the issue of refugees have been examined. Despite their
difficult political and economic situation, in 1918-1920, the gover-
nments of the Republic of Kuban and the Republic of Azerbaijan
provided assistance to refugees. One of the main forces that hindered
this labor was the Russian National Council. The Russian National
Council, operating both in Tbilisi and in Baku , acted separately and
showed concern only for refugees of Slavic origin , and behind this
"concern" there were political goals. Thus, the Russian National
Council, which stands in the position of Russian chauvinism, used
these refugees to strenghten the influence of "Volunteer Army", which
had a hostile attitude towards ADR 2°. This activity of the Russian
National Council was not accepted by either the PRK or the ADR
governments and having more independence, ADR was taking stricter
measures in this matter.

The parliaments of the People's Republic of Kuban and the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic have kept the issue of resettlement
of refugees on the agenda for the last few sessions and tried to solve
this problem without national discrimination .

The cooperation of the representatives of the two republics in
the international arena is discussed in the third half of the second
chapter entitled " Cooperation of the Kuban and Azerbaijani
delegations at the Paris peace conference " . It is noted that both
young states wanted to be recognized at the international level and
become members of the League of Nations, thereby securing their
political existence. In Paris, the ADR and PRK delegations cooperated
closely, prepared joint memoranda and statements and presented them
to the representatives of the Allied countries participating in the Paris
Peace Conference, and fought for the de facto and de jure recognition
of the young republics .However, the activity of the Kubann
representatives did not lead to a concrete result - the Entente countries

NIpoTokonsl 0 mpueMe MOOPOBONBLLEB B BOEHHBIE dacTh.7 sHBaps 1918 roma.
Tudmuc // Tocynapcrennsiii Mctopuueckuii Apxus ['pysunckoit Pecny0mimkn,
®onx1820, ommck Nel, nemo Nel24, mucter— 1-15.
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refused to officially recognize Kuban, considering it a part of Russia,
and thus once again emphasized their support for General Denikin.
The free activity of the Kuban representatives at the Paris peace
conference cost them their lives: Denikin started repression against
them 2! , the progressive political elite of Kuban was destroyed, the
Kuban republic came under the control of Denikin and the South
Russian Armed Forces at the end of 1919-early 1920.

The third chapter of the dissertation work is called " Great Don
Army - the creation of the Don Republic and its relations with the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic ". The problems surrounding the
chapter are reflected in three and a half chapters. In the first sub-
chapter entitled " The Great Don Army - the creation of the Don
Republic, its internal and external policy ", the special features of
the creation and activity of the Don Republic were investigated. In
contrast to Kuban, the population of the Don was more fanatical about
the Bolsheviks, and therefore, in early 1918, with the support of the
non-Cossacks and the Red Cossacks, the Don was also declared under
Soviet rule. However, at the beginning of May 1918, with the support
of the German troops, the armies of General Krasnov suppressed the
Bolsheviks and captured the Don, and the Great Don Army was
declared - the Don Republic 2. State establishment work began in the
Don Republic led by General Krasnov. However, the events that took
place in the international world and, first of all, the defeat of Germany
in World War I, the revolution that began in Germany - all this led to
the withdrawal of German troops from the Don, the decline of the
authority of General Krasnov, and the strengthening of Denikin's
position.

In the thirs chapter " Incorporation of the Don Republic into
the Southern Russian Armed Forces and contradictions in ADR-
SRAF relations", the issues during Denikin's dictatorship, the Don
Republic being separated from the path of progressive development
and becoming the main center of the struggle for "United and
indivisible Russia", and also being the main source of political and
military danger for the ADR and other young Caucasus republics and
other issues have been investigated.

2! Atamanam Jlonckomy, KyGanckomy, Tepckomy. Tenerpamma renepana A. JeHu-
KrHa OT 26 okta6ps 1919 ronma. Tarampor // T'ocymapctBennsiii ApxmuB Kpac-
Honmapckoro Kpasi, ®oux Ne p—6, ommck Ne 1, neno Nel26, muct—233.
22Crapuxos T. Drans 60ps6bI JloHa 3a CBOK He3aBUCUMOCTL. // — [Ipara: BosbHoe
KazauectBo, —Nel137. — c.18.
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Denikin, who turned the Don into his base territory and took
control of the Kuban, tried to unite newly emerging republics such as
Georgia and Azerbaijan . For this reason, from the spring of 1919 to
the beginning of 1920, there was a heated diplomatic-political struggle
between the ADR and the SRAF . The struggle mainly revolved
around the "Russian issue", the sphere of influence in the Mountainous
republic, and the distribution of the Caspian Navy and its surrounding
issues.

There was also a period of moderation between the ADR and the
SRAF. However, Denikin did not recognize the independence of the
ADR, treated it as a region of Russia, abolished the Mountainous
Republic in May 1919 , concentrated large military forces in the
northern borders of the ADR %*, and divided the Caspian fleet by -
imperialist demands against the ADR’s interests, consequemtly, at the
end of November 1919, the diplomatic representative office of the
ADR in the Don Republic was forced to stop its activities.

The third sub-chapter of the third chapter is called " The
occupation of the Don and Kuban by Soviet Russia and the
position of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic ".In this half- -
chapter, the occupation of the Kuban and Don republics by Soviet
Russia in the spring of 1920, the influence of this occupation on the
international situation of the ADR and, first of all, on its relations with
Soviet Russia, and other issues were studied.

Since the beginning of 1920, Soviet Russia has been aggre-
ssively attacking the ADR , demanding that it participate in military
operations against Denikin. However, the ADR government, adhering
to the principle of not interfering in the internal affairs of other
countries and nations, conveyed to the Soviet leadership that it would
not interfere in the "Russian issue" and the Civil War was Russia's
internal affair, which could not satisfy Moscow . In the North
Caucasus, Denikin's armies continued to be defeated, and the Red
Army was advancing southward day by day. In the dramatic
circumstances that arose, in February 1920, Denikin announced that

he recognized the ADR, but the chance for cooperation had already

BJloHecenne MINIOMATHYECKOTO TpeAcTaBuTens Asepbaiimpkana B [opckoit

Pecniybnmuke A.AxBepraoBa MuUHHCTPY wuHOCTpaHHBIX nex M.IO. J[xadapoBy o

CMEHEe NpaBUTEIbCTBa B pecnybinke.19 mast 1919 r. // TocynapcTBeHHBIH ApXUB

Azep0aiimkanckoi Pecniyommku, @oua Ne970, omrick Nel, memo Ne 59, muct—29-30.
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been lost. From the beginning of March 1920, the Red Army began a
large-scale operation on the Don, in the Kuban, and in the North
Caucasus, and by the end of March, the remnants of Denikin's troops
were defeated. They were forced to flee to Crimea.

Thus, in April 1920, the Soviet power was restored in the Don,
Kuban, and North Caucasus. After the invasion of the North Caucasus,
the XI Red Army began to prepare for aggression against the ADR.

In the “Conclusion” section of the dissertation, the research was
summarized, generalizations were made, and the results obtained were
analyzed. It was concluded that one of the most important factors
influencing the domestic and foreign policy of the Kuban and Don
republics was the population, or more precisely, the ethnic affiliation
of the population living here. The process of ethnogenesis that has
been going on in this region for thousands of years has not been
without results and has left a deep mark on the lifestyle, outlook, way
of thinking, and value system of the population. The Ukrainian
Zaporozhye Cossacks, who were resettled to the Black Sea coast of
Kuban from the second half of the 18th century, and the Don Cossacks
who settled in the central and northern borders of Kuban, became a
decisive factor in the future history of Kuban.

The February Revolution of 1917 and the overthrow of tsarism
opened the way for a new stage of state-building in the Kuban and
Don, and the process of democratization began. After the October
1917 coup d'état in Russia and the Bolsheviks coming to power, the
government of the South-Eastern Union, created by the peoples of the
Don, Kuban, the North Caucasus and the Great Steppe, was unable to
cope with acute social and national conflicts, and as a result, by
January 1918, the South-Eastern Union had spontaneously
disappeared from the political scene.

With the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly on January 8§,
1918, the prospects for building a democratic Russia through a free
parliament were shattered, and the Kuban and Don Republics
embarked on their path to independence as sovereign republics.
Despite the pressure of General Denikin, the Kuban and Don
Republics tried to pursue an active foreign policy, and one of the
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countries that cooperated with them the most in this area was the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic. The Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic attached special importance to the establishment of
diplomatic relations with the young states that emerged in the
territories of the former Russian Empire, including the Kuban and Don
Republics, and the establishment of political, diplomatic, and
economic relations served the interests of all parties.

The independent foreign policy of the Kuban and Don republics,
including cooperation with the ADR, was contrary to the interests of
the South Russian Armed Forces created by Denikin, therefore
Denikin began repressions against these republics. The Don Republic
came under Denikin's control in February 1919, and the Kuban
Republic in late 1919 - early 1920. Therefore, from the spring of 1919,
a fierce diplomatic and political struggle took place between the ADR
and the SRAF, and in late November 1919, the diplomatic
representatives of the ADR in the Kuban and Don republics were
forced to cease their activities.

From the beginning of March 1920, the Red Army began a large-
scale operation in the Don, Kuban and North Caucasus, and by the end
of March the remnants of Denikin's troops, which were crushed, were
forced to flee to Crimea. Thus, in April 1920, Soviet power was
established in the Don, Kuban and North Caucasus. After the
occupation of the North Caucasus, the 11" Red Army launched an
offensive against Azerbaijan , and the Azerbaijjan Democratic
Republic collapsed.

One of the main reasons for the collapse of the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic, the Kuban and Don republics, and other young
states that emerged in the territories of the former Russian Empire was
the contradictions between the anti-Bolshevik forces and their
inability to come together. These mistakes cost the Azerbaijani people,
as well as the peoples living in the USSR, thousands of victims in the
later years of Soviet rule.
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