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I. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DISSERTATION

The relevance and degree of development of the subject.
Azerbaijan-Georgian relations in the late 9th-early 13th centuries
come to the fore in the history of international relations of
Azerbaijan. As a result of the political revival that began in
Azerbaijan with the fall of the Caliphate, states of the same name
ruled by dynasties such as Sajis, Salaris and Ravvadis replaced each
other in the south, while in the north, the Shirvanshah state, the
Sheki realm, and the Ganja Shaddadi Emirate were established and
ruled for a relatively long time.

A similar process was observed in neighboring Georgia, where
several feudal states were established. However, in the second half
of the 10th century, the unified Georgian state formed as a result of
the merger of the Abkhaz and Kartli kingdoms began to play an
active role in regional interstate relations. Therefore, when studying
the history of international relations of Azerbaijan in the late 9th-
early 13th centuries, the investigation of its relations with the
Georgian kingdom is of great scientific importance.

The relationship of the Sheki realm established in the
northwestern lands of Azerbaijan, with the Georgian feudal states,
occupies an important place in the history of Azerbaijan-Georgian
relations. In the relevant period, the Sheki realm was distinguished
by the fact that the majority of its population was Christian-
Monophysite!. This factor had a serious impact on the political-
economic, religious-spiritual closeness of Sheki realm with Georgia.
Unlike other Azerbaijani feudal states, which waged a “holy war
against infidels 2, along with the neighboring Christian states the
Sheki realm was becoming the target of this policy. The fact that the
Sheki realm had the same border with the Kakheti principality and
the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom also made mutual relations inevitable.

! Axmen u6n Jrordymiax (Mynamxum-baim). «xamu an-Ilysam»; VI6H an-Aspaka
an-Qapuxn w3 «Vcropuun Masipappukunay / IlepeBox A.J.MamenoBa. — baxy:
Tpyns! uncrutyta ucropurt AH Azep6. CCP, — 1957. — 1. XII. —c. 219.

2 Munopcku, B.®. Ucropus 1llupsana u Jlepoenna X-XI sexos / B.®.Munopcku. —
Mocksa: M3narensctBo Bocrounoii mureparypsrt, — 1963. — c. 56.
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In the relations of Sheki realm with the Georgian feudal states
along with territorial disputes, regional competition, periodic armed
clashes, the religious-ideological struggle of the Albanian
Monophysite Church against the Georgian Diophysite Church, etc.
joint struggle against foreign invaders, alliance, political unification,
and inter-dynasty marriage played an important role. The alliance
and political union between the Sheki realm and the Kakheti
principality constituted a special stage among the listed directions of
interstate relations. This political unity, stemming from the
unification of efforts against foreign occupation, had a significant
impact on their further development.

The history, socio-economic development, material and
spiritual culture, ethnic and religious situation of Sheki realm have
been neglected for a long time in our national historiography. At the
end of the 20th century, favourable conditions were created for the
investigation of the objective history of our historical lands within
the framework of the scientific direction “History of the lands lost”
put forward in Azerbaijan, which regained its independent
statehood. Scholars on Caucasian studies of the neighboring country,
who are trying to take advantage of the current gap, have made a
serious attempt to falsify the history of this Azerbaijani feudal state®.

For certain reasons, a generation of “specialized” historians,
who have gained great experience in Georgian historiography, were
trained in the direction of falsifying the history of the historical
Azerbaijani/Albanian lands, which were included in Georgia in the
last two hundred years, and the history of the North-West region of
Azerbaijan, which they claim, in accordance with their own
interests. They also try to create a fictitious picture based on
fabricated facts to show that the North-Western Azerbaijan lands
had been part of the Georgian kingdom since ancient times, and
sometimes from the early Middle Ages, and the proximity of ancient
local tribes (Ingiloys) to Georgians.

In recent times, some historians of Dagestan try to distort

3 Mahmudov, Y.M. Ingiloylar barada tarixi haqiqot // — Sirinbay Hac1oli. Simal-Qarbi
Azarbaycan: Ingiloylar, — Baki: Tohsil, — 2007. —s. 8.
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history of this region, to take possession of the rich culture
historically created by the Turkic-Albanian ethnos, who are the
primordial and eternal owners of these places. Armenian scholars of
Caucasian studies, who are far away from this region, also intervene
in historical research, whether they have relation or not. The
dissertation work is very relevant from the viewpoint of clarifying
many deliberately confused issues of region’s history, the history of
the Caucasus as a whole, on scientific grounds.

National leader, the founder of the concept of Revival of our
history*, Heydar Aliyev, in his address to the world Azerbaijanis,
precepted: “The realization of the fateful issues for our independent
state requires us to fully define our identity by uncovering many
dark pages of our history, and to bring up the young generation with
a new way of thinking about our national roots .

According to academician Y.M.Mahmudov®, the author of the
scientific direction “History of the lands lost”, “The history of
Azerbaijan, which was deliberately falsified by historians of some
neighboring countries who took refuge under Moscow ’s patronage,
is being re-examined, objective truths about the historical lands of
Azerbaijan are being revealed .

As a whole, researching the political history and historical
geography of the ancient and medieval period of North-West
Azerbaijan, the history of the Sheki realm (kingdom) that arose in
this region of Azerbaijan, which entered the Renaissance period
after the Caliphate, and finally, clarifying the place and role of the
Sheki realm in Azerbaijan-Georgian relations in the late 9th-early
13th centuries, which are directly related to the mentioned issues, is
of great importance. Along with serving the creation of an objective
scientific picture of the Azerbaijan history, which is an integral part

4 Mahmudov, Y.M. Ilham Bliyev vo Azarbaycan tarix elmi / Y.M.Mahmudov. — Baki:
Turxan NPB, —2014. —s. 28.

5 Mahmudov, Y.M. Géstarilon asari. —S. 46.

6 Bliyev, S.H. Yaqub Mahmudov — Azarbaycan tarixsiinasliginda “Itirilmis torpaqlar”
istiqamotinin miallifidir / — Bak1: Azorbaycan Milli Elmlor Akademiyasi1 Tarix
Institutunun Elmi esorleri, — 2009. —30-cu cild. — s. 98-102.

" Mahmudov, Y.M. Ingiloylar barads tarixi haqiqat, —s. 9.
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of the mentioned historiographical problems, as well as the history
of the Caucasus, to which is closely connected, it can make an
important contribution to the elimination of existing gaps and, most
importantly, numerous historical distortions.

When studying the history of Sheki realm, which arose in
North-West Azerbaijani lands, the problem should be approached
from the context of medieval Azerbaijani-Georgian interstate
relations. This is inevitable from the viewpoint of investigating such
issues as either an artificially invented “belonging to historical
territories” and a response to those who put forward territorial
claims by distorting the history of the Sheki realm, or an alliance and
political unification between Sheki and Kakheti, arisen from
objective necessity, the fall of the Sheki realm in the 12th century
and the amalgamation of the occupied territories to the Georgian
kingdom, etc.

Another factor that makes the subject of the dissertation
relevant is the use of some fictitious “historical facts” (David Gareja
cave-monastery complex, fictitious “historical Georgian Saingilo”
raised from time to time, in order to disrupt the friendly and strategic
cooperation relations observed in Azerbaijani-Georgian interstate
relations in the modern era. In view of the fact that state and political
figures do not show a position that could damage the existing
relations under the influence of such false facts, it is one of the
urgent problems facing our historiography to scientifically justify
and reveal that the close neighborly relations between the
Azerbaijani and Georgian peoples have deep roots. Thus, the
relevance of investigating the place and role of Sheki realm in
Azerbaijani-Georgian relations in the late 9th-early 13th centuries
necessitates the comprehensive and deep research by covering the
relevant primary sources and scientific literature.

The research work covers the period from the end of the 9th to
the beginning of the 13th centuries. When determining the upper and
lower limits of the chronological framework, qualitative changes of
the historical processes taking place in Azerbaijan and in the region
were taken as a basis. The Sheki realm (886-1117), which preserved
statehood traditions of Albania, existed for about 230 years.

6



Significant changes took place in the history of the Caucasus as a
result of the Mongol and the Khorezmian campaigns in the first half
of the 13th century. It has been somewhat deviated from the
chronological framework in order to clarify some issues in ancient
and early middle ages related to the political history and historical
geography of North-Western Azerbaijan, where the Sheki realm had
emerged.

In terms of territory, this research work mainly covers the
Sheki realm (including a part of Dagestan, Eastern Georgia)
covering the northwestern lands of Azerbaijan (Albania) and
neighboring feudal states.

Azerbaijani-Georgian relations at the end of the 9th -
beginning of the 13th centuries have not been sufficiently studied in
Azerbaijan historiography. Materials included in the existing
scientific literature on the subject should be systematized and
generalized. R.A.Huseynov’s article® on the historiography of this
period only served to show the main directions of the Seljuk period
historiography. The researches related to the dissertation subject can
be grouped as follows 1) the history of Sheki realm, 2) the history
and characteristic features of Azerbaijani-Georgian relations 3) the
researches devoted to the investigation of the political history and
historical geography of the north-western region of Azerbaijan
(Albania).

1) The 18th century Georgian historian and geographer
Vakhushti Bagrationi can be considered the first researcher who
studied the history of Sheki realm. The third chapter of his “History
of the Georgian Kingdom” is called “The creation and life of
Kakheti and Hereti®. Here, the author briefly systematizes
information of “Kartlis tskhovreba”, a collection of medieval
Georgian sources related to Hereti/Sheki country. Vakhushti
Bagrationi after geographical description using his traditional

8 Tyceitnos, P.A. MWcropuorpadus wucropun 3akapkasbs XI-XII BB. //

Tropkonorudeckuit coopuuk, 1976. — Mocksa: Hayka, — 1978. — c. 26-54.

® Barparvonn Baxymrtu. Vcropust napersa I'pysunckoro. TTaMATHUKM TPy3MHCKOM
ucropudeckoit nmteparypsl / IlepeBen, cHaOIMII TPEAMCIOBUEM, CIIOBAPSIMH M
ykazarenem H.T.Hakammnze. — Tommcn: Merauepe6a, — 1976. — ¢. 125-130.
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principles and research method interprets historical processes.
Trying to trace the history of the Hereti/Sheki country, the author
tries to introduce all the rulers of the United State after the merger of
Hereti and Kakheti in 1014 as “Kakheti rulers”. According to his
concept, Vakhushti ignores historical facts and makes everything
Georgian in the name of Kakheti. Thus, the foundation of the “great
historical distortion” that continues to this day was laid. After
Vakhushti, all researchers continued his concept and spared no effort
to exaggerate the Kakheti factor and put the Hereti factor in the
background.

The small but meaningful article'®by the prominent researcher
A.Y .Krimsky, dedicated to Sheki, despite the fact that there are
many points that cause scientific controversy, keeps its scientific
value in terms of shedding light on future research. For the first
time, A.Y.Krimsky systematized and analyzed the information he
could get from ancient and medieval sources about Sheki. Beginning
from Strabo and Ptolemy’s map, A.Y.Krimski, who tried to
reconcile the extremely meager information about Sheki during the
Sasanian and Caliphate periods, followed political history of the
region relatively consistently from the beginning of the 9th century.
His opinions about Sahl ibn Sumbat and his son Ader-Nerse, who
reigned in Sheki in the first half of the 9th century, as well as the
grandson of the former - Hammam, who “restored the decayed
Albanian kingdom”, have caused debates that are still ongoing in
scientific circles. Most of the ongoing debates about the history of
Sheki are based on A.Y.Krimsky’s opinions.

Academician Z.M.Bunyadov in a special paragraph entitled
“About the ruler of Sheki and Arran Sahl ibn Sumbat”*tincluded in
his work “Azerbaijan in the 7th-9th centuries” touched upon the
processes taken place in the region on the eve of the establishment
of an independent Sheki realm, the activities of the Sheki ruler Sahl

10 Kpemckuit, A.E. Crpanmuusl u3 ucropuu CesepHoro wuiau Kaskasckoro
AsepGaiikana (Kimaccuueckas AnGanwst), 11, Ilexu // Tlamstu H.S1.Mappa, —
Mocksa-Jlenunrpan: M3narenscrBo Axanemun Hayk CCCP, — 1938. — c. 369-384.

11 Biinyadov, Z.M. Azarbaycan VII-1X asrlords / Z.M.Biinyadov. — Baki: Azornoasr, —
1989. —s. 176-181.
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ibn Sumbat in the first half of the 9th century, and then observing
the historical continuity, the issue of “restoration of the Albanian
kingdom” by prince Hammam the pious.

In the article “Sheki melikdom” co-authored by academician
N.M.Velikhanly and Y.M.Nasibov the political processes taken
place in this region from the mid 7th century up to the beginning of
the 13th century®® were traced. One of the most significant aspects
of the article is that prominent Arabist scholar-researcher
N.M.Velikhanly and researcher of medieval Georgian sources
Y.M.Nasibov by using in a comparative manner Arabic and
Georgian language sources shed light on the history of “Sheki
melikdom”. The inclusion of a separate article on Sheki in the
multivolume “History of Azerbaijan” for the first time increased its
scientific and practical importance.

In his monograph “Sheki: an unshakable fortress of statehood
in  North-Western Azerbaijan” academician Y.M.Mahmudov
explains the existence of “Sheki emirate, a continuation of the
Azerbaijani Albanian state”!® from 886 to 1551 with interruptions,
approaches conceptually to the struggle of the local dynasties of
Sabir and Kipchak origin, who ruled the country, against the
military-political, ethnic-religious expansion of the Georgians, the
official adoption of Islam during the Seljuk campaigns, and the
invasive marches of David 1V.

Academician F.Mammadova’s monograph “The Caucasian
Albania and Albanians” was not received unequivocally in academic
circles. In the fifth paragraph of Chapter Ill dedicated to the
“Revival of the Albanian kingdoms in the 9th-12th centuries™*4,
author states that in 886, prince Hammam the pious partially
restored the Albanian kingdom and spread his authority to
Cambichan-Shaki on the left bank and Arsakh-Khachen on the right

12 Azorbaycan tarixi. Yeddi cildde. II cild (III-XIII osrin I riibii) / Mosul redaktor
akademik N. Valixanli. — Baki: Elm, — 2007. —s. 269-275.

13 Mahmudov, Y.M. Soki: Simal-Qorbi Azorbaycanda sarsilmaz dévlatcilik qgalasi /
Y.M.Mahmudov. — Baki: Turxan NPB, — 2020. —s. 9-11.

14 Mamenosa @. KaBkasckas AnGanus u anbansl / ®.Mamenosa — Baxy: Llentp
HUccnenosanuii KaBkasckoit Anbanun, — 2005, — c. 391-405.
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bank, and in 910 his son Artnerseh Il declared himself Tsar in
Cambechani-Ereti. Then, based on the Georgian source, overviews
the struggle of Artnerseh Il against the Georgians, whom she called
the Shaki Tsar, and the dogmatic disputes and Georgianization
process in Cambechani-Ereti, where his son Ishkhanik was the ruler.
Since F.Mammadova could not determine the issue of “Cambechani-
Shaki-Ereti” for herself, she completely complicates the issues.

In the monograph on the history of Hereti®®, his doctoral
dissertation®®, T.G.Papuashvili takes a view of the socio-economic
and political history from ancient times to the first quarter of the
12th century, while his other monograph, dedicated to the “Kingdom
of Rans and Kakhs” 1" covers the 8th-11th centuries. Paying
attention to the historical geography and ethnic composition of
Hereti and Albania in his researches, T.G.Papuashvili tried to
monographically study the main stages of the history of Hereti from
ancient times to the 7th century, and the 8th-12th centuries
separately, as well as issues of socio-economic development, towns
and trade in antiquity and in the 4th-12th centuries, in a word, the
entire history of Sheki/Hereti. T.G.Papuashvili’s researches and his
attempts to create the history he wants to see by grossly distorting
history have been subjected to serious scientific criticism by
medieval researchers in Azerbaijani historiography.

M.Kh.Sharifli, a researcher of the history of the 9th-11th
centuries of Azerbaijan, systematically studied the stages of the

15 353199830000, ®. 399000L OLEHMOO0L B3oMbgdO: 6363393900 LrrosE -
93063060 ©d 30E0EH03MM0 0LEMM00E. Mdzgwglo EOHMOsH X1 L. |
39mmbgsd©Y/ 0.353959300. — Md0EoLO: dg3b0gMgds, — 1970. — 391 ag3.
(Papuasgvili, T. Ereti tarixinin masalolari: Sosial-igtisadi va tarixi ogerklari. Qadim
dévrlardan XI1 asrin I riibiinadak / T.Papuasvili. — Thilisi: Metsniereba, — 1970. —
391s).

¥ Tanyamsum, T.I. Bompockl wuctopuu Opetn. Ouepkd MO  COLHMATBHO-
HKOHOMHYECKOW M TIOJUTHYECKOW HCTOPHH (C JPEBHEHIIMX BpeMEH 10 TepBOM
yerBeptd Xl B.): / ABTOpedepar auccepraniy Ha COMCKaHHME YYEHOH CTEreHH
JIOKTOpa HCTOpUYECKHX HayK. / — Tommmcu, — 1971, — 65 c.

17353583000, 0. Mbms @s 3obos Lsdgmm (VII-XI UL.) / 0.353195830e0. —
0000b0: 39360gMgds, — 1982. — 291 93. (Papuasvili, T. Ranlar ve kaxlar ¢arlig:
(VII-XI asrlar) / T.Papuagvili. — Thilisi: Metsniereba, — 1982. — 291 s.)
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emergence and development of the feudal states of Azerbaijan, but
did not include the Sheki realm that arose in the corresponding
period in his research, and even admitted that “its history has not
been studied in detail " ‘8. However, the prominent researcher did not
deny its existence by including some episodic information about
Sheki realm in his fundamental work!®, but despite this, he
considered Sheki to be “one of the important nahiyes (districts) and
towns of Shirvan” %,

A number of historical-geographical and historical-
ethnographic monographs were published under the name “Saingilo”
in Georgian historiography?'.The geographical term “Saingilo”
(“Ingloistan”), which belongs only to modern Georgian
historiography, covers the territories of Balaken, Zagatala and Gakh
districts of the Azerbaijan Republic in modern times. In 1910, the
prominent researcher M.G.Janashvili, who was originally a Gakh
Ingiloy, published the first book “Saingilo” in Georgian language?.
Monographs of the same name — by Z.Edili¥® in 1947,
M.Dumbadze** in 1953, G.Gamkharashvili® in 1960,

18 Sorifli, M.X. IX osrin ikinci yarisi—XI astlords Azorbaycan feodal dovlatlori /
M.X.Sorifli. — Baki: EIm, — 1978. —s. 295.

19 Sorifli, M.X.G®starilon osari, — s. 70, 71, 167, 197, 212, 213.

20 Yens orada, — . 295.

2L Bliyev, S.H. Ingiloylar (tarixi-etnografik tadgjigat): / Tarix elmlori namizadi alimlik
doracasi almaq {ilin toqdim olunmus dissertasiyanmn Avtoreferati. / — Baki, —2001. —s. 9.

22 20565830400, 8.9 L5OBFOWM / 8.9,.%5658300. - GBOEOLO: b.8.crMLdIHOdOl
bE, — 1910. — 231 93. (Canagvili M.Q. Saingilo / M.Q.Canagvili. - Tiflis:
S.M.Losaberidze st,— 1910. —231s.)

28 90000, B.L50by0we / B.9000. — MdOEOLO: LsdFmms oMo, — 1947, —
181 g3. (Edili, Z. Saingilo/ Z.Edili. — Tbilisi: Sab¢ota mtserali, — 1947. — 181 s.)

2 @mdd5dg, 8. 50dMLgEgm 35bgmol (LsobyoEMl) oLEMMooEsH (XIX .
9830005000900 3960m©o) / 3.00M3dsdg. — 0dOELO: bogd-mb bl dg3b.
93509005, — 1953. — 282 93 (Dumbadze, M. Sorgi Kaxeti (Saingilo) tarixinden
(XIX osr islahatlara godarki d6vr) / M.Dumbadze. — Thilisi: Giirciistan SSR Elmlor
Akademiyasi, — 1953. — 282 s.)

25 25856583000, 3. LsobgowM: (Bmzerg 8odmbomgs) / g.358bsGs830m0. —
0000L0: bodF. badotrogganm, — 1960, — 30 ¢3. (Qamxarasvili, G. Saingilo: (qisa
baxis) / G.Qamxaragvili. — Thilisi: Sab¢ota Sakartvelo, — 1960. — 30 s.)
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G.Changashvili?® in 1970, I.Adamian?’ in 1979, and finally by
T.G.Papuashvili?® in 2013 were published. In these works, where
serious historical distortions have been made, opinions derived from
a subjective approach to certain ethnographic materials collected
from places, and considerations without any scientific basis have
been given, the aim was to falsify the history of the region, not to
forget the fictitious “Ingiloy issue”, as well as to lay the ground for
territorial claims to the territories of North-Western Azerbaijan.

2) Most of the existing studies in the field of Azerbaijani-
Georgian mutual relations are devoted to scientific disputes about
whether the state of Shirvan was subordinate or vassal to the
Georgian kingdom in the 12th century. Y.A.Pakhomov, who is
considered one of the first investigators of Shirvan-Georgian mutual
relations, in a series of his works claims that Shirvan was in a vassal
dependency of Georgia®®. Academician V.V.Bartold noted that the
Shirvan state was in a vassal dependency of the Georgian

% Bsbpodzowo, 3.Lsobgomm  (gmadsgome-obEmmonmo  bsm3zgzo) /

2.656958300. — mdoobio: dgaboghgds, — 1970. — 65 93. (Canqasvili, G.
Saingilo (tarixi-cografi ogerk) / G.Canqasvili. — Thilisi: Metsniereba, — 1970. — 65 s.)

2 55809, 0. J5HOYEOo bsbrEo buryOmmIMdn3™gds, Fab. 3 (Lsobyowm) /
0.55805. — MVOEOLO: bgewmagbgds, — 1979. — 259 3. (Adamia, I. Giircil xalq
memarligy, c. 3 (Saingilo) / I.Adamia. — Thilisi: Xelovneba, — 1979. — 259 s.)

B 3530998300, . Lo0baoml  obEM®ool B3M3393900:  LodsGmzgamls
50aMdolsy s 25dmblibolomgol  dMdms  353-9olgbol  asdm  /
0.35395030¢0. — 0000oLO: OGHBM)0, — 2013. — 308 @3. (Papuasvili, T.
Saingilo tarixina dair ogerklor: Qax-Eliseni ugrunda Giirciistanin dirilis vo qurtulus
miibarizesi / T.Papuagvili. — Thilisi: Artanuji, — 2013. — 308 s.)

2 Tlaxomos, E.A. MoHeTHbIe Kiapl AsepOali/ikaHa u JIpyTrux PeciyOinK, KpaeB U
obnacreii KaBkasa: [8 BoimyckoB] / E.A.ITaxomoB. — baky: M3natenscTBo AkageMun
Hayk AsepOaiimkanckoit CCP, — Beimyck VII. — 1957. — c. 33; ITaxomos, E.A.
Kparkuii xypc ucropun AszepOarimkana. C MpuUIoKEHHEM 3KCKypca MO HUCTOPHH
nmpBanniaxos XI-XIV BB. (Ha mpaBax pyxommcn) / E.A.Ilaxomos. — baky: 1-oe
tum. Tpya. T-a, — 1923. — c¢. 32, 33, 36, 37, 45, 47; ITaxomos, E.A. Ilaiirakapas -
Baiinakan - Open-kana. Tpyasl AzepOaiimkaHckoit (OpeHKATMHCKOM) SKCTICAUITIH,
tom 1, 1953-1955 r.// [175 BeImyckoB] — Mocksa-Jlernnrpas:MUA CCCP, Ne 67, —
W3-80 AH CCCP, —1959. —c. 26.
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kingdom®°, but on the coins of the Shirvanshahs was stated that they
were only dependent on the Seljuk sultans of Irag. V.F.Minorski
wrote that “Shirvan was under Georgian influence for a hundred
years until 1223”32, M.A.Seyfeddini and A.M.Mirabdullayev based
on numismatic materials wrote: “Shirvanshah Manuchihr 111 did not
depend on the Georgian tsars; he only maneuvered between them
and the Seljuk sultans to protect his state”>2,

A.A.Alizadeh in his article dedicated to Shirvan-Georgian
relations®*, as well as in his review as the editor in charge to the
“History of Shirvan and Derbent” * written by V.F.Minorski
strongly objects to the fact that Shirvan was under Georgian
influence and that the Georgian tsars added the title “sharvansha” to
their titles, notes that Arabic and Persian sources do not confirm this.
Academician Z.M.Bunyadov in his article “Shirvan and Georgia in
the first half of the 12th century” 3 and in chapter X of the “History

30 Bapromba, B.B. Mecro npukachmiickux obnacTeil B MCTOPHH MyCYJILMAHCKOIO
mupa // Counnenus: [B 9 tomax] / B.B.bapronba. — Mocksa: Hayka, — 1. II, 4. I, —
1963. —c. 692.

Bapromen, B.B. IHuppanmax. Cratbu u3 «OHIMKIONEIUH  HCIAMay
//Counnenust:[B 9 Tomax] / B.B.Bapronba. — Mocksa: Hayka, — . Il, 4. I, — 1963. —
c. 877.

32 Munopcku, B.®. Uctopus 1lupsana u Jepbenna X-XI sexos / B.®.Munopcku. —
Mocksa: U3aatensctBo Boctounoii muteparypsl, — 1963. — c. 180.

33 Ceitpemnn, M.A.JleHesxHoe oOpallieHHe 1 MOHETHoe feio Asep6aiimkana 1X-
XIV BekoB (npu ¢eonansaoMm rocynapcrse Lllupsanmaxos u Wibaern3unos) (1o
JaHHbIM Hymu3matukh) / M.A.Ceiidenmuan, A.M.Mupa6nynnaes. — baky: Nafta —
Press, —2004. — c. 52.

34 Anu-zane, A.A. K Borpocy 06 0CBEILEHMH IHPBAHO-TPY3UHCKUX OTHONIEHHUH B XI-
XII Bekax (crathst mepsas) // — baky: Mseectuss AH AsepOaiimkana. Cepus
ucropuy, prrocodun u npaea (CUDIT), — 1977. Ne 4, —c. 73-85.

8 Amm-3ame, A.A. OT OTBETCTBEHHOTO penaktopa. B kuure: B.®. Munopckuii
HUcropust Iupeana u depbenna X-XI Bekos // Munopcku, B.®. Hcropust Llupeana
n [epbenna X-XI BekoB, — Mocksa: M3narensctBo BocrowHoit nmteparypsl, —
1963. —c. 8-12.

% Bynustos, 3.M. I'pysus u Llnpeau B nepsoii nonosune XII Bexa / — mdoobo:
Lodo®omggem  Gnliosggerol  bobsdo:  Mbomoeggerol  @sdowgdol 800
Herobomsgolbsdo dodmgbowo 3Ggdwemo. — 1966. — ag. 281-292. (— Thilisi:
Rustaveli dovriinde Giirciistan: Rustavelinin anadan olmasimin 800 illiyino hosr
olunmus toplu. — 1966. — s. 281-292).
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of Azerbaijan”®" published under his editorship, dedicated to
Shirvan-Georgian relations, clarified the relations of the
Shirvanshahs with the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom. It was determined
that S.Ashurbeyli, who partially touched on the relations of the
Shirvanshahs and Georgia®, none of the facts that she wanted to
connect with the Georgians were related to the relations of the
Shirvanshahs and the Georgian kingdom. Although the article by
R.A.Huseynov and S.S.Aliyarov on the history of the allied relations
between Azerbaijan and Georgia in the 12th century®® is dedicated to
the characteristic features of Shirvan’s relations with the Georgian
kingdom, the title correctly emphasizes the allied relations of
Azerbaijan and Georgia.

On the whole, mutual relations between Azerbaijan and
Georgia in the middle ages have not been comprehensively
investigated, except for the state of the Shirvanshahs; the relations of
other feudal states of Azerbaijan with Georgia have not become the
object of special research. This can be considered as the first attempt
to comprehensively investigate the mutual relations between
Azerbaijan and Georgia in the Middle Ages, the methodical
materials for the history course of Azerbaijan diplomacy on the
subject “Azerbaijan-Georgian relations in the second half of the 9th
- the beginning of the 13th century”*®. Certain aspects of mutual
relations of the Azerbaijani and the Georgian feudal states have been
included to one degree or another in different types of invstigations.
In M.Kh.Sharifli’s work, a special place was given to the relations of

37 Azorbaycan tarixi (an qodim zamanlardan XX asradok). Ali moktoler iigiin dorslik. /
Red. heyoti. Z.M.Biinyadov, T.O.Biinyadov, ©.Q.Soforli vo b.; Miollif.
Y.B.Yusibov va b. — I cild. — Baki: Azarnosr, —1994. —s. 294-299.

38 Amyp6eiimn, C. Tocynapcrso lupsanmaxos /C.AurypGeiinma. — Baky: D, —
1983. — c. 116-117; Amyp6eiimn, C. HWcropus ropona baky / C.AnrypOeiinn. —
baky: Azepnerp, —1992. —c. 89.

% T'yceiinos, P.A. U3 uctopuu Coro3HbIX OTHOIIEHHH AsepOaiimkana u Ipysuu B XII
B. / P.AT'yceiinos, C.C.Anmsipos // Elmi osarlor: tarix va folsofo seriyasi, — Baki: —
1977. Ne 4, —s. 23-31.

40 Bliyev, S.H. IX osrin ikinci yarisi—XIII asrin ovvallorindo Azorbaycan-Giirciistan
miinasibatlori. “Azorbaycan diplomatiyas1 tarixi” kursu iizro metodik vosait
/$.H.Oliyev — Baki: Kitab alomi, — 2007. — 48 s.
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Ganja Shaddadi Emirate with the Georgian Tsardom*. In
monograph “The Tiflis Emirate” by Rashad Mustafa, the place and
role of the Tiflis Emirate in Azerbaijani-Georgian mutual relations
has been clarified*?. In his researches R.A.Huseynzadeh tries to
clarify the nature of mutual relations between Azerbaijan and
Georgia in the 12th century®, to show the characteristic features of
Georgian-Shirvan relations, and presents the relations of the
Azerbaijani Atabey state with Georgia from a general context*4,

In academician Z.M.Bunyadov’s researches great attention is
given to the relations of the Atabeys* and Shirvanshahs*® with
Georgians, is clarified the Azerbaijani-Georgian relations in the
second half of the 12th - beginning of the 13th centuries, and
addressed the issues related to Georgians during Sultan Jalaladdin’s
marches to Azerbaijan*’.

3) In the first paragraph of Chapter | of the dissertation, the
researches dedicated to one degree or another to the investigation of
the political history and historical geography of the northwestern
region of Azerbaijan (Albania) are dealt in detail. Here, the modern
researchers who interpreted the ancient sources confirming that the
lands of North-Western Azerbaijan (Albania) extended to the Darial
pass:  works by  Z.M.Bunyadov®  F.J.Mammadova®,

41 Sorifli, M.X. IX osrin ikinci yarisi—XI osrlorda Azorbaycan feodal dovlotlori /
M.X.Sorifli. — Baki: EIm, — 1978. —s. 197-199, 211-212, 220-222.

42 Mustafa, R.O. Tiflis omirliyi / ©.R.Mustafa. — Baki: Turan NPB, —2019. - 412 s.

4 T'yceitu-3ane, P.A. Kaskas u cempaxyku / P.AI'yceitn-3ane. — Baxy: Kapkas, —
2010. — c. 108-124; Yeno onun: CempmKyKckas smoxa uctopunm KaBkasa/
P.A T'yceiin-3ane. — Mocksa: Kremlin Multimedia, — 2013. — c. 96-103.

4 Tyceiin-3ame, P.A. Kommsun Ha Kapkase: uctopmueckue odepku / P.A T'yceiin-
3aze. — baky: 0. u., — 2013. — c. 96-107.

4 Biinyadov, Z.M. Azorbaycan Ataboylori dovleti (1136-1225-ci illar) /
Z.M.Biinyadov. — Baki: Sarg-Qorb, — 2007. —s. 58-66, 106-110, 116-118.

46 Yeno orada, —S. 163-166, 173-178.

47 Bymusros, 3.M. Tocynapcteo Xopesmmaxos-AHymrernnuaos (1097-1231) /
3.M.Bynustos. — Mocksa: Hayka, — 1986. — c. 166-169.

48 Bynusito, 3.M. HoBble naHHble 0 MecTOHaxox/eHuH kpenoctu 1laku // — Baky:
IAH Aszep6. CCP,—1959. — 1. XV. Ne 9, —¢. 869-872.

4 Mommodova, F.C. Azarbaycanm (Albaniyanin) siyasi tarixi vo tarixi cografiyasi /
F.C.Mammadova. — Baki: Azarnagr, — 1993. —s. 126-127, 134, 136-137.
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G.A.Geybullayev®, V.Z.Piriyev®!, A.Yanovski®?, S.T.Yeremian®?,
K.V.Trever®, M.Brosse, N.Bogomolov®®, B.A.Dorn%,
A.A.Tuallagov®, I.Adamia®, T.G.Papuashvili®® and others were
analyzed. Works by F.J.Mammadova®, G.A.Geybullayev®!,
V.Bagrationi®?, Y.S.Takayshvili®®, K.S.Kekelidze®, B.S.Esadze®,

%0 Teitoynnaes, I.A. K sTHOreHesy asepOaiimkanues, 1.1 / T.A.Teitynnaes. — Baky:
Omm, — 1991, — c. 34, 152-153.

51 Piriyev, V.Z. Azarbaycanin tarixi-siyasi cografiyasi / V.Z.Piriyev. — Baki: Miiollim,
—2006. - 148 s.

52 duosckuif, A. O npesreii Kapkasckoit An6anuu / — CankrnerepOypr: XKypHan
MuHHCTEpCTBa HapoaHoro mpocsernenuss (QKMHIT), — 1846. — 4. 52, Ne 10-12, — c.
97-136.

%3 Epemsn, C.T. PannedeonanbHble rocyaapctsa 3akaekasbs B 11I-VII BB. // — Ouepku
uctopun CCCP (III-IX BB): [B 9 Tomax]. Ilon pen. H.dpyxunuHa. — Mockaa:
Axanemus Hayk CCCP, — 1. 2 — 1958. — c. 303.

% Tpesep, K.B. Ouepku no uctopuu 1 Kynsrype Kaskasckoii AnbanuulV B. 10 H. 3. -
III B/ K.B.Tpeep. — Mocksa-Jlenunrpan: M3znatenscteo AH CCCP, — 1959. — 391
c.

%5 Ny6posun, H.®. McTopHs BOHHBI M BIAIBIMECTBA PyCCKHX Ha Kapkasze: T.1. —

Ouepk KaBkaza u HaponoB, ero Hacemwtomux, Ka. 3. — bubmmorpadrdeckuii

yKazarelb UCTOYHUKOB K MepBbIM JByM Kauram:[T. 1-6] / H.®.JlyopoBun. — CaHkT-

IerepOypr: Tunorpadus [demapramenta ymenos, T. I, ku. III. — 1871. — c. 4;

boromosios H. Anbanckue Bopora // — KaBka3. [asera mnonuTuueckas wu

sureparypHast. — 1850. 8 despai, Ne 11. —¢. 42-43.

Hopx, B.A. Kacmmii: o mnoxomax HapeBHHX pycckux B Tabapucrad, ¢
JIOTIOJTHUTETIbHBIMY CBEACHHUSAMH O APYTUX Haberax ux Ha mpuOpexbs Kacmuiickoro
mopsi / B.A JlopH. — CankrnerepOypr: Tunorpadus Axagemuu Hayk, — 1875. — c.
336.

57 Tyamaros, A.A. Jlapbsii - "Bopota anan" // — Bnanukaska3: Wssectus COUT'CH, —
2018. — Breimyck 27, — c. 15-30.

%8 5@5009, 0. J5OHMMEO BsbM®O bMOMMIMIR3ORs, §ab. 3 (Lsobyowm), —
a3- 167. (Adamia, I. Giircii xalq memarligy, c. 3 (Saingilo), —s. 167).

% Manyamsuy, T.I'. Borpock! ucropuu petH, —C. 7.

8 Mommadova, F.C. Azorbaycanin (Albaniyanmn) siyasi tarixi vo tarixi cografiyasi, —
s. 123-124.

b1 I'eiibynnaes, I'.A. K stHOreHesy asepbaiimxannes, — ¢. 160, 163, 170.

62 Tlapepnu Baxymrru. T'eorpadus I'pysun / BeneHue, nmepeBoj M NpUMEYaHHs
M.I" JxxanamBumi. — Tudc: 3amucku KOUPT'O, — ku. XXIV, — Boim. 5, — 1904, —
c. 100-129.

56
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N.A.Berdzenishvili®®, G.V.Tsulaya®, M.G.Janashvili®,
G.A.Melikishvili®, T.G.Papuashvili™, G.Changashvili™,
D.L.Muskhelishvili’?, G.Grigolia” and others who studied the
information about the Sheki/Hereti country, its borders and
inhabitants in medieval Georgian sources distinguished by their
objectivity, were analyzed.

63 Takaitmsumu, E.C. McTouHMKM Ipy3HHCKUX Netonucei. O6pamenue I'pysum /
IepeBon capeprerpysuackoro E.C.TakaiimBum. — Tupmic: CMOMIIK [B 46
Tomax ], — BeIL. XXVIII, —1900. —c. 8.

* 3030wody, 3. gHoyEde  d3gwo  POOIWo  @odHIBAGIHL
obEBHMM00sb: [14 BHmIs] / 3.U.3939¢0dg. - MdOEOLO: Lobgedf. «bog., — @.
Il. — 1945. — g3. 315-316. (Kekelidze K.S.Qadim giircli odabiyyat: tarixins dair
etiidlor: [14 cildds] / K.S.Kekelidze. — Thilisi: Dvlat Universiteti, — ¢. I, — 1945, —
s. 315-316).

8 Dcamse, B.C. Jleromuch I'pysuu. IO6uneiineii c6opuuxk k 300-meturo
HapctBoBanust Jloma PomanoBbix JlepxkaBHbIX IlokpoButeneil Ipy3HHCKOrO
napona. 1613-1913 / 5.C.Ocanze. — Tuduuc: N3nanue ku. [L.U. Tymanosa, — 1913.
—Bomn. 1 [u eauHCTB. ], — C. 25.

86 39Md9bod30eo, b.  LodoBmggerml  olEmmool  Lsgoobgdo [ b.
09Mdqbodz0eo. — dowLO: dg3bogtgds, — 1975. — foabo VIII — 43. 623.
(Berdzenigvili N. Giirciistanin tarixi mosalolori / N.Berdzenisvili. — Thilisi:
Metsniereba, —1975. — VIII cild, —s. 623.

67 Mposemu Jleontu. JKusub Kapruiickux napeii / IlepeBos ¢ JpeBHErpy3HHCKOTO,
npenucioBue u kommentapuu ['.B.1{ysas. — Mocksa: Hayka, — 1979. —c. 42.

68 Tlapesru Baxyurru. leorpagus I'pysuu, —c. 131.

8 Memukumeunn T.A. K wucropuu napesneii I'pysuu [/ T.A.MenukumBum. —
Towumicn: U3n-Bo Akan. Hayk ['py3. CCP, — 1959.—c. 123, 125, 297.

70 35358300, ®. 39M900L ObEHMOOOL Lszombgdo, — g3. 68, 70. (Papuasvili, T.
Ereti tarixinin mesalalori, —s. 68, 70); 35395930000, ®. Msbms ©s 39Hms bdgmm
(VHI-XT bb.), — ag3. 287. (Papuagvili, T. Ranlar v kaxlar ¢arlig1 (VIII-XI asrlr), —s.
287).

1 B569,5830¢00, @ Lo0brOEM (9MaM55300-0bEMOOMO 656033930), — 83- 26.
(Canqagvili, G. Saingilo (tarixi -cografi ocerk), — S. 26).

2 Mycxemmswd, J1.JI. M3 uctopudeckoii reorpadun Bocrounoit Ipysuu: 1laku u
Torapena / JI.J1. Mycxenumusuim. — Towmmcu: Mernuepe6a, — 1982, — ¢. 16-17.

3 Tpuronus, K. O uem nosepana “Kaprime nxospe6a” / K.Ipuronus. — Toumcw,
I'anatne6a, — 1973. — c. 19-20.

17



Works by S.T.Yeremian’, D.L.Muskhelishvili™,
G.A.Geybullayev’®, F.J.Mammadova’’ and others, who had
analyzed data about North-Western Albanian provinces in medieval
Armenian sources, were reviewed. Works by V.F.Minorski’®,
Z.M.Bunyadov’®, N.M.Velikhanly®, N.A.Karaulov®,
S.A.Kovalevski®?, M.I.Artamonov®, Y.A.Pakhomov®,
A.R.Shikhsaidov® and others who researched the information about
Filan kingdom and Sheki country in medieval Arab sources have
been used.

In his work “From the historical geography of Eastern
Georgia: Sheki and Gogarena” & D.L.Muskhelishvili actually tried
to investigate the issues of the historical geography of the North-
Western Azerbaijan region. The true intention of the author trying to

"4 Epemsn, C.T. Crpana “Maxenonus” naanucu Kaaba u 3apaymr // — Mocksa:
BN, — 1967. Ne 4, — c. 47-59.

S Mycxemumsunu, J1.J1. Gostarilon osori, —s. 16-18.

76 Teit6ynnaes, I'.A., Gostarilon osari, — s. 156-157.

" Mommadova, F.C. Gostarilon asari, —S. 141.

8 Munopcku, B.®. Uctopus lupsana u Jlepoenna X-XIsexos, — C. 137-138.

9 Biinyadov, Z.M. Azarbaycan VII-IX osrlords, —s. 40.

8 Volixanli, N.M. Azorbaycan VII-XII osrlorda: tarix, menbolor, sorhlor /
N.M.Valixanl. — Baki, Elm va tohsil, — 2016. —s. 195-198, 221-227, 272-273.

8l Cpenenusa apabckux nucateneil o Kaskase, Apmenuu u AnepOeiimkane: |, an-

Uctaxpuii / Tlepesox u npumeuanust H.A.Kapaymnosa. — Tudpmic: CMOMIIK [B 46

tomax ], — Beir. XXIX, — 1901. — ¢. 15-16, 66; II, 6H an-Daxux / — Bbim. XXX —

1902. — c. 11, 15, 41; 111, U6un Xopmanoex; 1V, Kynama; V, U6u Pycta; VI, an-

Skyou / — Beim. 32, — 1903. — c¢. 15-17; VII, an-Mykagnacwuii; VIII, Macymum; 1X,

N6H Xaykan / — e 38, — 1908. —c. 52, 53.

KopameBckn, C.A. “Kumra Iltomemes” B cBOE HCTOPHYECKOH Teorpadum
npukacnus / - Jleanarpaxn: Vssectust Beecoro3Horo reorpadudeckoro oomecrsa, —
1953. Ne 1, —s. 33.

8  Apramonos, M.M. WUcropus xasap. Ilogx penakuuedl W ¢ TpUMEYaHUSAMH
JL.H.I'ymunésa / M.1.Apramonos. — Jlenunrpan: M3narensctBo ['ocynapcTBeHHOrO
Opmutaxa, — 1962. —c. 227.

84 ITaxomos, E.A. 3axaransckas “J]manas crena” / — Baky: Tpyas Azep6aiiakanckoro
YHHUBepcHTeTa, cepus ucropuueckasi, — 1950. — o |, — c. 68-90.

8 TIlluxcamnos, A.P. K Bonpocy o nokamusauuu Pumana / — Maxaukana,
Onomacruka Kaskasza, —1976. — c. 79-81.

8 Mycxemumsum, JI.JI. U3 uctopudeckoii reorpaguu Bocrounoit Ipysuu: llaku u
Torapena / I.J1. Mycxenumusumi. — Tomwmcu: Mernuepeda, — 1982. — 101c.
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present “Sheki as Eastern Georgia” is clear from the name of the
work. D.L.Muskhelishvili’s attempts to present the historical
northwestern provinces of Azerbaijan (Albania) Sheki and
Cambysene, as well as the southwestern provinces of Girdiman and
Sakasena as “ancient Georgian lands” were thoroughly exposed by
F.J.Mammadova®’.

S.A.Suleymanova also dedicated several articles on the ethno-
political history of the northwestern region of Azerbaijan (Albania).
As one of the co-authors of the monograph “The history of North-
Western Azerbaijan”, she viewed the historical geography and
ethno-political history of North-Western Albania®®, and conducted
important research on the ethno-political history of North-Western
Albania®, as well as the northwestern border region of Albania in
the light of the archetypes of local sources®.

The object and subject of the research.The object of the
research is to elucidate the place and role of Sheki realm in medieval
Azerbaijani-Georgian relations based on the materials on the history
of Sheki realm in the late 9th-early 13th centuries. The subject of the
research is the investigation characteristic features of Azerbaijani-
Georgian relations in the relevant period, history and relations with
the neighbors of the Sheki realm, which arose in the northwestern
region of Azerbaijan, as well as the historical geography of the
ancient and medieval period of the northwestern Azerbaijan.

87 Mawmenopa, @. TTonuTryeckas UCTOpUs M MCTOpUUecKas reorpadus Kapkasckoid
Anbanuu (11l B 10 w.3.—-VIII B H.3.) / ®.Mamenosa. — baky, Dnam, — 1986. — ¢.127-
143.

8 Simal-Qorbi Azorbaycan tarixi / Layihonin rohbori vo &n sdziin miiollif
Y.M.Mahmudov, Miaslliflar: $.9liyev, S.Oliyeva, S.Siileymanova [va b.]. — Bak,
Sarg-Qarb, —2011. —s. 16-41.

8 Cyneiimanosa, C.A. DTHONONMTHYECKAS MCTOPHS CEBEPO-3aNaHON AJOaHMU B
CBETE apXETUIIOB B MECTHBIX MCTOYHHKAX // — baky: M3Bectns HAHA (uctopus,
¢dunocodus u mpaso), — 2004. Ne 4, — ¢.52-82.

% Siileymanova, S.O. Albaniyanin simal-qarb serhad bolgasi Lpiniya-Ereti / — Bak:
AMEA Tarix Institutunun Elmi asarlori, — 2007. — 20-ci cild, — s. 56-75. Yeno onun:
“Kacrmiickme  BopoTa” B ambanckod obmactw  Jlmummms.  /Marepuansl
MexnynaponHoii koH(pepenmmm “Jlopora Crpabona kak dYacTe Bemmkoro
[Henkosoro mytu”. MULIAU mox srunoit KOHECKO. — Baky, — 2008. — ¢.127-132.
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The goals and objectives of the research.The purpose of the
research is to clarify the place and role of Sheki realm in
Azerbaijani-Georgian relations at the end of the 9th-beginning of the
13th centuries, to justify the characteristic features of Azerbaijani-
Georgian relations, to study the issues directly related to this
problem - the history of Sheki realm, and as a whole, the political
history and historical geography of the North-Western Azerbaijan in
the ancient and middle ages.

Taking into account the goal during the research, based on a
wide range of sources and special literature materials the following
specific tasks were fulfilled:

v" Investigation of the objective history of our historical lands
in the north-west of Azerbaijan within the scientific direction
“History of the lost lands”. The place and role of Sheki realm in
Azerbaijani-Georgian relations in the late 9th-early 13th centuries,
as well as the elimination of gaps in our national historiography in
the field of researching the history of Sheki realm. Clarification of
the artificially created complicated scientific problem in Caucasian
studies in the last two hundred years and exposition of the attempts
of some foreign researchers to falsify the history of Azerbaijan;

v Analysis of data on the historical geography of North-
Western Azerbaijan from ancient Greek, Roman, medieval
Albanian, Arab, Armenian, Georgian sources and obtaining correct,
objective scientific results;

v/ To create a general picture of the processes related to the
northwestern provinces in the context of the political history of
Azerbaijan (Albania) from ancient times to the mid of the 9th
century;

v  To show the stages and intensity of the spread of
Christianity in Albania from the 1st century to the 6th century. To
analyze the reasons and consequences of the Christian population
remaining anti-Chalkidonian (Monophysite) in North-western
Albania until the 11th century. A critical approach to the traditional
presentations full of distortions regarding dogmatic differences and
disagreements in Sheki realm and providing objective historical
reality.
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v To examine the process of creating semi-independent small
kingdoms along the northern mountain passes during the Sasanian
period. Proposing a new concept in the issue of Filan kingdom or
“mysterious Filan” in historiography.

v" North-western region of Azerbaijan (Albania) - the target of
Caliphate armies: to investigate the process of Sheki, Cambysene
rulers and Filanshah being able to maintain their nominal power by
obeying the Arabs in the new political conditions.

v" In the conditions of the caliphate’s collapse, “Restoration of
the decayed state of Albania” by Prince Grigor Hammam the pious,
a new view on the dynastic concept of M.Kalankatuklu (Movses
Kaghankatvatsi) regarding Hammam?’s successors.

v To clarify the struggle of Sahag, the great prince of
Albania, called Sevada, for the right-bank Albanian provinces.

v To shed light on the issues related to the beginning of the
invasive marches of the Georgian rulers towards the East and
threatening the Sheki lands.

v Clarifying the issue of the end of the power of Adarnerseh
dynasty in the left-bank Albanian provinces (Sheki realm) with the
restoration of the long-lost state through Senekerim.

v" To clarify the process of unification of the Sheki realm and
the Kakheti principality into a single state and the relations with the
neighbors during the reign of Kvirike 11l the Great and based on
numismatic materials to elucidate the important aspects of political,
economic and ideological history of the country.

v" Unreaveling the essence of the United Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti
policy against the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom in the struggle for the
declining Tiflis Emirate.

v' To investigate the consequences of Sultan Alp-Arslan’s
march to the Caucasian countries, including Sheki, the high political
activity of the ruler Akhsartan | and the process of his rise to
regional leadership.

v" Investigation of the stages of the spread of Islam in North-
Western Azerbaijan in the early Middle Ages.

v To reveal the essence of the aggressive policy of the
Georgian king David IV, his achievement in the occupation of Sheki
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realm, to analyze the results of his first victory in the battle of
Ersukhi.

v The formation of the border Sheki/Hereti eristavity within
the Georgian kingdom, the Sheki eristavs, to study the causes,
course and results of the 1178 year’s Sheki rebellion.

v Tracing the processes taken place in Sheki region during
the campaigns of the Mongols and the Khorezmians.

v To make suggestions based on the final propositions arising
from the research.

Methods of research. Historical, logical and systematic
methods are taken as the basis among general scientific methods. In
the research work, the evolutionary process of all events and objects
was analyzed within the defined space (logical method) and time
(historical method), and the transition from the concrete to the
abstract (the transition to essence-content and formal-quantitative
models, as well as the transition to creation of deductive-integral
models) was important. Systematic approach and analysis, methods
of cause-and-effect analysis, traditional types of specific historical
methods: historical-genetic, historical-comparative, historical-
typological and structural-functional analysis were used during the
research. The principles of scientific character, objectivity and
historicity were used as the methodological and theoretical basis of
the research in the dissertation.

The main source for writing the dissertation was various
specific written sources and literary materials. When researching the
ancient and early medieval political history and historical geography
of the region, the ancient authors (Strabo, Plutarch, Ptolemy,
Cornelius  Tacitus, Pliny), early medieval  Albanian
(M.Kalankatuklu, Kirakos Gandzaketsi, Mkhitar Gosh), Armenian
(7th century Armenian geography, Vardapet Gevond, Ovanes
Drashkhanakertsi, Stepanos Asokhik of Taron, Vardan the Great,
Vardapet Aristakes Lastivertsi, Monk Magakia), Georgian (Yakov
Tsurtaveli, Leonti Mroveli, Sumbat Davitisdze and Kartlis
tskhovreba collection), Muslim (Al-Baladhuri, Ibn Khordadbeh,
Yaqubi, Ibn al-Fagih , Ahmad ibn A’sam al-Kufi, al-Mas’udi, Ibn
Havgal, al-Mugaddasi, Ibn al-Asir, Yaqut Hamawi, Ibn Rusta,
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Shihabaddin Muhammad al-Nasawi, Ahmad ibn Lutfullah (head
astrologer), Sadreddin Ali al-Huseini) and other sources have been
widely used. Along with using a wide range of sources on the
subject, for the first time the author formed a new attitude to
medieval Georgian sources in national historiography and analized
them thoroughly.

In writing the dissertation.the researches carried out in the
fields of archaeology, anthropology, numismatics, etc., as well as
modern scientific-theoretical researches, were also used.

The main provisions of the defence are the following:

— Ancient sources confirm that the lands of North-Western
Albania extended to the Darial pass (Sarmatian gates) and that these
gates formed the border between Iberia and Albania. From this
viewpoint, the northwestern borders of Azerbaijan (Albania) in
antiquity cannot be limited to Hereti/Sheki province.

— The western borders of Albania were determined through a
written map drawn up by the ancient Greek author K.Ptolemy based
on special coordinates. Ptolemy’s map of the region has been
restored by arranging latitude and longitude coordinates for
hydronyms that have remained unchanged for millennia.

— Accurate and clear scientific conclusions have been reached
about the country of Hereti and its ancient inhabitants, the Hers
/Heretins, known to us from medieval Georgian sources. It has been
determined that the presentation of Hereti/Hers by some researchers
as Ereti/Ers is incorrect and lies at the basis of a major distortion
related to the history of the region.

— Based on Georgian sources, the western and northwestern
borders of the Sheki/Hereti country in the direction of Kartli have
been determined: the border line from the mouth of the Debed-
Khrami River (Khunani) to the mouth of the Samebis River, the
Samebis River to the Shuamta Mountains, the Turdos River to
Gulgulaya, along the Shtoris River to the Greater Caucasus; In the
direction of Tusheti the Lopotis River, Didoeti, Dagestan and the
Greater Caucasus Mountains.

— It has been determined that Hereti belonging to Her tribes
mentioned in medieval Georgian sources and Filan kingdom
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belonging to Filan tribes mentioned in Arab sources are the same.

— It has been proven on the basis of Georgian sources that the
missionary territory of Saint Nino, who popularized Christianity in
Iberia, did not include the lands of Hereti/Sheki. It has been
determined that as a result of the reforms of VVachagan I1I the Pious,
Christianity began to be spread rapidly among the North-Western
Albanian tribes from the end of the 5th century to the beginning of
the 6th century.

— In the face of attacks first by the Sassanians, then by the
Arabs, Javanshir, the first great prince of the country, tried to
strengthen himself in the left-bank Albanian provinces. The north-
western region of Azerbaijan (Albania) also became the target of the
Caliphate armies, and the warlord Salman ibn Rabia captured
Gabala and made peace with the Shakkan and Camiberan rulers and
the people of Filan on the condition of paying tribute.

— Arabs also used passes in the territory of Sheki and Filan in
their campaigns against the Khazars and the kings of the mountains.
North-western Azerbaijani tribes also took an active part in Arab
campaigns against the Khazars. The resettlement policy of the Arabs
included the transfer of a part of the mountain tribes to the vicinity
of Sheki and Khayzan. The Arab-Khazar conflict prevented the
rapid spread of Islam in the region.

— The issue of Sheki, the estate of Sahlin, and the existence of
two Shekis in Azerbaijan has been clarified: one of them is Sheki
province, located in the left-bank Albania, and the other is
Shakesene, one of the important administrative units of the Uti
province, which was located on the right-bank and consisted of nine
provinces. “Sahl’s property Sheki” should not be considered a
fortress or a town, but a large province with a length of
approximately 70 farsakhs, covering the area from Gabala to Telavi.

— Prince Grigor Hammam the pious managed to restore the
decayed state of Albania, became an active participant in the
political processes taking place in the region at that time as the ruler
of the country where Islam and Christianity came together and
coexistence was ensured.

— In Albania, after the ruler, the grand prince played an
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important role in ruling over the country. Sahag, the great prince of
Albania, called Sevada, who had troops of more than eight thousand
men consisting of well-armed and armored infantry and cavalry
regiments, had extensive civil and military power as the owner of
the right-bank provinces and the Girdiman fortress.

— During Yusuf ibn Abu-I-Saj’s campaigns in 907-914,
Albania, the Sheki realm which was in close relations with the Sajis,
was not troubled; on the contrary, the Albanian princes became the
only force supporting the Sajis in the region. Albanian princes also
took an active part in the splitting policy carried out by the Sajis in
relation to the Armenian principalities.

— Interests of the Albanian princes clashed with the Armenian
and Georgian princes in the matter of possession of Dzorapor region
and Uti province. Later, as a result of the insidious policy of the
Armenian prince, the dispute stemming from this led to the taking
hostage together with the great prince of Albania Grigor, the son of
Sahag and blinding, and attack of the Kakheti chorepiscope together
with the Abkhaz tsar on Sheki realm.

— In 918, with the war against the Sheki/Hereti realm together
with the chorepiscope of Kakheti and the Abkhaz tsar, the invasive
marches of the Georgian rulers to the East began. The fact that
Adarnerseh, the ruler of Sheki/Hereti, was related to the prince of
Tao-Klarjeti and held the title of patrician indicated his close ties
with the Byzantine Empire.

— During the reign of Sheki/Hereti ruler Ishkhanik, dogmatic
disputes and disagreements between Monophysites and Diophysites
caused great confusion in the country. Some members of the ruling
dynasty together with the Albanian Catholicoses tried to spread
Chalcidonism among the population, anti-Chalcidonism was re-
established with the struggle of the Monophysite- disposed Albanian
princes and the active intervention of the Armenian Catholicos.

— Senekerim, who restored the long-lost state in relation to the
right bank and the left bank, and was in power until 1003,
strengthened and waged successful wars against the Abkhaz tsar and
the Shirvanshahs, was supported by the neighboring states.

— During the wars started by the Abkhaz-Kartli tsar Bagrat 11l
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in order to seize the Kakheti and Sheki/Hereti lands, the rulers of
Sheki/Hereti united with chorepiscope David. This unification was a
joining of forces and efforts against a common enemy by the will of
the people and rulers of Sheki/Hereti.

— In 1014, Kvirike, the son of David, who separated from the
Georgian kingdom and was freed from captivity after a while, was
enthroned by the rulers of Sheki/Hereti and Kakheti as the first ruler
of the United State with title of the ruler of the Albanians/Rans and
Kakhs. It is completely wrong that some researchers distort the
historical facts and present this event not as a political unification,
but as the annexation of the Sheki realm by the Kakheti principality.

— The United Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti ruler, whom the Georgian
source calls Kvirike the Great, organized with his allies a military
campaign against the Ganja Emirate, defeated the Ossetian tsar
Urduren, who invaded Kakheti, was killed and he himself became a
victim of blood revenge as well.

— Gagik, ruler of the united Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti, many times
marched with his troops around Tiflis and prevented the city from
being captured by the Georgian king Bagrat IV. He skilfully used
the Bagrat IV-Liparit confrontation, which had lasted for many years
in the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom, and regularly sent his troops to help
his ally the eristavi of Kldekar.

— Faced with virtual three-sided military aggression during the
Seljuk campaign, the United Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti ruler Akhsartan I
was greatly weakened and lost territories from all directions.
Akhsartan 1, who obeyed Sultan Alp Arslan, undertook to pay
annual tribute, converted to Islam, and accompanied him during the
sultan’s campaign against the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom.

— Akhsartan I, who skilfully used the emir of Ganja, whom he
had captured accidentally, returned the southern lands of the
country, including the fortresses of Khornabuj and Aradeti, which
were under the control of the Shaddadis, and and then, in exchange
for giving the emir, he took over the town - fortresses of Bochorma
and Ujarma, which are considered the center of Kakheti, from the
Georgian tsar.

— After passing under the patronage of the Sultan, Akhsartan |

26



became much stronger, and the regional leadership again passed to
the United State. The Georgian tsar, unable to suppress the uprisings
in the country, in 1073, was forced to give the fortresses of Rustavi
and Losobanni to Akhsartan |, and entered into an alliance with the
United State in the fight against the opponents and the Seljuks.Under
increasing pressure from the Seljuks, Akhsartan gradually began to
distance himself from the sultan, and together with the Georgian tsar
in the Battle of Parskhisi he was able to defeat the new ruler of
Arran, Savtekin Alkhas. Akhsartan | was able to organize resistance
against the Seljuks in the fortress of Vejin, after that he obeyed the
sultan and was recognized as the ruler of the United State.

— The rulers of the country of Sheki, where Islam and
Christianity junced, where coexistence was ensured, not only kept
their Christian religion, but also adopted Islam.

— The start of the war by David IV against Kvirike IV, the
brave ruler of the united Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti and the capture of the
Zedazadeni fortress was his first attempt to take over the United
State and was of a local or reconnaissance nature. The capture of the
last ruler of the united Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti, Aksartan 1l by the
Baramoguls of Sheki/Hereti feudal kin and handing him over to
David 1V, reveals the important and leading role they played in the
country’s political life.

— David 1V, who tried to invade the Sheki realm and the
Shirvanshah state, had to clash with the Seljuk armies. The Georgian
tsar, who was able to win the victory over the Seljuks in the battle of
Ersukhi, faced strong resistance in a part of the country - in the city
of Sheki and the Kish fortress, and after 13 years of struggle - in
1117, the rulers of the Kish fortress breaking the resistance of the
Grigologullary family captured the fortress. The intention of David
IV, who received real strength from the Kipchaks, to subjugate the
Shirvan dynasty to Georgia had failed by his death.

— In connection with the occupation of Sheki/Hereti lands and
beginning of Georgianization policy, the Sheki/Hereti military-
administrative district (eristavity) was created. Although the names
of the first Sheki/Hereti eristavs are not known, it is identified from
Georgian sources that the first generation of eristavs was the sons of

27



Kolonkel that held this position at least from 1161 to 1184, after
which the second generation of eristavs, rulers of the Kish castle, the
sons of Grigol held this position.

—In 1178, in the uprising against the occupation, the people of
the former Sheki realm acted under the leadership of local rulers and
appealed to the neighboring mountain tribes for help. The rebels,
supported by neighboring Caucasian peoples, were defeated in a
decisive battle with Georgian troops. Despite this, it is known that
the excitement in the Sheki/Hereti eristavity had continued for
another 6 years, that this struggle was led by the rulers of Kish castle
Grigologullary, and in the end they seized the position of eristav by
force.

—Sheki lands avoided from the first reconnaissance expedition
of the Mongols to the South Caucasus. The Khorezmians had
plundered the coasts of Cambysene and lori for five years, and were
soon expelled from Sheki and Gabala, which they captured. During
the second campaign of the Mongols, the Sheki region was also
invaded and seriously destructed. Shota Kupari, the Eristav of
Sheki/Hereti, personally entered into an agreement with the Mongols
and obeyed, and as one of the four high official envoys of the
Georgian kingdom.was sent to the Mongols to negotiate. With the
consolidation of the Mongols in the South Caucasus, the Georgian
kingdom declined, and the territories of Sheki/Hereti and Kakheti
were kept as a whole within a single tumen.

Scientific novelty of the research.For the first time in our
national historiography —

— As one of the priority lines in the investigation of the history
of Azerbaijan’s international relations, based on the materials on the
history of Sheki realm the Azerbaijani-Georgian relations at the end
of the 9th — beginning of the 13th centuries were comprehensively
investigated as an independent research object, and the characteristic
features of Azerbaijani-Georgian relations in the relevant period
were revealed.

— The history of Sheki realm, which arose in the northwestern
region of Azerbaijan after the caliphate, has been studied
comprehensively and in-depth in the context of medieval
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Azerbaijani-Georgian feudal interstate relations.

— The historical geography and political history of the ancient
and early medieval period of North-Western Azerbaijan, which is
directly related to the study of the history of Sheki realm, were
investigated.

— On the basis of Leonti Mroveli’s “Life of the Georgian
tsars”, as well as the information of VVakhushti Bagration, who gave
the political geography of Georgia, it was possible to create a fairly
accurate and perfect picture of the borders and population of
Sheki/Hereti country.

— A new concept of Filan kingdom was put forward, and
concluded that it was located in South Dagestan and North-Western
Azerbaijan, in the southern foothills of the Caucasus Mountains.
Based on the Arab sources of the time, it was concluded that the
residence of the Filanshahs was a city called Khayzan, and therefore,
Khayzan is sometimes used in the meaning of Filan.

— During the ecclesiastical crisis caused by the attempt of the
Albanian Catholicos Bakur Nerses to subjugate the country to
Chalcidonism, it was determined that unlike Gabala and
Cambycene, the Sheki parish did not have Diophysite tendencies.

— A number of issues related to Prince Grigor Hammam the
pious, who restored the Albanian state, and his dynasty have been
clarified. The state founded by Grigor Hammam did not fall after his
death and Adarnerseh replaced him in power. The dynasty that
started with Grigor Hammam in Sheki realm was in power until
about 1010.

— The 886-919 years are defined as the period of the local
dynasty’s struggle for the restoration of the declined state of
Albania. The struggle of the local Albanian rulers, who tried to
consolidate themselves in the Albanian provinces on the right bank
from the time of Grigor Hammam, failed in 919. Following this, the
power of the Grigor Hammam dynasty continued in the left bank
areas, under the rule of Sheki realm.

— It was determined that aggression was prevented as a result
of the military and political steps taken by Adarnerseh, the ruler of
Sheki/Hereti, to eliminate the threat at the beginning of the invasive
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marches of the Georgian rulers towards the East.

— According to the information of the Georgian source
“Matiane Kartlisa” about the fact that all Hereti were pagans and
Monophysites until the reign of Ishkhanik, contrary to the fictional
concepts of the political, ethnic and religious history of modern
Eastern Georgia of the researchers who wanted to see Hereti as a
part of lberia since ancient times confirms that until the 11th
century, Hereti had nothing to do with Iberia.

— With the restoration of the long-lost state through
Senekerim, it was determined that the rule of the family by the line
of Adarnerseh in the left-bank Albanian provinces (Sheki realm)
came to an end.

— It was noted that the complex process leading to the
unification of the Sheki realm and the Kakheti principality into a
single state ended in 1014. It is justified that among the main factors
influencing the development of political relations and the unification
of these two countries into a single state is the joined efforts in the
fight against the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom, which threatened the
neighboring lands in the mentioned period.

— It was investigated the role of the “Shakis and Sanars” who
came to the aid of the Georgian Tsar defeated and persecuted by the
emperor, in which the United Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti state was
involved in the struggle against the Byzantine Empire, which began
to become active in the 20-30s of the 11th century.

— Based on the study of numismatic materials from the era of
Kvirike the Great important aspects of the country’s political,
economic, and ideological history have been highlighted. The
evolution of coinage and money emission in the country ultimately
led to the creation of the original type of Christian and Muslim
coins.

— It has been defined that the throne of Kvirike the Great was
owned by his nephew Gagik as the legal heir on the female line,
during his reign the relations with the Abkhaz-Kartli tsar were again
strained, he opposed the claims of the Georgian rulers to take
possession of the Tiflis Emirate by all means, and after the failed
siege of Tiflis, the Georgian tsar marched to Kakheti.

30



— The united Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti ruler Akhsartan |
succeeded in defending his country by making important political
moves against the Seljuks and Georgian rulers, maneuvering
between powerful rival countries and approaching one of his rivals
and fighting against the other, he officially converted to Islam and
taking refuge under the sultan’s protection had risen to the
leadership in the vie for the region.

— Despite the majority of its population being Christian-
Monophysite, Sheki realm became one of the countries where Islam
and Christianity junced as a result of the penetration of Islam in the
region in the 7th-12th centuries and coexistence was ensured. The
inability of the new religion to spread successfully in the North-
Western Azerbaijani lands during the Caliphate was caused by both
foreign intervention in the face of the Khazar Turks and the policy
of the Arabs towards the Christian population. The next wave of
Islam reached the tribes of North-Western Azerbaijan as well during
the Seljuk marches to Azerbaijan in the mid of the 11th century.

— At the end of the 11th - beginning of the 12th centuries, as a
result of the invasive marches of Georgian rulers towards the East
against the backdrop of the temporary weakening of the Islamic-
Turkish/Oghuz military-political factor in the region, and the
strengthening of the Kipchak-Turkish factor the United
Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti state collapsed.

— Despite the fact that the territories of the former Sheki realm
became a border military-administrative district within the Georgian
kingdom, the Sheki/Hereti eristavity was distinguished by its activity
in interstate relations. The most glorious page in the struggle of the
people of Sheki/Hereti eristavity for the restoration of statehood is
the 1178 year’s uprising against the occupation.

— Processes taken place in Sheki region in the first half of the
13th century, during the campaigns of the Mongols and the
Kharazemshah Jalaladdin under the name of organizing resistance
against the Mongols and their consolidation in Azerbaijan were
traced.

— The author included numerous and previously unused
valuable materials from the collection “Kartlis tskhovreba” into the
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scientific circulation.

Theoretical and practical significance of the research.
Materials that were revealed and involved in the scientific
circulation and the scientific results obtained from them in
connection with the clarification of the place and role of Sheki realm
in the Azerbaijani-Georgian relations at the end of the 9th -
beginning of the 13th centuries, can be used to create an objective
scientific picture of the relevant period of the Azerbaijan history, as
well as the history of the Caucasus, to which it is organically
connected, also can make an important contribution to the
elimination of numerous historical distortions. The materials and
conclusions of the dissertation can help in the preparation of general
works and textbooks on the history of Azerbaijan and the Caucasus,
and in depth study of the historical geopolitical processes that took
place in Azerbaijan and the Caucasus during the Renaissance.
Besides, it can be used in the preparation of monographic works and
collections dedicated to the history of the northwestern region of
Azerbaijan.

The results of the research can serve to further expand and
deepen the relations of friendship and strategic cooperation observed
in Azerbaijani-Georgian interstate relations in modern times. The
results of the dissertation work can be used in the instructive-
teaching process, in the teaching of the history of international
relations of Azerbaijan. Higher and secondary school teachers can
use the research work as the main material in the preparation of
lecture texts on history, courses on regional studies, and Caucasian
studies, as well as in conducting special courses and seminars.

Approbation and application. The main propositions of the
dissertation have been reflected in the monographs of the author
“North-Western Azerbaijan: Ingiloys” (17.5 print units.), “Sheki:
from the ancient times to the present day” (p. 96-120), which he co-
authored, and 20 articles (including 7 of them were published
abroad). On certain issues, the author gave reports at scientific
sessions and conferences (12 conference materials and theses) held
at Baku Slavic University, Institute of History of ANAS, Kayseri,
Ordu and Istanbul in Turkey, Tiflis, capital of Georgia, Bishkek,
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capital of Kyrgyzstan.

The organization where the dissertation work was
performed. The dissertation was prepared, discussed and approved
at the Department of International Relations of the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences of Baku Slavic University.

The total volume of the dissertation. The total volume of the
dissertation is 570605 characters (including the bibliography,
additions and abbreviations). Including Title page - 426, Contents -
3653, Introduction - 62677, Chapter | - 135975, Chapter Il - 87329,
Chapter I11 - 130006, Chapter 1V - 85960, Conclusion - 25603 signs.

Il. THE MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION

In the Introduction, the relevance of the subject is
substantiated, the degree of development is analyzed, the object and
subject of the research, goals and tasks, research methods, the main
propositions and scientific innovation that are defended, the
theoretical and practical importance of the research, the approval
and application of the work, the organization where it was carried
out, the structural divisions of the dissertation are noted, and the
volume is indicated in the characters.

Chapter | of the dissertation entitled “Historical geography of
North-Western Azerbaijan and relations with neighbors in the
ancient and early medieval ages” consists of two paragraphs. In
the first point of the first paragraph called “Historical geography of
North-Western Azerbaijan in ancient and early medieval
sources”, which consists of four points, the sources of antiquity
(Strabo, Pliny the Great, K.Tacitus) confirming that the northwestern
lands of Albania extended to the Darial pass, are analyzed.
According to K.Ptolemy, who gave full and detailed information
about the ancient borders of the Caucasian states, the Sarmatian
gates formed the border between Iberia and Albania. So, in all cases
it is wrong to limit the north-western borders of Albania to
Hereti/Sheki province. Archaeological excavations (Yaloylu tepe
culture), typical Christian monuments belonging to Albanian
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Christian architecture, anthropological and other facts also prove
that the land of modern Eastern Georgia in question entered Albania
in ancient times.

In the second point of the first paragraph, the question of the
borders and neighbors of North-West Azerbaijan was studied based
on medieval Georgian and Armenian sources. The purposeful
presentation of the Hereti country and its inhabitants Hers/Hernies
by Georgian researchers in the form of “Ereti-Ers” in Georgian
sources is unacceptable and stands in the basis of major distortions
initiated in Caucasian studies regarding the history of the region. All
Georgian sources of the 5th - 11th centuries deal with “Hereti
province” and “Hereti border” outside the borders of Kartli. While it
is possible to easily specify Sheki/Hereti territories based on the
information provided by the 11th century Georgian chronicler
Leonti Mroveli and the 18th century Georgian historian Vakhushti
Bagrationi, the existing disagreements and artificially created
problem between modern researchers actually stem from the
attempts to expand the historical Georgian lands to the east at the
expense of Albania. The scanty information obtained from
Armenian sources, which are not directly related to the region, about
the provinces and tribes of North-Western Azerbaijan is of some
importance in terms of comparison with other source materials.

In the third point of the first paragraph Filan kingdom, the
new concept put forward regarding the “mysterious Filan” is based
on the localization of the country of Filan in South Dagestan and
North-Western Azerbaijan, which became a part of Albania®.
Information about the location of 250 out of the 360 fortifications
(castles) built in the Caucasus passes from Derbent to Darial, in
Filan and Sahib al-Sarir, the name of one of the important passes
“Bab-Filanshah”, and the location of Filan to the west of Lakz,
indicates that the Filan kingdom was located on the southern slopes
of the Caucasus mountains. In Arab sources, it is known that the
country of Filan was located on the border with the kingdoms of

% Bliyev, S.H. Bir daha Filansahligin tarixino dair // — Baki: Azorbaycan Milli Elmlor
Akademiyast. Xoborlor. Ictimai elmlor seriyast, —2018. Ne 3, —s. 14-22,
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Tabasaran, Zirehgiran and Lakz in the northeast, with Sahib al-Sarir
in the northwest (later Qoloda, Sakhur or Daghlig mahal
(Mountainous district)). According to our concept of the identity of
Hereti, which is the ethnic territory of Her (Ger) tribes according to
Georgian sources, and the Filan kingdom belonging to Flan/Jilan
tribes in Arab sources, it was concluded that the territories of Alazan
valley along the Caucasus barrier are also included in the territory of
Filan kingdom. The secret of the “mysterious Filan” country
originates from Arabic-language sources that provide information
about the Filan kingdom and the Sheki kingdom. Arab authors of the
early 9th-10th centuries do not provide information about the Sheki
kingdom; on the contrary, the Filan dynasty is not mentioned in the
10th century Arab sources. All this indicates that the lands of Filan
were included in the composition of the new kingdom called Sheki
in the Islamic East, and that the name of Filan was gradually
forgotten and left the scene of history.

And in the fourth point of the first paragraph, based on
medieval Georgian sources, attempts to distort the issues related to
the political history and historical geography of Hereti/Sheki in
Georgian historiography have been proved. Those who deliberately
distort the historical reality, fake ‘“history creators” specifically,
from the 2nd-1st centuries BC, the lands of Hereti supposedly
became part of the Iberian state, allegations regarding the re-
unification of the Kakheti and Hereti lands to Iberia in the 1st-2nd
centuries AD, the alleged inclusion of the Hereti lands in the
missionary area of Saint Nino, the fact that they consider the
existing Christian monuments in Eastern Georgia and the Sheki-
Zagatala zone (the historical Hereti area) to be part of the Georgian
material culture, the Sixth World Ecumenical Council supposedly
subjugated all the mountainous provinces, along with Sheki and
Shirvan, to the Patriarchate of Mskhet, the intentional localization of
the historical Suketi region of Iberia (Kasri, Laukasti valley and
Nukhpati fortress) in the territory of Gakh-Sheki regions, the legend
about the three brothers who came from Taron and settled in Sheki,
etc. have been exposed and the objective truth has been revealed.

In the first point of the second paragraph called
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“Northwestern provinces of Azerbaijan and relations with
neighbors in the ancient and early medieval ages”, which consists
of three paragraphs, the events occurred in North-Western
Azerbaijan during the period of the Albanian monarchy were
highlighted. During the Roman campaigns to the Caucasus, the
northwestern provinces of Albania were also encroached on. In the
battle taken place between Gnaeus Pompey and Oroys, ruler of
Albania, on the banks of the Alazan River in 65 BC, groups gathered
from the local population took an active part. Emperor Nero’s
intention to send selected troops to the Caspian gates, to the war he
started against the Albanians, was not successful. The Caucasian
gates (Darial pass), which the ancient authors mistakenly called the
Caspian gates, were located on the border of Iberia and Albania. It
has been concluded that worship to the temple of Ay-Selena near
Iberia was located not at Sheki/Hereti, but west of it, near the Iberian
border of Albania (perhaps the area of Alaverdi/Alvan temple). In
Albania under the influence of the Achaemenies and Parthians, as
well as in Sheki/Hereti, fire worship was spreading rapidly. Despite
the fact that the village of Kish was “the beginning of all the
churches and towns of the East”, in the 1st century, it was not
possible to Christianize the northwestern Albanian tribes. As a result
of the reforms of Vachagan IlI the pious, in the late 5th - early 6th
centuries Christianity began to spread rapidly in North-Western
Albania. At the beginning of the 7th century, under the influence of
Byzantium, the Georgian church joined the Chalcidonian
(Diophysite) sect, and thanks to the active help of the Sasanians the
Monophysite trend won in Albania. An important part of the
“Caucasian wall” built by the Sassani shahs in order to close the
northern mountain passes passed through North-Western Albania
and the territory of the Filan kingdom. The Sassani shahs created
semi-independent small kingdoms from the tribes settled along the
wall and pursued a policy aimed at dividing the country.®2

In the second point of the second paragraph, the situation in

92 Hacrali, S. Simal-Qorbi Azarbaycan: Ingiloylar / S.Hacioli. — Baki: Tohsil, — 2007. —
s.59-93.
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the region and the relations with the neighbors during the reign of
the Mehrani dynasty was reviewed. Javanshir, who gained great
prestige in the fight against Arab wars of aggression, ascended the
throne as the first grand prince of Albania and rebelled against the
Sassanies. Arriving in the province of Cambysene and his ancestral
estate on the other side of the Kur, Javanshir won several victories
over Sassani troops and concluded an “unbreakable union” with the
Georgian prince Adarnarseh. In the face of the attacks of the
Sassanies and later the Arab troops on his country, Javanshir tried to
strengthen himself in the provinces located on the left bank of the
Kura River.

The northwestern region of Azerbaijan (Albania) also became
the target of the Caliphate armies. Salman ibn Rabi’a captured
Gabala and made peace with the rulers of Shakkan and Camiberan
and the people of Filan on the condition of paying tribute. The rulers
of Sheki and Cambysene, the Filanshah whose residence was in the
town of Khayzan were able to maintain their power because they
obeyed Arabs. As a result of the killing of Javanshir, who had
successfully defended his country in the conditions of Arab,
Byzantine and Khazar invasions, the country was left defenseless.
During the repeated marches of the Khazars, mainly the provinces
located in the southern foothills of the Caucasus, as well as the
northwestern region of Azerbaijan (Albania) were seriously
damaged.

The struggle of the Monophysites against the attempt of the
Albanian Catholicos Bakur Nerses to subjugate the country to
Chalcidonism led to a church crisis and the intervention of the caliph
and the Armenian Catholicos in the process. As a result, the
Albanian church was subordinated to the Armenian Church and a
serious blow was inflicted on the Diophysite forces in the country.
In contrast to Gabala and Cambysene in the mentioned period, we
witness the absence of Diophysite tendencies in the Sheki parish.

And in the third point of the second paragraph, the issues
related to Sheki and Filan Shah in the context of the Arab-Khazar
wars at the beginning of the 8th century - the mid of the 9th century
were clarified. It has been concluded that in some Arab sources, the
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town of Khayzan, the population of Khayzan is used as a synonym
of the kingdom of Filan, and the population of Filan. Contrary to the
assumptions about the location of the town of Khayzan to the north
of Derbent, it has been proven that the Arab authors mention the
town of Khayzan, located in the neighborhood of Sheki, on the
Khunzakh-Gazikumukh-Sakhur-Gakh-Sheki road, in Filan, the
ethnic territory of the ancient Gels. Filanshah, who had to participate
only in Muslim attacks, due to his care, military prowess,
selflessness and praiseworthy actions towards the Muslim army, was
not taxed. During the great campaign of the Khazars under the
leadership of Raju-Tarkhan, the “border town of Islam” up to Tiflis,
the provinces of Albania and Kartli from Kur River to the north
were captured and plundered. The last information about the
Filanshahs dates to the 40s of the 9th century, and it is related to the
sending of the translator Salamen to the Khazar Tarkhan with the
help of the Filanshah. It is clear that Filan was also included in the
restored state, when the Albanian state was restored in a part of
Albania at the end of the 9th century. The resettlement policy of
Arabs envisaged the relocation of the population to the North-
Western provinces of Azerbaijan, around Sheki and Khayzan. It is
known that during this period, certain sections of the population
adopted Islam.

In the first half of the 9th century, the Arab troops had to
suppress the revolt of the disobedient population in Sheki, the
province of Sahl ibn Sunbat. In the fight against the Arabs, Prince
Sahl ibn Sunbat got close to Babek, but later betrayed him to the
Arabs. It was also possible to clarify the issue of “Sheki, the
property of Sahl” and “the presence of two Shekis in Azerbaijan”:
one of them is the Sheki realm, located in the left-bank Albania, the
object of our research, and the other is Shakesene, located in the
right-bank Albania, one of the important administrative units of the
Uti province, which consisted of nine provinces; in fact, when
saying “Sahl’s property Sheki” it should not be understood as a
fortress or a town, but a large province with a length of
approximately 70 farsakhs, covering the area from Gabala to Telavi.

Chapter Il of the dissertation entitled “The struggle for the
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restoration of the Albanian state and the relations of the Sheki
realm with its neighbors™ consists of three paragraphs. In the first
paragraph, entitled “The emergence of Sheki realm in the North-
Western Azerbaijani lands and its relations with the neighbors”,
a number of issues related to Prince Grigor Hammam the pious, who
restored the Albanian state, and his dynasty were clarified. Grigor
Hammam, the grandson of Sahl ibn Sunbat, the medieval ruler of
Sheki, and later of all of Arran, the son of Adarnarseh, the ruler of
Khach, acted as the legitimate and perhaps the only force that could
restore the decayed state®®. Along with being an able head of state,
Hammam was one of the leading figures of his time with a broad
outlook as an author of religious and scientific works. The dynasty
that started with Grigor Hammam in Sheki realm was in power until
about the year 1010%,

The second paragraph, called “The struggle for the right-
bank Albanian provinces”, is dedicated to the struggle of local
Albanian rulers trying to gain a foothold in the right-bank Albanian
provinces from the time of Hammam. The state founded by
Hammam did not fall after his death and he was replaced in power
by Adarnerseh. In Albania/Sheki realm, after the ruler, an important
role in the governance of the country played the grand prince. Sahag,
the great prince of Albania, called Sevada, had extensive civil and
military power as the owner of the right-bank Kur provinces and the
Girdiman fortress. Sahag, who had more than eight thousand-troops
consisting of well-armed and armored infantry and cavalry
regiments, in the fight against his political rivals was able to
subjugate the provinces of Girdiman, Parisos and Jorayget®.

% Oliyev, S.H. Azorbaycan Albansiinashgmmda “albanlarn hokiimdart Qrigor
Hammam” mosolosing dair / Umummilli lider Heydor Oliyevin 90 illik yubileyino
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During the campaigns of Yusuf ibn Abu-Saj in 907-914,
Albanian/Sheki realm was not touched; on the contrary Albanian
princes became the only force supporting the Sajis in the region.
Albanian princes also took an active part in the policy of division
carried out by the Sajis in order to keep the Armenian provinces in a
dependent state. At the time, when the Sajis were focused on the
struggle against the Caliphate, the great prince of Albania Sahag
started a war against the Armenians. In fact, the great Ishkhan
Sahag, who actively participated in the war characterized as a
struggle for power between the relatives of the Georgian prince, the
eristavt-eristavi Qurgen took Dzorapor province together with the
Kayean fortress, and freed the political prisoners held captive and
hostage there. As a result of the insidious policy of the Armenian
prince, the dispute stemming from this led to the taking hostage and
blinding of the great prince of Albania together with his son Grigor
and the chorepiscope of Kakheti together with the Abkhaz king
attacked the Sheki realm. The struggle of the local Albanian feudal
lords, who tried to strengthen themselves in the right-bank Albanian
provinces, failed in 919. After that, the power of the Grigor
Hammam dynasty continued in the areas of the left bank, in the
Sheki realm, which had already stable territories north of Kur.

In the third paragraph, called “Invasive marches of
Georgian rulers to the East and the Sheki realm”, along with the
beginning of the marches to the East, the history of the Sheki realm
until the beginning of the 11th century was clarified. When the
marches of the Georgian rulers to the East began, before the allies
could capture the strategically important fortress of Vejin on the
border, they were forced to sign a truce and be content with their
meager achievements due to the arrival of the Sheki/Hereti ruler
Adarnasen with additional forces. Ruler Adarnerseh, who
maintained close relations with the Sajis, was soon able to regain his
power in the lost territories. Adarnerseh married Princess Dinar, the
sister of the eristavt-eristavi Gurgen, and established relations with
the Tao-Klarjeti royal family. The fact that Adarnerseh, the ruler of
Sheki/Hereti, had the title of patrician indicated his close ties with
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the Byzantine Empire®.

Adarnerseh’s reign ended in the years 944-955 and his son
Ishkhanik mounted the throne. Along with other provinces under the
Salari state, which replaced the Sajis, a million dirhams tax was
collected from the Sheki realm. Information of the Georgian source
“Matiane Kartlisa about the fact that “everyone in Hereti was an
infidel®” from the beginning until the reign of Ishkhanik”, in other
words, a Monophysite, refute the “concepts of the ethnic, political
and religious history of Eastern Georgia” of modern Georgian
researchers who consider the Sheki/Hereti lands “a part of Iberia
since ancient times”, and proves that it remained outside the borders
of Iberia from ancient times up to the 11th century.

Prince Dinar tried to spread Chalcidonism among the
population with the help of his son Ishkhanik, as well as the
Catholicoses of Albania, Sahag and later Gagik. Sahag and Gagik,
who were elected Catholicos without the permission of the
Armenian throne, were inclined towards Chalcidonism in order to
completely separate the Albanian Church from the Armenian
Church. Armenian Catholicos Ananias Mokasi was called to a local
church council in Khachin and had to leave because of serious
dogmatic disputes. However, in 958 (or 961), as a result of the
struggle of Monophysite-disposed Albanian princes and the
population against Chalcidon-Diophysiteism, as well as with the
active intervention of Armenian Catholicos Ananias Mokasi anti-
Chalcidonism was re-established in Albania.

With the restoration of the long-disappeared state through
Senekerim, the rule of the line of Adarnerseh in the left-bank
Albanian provinces (in the Sheki realm) ended. Senekerim, who

% Bliyev S.H.Giircii feodallarmin Sargs dogru ilk yiiriisii vo Seki hakimliyi // — Bak:
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fought successful wars against the Abkhaz king and the
Shirvanshahs, strengthened himself and seized the surrounding
territory which was welcomed by some neighboring states. The third
part of the “History of Albania”, which follows the events until 999,
was written while Senekerim still being in life. And it is known from
the Armenian source that he was in power until 1003.

Chapter 111 of the dissertation “The United Sheki/Hereti-
Kakheti state in the history of Azerbaijani-Georgian relations”
consists of five paragraphs. In the first paragraph, entitled
“Military-political relations of Sheki realm and Kakheti
chorepiscopate”, the process leading to the unification of these two
feudal states and ending in 1014 was clarified. During the campaigns
of the Abkhaz-Kartli king Bagrat 111, the Sheki/Hereti rulers united
with the Kakheti chorepiscope David in the fight against him. This
unification was a joining of forces and efforts against a common
enemy by the will of the people and rulers of Sheki/Hereti.
Chorepiscope David, who was deprived of his principality, tried to
fight against Bagrat 111 with the help of Sheki/Hereti rulers®. It is
completely wrong to present this not as a political merger, but as the
annexation of the Sheki realm by the Kakheti principality. The
information of the Georgian source about the next stage of the
Georgian rulers’ invasive marches to the East in 1008-1012 is
episodic in nature but notable for its contradictory points. The
invasive marches of the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom to the East caused
the intervention of the Shaddadis, the new rulers of Arran, to the
process. After the Shamkir war or the unsuccessful siege of
Shamkir, the parties made peace®.

In 1014, the rulers of Sheki/Hereti and Kakheti revolted
against the Georgian tsardom, and after a while, Kvirike Il1, freed
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from captivity, was enthroned as the first ruler of the United State
with the title “ruler of the Albanians/Rans and Kakhs”. As in
Sheki/Hereti, the ruling dynasty in Kakheti was related to the
Girdiman dynasty. After the Sanars in the principality of Kakheti,
from 827, a new chorepiscope dynasty (Donauri dynasty) with roots
from the Gardabani/Girdiman dynasty took over the power. The
fictions of modern Georgian researchers about the coming to power
of the new Arevmaneli dynasty in 881 in Kakheti have no scientific
basis. The amalgamation of the Sheki/Hereti realm and the Kakheti
principality conditioned the consolidation of Albanian and Georgian
cultures. Kvirike 11l implemented administrative reforms in order to
strengthen his power in the united state, and tried to get the support
of the Georgian church.

In the second paragraph called “Relations of the United
Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti state with its neighbors during the time of
Kvirike the Great”, the relations of the first ruler of the United
Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti state, Kvirike the Great, with its neighbors
were investigated'®. In the 20s - 30s of the 11th century, forces of
the united state, involved in the war between the Byzantine Empire
and the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom, which began to become active in
the East, came to the aid of the defeated and persecuted Georgian
tsar. A Georgian source calls him “Kvirike the Great” to express the
power and glory of Kvirike 111*°, In 1032, he and his allies
organized a successful military campaign against Fazlun, the emir of
Ganja, entered Tianeti and fought with Ossetian tsar Urdure, who
devastated Kakheti. Ossetians were defeated in a fierce battle, and
Urdure was Killed in the battle. In 1037, Kvirike the Great became a
victim of blood revenge and was killed by an Ossetian slave while
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hunting©2,

Four silver coins of three types discovered from his time were
written in Arabic according to Muslim religious canons. These
coins, officially called “dirham”, are a visible indicator of the
cultural and economic dependence of the United State on the Islamic
world, located at the crossroads of Christian and Muslim
civilizations. The evolution of coinage and money emission in the
country ultimately led to the creation of the original type of
Christian and Muslim coins.

In the third paragraph entitled “The united Sheki/Hereti-
Kakheti State in the struggle for the Tiflis Emirate”, the issues of
the united state’s actions against the claims of the Georgian Tsar
Bagrat IV to take possession of the Tiflis Emirate, which was
experiencing a period of decline, is considered. After a two-year
unsuccessful struggle for Tiflis, the Georgian tsar, who was trying to
disrupt the plans of his rivals, made peace with the Emir of Tiflis,
gave up the siege, and succeeded in dividing the second ruler of
United Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti state Gagik’s forces by drawing the
princes who were opposed to him, to his side. The Georgian tsar,
who brought his armies into Kakheti, was able to defeat the army of
the United State in the battle on the Malaikeler (Angels’) Mountain
in 1040, but due to the turmoil in his country he could not continue
the campaign®. The burning of the famous Bodoji palace during the
campaign was a clear indication of the irreconcilable enmity
between the parties, resulting from the desire of Bagrat IV to
establish him as the new leader in the regional rivalry. Trying to take
revenge for the defeat, Gagik also sent his troops to help the united
forces on the front against the Georgian tsar. In 1046, Gagik, who
had to act again against the Georgian tsar regarding Tiflis,
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negotiated and succeeded in making him withdraw. Gagik, who
intended to prevent Tiflis from being fully controlled by Bagrat IV
and to maintain his claim to the left bank, achieved another military-
diplomatic success. Relations of the United Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti
state with the Shaddadis and Shirvanshahs remained strained during
the afore-said period.

In the fourth paragraph called “United Sheki/Hereti-
Kakheti state during the Seljuk campaigns”, attention is focused
on the processes taken place in the region during the Seljuk
campaigns. Akhsartan 1, the third ruler of United Sheki/Hereti-
Kakheti state, behaved cautiously in the extremely sensitive matter -
taking possession of Tiflis, and skillfully used the Alan tribes in the
fight against his rivals.

Akhsartan 1, who faced actually three-pronged military
aggression during the Seljuk campaign, was greatly weakened and
faced territorial losses from all directions: Kakheti was again under
the control of the Georgian Tsar, and the southern lands between
Kur-lori went under the control of the Shaddadis. Akhsartan | was
forced to submit to the great march of the Seljuks under the
leadership of the Sultan. Akhsartan I, who renounced his faith and
became a Muslim, went down in history as the first and last Muslim
ruler of United Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti state. Thanks to the great
confidence and generosity of the Sultan, Akhsartan had strengthened
his weakened position by recapturing all the fortresses that had been
lost or abandoned by their owners. Aksartan | joined with his army
the march of Sultan Alp-Arslan against the Abkhaz-Kartli
kingdom'%4,

Akhsartan I, who skilfully used the emir of Ganja captured by
chance, first returned the southern lands of the country, including the
fortresses of Khornabuj and Aradeti, which were under the control
of the Shaddadis, and then, in exchange for the emir, he took from
the Georgian Tsar the town-fortresses of Bochorma and Ujarma,
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which were considered the center of Kakheti.

Two historical facts, which were distorted by the researchers
about the history of Shirvan, at the same time created conditions for
the distortion the history of Sheki. One of the distortions is related to
supposed use of Georgians (actually hired fighters) by Shirvanshah
in suppressing the rebellion in the capital Yazidiya in April 1066,
and the other one is related to the collision of the Georgian king
(actually the commander who rebelled) with Shirvanshah in April
106719,

After passing under the patronage of the Sultan, Akhsartan 1
became much stronger, against the background of the weakening of
the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom, the regional leadership again passed to
the united state. The Georgian tsar, unable to suppress the rebellions
inside the country, was forced to give the fortresses of Rustavi and
Losobanni to the United State in 1073, and entered into an alliance
with the United State in the fight against the opponents and the
Seljuks. In the battle of Parskhisi in 1075, Akhsartan | together with
the Georgian king was able to defeat the new ruler of Arran,
Savtekin Alkhas. In the next Seljuk campaigns, the Georgian Tsar
obeyed the Sultan; moreover, he had to participate in the campaign
against his ally Akhsartan I as part of the Seljuk army. The Seljuk
army, which did not succeed in the battle that had lasted for several
months under the fortress of Vejin, had to settle peace with Kakheti.
Akhsartan 1, able to organize a strong resistance in the fortress of
Vejin, was greatly strengthened in the presence of the Sultan. After
that, Akhsartan I, who showed obedience to the Sultan, was
recognized as the ruler of United Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti state'®.

In the fifth paragraph entitled “Islam in Northwest
Azerbaijan in the mid of the 7th - the beginning of the 12th
centuries”, the religious situation in North-Western Azerbaijan and
the issues related to the spread of Islam have been clarified. The
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inability of the new religion to spread successfully in the lands of
North-Western Azerbaijan during the Caliphate was caused by both
foreign intervention in the face of the Khazar Turks and the policy
of the Arabs towards the Christian population. In the conditions of
the Arab-Khazar conflict, the inability of the Arabs to consolidate in
North-Western Azerbaijan and the corresponding lands regularly
falling under the control of the Khazar Turks, at the same time, the
Christian population was free in matters of religion and paid a tax
called jizya, patronage of churches, and release from taxes of special
local units that provided armed assistance to the Arabs in their
military campaigns, and other factors hindered the rapid spread of
Islam in the region®’. For this reason, the majority of the population
of Sheki realm was Christian - Monophysite. Islam was spreading
rapidly in towns (among merchants and artisans) than in villages,
where mosques and Muslim quaters were established. The rulers of
the country of Sheki not only kept their Christian religion, but also
adopted Islam. Unlike them, the sources present the United
Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti rulers as “true Christians” 1%, In the mid of the
11th century, during the Seljuk marches to Azerbaijan, the next
wave of Islam reached the tribes of North-Western Azerbaijan, and
the ruling aristocratic clans, including the ruler Akhsartan I,
officially adopted Islam.

Chapter IV of the dissertation entitled “Sheki lands in the
occupation policy of David IV” consists of three paragraphs. In the
first paragraph called “The invasive policy of David IV regarding
Sheki and Shirvan lands: the fall of the United Sheki/Hereti-
Kakheti state”, the effect of the invasion and fall of the United
State on regional processes was traced. The united Sheki/Hereti-
Kakheti ruler Kvirike 1V at the end of his 20-year rule succeeded in
preventing the new march of Georgian rulers to the East. The
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capture of the border fortress of Zedazade by David IV in 1101 was
his first attempt to invade the United State and was of a local or
exploratory nature. The last ruler of the United State, Akhsartan 1,
was soon captured by the Sheki/Hereti feudal dynasty Baramogullari
and handed over to David IV.

Atabey of Ganja, trying to stop David 1V, brought his army
into Kakheti. However, in the battle of Ersuhi, David 1V was able to
win his first victory over the Seljuks. David IV faced strong
resistance in a part of Sheki/Hereti country, including Sheki town
and the Kish castle, and after 13 years of struggle - in 1117, the
rulers of Kish castle, Grigologullari, broke the resistance of the
feudal dynasty and managed to seize the Kish castle. Against the
backdrop of the temporary weakening of the Islamic-Turkish/Oghuz
military-political factor in the region, as a result of the invasive
marches of Georgian rulers to the East the United Sheki/Hereti-
Kakheti state fell, its territory was included in the Georgian
kingdom, and the troops formed from its population were included
in the Georgian army. After the invasion, David IV added to his
titles the title of “ruler of the Rans/Albanians and Kakhs”. In
Muslim sources, he was mentioned as “the king of kings of Abkhaz,
Sheki and Alan*%°.

David IV, who tried to implement the occupation policy of
Sheki and Shirvan lands, had to face the Seljuks. David IV,
strengthened by a 45-50 thousand, highly combat-power Kipchak
army, began active military operations to subjugate the neighboring
states. With the exception of Derbent, the Georgian tsar, who took
control of Shirvan, placed troops consisting of “Hers and Kakhs” in
important fortresses and towns. With the death of David 1V, who
intended to subjugate the Shirvan dynasty to the Georgian kingdom
forever, his invasive plans for Shirvan were left unfinished*2°.

109 Bliyev, S.H. Giircii Car1 Qurucu Davidin Isgallar1 Dévriinde Soki Torpaqlar // —
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In the second paragraph, entitled “Georgianization policy in
Sheki/Hereti lands”, the history of borderland Sheki/Hereti
eristavity within the Georgian kingdom was studied. After the
collapse of the United State and its annexation to the Georgian
kingdom, a separate border Sheki/Hereti eristavity (military-
administrative district) was created'!!. It has been confirmed that
there is no scientific basis for the attempts to separate “Sheki
eristavity” in Armenian sources and “Hereti eristavity” in Georgian
sources. It was possible to create a coherent picture of the
Sheki/Hereti eristavs with wide powers in the management of the
military-administrative district. Although the names of the first
eristavs are not known, it is well established that the sons of
Kolonkel held the position of eristav of Sheki/Hereti from at least
1161 to 1184, after which this position was held by rulers of Kish
Castle - the Grigologullari*?.

According to the Armenian author Vardan, with the help of the
Sheki eristav the Georgian tsar punishes the ruler of the town of Ani,
who betrayed him, and the Georgian sources, which show others as
“some didebuls”, along with mentioning the names of the
Sheki/Hereti eristavs, consider it necessary to list their positive
qualities as well, and then accuses them of being in enmity and envy
of the tsar and undermining him.

The activation of Monophysite - desposed forces in the
Georgian kingdom led to the uprising of the population in Sheki
eristavity in 11783, The population of the Sheki/Hereti eristavity
acted under the leadership of local rulers and appealed to the
neighboring mountain tribes for help. Although the rebels fought

— 27-30 eyliil, — 2010. — 2011. — s. 43-51; Yens onun, XII-XIII asrin avvallorinda
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s.110-117.
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bravely, in a decisive battle they were defeated by the Georgian
Tsar’s select troops. However, the population’s struggle against
foreign rule continued'*. The descendants of the Kish castle rulers,
Grigologullari, led the unrests in Sheki/Hereti eristavity that
continued for another 6 years, and in the end they seized the
eristav’s position by force. The Georgian palace had to reconcile
with the fact that the local feudal generation, which stubbornly
fought against them, made a coup d’état. The Sheki/Hereti eristavs
took an active part in holding grandiloquent ceremonies in the
Georgian palace, planning military marches, and especially had the
right to be represented with special privileges in the state council
called Darbazi'®®,

In the third paragraph, called “Sheki/Hereti lands during
the Mongol campaigns”, processes taken place in the Sheki region
in the first half of the 13th century were investigated. The first
exploratory expedition of the Mongols bypassed Sheki lands. Then,
during the march of the Kipchaks to Shirvan, the lands of Gabala
and Sheki suffered some damage. The Khorezm people who fled
from the Mongols captured the coasts of Cambysene and lori and
had plundered them for five years. Tsarina Rusudan, who fled to
Kutaisi as a result of Jalaladdin’s campaigns, completely lost her
power over Eastern Georgia. Although Jalaladdin’s forces seized
Sheki and Gabala, the local forces soon besieged both towns and
forced the Khorezmians to flee. Following this, forces of the
Sheki/Hereti eristavity took part in the battle against Jalaladdin’s
army as part of the Georgian army and suffered a heavy defeat!'®.
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During the second campaign of the Mongols, Shota Kupari, the
eristav of Sheki/Hereti, personally entered into an agreement with
the Mongols and obeyed them, was sent to the Mongols as one of
the four envoys chosen to negotiate on behalf of the Georgian
kingdom, and successfully carried out his mission. The Georgian
kingdom, which was deprived of all vassals within the High Mongol
khanate, declined, and 8 tumens were created in the country. The
territories of Sheki/Hereti and Kakheti as a whole were kept within a
single tumen.

In the “Conclusion” section of the dissertation, the results and
conclusions reached in connection with the research are summarized
and certain suggestions are made. The place and role of Sheki realm
in Azerbaijani-Georgian relations in the history of international
relations of Azerbaijan at the end of the 9th - beginning of the 13th
centuries, characteristic features of Azerbaijani-Georgian relations in
the afore-studied period, the history of the Sheki realm that arose in
the northwestern region of Azerbaijan (Albania) after the Caliphate,
the political history and historical geography of this region in the
ancient and middle ages have been comprehensively clarified on the
basis of reliable historical sources, and objective reality has been
provided on scientific grounds:

— In the 3rd BC - 2nd centuries AD, to the west and north-west
of the Iberian border from Hereti/Sheki province lived ethnic
Albanians, Sods, Didurs, Lupens and other tribes. It has been
defined that most of the information about Albania given by the
authors of antiquity is related to the tribes of North-Western
Albania, which were included in the Albanian tribal union.

— Based on Georgian sources, the borders of Sheki/Hereti
country have been specified: in the west, the boundary line
extending from the confluence of the Debed River with Khrami to
Kur (Kura) on the opposite side of Khunan to the confluence of the
Samebis River with lori, along the Samebis River to the Shua-mta
Mountains, on the opposite side of the mountain along the Turdos-
khevi River to Gulgula, the Shtoris-khevi River; in the east, the
mouth of the lori River, the Alazan River, the Eyrichay; Caucasus
mountains along Dagestan, Didoeti, Tusheti in the north; the Kur

51



River in the south.

— Filan kingdom, the new concept put forward regarding the
“mysterious Filan” is based on the localization of the country of
Filan not in the North Caucasus, but in South Dagestan and North-
Western Azerbaijan, which became a part of Albania, in the
southern foothills of the Caucasus Mountains, in the passage of the
Caucasus barrier called “Bab-Filanshah”. The main target of the
Arab-Khazar wars was the territory of Albania. Arabs also used the
passes in Sheki and Filan in their campaigns against the Khazars.

— Prince Grigor Hammam the pious, who managed to restore
the state in a part of Albania in 886, became an active participant in
the political processes taking place in the region, and established
close relations with the Sajis as the ruler of the country where Islam
and Christianity joined. The years 886-919 should be regarded as the
period of the local dynasty’s struggle for the “restoration of the
decayed Albanian state”.

— The interests of the Albanian princes clashed with the
Armenian and Georgian princes in the matter of having the province
of Uti located in the right-bank Albania. In 918, when the
chorepiscope of Kakheti and the Abkhaz tsar started a war against
the Sheki/Hereti realm, began the march of the Georgian rulers to
the East.

— During the reign of Ishkhanik, dogmatic disputes and
disagreements between Monophysites and Diophysites caused great
confusion. The rulers of the country of Sheki, where Islam and
Christianity junced and where coexistence was ensured, not only
kept their Christian religion, but also adopted Islam.

— The establishment of alliance relations between the
Sheki/Hereti realm and the Kakheti principality, their unification in
a single state, resulted from the joining of efforts in the fight against
the aggressive policy of the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom. For the first
time in the history of Christian states in the East, Kvirike the Great
used Arabic script to present his titles.

— During the reign of Gagik, who was brought to power as the
second ruler of the united Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti state, the legal heir
through the female line, relations with the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom
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were again strained. Akhsartan 1, the third ruler of United
Sheki/Hereti-Kakheti state, took a cautious position in relation to the
Seljuks and the Abkhaz-Kartli kingdom, and by making the right
political decisions, he succeeded in maintaining the existence of his
country. In 1072-1082, Akhsartan I, who renounced the Seljuk rule,
was at the forefront of the struggle against the Seljuks.

— The decision of the Sheki/Hereti feudal clan to end the
existence of the United State once again revealed the important and
leading role they played in the country’s political life. The
Sheki/Hereti eristavity was so active in interstate relations that it
attracted attention of various-language sources.

— The people of the former Sheki realm, especially the local
rulers, depending on the circumstances fought openly or secretly for
the restoration of statehood. During the second campaign of the
Mongols, the Sheki region, whose population fled to the mountains
and forests, was also invaded and severely destroyed.
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