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I.GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DISSERTATION

Relevance and degree of development of the topic. In the
late XIX and early XX centuries, ideas aimed at selfawareness, national
identity, and Turkish nationalism began to emerge in Azerbaijan. These
ideas sought unity, with the goal of breaking free from colonialism and
moving towards national development. Among the figures who played a
significant role in the strengthening of these nationalist ideas and the na-
tional liberation movement was Mirza Bala Mammadzada, who fought
for Azerbaijan's independence until the end of his life.

The interest in Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s role in the national
liberation movement is driven by the necessity of conducting an ob-
jective study of the history of statehood in the independent Republic
of Azerbaijan, as well as the need to understand the historical experi-
ences of that period.

In the complex geopolitical conditions of 1917-1920, promo-
ting the ideas of independence and fighting for the introduction of
national statehood were associated with great difficulties. In March
1918, just before the establishment of the Azerbaijan Democratic Re-
public, the Bolshevik-Dashnak forces perpetrated brutal massacres
against the Turkic-Muslim population. They carried out ruthless pu-
nitive measures and massacres in lIrevan, Nakhchivan, Shamakhi,
Guba, Ganja and Lankaran, causing hundreds of thousands of Azer-
baijanis to be displaced from their homes.*

In terms of studying the events of that period, the work of
Mirza Bala Mammadzada is of unparalleled importance and there is
a great need for research.

The most important characteristic of Mirza Bala's creativity
was his deep belief in independence and the victory of it. He not only
believed in this independence but also inspired and encouraged the
people around him to believe in it.?

M.B. Mammadzada was proud of his Turkish identity and

! Isgonderov, A.C. Azorbaycanda tiirk-miisolman soyqirimi probleminin tarixsii-
nashigt 1918-1920 / — Baki: Adiloglu, 2006. —s. 24,
2 Motbuatimizin Mirzo Bala Memmadzadosi // https://sherg.az/arxiv/46848
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considered Turkism a sacred ideology. He attached great importance
to the Turkism movement, which he demonstrated in his various wri-
tings and articles. Like other independence fighters, Mirza Bala was
an advocate not only for Azerbaijan's independence but also for the
independence and freedom of the entire Turkish world, as well as the
establishment of their national governments.®
The Turkic states defended the just and fair position of Azer-
baijan during the 44-day Patriotic War, which is our honorable his-
tory. In this regard, on February 14, 2024, during his official inaugu-
ration ceremony, Azerbaijan’s President [lham Aliyev stated: “...first
and foremost, we will continue our efforts within the framework of
the Organization of Turkic States. This is a priority for us... This is
our main international organization because this is our family. We
have no other family. Our family is the Turkish world. We have brot-
herly relations with all the countries that are members of the Turkic
Council... This is a vast geography, a large territory, a great military
power, a significant economy, natural resources, transportation rou-
tes, a young population, a growing population, and peoples who sha-
re the same origin and roots. Could there be a stronger union than
this? Of course, no. Through joint efforts, we must ensure that the
Turkic Council becomes a significant actor and power center on the
global stage. We can only achieve this together”. *
As seen, the research of the problem is also relevant in terms
of the modern foreign policy priorities of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
In his articles written during his time in exile, M.B. Mam-
madzada stubbornly defended the national movement, the struggle
for national independence and freedom, criticized the inhumane mea-
sures, terror and oppression carried out by the Bolsheviks to destroy
national culture in Azerbaijan. He succeeded in conveying his ideas
and thoughts to the participants of the war of independence in maga-
zines such as "Yeni Qafqgasya", "Azeri Turk", "Odlu Yurd", "Gurtu-

% Ofsanovi bayragdar. Mirzo Bala Mommodzado xatirolords. / — Baki: Miicrii,
2021.-s. 8-9.

4 jlham Oliyevin andigmo morasimi kegirilib, 14 fevral, 2024 //
https://president.az/az/articles/view/63979.
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lush™ and in the newspapers "Bildirish" and "Istiglal".

After the death of M.A. Rasulzade, Mirza Bala headed the
Musavat Party in Germany and fulfilled this honorable task until the
end of his life.

M.B. Mammadzada’s scholarly and journalistic writings on
the Azerbaijani diaspora are highly valuable. He addressed various
issues such as the emergence, organization, development, mission,
activities, relations with Soviet emigrants, and more, of the Azerbai-
jani diaspora. Mirza Bala thoroughly worked on these matters based
on scientific grounds. This is further demonstrated by his articles,
such as “Rasulzada Muhammad Amin Bey is 70 years old” “Rasul-
zada Muhammad Amin,” “Ali Usta and his poems” “Azerbaijani im-
migrants” and “The captive and immigrant Turkish masses in Wes-
tern Europe” which were published in his “Selected Works”. These
works confirm his deep knowledge of the issue and his responsible
approach to it.’

Mirza Bala states that Azerbaijani emigrants have no protection
abroad, and criticizes the “Jamiyyati Agvam” (League of Nations) for
its biased attitude toward Azerbaijani emigrants, acting in contradiction
to its own principles and indifferently neglecting the fate of thousands of
emigrants: “The International Refugee Section of the League of Nations is
turning a blind eye to this disaster, and while not imposing this conditi-
on on Armenians, it is giving responses stating that it could only help us
under the condition of obtaining the ‘Russian refugee’ status. The Lea-
gue of Nations only helps Russian refugees and exclusively protects Ar-
menians” 2

In writing the dissertation, several sources and literature were

° Telli, Korkmaz. Azerbaycan milli miicadelesinin onciilerinden Mirza Bala
Mehmetzade ve Agik soz gazetesi // Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Dergisi, Cilt:12
Say1: 1 Mart 2022, s. 189, s. 187-193.

6 Mehmetzade, M.B. Azerbaycan Misak-1 Millisi / — Istanbul: Necm-i Istikbal
Matbaasi, 1927. —s.16.

" Tahirli, A. "Mirzo Bala Mohommadzads. Segilmis asarlori" haqqinda geydlar //
Hiirriyyaet asiqi miicahidin homisoyasar irsi //
http://anl.az/down/meqale/525/2024/iyun/899906.htm

8 Yeno orada
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used. The research shows that the role of Mirza Bala Mammadzada in
the Azerbaijani national liberation movement, his socio-political views,
and organizational activities have been primarily studied within Turkish
historiography, considering that both his homeland and the core of his
public, political, and scientific activities were in Turkey. After the col-
lapse of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, Mirza Bala Mammadzada
lived in exile starting from 1923. One of his important works written du-
ring his time in exile was the book "Armenians and Iran”. Mirza Bala
writes that, unlike Azerbaijanis, the Shah's government provided every
condition for Armenian emigrants, accepting and settling the incoming
refugees. Armenians created their organizations and communities thro-
ughout Iran, making it one of the main centers of the Armenian national
movement. In this work, published in Istanbul in 1927, the author criti-
cizes the provocative "Pan-Iranism™ and "Pan-Armenianism™ policies
implemented by Armenians in Iran, and demonstrates their essence with
scientific evidence®.

In this work, published in Istanbul in 1927, the author critici-
zes the subversive "Pan-lranism" and "Pan-Armenianism" policies
carried out by the Armenians in Iran, demonstrating their essence
with scientific evidence.

In this work, Mirza Bala Mammadzada analyzed Armenians'
atrocities committed against the Ottoman population during World
War |, the fact that they were defended by Russia, and the mass ge-
nocides perpetrated by Armenians fleeing to Iran after the balance of
forces shifted in favor of the Turks in Anatolia. The book highlights
the murders of Azerbaijanis in Maku, Khoy, and Urmia, and reveals
the true intentions of the Armenians, among other matters®°.

In his book “National Movement of Azerbaijan”, Mirza Bala
Mammadzada combines the history of the Musavat Party with the
history of public thought of the Azerbaijani people, analyzing it in
the context of modern European-oriented history of national thought,
starting with Mirza Fatali Akhundov. In the book, Musavat is charac-

® ©hmadli, R.A. Mirzo Bala Mohommaodzadonin ictimai-siyasi goriiglori / — Baka:
“Ozan”, 2017. — 448 s.

10 jsgondorov, A.C. Azorbaycanda tiirk-miisolman soyqirimi probleminin
tarixsiinasligi 1918-1920 / — Bak1: Adiloglu, 2006. —s. 23.
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terized as a people's party, with its supporters consisting of peasants,
workers, and intellectuals from the working class.*

In this work, Mirza Bala analyzed his thoughts and opinions
regarding the March genocide and accused the Bolsheviks and Dash-
naks of being guilty and complicit in the genocide. Because the
Dashnaks and Bolsheviks were trying to suppress national liberation
movements in the Caucasus, as well as in Azerbaijan. For this rea-
son, on March 31, 1918, the Bolsheviks, with the help of Russian
soldiers returning from the front, initiated the massacre. Over three
days of violent attacks, 14,000 unarmed people were Killed. The city
of Baku was bombarded from the air, land, and sea, and schools, lib-
raries, theaters, printing presses, educational, and cultural institutions
were destroyed??,

Mirza Bala Mammadzadeh, in his work "Azerbaijan Misak-1
Millisi", analyzes the Declaration of Independence adopted on May
28, 1918, and tracks the historical processes that occurred between
1918 and 1920%,

In another works of Mirza Bala Mammadzada, the complex
conditions in Azerbaijan on the eve of independence, as well as the
calamities brought upon the people, are reflected,

In M.A Rasulzade’s work ‘“National Movement in Azerbai-
jan”1®, the characteristics of the national movement in Azerbaijan, its
ideological and political roots, the role of Azerbaijani intellectuals
and ideologues, including Mirza Bala, in this process, as well as the
New Economic Policy (NEP), the collectivization policy, and its bit-
ter consequences after the Bolshevik invasion of the Azerbaijan De-
mocratic Republic are explored.

The work reflects important historical archival documents con-

1 Mommodzado Mirzo Bala. Milli Azorbaycan horokati / —Baki: Nicat, 1992. —246 s.

12 {sgandarov, A.C. Azarbaycanda tiirk-miisalman soyqirimi probleminin tarixsii-
nashigi 1918-1920 / — Baki: Adiloglu, 2006. —s. 23.

13 Mehmetzade, M.B. Azerbaycan Misak-1 Millisi / — Istanbul: Necm-i Istikbal
Matbaasi,1927. —s.16.

14 Mommodzada, M.B. Azorbaycan Milli Xartiyas: // Azorbaycan jurnali. Azor-
baycan Yazigilar ittifaqmin ayliq odobi-badii organ1. 1991, Ne 4, — s, 133-149.

15 Rosulzado, M.©. Azarbaycanda milli horokat / — Baki: EIm, 2009. — 128 s.
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cerning the history of the Musavat Party, the creation of the Secret Re-
sistance Committee, the activities of Musavat in Turkey, Poland, and
Germany, the participation of Musavat members in the creation of the
“Prometheus” organization, and the adoption of a new program docu-
ment by the party in 1936.

Nasiman Yaqublu’s “Azerbaijan’s National Independence
Struggle and Muhammad Amin Rasulzada™!® explores the political
events that occurred on the eve of and during the period of Azerbai-
jan’s national movement and independence, as well as the activities
of the independence fighters during the emigration phase.

In the study of the topic, the monograph by Professor Rafail
Ahmadli on the public and political views of Mirza Bala Mammad-
zada is of significant importance®’.

While writing the dissertation, an attitude was expressed to-
wards the work of historian Khaleddin Ibrahimli, “History of Azer-
baijani Emigration”8, The book discusses the collapse of the Azer-
baijan Democratic Republic with the invasion on April 27, 1920, the
ongoing struggle for the restoration of state independence by émigrés,
including Mirza Bala Mammadzada and their continuous activities in
various countries. It covers the creation of numerous public and poli-
tical organizations, media outlets, and the publication of more than
thirty newspapers and magazines.

In the dissertation, the attitude towards the works of Doctor of
Historical Sciences, Professor Musa Gasimli was expressed.'® Musa
Gasimli’s works mention the activities of Mirza Bala Mammadzada
and other freedom fighters in the Secret Resistance Committee.

In the monograph titled “Azerbaijani Emigration Press” by re-

16 Yaqublu, N.Q. Azarbaycan milli istiglal miibarizesi vo Mohommad ©min Ro-
sulzads / — Baki: Elm va tohsil, 2001. — 80 s.

17 9hmadli, R.A. Mirzs Bala Mahommadzadanin ictimai-siyasi goriislori / — Baki:
“Ozan”, 2017. — 448 s.

18 [brahimli, X.C. Azorbaycanin miihacirati tarixi / — Baki: ADPU nosriyyati, 2012. —
358s.

19 Qasmmli, M.C. Azerbaycan Tiirklerinin Milli Miicadele Tarihi 1920-1945 / —
Istanbul: Kakniis Yayinlari, 2006. — s.147.
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searcher Abid Tahirli?°, extensive coverage is given to the works of
emigration representatives, including Mirza Bala Mammadzada, in
the magazines “Yeni Qafgasya”, “Odlu Yurd”, “Azerbaycan Yurd
Bilgisi”, and “Azerbaijan”.

In the book “Azerbaijani Emigrant Literature: Formation, Issu-
es, Personalities” by researcher Badirkhan Ahmadli??, the Azerbaija-
ni emigrant period literature and press are explored. In this work, the
attitude towards Mirza Bala's activities was expressed.

The dissertation of T.Aslanova has been helpful in studying the
scientific and literary creativity, heritage, and views of Mirza Bala
Mammadzada?.

The research and analysis of A. Rustamli, E. Madatli, and A.
M. Gasimli have been significant in investigating Mirza Bala’s role
in the national movement, his activities in the literary and cultural fi-
elds?,

One of the studies in Turkish historiography is the monograph
by Afgan Valiyev?* and his master’s thesis on the topic “In the His-
tory of Social Thought: Mirza Bala Mammadzada”.?® In his research,
the life and activities of Mirza Bala, his involvement in the formation
of the Azerbaijani parliament, and his activities within the Musavat

20 Tahirli, A.H. Azorbaycan miihacirot matbuati / — Baki: Qapp-Poligraf, 2002. —
160 s.

2l Bhmadli, B.B. Azorbaycan miihacirot odobiyyati: tosokkiilii, problemlori,
soxsiyyatlori / — Baki: Elm va tohsil, 2017. — 376 s.

22 Aslanova, T.O. Mirzo Bala Mommodzadonin odobi-elmi yaradicilig: / filologiya
tizro falsofo doktoru dis. / — Baki, 2014. — 143 s.

2 Riistomli A. Mirzo Bala Mohammadzadonin “Cannat qusu” hekayasi - Asif
Riistomlinin taqdimatinda //
https://literature.az/?page=118935&newsld=118935 &lang=aze; Ristomli A.
Mirzo Bala Mommadzadonin bir namolum hekayasi // adobiyyat qozeti, 2024,
27 yanvar, s. 9; Mirzo Bala Mohommaodzads. Connat qusu. // “Qirmizi giinos”
jurnali, Baki, 1921, 15 dekabr, Ne2, s.7-9.; Madotli E. Mirzo Bala Mohom-
modzads irsino dair doyorli arasdirma // http://www.anl.az/ down/meqale/
525/2018/fevral/579511.htm

2 Veliyev, A. Azerbaycan siyasi diisiince tarihi ve Mirze Bala Mehmetzade. /-
Istanbul: Kador Ajans, 2006. — 395 s.

% Veliyev, A. Sosyal diisiince tarihinde Mirza Bala Mehmetzade.Yiiksek lisans
tezi. / — Istanbul: Istanbul Universitesi, Sosyal bilimler Enstitiisii, 1999. — 166 s.
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party have been investigated, as well as his scientific and creative ac-
tivities in Turkey, Poland, and Germany.

The doctoral dissertation by Nazila Abbasli® in Turkish histo-
riography on the national liberation struggle and Azerbaijani press
has also contributed to the study of this issue.

The works of Sibel Demirci, a prominent figure in Turkish
historiography, have been crucial in researching the topic. Her works
dedicated to Mirza Bala’s legacy focus on articles published in Tur-
kish media on Azerbaijan's independence, the true face of commu-
nism, and his scientific activities?’.

In the author's other book "Russian Turks in Turkish Political
and Intellectual Life", research on the Russian Turks between 1945
and 1960, the development of Turkism in the early XX century, the
role of intellectuals such as Ziya Gokalp, Ismail bey Gaspirali, Yusuf
Akchura, Mirza Fatali Akhundov, Hasan bey Zardabi, and Ahmad
bey Agaoglu in the enlightenment movement, as well as the essence
of modernization and nationalism as an ideology in the form of "Jadi-
tism" (reformism), are discussed. The book also examines the reloca-
tion of the Azerbaijani diaspora to Turkey after 1923, and the publi-
cation of the first journal against communism in the Turkish world,
Yeni Qafgasiya, initiated by Mammad Amin Rasulzada, which was
closed in 1926 but later reissued under the name Azeri Turk?,

The information in Sabahattin Simsir’s work "The Struggle
for Independence of Azerbaijan™ has also been included in the study
of the topic?. Additionally, the joint work by Aygiin Attar and Saba-
hattin Simsir has been useful for exploring the activities of the Azer-
baijani diaspora in Turkey, as well as the works of M.A.Rasulzada

% Abbasli, N. Azadlik miicadeleleler i ve Azerbaycan basini. Doktora tezi //
Istanbul: Istanbul Universitesi, Sosyal bilimler Enstitiisii, 1999. — 215 s.

27 Demirci, S. Mirza Bala Mehmetzade ve soguk savas yazilar1 / — Istanbul: Post,
2022. —s. 54.; Yeno onun. Mirza Bala Mehmetzadenin ilmi yazilari / —Istanbul:
Post, 2022. —5.21-26.

28 Demirci, S. Tiirk siyasi ve diisiince hayatinda Rusya tiirkleri (1945-1960). / —
Istanbul: Post, 2020. — 296 s.

2 Simsir, S. Azerbeycanin istiklal miicadelesi / — Istanbul: IQ Kiiltiirsanat
yayincilik, 2002. — 272 s.
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and Mirza Bala Mammadzada®. In the exploration of various aspects
of the topic, the scholarly research by A. Budak®, M. Ince®?, E. Gu-
mushsoy?3, T. Korkmaz**, and other authors has been beneficial.

The study is based on a rich source base. Mirza Bala Mam-
madzada emerges as a researcher of national struggle issues and app-
roaches events from a historical perspective. His articles, including
"Why Did the Collapse Happen?**", "The Parliament of Azerbai-
jan"3¢, "The National Council of Azerbaijan"®’, and "The University
of Azerbaijan"®, are valuable sources concerning the history of the
first republic of the East, the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic. These
works focus on the historical processes and issues of the period, writ-
ten with a deep sense of patriotism and devotion to the homeland.

The sources for studying the issue can be categorized as follows:
1. Issues of the 1930s to 1950s published in journals such as "Odlu

Yurd,"” "Azerbaijan," "Birleshik Kafkasya," "Azerbaycan Yurd
Bilgisi," and "Dergi" obtained from archives in Turkey and Euro-
pe, which were published during the time of Mirza Bala Mam-
madzada.

30 Attar A, Simsir, S. Tiirkiyado yasayan Azarbaycan tiirklori. / — Ankara: Berikan
yaymevi, 2013. — 265 s.

31 Miisavat partisinin 1911 — 1922 yillari arasindaki faaliyetleri / Firat Universitesi
Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi.The Journal of International Social Sciences Cilt: 28,
Say1: 2. —s. 333-343.

32 Azerbaycan Muhaceretinin Etkili Bir Yaym; Bildiris Gazetesi (1930-1931) //
Karabiik Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Dergisi, 2016, 6 (2), 545-558;

3 Mehmed Emin Resulzade ve Milliyetperver Bir Mecmua; Azeri Tiirk // KSU
Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 4 (1-2) 2007. — s. 45-55.

34 Telli, K. Azerbaycan milli miicadelesinin 6nciilerinden Mirza Bala Mehmetzade
ve acik soz gazetesi // Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Dergisi, Cilt:12 Say1: 1 Mart
2022, —s. 187-193.

3 Mehmetzade, M.B. iflas neden oldu // Istanbul: Odlu yurt, 1929, Ne7. — 5.297-
302.

3 Mehmetzade, M.B. Azerbaycan parlamentosu // Istanbul: Odlu yurt, 1930, Nell
(23). —s.425-429.

37 Mehmetzade, M.B. Azerbaycan Milli Suras1 // Ankara: Azerbaycan, 1952, Ned. —
S. 4-6.

3 Mehmetzade, M.B. Azarbaycan universitesi // Paris-Miinxen: Azorbaycan, 1953,
Ne 8-9. —s.5-7.
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2. The second group of studies includes sources that provide a bia-
sed and distorted analysis of the events and processes of the era,
as well as the activities of representatives of the national move-
ment. For example, the negative role of the Musavat Party in the
Azerbaijani national movement during the period of the Azerbai-
jan Democratic Republic, its alleged failure to support the wor-
kers” movement, its lack of necessary resistance against Denikin,
its involvement in a number of "crimes,” and the claims regar-
ding the Soviet occupation, despite the fact that Mammad Amin
Rasulzada and his comrades declared their intention to fight to
the last drop of their blood — yet this assertion is not entirely con-
vincing. In this context, absurd claims such as Nasib bey Yusif-
beyli being caught at the station on April 27 when Azerbaijan
was occupied, with 98 million rubles and valuable securities fo-
und in his suitcase, are presented in the work of A.Q. Garayev. In
this work, the Musavat government is depicted as traitorous, fo-
cused only on their own pockets, involved in bribery and extorti-
on, and party members are accused of inappropriate behavior to-
ward girls in rural areas®.

3. For the investigation of the issue, contemporary press materials
and online resources related to Mirza Bala’s social, political,
creative, scientific, and literary activities have been valuable.

4. A different group of sources consists of memoirs about Mirza
Bala Mammadzada and books that compile his articles and wri-
tings. In this regard, works such as “Legendary Flagbearer. Mirza
Bala Mammadzada in Memories”,*® and “Mirza Bala Mammad-
zada. Selected Works”,*! published with the initiative of the Insti-
tute of Literature named after Nizami Ganjavi of the Azerbaijan
National Academy of Sciences, have been significant.

39 Kapaes, A.I'. U3 nepasnoro npouwtoro (Marepuaist kK uctopuu Azepbaiimkan-
ckoii Kommynucruueckoit [apruu (6)) / — Koon.M3natenscrBo npu BK AKII
«baknHckuit pabounii», 1926. —c. 121-123.

40 Ofsanovi bayragdar. Mirzo Bala Mommodzade xatiralorde / — Baki: Miicrii,
2021.-84s.

4l Azorbaycan miihacirot odobiyyat1 kitabxanasi. VII cild. Mirzo Bala Mohom-
modzada. Se¢ilmis asarlori / — Baki: Elm va tohsil, 2023. /- 612 s.

12



Object and subject of research. The object of the research is
Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s role and contribution to Azerbaijan’s na-
tional liberation movement and the establishment of the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic. The subject of the research includes the study
of Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s role as an ideologue, writer, and orga-
nizer in Azerbaijan’s national liberation movement, his involvement
in the creation of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, his activities
during the existence of the republic, and his work in exile after the
Bolshevik occupation, focusing on his public-political and literary
activities in Iran, Turkey, and Europe, as well as his struggle for in-
dependence.

Research goals and objectives. The main objective of this
dissertation is to conduct a comprehensive and systematic study of
Mirza Bala Mammadzadah's activities within the Azerbaijani natio-
nal liberation movement, the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic
(ADR), as well as his emigration period activities after the Soviet oc-
cupation of Azerbaijan. To achieve this goal, the following specific
tasks are planned to be carried out:

- Collecting the most reliable sources and literature regarding the li-
fe and activities of Mirza Bala Mammadzada, his role in the Azer-
baijani national liberation movement, organizing and analyzing
them;

- Studying Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s participation in the Azerbai-
jani national liberation movement in the early XX century, his so-
cio-political stance, and organizational activities;

- ldentifying the factors that united Mirza Bala Mammadzada and
one of the founders of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, Mam-
mad Amin Rasulzada, in the national liberation movement, and
studying their activities in the “Achiq soz” newspaper;

- Investigating and analyzing Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s ideologi-
cal and political views during the national liberation movement;

- Determining Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s role in the creation of
the first democratic republic in the East, the Azerbaijan Democra-
tic Republic, and studying his activities in the parliament;

- Analyzing Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s attitude towards the Azer-
baijan Democratic Republic’s Declaration of Independence;

13



Investigating Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s activities as a public figure
and writer during the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic period;
Analyzing Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s attitude towards the Soviet
occupation of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic;
Studying the activities of the Musavat Party after the fall of the
ADR, and Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s political and public activi-
ties as the head of the Secret Resistance Committee;
Investigating Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s public and political acti-
vities in Iran and Turkey after the Bolshevik occupation;
Studying Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s efforts in Europe, particu-
larly in Poland and Germany, for the independence of Azerbaijan
during his emigration period, and analyzing his written works;
Analyzing the articles and scientific works published by Mirza
Bala Mammadzada in newspapers and journals such as “Istiglal”,
“Yeni Qafqasya”, “Azeri Turk”, “Odlu Yurd”, “Azerbaycan Yurd
Bilgisi”, “Azerbaijan”, “Qurtulush”, “Bildirish”, “Milliyyet”,
“Cumhuriyyet” and “Birleshik Kafkasya”;
Investigating Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s activities as the chair-
man of the Musavat Party;
Studying and analyzing the articles and writings of Mirza Bala
Mammadzada on socio-political, economic, and cultural topics,
and drawing conclusions.

Research methods. The methodology of the dissertation is

based on the objective analysis of the materials and facts involved in
the research, as well as the ideas and considerations derived from the
author's scientific works. Relevant sources and literature on the topic
have been collected, systematized, and important scientific results
have been obtained.

During the research process, general historical methods ac-

cepted in historical science, such as critical analysis, systematic ana-
lysis, generalization, and content analysis methods, have been used.

The main provisions of the defense these are:

The research allows for the defense of the following points:
At the beginning of the XX century, favorable political condi-
tions for the emergence of the national liberation movement were
created in Azerbaijan, with the significant role of Azerbaijani in-

14



tellectuals, thinkers, and idea carriers in this process.

M.A. Rasulzada, Mirza Bala Mammadzada and other participants

of the national liberation movement prioritized activities related

to the national consciousness and identity.

In the organization of the national liberation movement, the

youth played an important role, and one of the main propagan-

dists in this matter was Mirza Bala.

Mirza Bala and his comrades-in-arms fought for independence by

uniting around common ideological goals.

The creation of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic and its re-

cognition by world states required active propaganda. In this re-

gard, Mirza Bala’s articles and other scientific works emphasized

the idea of independence.

During the emigration period, Mirza Bala continued his propa-

gandist, political, and creative activities aimed at achieving inde-

pendence, the collapse of the communist ideology, and the estab-

lishment of democratic values.

In a complex and challenging political environment, Mirza Bala wor-

ked towards the recognition of Turkish identity, the development of

Turkism, and its spread throughout the entire Turkish world.

Scientific novelty of the research

For the first time, the socio-political activities of Mirza Bala Mam-

madzada as one of the leaders of the Azerbaijani national liberati-

on movement were studied in the History of the Motherland,;

For the first time, the works of Mirza Bala Mammadzada dedica-

ted to the national liberation movement were brought into scienti-

fic circulation and their critical analysis was given;

For the first time, the defamatory opinions written about the

works of Mirza Bala Mammadzada during the 70-year Soviet pe-

riod were criticized on scientific grounds;

For the first time, the leading ideological role of Mirza Bala Mam-

madzada in the national liberation movement was substantiated.

Theoretical and practical significance of research. The main

propositions presented in the dissertation have scientific and theoreti-
cal significance. The key points of the dissertation can be widely
used in scientific research on the history of the Motherland, the Azer-
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baijan Democratic Republic, its founding figures, the history and lite-
rature of Azerbaijani emigration, as well as in the preparation of ge-
neralized works, textbooks, teaching aids, and course syllabi, as well
as lecture materials at higher education institutions.

The main materials and propositions of the dissertation can al-
so be utilized in organizing seminars, conferences, and symposiums
related to the history of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic and the
press.

Approbation and application. The main points of the disser-
tation are reflected in 4 scientific articles published in Azerbaijan and
1 article published abroad, as well as in 11 theses and conference ma-
terials, 3 of which were presented at international conferences. In ad-
dition, presentations have been made and speeches delivered at vari-
ous conferences and scientific events related to the research areas.

Name of the organization where the dissertation work is
carried out. The dissertation work has been carried out at the De-
partment of Azerbaijani History (for the faculty of humanities) of
Baku State University and has been recommended for defense.

The total volume of the dissertation with a sign, indicating
the volume of the structural units of the dissertation separately.
The dissertation consists of an introduction, 3 chapters, 6 sub-chap-
ters, a conclusion, and a list of references. The introduction has
30,003 characters, Chapter | has 72,309 characters, Chapter Il has
107,817 characters, Chapter Il has 53,958 characters, and the conc-
lusion has 8,961 characters, with the total length of the dissertation
amounting to 274,975 characters.

Il. MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION

In the “Introduction” of the research paper, the relevance
and degree of development of the topic have been discussed, the go-
als and objectives of the research have been defined, the methods ha-
ve been specified, the main theses presented for defense have been
outlined, and the scientific novelty, theoretical and practical signifi-
cance of the dissertation have been substantiated.

The first chapter of the dissertation is titled “Mirza Bala
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Mammadzada’s Participation in the Azerbaijani National Libe-
ration Movement and his activities during the period of the Azer-
baijan Democratic Republic”. The first part of this chapter is titled
“Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s Participation in the Azerbaijani
National Liberation Movement in 1916-1918”. This section covers
topics such as Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s involvement in the Azer-
baijani national liberation movement in 1916-1918, his activities in
the parliament of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, the social-po-
litical and national articles he published in the "Achiq soz" newspa-
per, and other related matters.

Mirza Bala Mammadzada, who dedicated much of his life to
the education and freedom of the people, was born on May 24, 1898,
in Zira village on the Absheron Peninsula, into a fisherman’s family
(though some sources mention August 13* as his birth date). In the
early XX century, his father had to move the family to Baku to earn a
living, settling in the Chambarakand area of the city.

At a time when the Azerbaijani people were on the verge of
creating their own state, Mirza Bala Mammadzada was engaged in
writing and journalism. He began publishing at a very young age. In
1915, he started collaborating with the "Achiq soz" newspaper, writing
articles on the role of education and enlightenment in the progress of
the people and addressing problems in schools. Starting in 1915, Mirza
Bala Mammadzada occasionally wrote articles for the newspaper “Ac-
hig soz,” published by Muhammad Amin Rasulzada, and later became
an active participant in the work of the newspaper®.

Mirza Bala Mammadzada published articles on nationalism,
Turkism, independence, and other topics in “Achiq soz”, the official
organ of the Musavat Party, and was also the editor-in-chief of the
“Ganjlar Yurdu” journal, the organ of the party’s Youth Organizati-
on*4. It is worth noting that "Achiq soz", the official organ of the Mu-

2 Tiirkoglu, 1. Mirza Bala Mehmedzade //https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/mirza-
bala-mehmedzade (1898-1959) (istinad tarixi 29 yanvar 2024).
% Mirzo Bala Mommoadzado. // https://musavat.org.az/mirz%C9%99-bala-
m%C9%99mm%C9%99dzad%C9%99/
4 Ohmadli, R.A. Mirzo Bala Mohommadzadanin ictimai-siyasi goriislori / — Baka:
Ozan, 2017. —s.43.
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savat Party, began publication in Baku on October 2, 1915%. Under
the leadership of Muhammad Amin Rasulzada, the newspaper carri-
ed the subtitle “political-public, literary Turkish newspaper.” The
newspaper boldly depicted the social and political events of the time,
playing a significant role in the formation of national consciousness
among the Turks under Russian rule and the development of national
awareness among Azerbaijani Turks. “Achiq soz” was the first to use
the term “Turk” openly, replacing the terms “Muslim” and “Tatar”.®
In addition to “Achiq soz”, Mirza Bala Mammadzada also
wrote articles for “Qurtulush” and “Doghru soz” newspapers, addres-
sing national awakening and highlighting the problems of the people
and society. He also worked as the head of the editorial office for the
“Basirat” newspaper and was an active writer for it. The “Basirat”
newspaper sought to prevent the provocation of sectarian conflict
between Shiites and Sunnis during the period of the tsarist regime's
policy of creating strife and enmity*’.

In the second part of the dissertation titled “Mirza Bala
Mammadzada’s place and role in the Azerbaijan Democratic Re-
public”, his activities as a stenographer in the Azerbaijani parliament
starting from December 7, 1918, along with his close friend Jafar
Jabbarly, are studied. Mirza Bala was responsible for writing down
all speeches, reports, meetings, decisions, and laws. Additionally, his
role as the publication director of “Azerbaijan”, the official newspa-
per of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, is examined in the con-
text of his political activities during those years.

His articles in “Azerbaijan” and “Basirat” newspapers, which
covered all aspects of social and political life, are also analyzed.
Many of his articles exposed the enemies of the Democratic Repub-
lic's government and state independence*®. Mirza Bala was also an

4 Resulzadoa, M.O. Tutacagimiz Yol // Agik Sdz, No: 1, S. 1. Cuma 2 Ekim 1915.

4 Swietochowski, T. Miisliman Cemaatten Ulusal Kimlige Rus Azerbaycan’t
1905-1920, (Cev. N. Mert). / — Istanbul, 1988. — 148 s.

47 Veliyev, A. Azerbaycan siyasi diisiince tarihi ve Mirze Bala Mehmetzade. /-
Istanbul: Kador Ajans, 2006. — s.34.

8 Forocova, Z. Zamanin firtialarinda ke¢on dmiir... Azorbaycan. - 2023.- 18 may. -
Ne 103. - S. 11.// https://lwww.elibrary.az/docs/qazet/qzt2023 2719.pdf
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active member of the Musavat Party's Baku Committee®.

One of the most important issues addressed in Mirza Bala’s
articles was the territorial and border issues of the newly independent
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic®.

In the second chapter of the dissertation titled “Mirza Bala
Mammadzada’s participation in the Azerbaijani national libera-
tion movement during his emigration period”, it is noted that fol-
lowing the April occupation, terror, murder, and arrests against pub-
lic and political figures began in Azerbaijan. The founders of the
Azerbaijani Democratic Republic and prominent public and political
figures were forced to leave the country.

The first subchapter of the section titled “Mirza Bala Mam-
madzada’s activities in Iran and Turkey” reveals that in 1923,
Mirza Bala left Azerbaijan and arrived in South Azerbaijan, where he
led the Tabriz Committee of the Musavat Party until 1927. After his
arrival in Iran in 1923, he was granted the authority to lead all Musa-
vat organizations in the country®’. Up until his move to Turkey in
1927, Mammadzada worked tirelessly to strengthen and activate Mu-
savat cells both in South Azerbaijan and throughout Iran. He also ta-
ught in the city of Enzeli. There, he established connections with
M.A. Rasulzada in Turkey and sought to build ties among Musavat
activists who had migrated to Iran®2.

Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s journey to Iran was not without
challenges. In July 1923, the local Soviet authorities identified the lo-
cation of the printing press for the “Istiglal” newspaper, an organ of
the National Resistance Movement, which was printed clandestinely.
The Resistance Committee and all workers at the press were arrested.

49 Modotli, E. Mirzo Bala Mohommodzado irsino dair doyorli arasdirma //
http://www.anl.az/down/meqale/525/2018/fevral/579511.htm

%0 Riistomli, A. Mirzo Bala Mohommodzads vo onun “Gonclor yurdu” mocmussi //
https://kaspi.az/az/mirze-bala-mehemmedzade-ve-onun-gencler-yurdu-
mecmuesi

51 ©Shmadli, R.A. Mirzo Bala Mohommaodzadanin ictimai-siyasi goriislori / — Baki:
Ozan, 2017.—s.111-112.

52 Aslanova, T.O. Mirzo Bala Mommadzadanin adobi-elmi yaradicihig: / filologiya
tizra folsafs doktoru dis. / — Baki, 2014. —s.19.
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However, Mirza Bala Mammadzada managed to escape, and by May
1924, he had emigrated to Enzeli in South Azerbaijan. Due to being
pursued by Cheka agents, he was aided by his old friend Qasim Ba-
12> and fled first to Tehran, then to Tabriz. After a period in Tabriz,
he worked as an engineer on the construction of a highway near the
city of Sulduz in South Azerbaijan, and, in addition to teaching in
private homes, he contributed articles to the journal "Yeni Qafqasi-
ya," which was published in Istanbul under the editorship of M. Re-
sulzada™.

While in Iran, Mammadzada wrote articles for “Yeni Qafqgasi-
ya”, discussing his meetings with the third and fourth generations of
immigrants from North Azerbaijan. He noted that these people had
been living under immigrant status since the 1813 Treaty of Gulustan
in the Ardabil region®. It should be noted that following the First and
Second Russo-Iranian Wars, immigration waves to South Azerbaijan
occurred.

During his time in exile in Iran, Mirza Bala Mammadzada
wrote about his encounters with Azerbaijani exiles, describing the
harsh conditions they faced. The Iranian government severely hinde-
red any protection for the Azerbaijani immigrants, leading many to
suff%r from hunger, disease, and hardship, with many dying as a re-
sult®®.

Mammadzada depicted his life in exile in his story “Vaton
qaldi” (The Homeland Left Behind), where he described the human
drama and the bitter life of the freedom and independence fighters®’.

In the second subchapter titled “Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s
Activities in European Countries”, it is mentioned that while in exile
in Europe Mirza Bala Mammadzada published his work “Milli Azar-
baycan horokat1” (The National Azerbaijani Movement) in Berlin in

53 Abbasli, N. Azadlik miicadeleleri ve Azerbaycan basini, istanbul, 1999, s.88.

% Qasimli, A.M. Azorbaycan Tiirklorinin istiglal miicahidi Mirzo Bala
Mommadzado // Baki: Turkustan, 2019, 10-16 dekabr. —s. 8.

% Bhmadli, R.A. Mirzo Bala Mohommadzadanin ictimai-siyasi goriislori / — Baki:
Ozan, 2017. —s.113.

% Veliyev, A. Azerbaycan siyasi diisiince tarihi, s. 98-100.

% Yeno orada, s. 102-103.
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1938. According to this work, there were three main political move-
ments in Azerbaijan in the early XX century: conservative, liberal, and
revolutionary. The young revolutionaries, in particular, fought tirelessly
for the freedom of the Azerbaijani people. These revolutionaries, accor-
ding to Mirza Bala Mammadzada, initially cooperated with Russian in-
dependence fighters but distinguished themselves by prioritizing natio-
nal independence over the class struggle, which the Russian revolutio-
naries emphasized instead of nationalism®.

One of M.A. Rasulzada’s major contributions while in exile
in Europe was the publication of the “Azerbaijan” journal. The jour-
nal began publication on April 1, 1952, as the organ of the Azerbai-
jan Cultural Society. On the cover of its first issue were the words:
“Unity is strength”, “To Turkify, Islamize, and Modernize™°. Mam-
madzada’s and other authors’ writings on Azerbaijani realities were
of significant interest.

Through his extensive knowledge, writings on Russia, and
contributions, Mirza Bala Mammadzada was invited to Munich by
the Soviet Union Research Institute, founded by Americans and he-
adquartered in Germany. There, he worked as the president of the
institute, and many of his articles were published in the institute’s
journal “Dergi” which was printed in Turkish. While in Munich, he
attended various conferences and meetings concerning the Turks of
Russia.®

During his time in Berlin, M.B.Mammadzada was also invol-
ved in the publication of the "Istiglal" newspaper by Azerbaijani exi-
les. He wrote in his book published in Berlin: “In 1932, the ‘Istiglal’
newspaper began publication in Berlin with the participation of the
editorial boards of ‘Yeni Qafqasiva,” ‘Azeri-turk,” ‘Odlu yurd,” and
‘Bildirish,” all under the same program. By that time, the Soviet go-
vernment had already become an oppressive force. It mobilized all

%8 Cofarov, N. Milli-ictimai fikir tariximizdon (1914- fevral 1917) / — Bak:
Azarnasr, 1993 —s.5-6.
% Yagublu, N.Q. Azarbaycan Milli istiglal Miibarizesi vo Mohommod ©min
Rosulzada. / — Baki: Elm vo tohsil, — 2001. —s. 62.
6 Tiirkoglu, 1. Mirza Bala Mehmedzade (1898-1959) Azerbaycanli gazeteci,
tarihgi ve politikact. // https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/mirza-bala-mehmedzade
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its diplomatic power, along with its subversive apparatus, and suc-
ceeded in preventing the entrance of ‘Istiglal’ into Turkey” 5.

The third chapter of the dissertation titled “The Services of
Mirza Bala Mammadzada, one of the leaders of the Azerbaijani
national liberation movement” examines his social-political activi-
ties during the years when he led the National Resistance Committee
and the Musavat Party.

The first sub-chapter, titled “Mirza Bala Mammadzada, Lea-
der of the National Resistance Committee” states that after the
Azerbaijani Democratic Republic (ADR) was occupied by Bolshevik
Russia on April 27, 1920, the extraordinary congress of Musavat was
held on April 29 in Baku through the mediation of Khalil Ibrahim
and Suleyman Abdullayev, who were expelled from the Musavat
Party. After Mirza Bala's speech, the congress unanimously decided
that the Musavat Party would remain legal as long as the Bolsheviks
honored their promises, thereby declaring the party’s opposition stan-
ce®,

After the occupation in April, Mirza Bala was arrested by the
Bolsheviks. Immediately after his release from prison, he, together
with his friends, created a secret organization of the Musavat Party
and expanded it across Azerbaijan®. At that time, Mirza Bala wor-
ked both as a translator at the Ministry of Agriculture and as the head
of the Secret Resistance Committee. The committee received subs-
tantial support from school teachers and university students. Secret
political courses and schools were operating in Baku and other regi-
ons to train propagandists against the Russians. This propaganda
work was conducted under the leadership of Mirza Bala®.

The Secret Resistance Committee had three commissions: the

61 Mommoadzada, M.B. Milli Azorbaycan horokat1 / — Baki: Nicat, 1992. —s. 195.

2 Mehmetzade, M.B. Milli Azerbaycan harekati1 / — Ankara: Azrebaycan Kiiltiir
Dernegi Yayinlari, 1991. —s.136-137.

83 Budak, A. Azerbaycan Musavat Partisinin 1911 — 1922 yillar: aras faaliyetleri: /
Yiiksek lisans tezi/ Ankara: Hac1 Bayram Veli Universitesi Lisansiistii Egitim
Enstitiist, 2019. —s. 33.

6 Veliyev, A. Sosyal diisiince tarihinde Mirza Bala Mehmetzade / Yiiksek lisans
tezi / — Istanbul: Istanbul Universitesi, Sosyal bilimler Enstitiisii, 1999. —s. 30.
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Political Affairs Commission, the Organization and Propaganda
Commission, and the Financial Commission. Mirza Bala's leadership
of the Secret Resistance Organization demonstrated his excellent or-
ganizational skills®®. During this period, Mirza Bala also worked as a
teacher in Azerbaijani schools, published articles on Azerbaijan’s
history in the “Yeni Yildiz” journal, and published his book “Azer-
baijani Turkish Press” in 1922 in Baku®.

From the first days of the occupation, Musavat began its strugg-
le against the Soviet regime. On the night of April 27, young Musa-
vat members Abdulvahap Yurtsever and Mirza Bala Mammadzad vi-
sited Mammad Amin Rasulzada's house and, with his permission,
along with Mammad Sadig Guluzada, Mammad Hasan Baharly, and
Jafar Jabbarly, held an oath ceremony to establish the Secret Musavat
Organization. During a secret meeting at Jafar Jabbarly’s house in
Chambarakand, Mirza Bala was appointed the head of the National
Resistance Committee, Abdulvahap Yurtsever as his deputy, and Ja-
far Jabbarly as the general secretary.®’” M.H.Baharly became the fi-
nancial secretary, and S.Guluzade was tasked with reorganizing the
Musavat Party's branches in regions outside Baku. Soon after, Rahim
Vekilli, a member of parliament, became the head of the Political Af-
fairs Commission®®.

On April 27, at the age of 22, Mirza Bala was appointed to the
leadership of the most influential party in power5®. However, he con-
sidered this date a day of national mourning, comparing it to the
March 31 tragedy. The secret Musavat Organization spread widely

8 Veliyev, A. Sosyal diisiince tarihinde Mirza Bala Mehmetzade / Yiiksek lisans
tezi / — Istanbul: Istanbul Universitesi, Sosyal bilimler Enstitiisii, 1999. —s. 31.

% Ofsanovi bayraqdar. Mirzo Bala Mommodzads xatiralordo / — Baki: Miicrii
nagriyyati, 2021. —s. 18-19.

7 Budak, A. Azerbaycan Musavat Partisinin 1911-1922 yillar1 aras1 faaliyetleri /
Yiiksek lisans tezi / Ankara: Hac1 Bayram Veli Universitesi Lisansiistii Egitim
Enstitiist, 2019. —s. 99.

8 Qasimli, M.C. Azerbaycan Tiirklerinin Milli Miicadele Tarihi 1920-1945 / —
Istanbul: Kakniis Yayinlari, 2006. — s.147.

8 Mirzo Bala Mommodzado. Istiglal miicadilosi / A Riistomli. — Baki: Ziro
Madniyyoat Morkozi, 2018. —s. 15.
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among teachers, and their ideas began circulating within the public’.
At the same time, many young people connected to the secret
organization voluntarily moved to Turkestan to join the Bashmakchi
Movement, initiated by Enver Pasha’®. With the establishment of the
Soviet Union and the signing of the agreement on October 30, 1922,
Azerbaijan officially lost its independence. After joining the USSR,
Azerbaijan became a secondary state within the Soviet system. Al-
most all the representatives who signed this agreement were mem-
bers of the Communist Party.

During this period, Soviet newspapers published articles about
the dissolution of the Musavat Party. However, through the "Istiglal”
newspaper, members of the Musavat Party declared that they would
continue their activities regardless of these setbacks’. After Mirza
Bala Mammadzade moved to Iran, his political struggle from 1915 to
1923 ended. He had engaged in secret political resistance between
1920 and 1923 while continuing his scholarly and literary activiti-
es’3. He worked as a teacher in Baku schools, served on the board of
the Sabir Library, escaped from a Bolshevik prison, but had no choi-
ce but to move to Iran in 1923, as staying in Azerbaijan was no lon-
ger possible.

In the second sub-chapter of the chapter, titled “Musavat Party
during Mirza Bala Mammadzada’s leadership” Mirza Bala wrote
an article titled “Rasulzada Mammad Amin (1884-1955)” in 1955
following the death of Mammad Amin Rasulzada. In this article, he
discussed how Rasulzada dedicated his entire life to raising a revolu-
tionary freedom army and combating Russian Empire’s imperialistic
and colonizing policies. He wrote that in Rasulzada’s series of artic-

0 Qasimli, M.C. Azerbaycan Tiirklerinin Milli Miicadele Tarihi 1920-1945 / —
Istanbul: Kakniis Yayinlari, 2006. — s. 156.

"1 Budak, A. Azerbaycan Musavat Partisinin 1911 — 1922 yillar: arasi faaliyetleri: /
Yiiksek lisans tezi/ Ankara: Hac1 Bayram Veli Universitesi Lisansiistii Egitim
Enstitiisti, 2019. —s. 102.

2 Budak, A. Azerbaycan Musavat Partisinin 1911 — 1922 yillar: arasi faaliyetleri: /
Yiiksek lisans tezi/ Ankara: Hac1 Bayram Veli Universitesi Lisansiistii Egitim
Enstitiist, 2019. —s. 103.
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les titled “National Revival”, he scientifically explained that the
unity of the nation is based on language and culture, not religion, and
that Islam represented a religious community, not a national one.
Mirza Bala also emphasized that the Turkic peoples, including Azer-
baijanis, were separate and independent from the Russian ruling and
Russian nations’.

Throughout his life, Mirza Bala remained loyal to his leader,
Mammad Amin Rasulzada, dedicating many writings to him. Among
these writings, the article “Rasulzade Mehmet Emin bey at 70”
stands out. In this article, Mirza Bala not only discussed Rasulzada’s
life and work but also analyzed the historical and literary events of
that period and provided political evaluations”.

Starting in 1955, Mirza Bala began working at the Soviet Union
Research Institute in Germany. Shortly after, he was elected the cha-
irman of the Scientific Council of the Institute and served in this po-
sition for two years. He also became the editor-in-chief of the Institu-
te's publication, the “Dergi”. Between 1955 and 1959, 13 of Mirza
Bala’s articles were published in the journal, where he continued to
write articles against the Soviet Union, contrary to the journal’s pub-
lication policy. During these years, Mirza Bala expressed his tho-
ughts on the independence of Azerbaijan through articles published
in the "Caucasus" and "United Caucasus™ journals, which were issu-
ed by the Caucasian Independence Committee.”®

In 1958, Mirza Bala wrote an article for the "Dergi" journal,
criticizing the Soviet Union's policies towards religion. He mentio-
ned that during the Soviet era, the “Imamzadeh” in Ganja and the
“Atagha” in Baku were sites of pilgrimage, and especially during the
Muharram month, the population visited these sites. To prevent op-

"4 Azorbaycan miihacirat adebiyyati kitabxanasi. VII cild. Mirze Bala Mohom-
modzada. Secilmis asarlori. / — Baki: Elm va tohsil, 2023. —s. 447; Mirzo Bala.
Rosulzado Mohommod ®min // Miinih: “Dergi”, Sovyetler Birliyini Ogrenme
Enstitiiti, yil 1, ocak-mart 1955, say1 1. —s. 134-139.

5 Ohmadli, R.A. Mirzo Bala Mohommodzadonin ictimai-siyasi goriislori / — Baka:
“Ozan”, 2017. —s. 172.

8 Demirci, S. Mirza Bala Mehmetzade ve soguk savas yazilar1 (Cumhuriyet ve
Milliyet gazetelerindeki yazilart) / — Istanbul: Post yaymevi, 2022. —s. 64.
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position from the Muslim community, the Soviet army hired religio-
us leaders known as “red mollahs” to organize the funerals of Mus-
lim soldiers. Mirza Bala also criticized the publication of books aga-
inst religion in the Soviet Union and mentioned that an organization
callec717the “Union of Atheists” was active in Baku as early as January
1925,

On May 22, 1958, the Soviet radio initiated another attack on
Islam, its philosophy, and fundamental principles. Mirza Bala wrote
that the Communist Party had used various methods and tactics aga-
inst Islam and Muslim nations, trying to appear as a friend and ally to
them while continuously fighting against Islamic culture, destroying
Under the Soviet regime, mosques were closed, religious education
was prohibited, and every opportunity for anti-religious propaganda
was created’®.

During this period, Mirza Bala made significant historical state-
ments related to the idea of Turkism. According to him, the slogan
“To Turkify, Islamize, and Modernize” was fundamental to the deve-
lopment of Azerbaijani society, turning its back on Russia while loo-
king towards Turkey and Western Europe™. As a result, Azerbaijan
managed to free itself from Russian subjugation and establish an in-
dependent, cultured state based on democratic principles from Wes-
tern Europe.

Mirza Bala Mammadzada continued his leadership of the Mu-
savat Party during the formation of the Azerbaijan Democratic Re-
public, analyzing the public-political situation in the period surroun-
ding the massacres in Baku under the leadership of Stepan Shaum-
yan. He emphasized that these events were not about class struggle
or proletarian revolution but were part of a national struggle. Among
the victims were Azerbaijani socialists and even Bolshevik commis-

" Mehmetzade, M.B. Sovyetlerin dini bir miiracaatnamesi miinasebeti ile. Dergi Mec-
muast, N 14, 1958. —s.5; Veliyev, A. Azerbaycan siyasi diisiince tarihi, s. 198.
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sars from Azerbaijan. After Mammad Amin Rasulzada's death on
March 6,8° 1955, Mirza Bala became the leader of the Musavat Party
and also the leader of the Turkic diaspora in exile, continuing his
work in the media until his death in 195981,

During his leadership of the Musavat Party, Mirza Bala Mam-

madzad promoted Mammad Amin Rasulzada’s ideas, and in his
scholarly work, he exposed the true nature of Soviet occupation poli-
cies.

In the Conclusion part, the following conclusions were reached
regarding the tasks set before the research:

At the beginning of the XX century, the struggle of intellectuals
and ideologues with a progressive worldview in the political, so-
cial, and ideological realms for the understanding of national
identity, the education of the Turks who were dependent on Rus-
sia, and the attainment of freedom significantly impacted the self-
awareness process of the people and the development of the na-
tional liberation movement. The publication of national newspa-
pers and journals played a crucial role in this process.

The main driving force of the national liberation movement, ba-
sed on progressive ideas, was the youth. Among them, Mirza Ba-
la Mammadzada, inspired by the ideas of Mammad Amin Rasul-
zada, actively advocated for the independence of the people, the
struggle against Tsarist Russia, and the establishment of a state
based on independent and democratic values through scientific
and journalistic writings in various media. He contributed to the
unification of the youth with a national spirit around a common
cause.

Mirza Bala Mammadzada was an active proponent of Turkism,
Islamism, and modernization ideas, as well as a staunch supporter
of creating a free, democratic state based on European values. It
was on the foundation of these ideas that the first democratic sta-
te in the Muslim East, the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, was

8 Veliyev A. Azerbaycan siyasi diisiince tarihi, s. 216-217.
81 Demirci, S. Mirza Bala Mehmetzade ve soguk savas yazilari (Cumhuriyet ve

Milliyet gazetelerindeki yazilart) / — Istanbul: Post yayimevi, 2022. —s. 64-65.
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established, carrying out progressive reforms in its brief existen-
ce. Mirza Bala considered the adoption of the Declaration of In-
dependence, which proclaimed the establishment of this state, a
turning point in Azerbaijan history.

Having been forced to emigrate to Iran, Turkey, and Europe to
escape the persecutions of Soviet Russia, Mirza Bala, although
never returning to Azerbaijan, did not refrain from fighting for
the national cause — Azerbaijan's independence, national identity,
and a democratic state based on these values. The progressive
ideas and values he fought for throughout his life laid the founda-
tion for Azerbaijan's restoration of its state independence in 1991.
On October 18, 1991, the Republic of Azerbaijan restored its sta-
te independence and became the successor of the Azerbaijan De-
mocratic Republic.

In general, the exploration of various aspects and directions of
the studied problem, as well as the research of the history of the
Republic and the activities of its founders, will contribute to the
enrichment and further development of the academic investigati-
on into this field.
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