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I. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
DISSERTATION

Relevance and degree of development of the topic One of
the issues in Azerbaijani historiography, marked by significant
contradictions and double standards regarding historical events, is the
public-political life in the Azerbaijan SSR (hereafter referred to as
the AzSSR) in the 1950s-60s of the 20th century.

The concept of "public-political life" is a generalized form of
the political behaviors of peoples, classes, strata, and individuals in
specific periods, countries, and regions. It is also the sum of the
political existence forms of individuals, groups, strata, and other
social communities striving to meet their interests®.

The primary reason for the relevance of this topic is its limited
exploration in both global and Azerbaijani historiography. The
processes occurring in public-political life during the discussed
period were studied separately to serve specific ideologies and were
not examined in an interconnected manner.

Research indicates that in Azerbaijani historiography, despite
the primary focus on the phenomenon of Mir Jafar Bagirov in the
historiography of the 1950s-60s, his role in the public-political life of
the AzSSR has not been unequivocally assessed. He has been overly
criticized in most aspects and idealized in some. The analysis of
historiography shows that the personality of M.C. Bagirov has not
been evaluated from the perspective of the events and social
regularities of the period. The same can be said about his successors,
Imam Mustafayev and Vali Akhundov, who led the republic.

The state administrative system and its characteristics, which
directly influenced the public-political life of the period, the impact
of the nomenclature system formed by the party organization on the
economic life of the period, and the social difficulties arising from
economic processes remain pressing issues in Azerbaijani
historiography.

The emergence of nationalist revival tendencies in the mid-
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20th century, such as the formation of anti-Soviet groups like the
"People's Freedom Organization,” "Committee for the Protection of
the Azerbaijani Language,” and "National Liberation Headquarters,"
and their activities hold particular relevance from the perspective of
Azerbaijan's struggle for independence.

An analysis of archival documents from the period indicates
that the Azerbaijani intelligentsia resisted the existing regime during
this time. The intelligentsia, who later became the ideological carriers
of the national liberation movement in the late 1980s, were formed
during this discussed period. The purposeful activities of the
Azerbaijani diaspora abroad also influenced the public-political life
in Azerbaijan.

Although various aspects of armenian separatism, which has
persisted for centuries, were extensively studied in the early and later
parts of the 20th century, the armenian separatism of the 1950s-60s
has been passed over in silence.

An analysis of the historiography of the period shows that the
history of the 1950s-60s was researched unilaterally by Soviet
historians under the dictation of the ruling Communist Party and in
accordance with its policies. This subjective approach to historical
research has had a negative impact on subsequent historical studies.
For this reason, like other periods of Soviet history, the
historiography of the 1960s requires reevaluation and objective
research.

The historiography of Azerbaijan in the 1950s-60s can be
chronologically divided into several stages. The first stage includes
books and articles published in the 1950s-60s. The publications of
the period lacked deep scientific content, were written in the spirit of
friendship among peoples and internationalism, and served primarily
to deny national identity by emphasising economic achievements
over the political mood of the period.

The research of Azerbaijani historiography regarding the socio-
political life of the Azerbaijani SSR in the 1950s and 1960s shows
that although more than 60 doctoral dissertations and over 100
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) dissertations? on various topics related
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to the political, economic, and cultural life of Azerbaijani society
were defended, the principles of Marxism-Leninism constituted the
main direction in the research of the period's problems, especially in
the works written in the 1950s and 1960s [2,3,4,7, 82,101,107] °.
These studies highlighted the victories achieved on the path to
building communism, glossed over issues related to public-political
life, and presented any societal flaws not as failures of the socialist
system but as individual shortcomings. Therefore, while most
research works of the period do not retain their scientific relevance
for the present day, they have been included in the study to
understand the period's atmosphere.

The 11 stage refers to the 70-80s of the last century. The ideas
presented in the works published during these years revolve around
the lives of individual labor heroes and the achievements in building
communism. The literature of this period often glosses over
significant political upheavals in the country or merely provides dry
facts, without offering political or historical analyses. Examples of
such works include those by S. Gendilov*, A. Nadirov®, and others.

Research into the historiography of the 1950s-80s reveals that
the contradictions arising in society stemmed from the essence of the
communist regime. The bans on criticizing the causes of these
contradictions within the regime also affected the historiography of
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the period.

The third phase encompasses the years of independence.
During these years, as the National Leader Heydar Aliyev put it,
"History puts everything in its place, and it is essential to accept,
understand, and evaluate history as it is." ® Works written during the
years of independence (5, 73, 83, 85, 106, 111) 7, including
dissertations by Latifa Hasanova®, Nazim Mammadov®, Kamal
Mahmudov'?, and others, have touched upon various issues related to
the problem. Although the dissertations of these authors are not
directly related to the problem being investigated, they have played
an auxiliary role in clarifying the political landscape of the period.

The historiography of the independence years has not
provided a unanimous evaluation of the public-political life of the
period, and there have been various approaches to the key figures
who played significant roles in the public-political life of the time. In
Adigozal Mammadov's'! works, M.C. Bagirov is idealized, while the
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public-political activities of other figures, who had a crucial role in
Azerbaijan's future political life, are passed over in silence or are
sometimes characterized negatively. For example, M.C. Bagirov's
negative attitude towards the prominent scientist Heydar Huseynov is
presented as a compulsion, while Imam Mustafayev's struggle
against M.C. Bagirov and his team is almost portrayed as treason. In
our opinion, it would be more appropriate to objectively evaluate the
activities of both individuals in the history of Azerbaijan.

Eldar Ismayilov's monographs "Power and the People:
Stalinism in Azerbaijan during the Post-War Period, 1945-1953"?
and "Azerbaijan: The First Years of 'Thaw, 1953-1956"1
chronologically complement each other. The first monograph
provides, for the first time in Azerbaijani historiography, a
characterization of the nomenclature management system of the
republic, which included the republic's leadership and elite during the
early post-war years. It also examines the attitude of the republic's
population towards events occurring in the USSR.

The second monograph focuses on the changes occurring in the
upper echelons of power and gradually in Soviet society, the
abandonment of repressive management methods, the beginning of
the process of rehabilitation, and the restoration of the rights of
victims of the Stalinist system.

Cemil Hasanli's monograph "National Issue in Azerbaijan:
Political Leadership and Intellectuals (1954-1959)" * reflects the
formation of new leadership in the republic, the measures
implemented by it, the inclusion of the state language law in the
constitution and its application, emerging difficulties, resistance from
the non-Azerbaijani population, efforts to rebuild the regime
nationwide after Stalin's death, and the revival of political life in the
republic as a result of the decisions of several plenums of the CPSU
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(Executive Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union)
based on archival materials.

The work clarifies the obscure aspects of the removal of I.
Mustafayev, M. Ibrahimov, and Sadiq Rahimov, who led the republic
from 1954 to 1959, from their positions with the intervention of
Moscow. In his monograph "Soviet Liberalism in Azerbaijan: Power.
Intellectuals. People (1959-1969) ", C. Hasanli investigates the
impact of new trends, especially observed in literature and art, on
public and political life during the rule of Vali Akhundov.

Ibrahim Zeynalov's monograph "Totalitarian Soviet Society:
Lessons of History - Azerbaijan SSR in the 1920s-1950s"® examines
the central government's intervention in the activities of the
leadership in Azerbaijan in the late 1950s, the deepening political
crisis, and issues related to the change of political leadership in the
republic.

Tahir Gaffarov's monograph "Lifestyle of the Rural Population
in Azerbaijan: Deformation of Universal and National Values (1960-
1990)" 1" analyzes the alienation of the population in the Azerbaijani
village from property, land, labor, economic-political and moral
activities, and the deformation of lifestyle and universal and national
values under the administrative-command system, non-economic
methods of management in the agricultural sector, an undemocratic
political system, and an ideology based on fabricated dogmas.

Khaladdin Ibrahimli's monograph "History of Azerbaijani
Emigration"!8 plays a significant role in the study of the activities of
Azerbaijani emigrants and the organization of legions in the 1950s-
60s.

In Ismayil Umudlu's book "Dissident Thought Movement in

5Hosonli, C.P. Azarbaycanda sovet liberalizmi: Hakimiyyot. Ziyalilar. Xalq (1959-
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Azerbaijan during the Soviet Era"'®, the struggle of free-thinking
intellectuals in Azerbaijan during the Soviet occupation period is
highlighted, shedding light on the paths of struggle of those
persecuted such as Chingiz Abdullayev, Jahid Hilal oghlu, Asif Ata
(Efendiyev), Mohammad Hatemi Tantekin, Abulfaz Elchibey,
Shamil Saleh, and others.

The research also utilizes articles published in scientific
journals. The articles by 1. Zeynalov®, K. Mahmudov?, and J.
Bahramov?® have been helpful in revealing the socio-political
landscape of the period.

It has been determined that Russian researchers such as D.
Churakov?®, R. Pikhoya?*, A. Shevyakin®, V. Kozlov?®, and others
have approached the problem from a Great Russian chauvinistic
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perspective and considered the processes in Azerbaijan from their
interests. Russian historians, who acted from national colonial
interests, made distortions in the analysis of events in Azerbaijan
during the period under study, labeling national revival tendencies as
a separatist anti-Soviet movement and anti-Russian nationalism.
Most Russian historians, when discussing the dissident movement in
Soviet society, emphasized the Islamic factor in Azerbaijan,
attributing the weakness of dissidence to the low level of societal
development, while in the Baltic States, Western Ukraine, Armenia,
and Georgia, dissidence was presented at the level of national
opposition and was welcomed by the masses?’.

In A. Pijikov's monograph, he uniquely argues that there was
no strong opposition to Soviet power in Azerbaijan in the 1950s-60s,
writing: "Unlike Georgia and Armenia, a solid national opposition
did not emerge in Azerbaijan. While intellectuals in the Baltic
countries, Ukraine, Georgia, and Armenia could claim the role of
leaders of the national movement, this trend was not confirmed in
Azerbaijan. The national movement in Azerbaijan, in terms of
political ‘backwardness' and ‘immaturity," was on the same level as
the national movements of the Central Asian and Kazakh republics.
The socio-cultural distance from the Soviet worldview for the
Azerbaijani national movement was related to the Muslim factor"2.

In our opinion, this kind of connection is unfounded and relies
more on the factor of religious discrimination. It would be more
accurate to link the reasons for the more organized dissident
movement in the mentioned regions not with a higher level of
development but with the unique characteristics of the socio-political
processes. As for the Baltic republics and the Western Ukraine
region, the author somehow "forgets" that these territories had just
been incorporated into the USSR, that there were intellectuals with
dissenting views in these regions, and that armed resistance to Soviet
power continued in these regions until the early 1950s.

2ly6un, A.B. Ouccunents, nedopmansl u ceodboga B8 CCCP/ A.B. lly6un. —
Mocksa: Beue, —2008. — 384 c.
BlIekukoB, A.B.Xpymesckas «orrenens» /A.B.ITbokukos.-Mockpa: OJIMA-
IMPEC, —2002. — 734 c., 5.306.
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A. Pijikov's statement that “in Armenia, intellectuals could
claim the role of leaders of the national movement™ is one-sided. It
seems the author did not consider the migration of tens of thousands
of Armenian emigrants from various countries of the world to
Armenia in the 1940s-60s and the difficulties of their adaptation to
the Soviet way of life, and instead highlighted the religious factor.

The situation in Georgia was completely different. The
discontent there arose against the background of the central authority
being held by the Georgian party elite (losif Stalin, Lavrenti Beria -
Sh.V.), who were the organizers of the repressions, in the 1930s-50s.
The suppression of the 1956 anti-Soviet uprising in Georgia by force
was directed against the revival of freedom ideas and national
awakening.

A. Pijikov's expression that "the national movement in
Azerbaijan was on the same level as the national movements of the
Central Asian and Kazakh republics in terms of political
'backwardness' and 'immaturity’ ” also stems from political jealousy.
Because in the 1950s-60s, the national movement in the Azerbaijani
SSR differed from other allied republics with its unique
characteristics. Research shows that, despite the existing pressures,
the attempt of the Azerbaijani people to preserve Islamic values
cannot be explained by the Islamic factor in the national movement.
On the contrary, in the struggle for national values, the Azerbaijani
intellectuals were leading.

In the research of Russian historian V. Kozlov, political
interests dominated the assessment of events. V. Kozlov, who
described the 1963 Sumgayit events as a nationalist anti-Russian
movement, attempted to cover up the participation of Russians and
other Christian sect peoples in the movement. However, archival
documents provide ample evidence of the close involvement of
Russians and other nationalities in these events. The collection titled
"The USSR Prosecutor's Office's Process of Monitoring Anti-Soviet
Agitation and Propaganda Cases. March 1953-1991," edited by V.
Kozlov, also contains information on the existence of anti-Soviet
dissent in the Azerbaijani SSR and the Azerbaijani citizens arrested
for this reason.
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Thus, summarizing the historiography on the degree of development
of the topic, we can say that, with minor exceptions, both Azerbaijani
and Russian historiography have approached the issues one-sidedly.
In this regard, the formation of a new perspective on the causes and
consequences of events after the restoration of Azerbaijan's
independence, the acquisition of new archival materials, and the
approach to the problem from a new angle have been required, and
this perspective has been the main focus in the dissertation.

Object and subject of the research. The object of the research
topic consists of the socio-political processes in the Azerbaijani SSR
in the 1950s-60s and the factors influencing them. The subject of the
research includes the investigation of the state administration system,
its characteristics, the nomenclature system, economic processes,
state-religion relations, the preservation of national values, the never-
ending struggle for freedom, the dissident movement, and the
struggle to preserve the territorial integrity of the republic as integral
parts of socio-political life.

The purpose and objectives of the research. The dissertation
aims to study the state administration system, its characteristics, the
nomenclature system of the state, the struggle of the republican
leadership to protect national interests in the face of the center, the
existence of anti-Soviet groups, and the dissident movement in the
Azerbaijani SSR in the 1950s-60s against the backdrop of less-
addressed yet relevant problems in Azerbaijani historiography.
Research on the following issues was deemed necessary:

1. To study the ethno-demographic processes affecting socio-political
life in the Azerbaijani SSR in the 1950s-60s, the state governance
system, legislative, executive, judicial, and prosecutorial systems,
and to conduct analyses and generalizations on the state's personnel
policy and the structures of the Azerbaijan Communist Party
(hereafter AKP);

2. To determine the decisive impact of economic processes on socio-
political life in the republic;

3. To prove with sources the struggle of the Azerbaijani leadership to
protect national interests before Moscow and to reveal the difficulties
of this struggle for national interests;
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4. To clarify the essence of the USSR's religious policy, the reasons
for the anti-religious policies implemented, and to elucidate the
causes of the emergence of religious extremism in modern times;

5. To determine the causes and consequences of the emergence of
anti-Soviet sentiment in Azerbaijan in the 1950s-60s, the activities of
anti-Soviet groups and organizations, and the impact of Azerbaijani
emigration on socio-political life;

6. To clarify the territorial claims of Armenian separatist forces
against the Azerbaijani SSR and their anti-Turkish and anti-
Azerbaijani activities.

Research methods: The methodological basis of the
dissertation consists of scientific objectivity, general research
methods related to the problem - scientific analysis and synthesis,
comparative analysis of source materials, critical approach to sources
and historical literature, necessary deduction and induction in the
analysis of materials related to the investigated problem, analysis and
synthesis, content analysis of press materials, observation and
forecasting.

Through the historical retrospective method, the history of
social relations, with the sociological method, the dependence of
socio-political events, existing economic (production) relations, and
the social structure of society on the prevailing ideology and cultural
values in the country were determined, and with the institutional
method, the activities of institutions where political activities were
carried out (state governance structures, activities of public
organizations and unions) were investigated. Through the content
analysis method, the legislation regulating socio-political life was
studied, the fundamental principles underlying ideological policy
were revealed, and with the critical-dialectical method, the critical
analysis of politics was conducted, its internal contradictions and the
driving forces of political changes were determined.

The following points have been brought forward for
defense:

- The problems and negative activities of the state governance system
affecting power-population relations in the Azerbaijani SSR in the
1950s-60s negatively impacted socio-political life;
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- Social-economic and socio-political processes during the
investigated period were among the factors affecting the public life
of the republic's population;

- The national policy of the USSR leadership regarding Azerbaijan
is aimed at the destruction of national values;

- Some reasons for the emergence of religious extremism in modern
times are the result of Soviet religious policy implemented in the
1950s-60s;

- Despite the repressions carried out in the 1950s-60s, Azerbaijani
intellectuals continued to fight for the upbringing of the younger
generation in the spirit of national patriotism;

- The causes and consequences of the emergence of anti-Soviet
sentiment in the Azerbaijani SSR influenced socio-political life;

- Armenian separatist forces continued their territorial claims and
anti-Turkish, anti-Azerbaijani activities against Azerbaijan in the
1950s-60s;

The main basis of the scientific novelty of the research is the
revelation of changes in the socio-political life of the Azerbaijani
SSR;

- While analyzing the state governance system of the Azerbaijani
SSR, the Ministry of Defense within the composition of the Council
of Ministers of the Azerbaijani SSR was included in the research;

- For the first time, the Azerbaijani dissident movement has been
viewed as an independent political enlightenment direction of the
national liberation and anti-Soviet movement;

- Previously unnoticed, the unknown activists of the ongoing
freedom struggle against the Russian colonial system in the 1950s-
60s were uncovered,

- Scattered information about the National Liberation Headquarters,
the first national identity organization of Azerbaijani intellectuals,
was collected and included in the research;

- The causes of the emergence of modern religious extremism, which
is a result of the USSR's atheism policy, were revealed;

- The manifestations of Armenian separatism in the 1950s-60s were
investigated from the perspective of contemporary historical realities.

Theoretical and Practical Significance of the Research: The
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theoretical part of the dissertation is based on the documents from the
Public-Political Documents Archive of the Office of the President of
the Republic of Azerbaijan (ARPIIISSA) and the State Archive of
the Republic of Azerbaijan (ARDA), stenographic reports of the IlI-
VIl convocations of the Supreme Soviet of the Azerbaijani SSR,
constitutions of the USSR and the Azerbaijani SSR, materials from
the congresses and plenums of the CPSU and AKP, laws of the
Azerbaijani SSR, decrees of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of
the Azerbaijani SSR, and the chronological collection of decisions of
the Council of Ministers of the Azerbaijani SSR, while in the
research process, materials from the published document collections
of the archives of the Russian Federation and periodical press
materials were used.

The factual materials, scientific results, and generalizations
used in the dissertation can be used as auxiliary material in writing
textbooks and teaching aids on the history of Azerbaijan and in
conducting specialized courses and seminars.

Approbation and application of the research: The main
scientific results and content of the research are reflected in the
author's 15 articles published in reputable scientific journals abroad
and in Azerbaijan, and in the speeches made at republican and
international scientific conferences.

Name of the institution where the dissertation was
conducted: The dissertation was conducted at the Department of
History of Azerbaijan at the Azerbaijan State Pedagogical University
and was discussed and recommended for defense at the department
meetings held on December 15, 2020 (protocol No. 6).

The total volume of the dissertation, with the separate
volumes of the structural sections indicated. The overall volume of
the dissertation (excluding the list of references, annexes, and
abbreviations) is 287 838 characters. This includes the Title Page -
326, Table of Contents - 1602, Introduction — 22 942, Chapter |1 — 73
450, Chapter 11 — 104 230, Chapter Il — 74 173, and Conclusion —
11 115.
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1. MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION

In the "Introduction™ section of the dissertation, the relevance
and scientific significance of the topic are substantiated, its
chronological framework is indicated, the level of study of the
problem and source studies are described, and the objectives and
tasks of the research are determined. Additionally, the
methodological basis, scientific novelty, and practical significance of
the research are indicated.

The first chapter of the dissertation, titled "Ethno-
demographic processes, state management system, and economic
life affecting public-political life in the Azerbaijan SSR in the
1950s-60s,™ consists of four subsections.

In the first subsection, "Ethno-demographic processes in the
Azerbaijan SSR," it is noted that during World War 1l, more than
700,000 people were mobilized from the AzSSR into the army,
275,000 of whom died in the war?®, and approximately 145,000 did
not return to their homeland for various reasons. Some of the
population died due to hunger and various deprivations, or migrated
to other republics due to economic hardships. Only during 1950-55
was there a significant increase in population in Azerbaijan, growing
by more than 20%%*. This increase was influenced not only by
natural growth but also by the deportation of Azerbaijani population
from the Armenian SSR to the AzSSR and the settlement of a
significant number of Meskhetian Turks in the republic.

In the 1950s and 1960s, the rapid increase in the urban
population was a significant social change in the Azerbaijan SSR.The
factor of "false urbanization™ played a significant role in the rapid
increase in urban population. The urban population grew not only
due to natural growth in existing cities and migration from rural areas
to cities, but also due to the reclassification of various settlements as
cities®L,

2 Muradov, S. M. Azorbaycan Respublikasinda etno-demoqrafik proseslor: tarixi
dayisikliklar ve realliglar / S.M.Muradov, C.©.Baxis —Bak1: Avropa, —-2013. - 1355, 5.13

30 Yeno orada, s.34.

31 Nadirov, A. Sovet Azarbaycanmin gohorlari vo onlarda sonayenin inkisafi / A.Nadirov. —
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The urbanization process, which affected public-political life,
was more related to the state's complete control over all areas of
society, including the economy, which failed to meet the economic
interests of the population. Therefore, urbanization was linked to
both the objective reason of population displacement due to
industrial development and the subjective factors resulting from the
unsuccessful policies of the Soviet state in rural areas.

The second subsection is titled "The state management
system in the Azerbaijan SSR." It is substantiated that the Supreme
Soviet, which had legislative functions, held little significance in the
country's political life. Sessions were convened only to approve
decrees issued by the Presidium. These decrees were prepared in the
Central Committee apparatus without the consent and participation of
the legislative body. The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
AzSSR, in addition to its legislative function, also performed
executive and decree-issuing functions.

Local Soviets, known as Councils of Workers' Deputies, which
acted in a municipal role, were divided into village, settlement, city,
district, and provincial Soviets from the bottom up.

In the research work, alongside the bloated bureaucratic
executive authority exemplified by the Council of Ministers, the
study also examined the judiciary system and its structure: civil and
criminal boards, the Plenum of the Supreme Court, the Presidium of
the Supreme Court, district (city) People's Courts, their judges,
people's assessors, the institution of Comrades' Courts, and the
functions and authorities of the Prosecutor's Office system, their
formation process, and their social and ethnic composition.

The third subsection is titled "The Communist Party of
Azerbaijan. The nomenclature system and personnel policy.™ Itis
substantiated that from the bottom up, the first secretaries of the
district, city, provincial, and republican party committees held
unlimited power over the state management system.

Plans and decisions related to the country's socio-political,
economic, and cultural life were made at the Congress, the supreme
body of the party. To ensure the implementation of the Congress

Baki: Ganclik, —1973. - 39 s.,5.12.
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decisions, inter-congress plenums were regularly convened. Inter-
plenum administration was carried out by the political bureau . The
decision of the Central Committee bureau was final and mandatory
for the legislative and executive authorities to implement.

One of the main institutions of the Soviet political system was
the nomenclature institution, based on which the nomination and
appointment of candidates for key positions were carried out by party
committees. Although the term "elite” was not used in official Soviet
documents and socio-political literature, the term "nomenclature”
accurately reflected the characteristics of the party-state leadership.

The last 4th subsection of Chapter 1 is titled ""The Impact of
Economic Processes on Socio-Political Life." It is noted that in the
1950s-60s, the national economy of the Azerbaijan SSR was also
managed in a centralized manner, with the creation, planning, and
management of sectoral structures being regulated by the decisions of
the center. The tasks of further developing the republic's economy
were determined in the V-VIII five-year plans of the national
economy, as well as in the seven-year plan (1959-1965) 32,

Chapter 11 is titled "Political Life in the Azerbaijan SSR in
the 1950s-60s."" This chapter is divided into four subsections,
including nine paragraphs.

The 2.1. subsection of Chapter Il of the dissertation is titled
"Political Situation in the Republic in the Early 1950s. The
Strengthening of the Ideology of Azerbaijani ldentity" and is
divided into two paragraphs.

The first paragraph, titled ""Great Russian Chauvinism and
Azerbaijan," argues that after World War 1I, the ideology of
equality of nations was gradually pushed to the background, and the
Soviet national policy underwent significant changes, leading to the
revival of traditional "Great Russian™ chauvinism in a new form. In
this process, the denial of national-ethnic cultures was at the
forefront, with the study of the histories of nations living in the
USSR being approached from a class perspective or falsified to instill
feelings of hatred and disdain for their past and historical figures

32 Azorbaycan tarixi: [7 cildda] / red. hey. sodri T.Qaffarov.-Baki: Elm-c.7.-2008. - 608 s.,
s.140.
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while portraying the Russian nation as noble, modest, and
intellectually superior, thus diminishing other nations.

The paragraph clarifies the physical and moral repression of
national intellectuals who were carriers of national-social thought,
the attacks on the epic "Kitabi-Dede Qorqud,” and attempts to
separate the Azerbaijani people from their ethnic roots by changing
their name. Documents prove that the policy was to subjugate the
nations and peoples living in the USSR to a slave mentality and
convince them of a bright future in communism with the help of the
"big brother" Russian people.

In paragraph 2.1.2 of the subsection, "Events and the
Struggle for Power in the Center and the Republic after Stalin's
Death," it is clarified and documented that after Stalin's death, the
reforms carried out in all areas of society primarily aimed to reduce
the influence of the party nomenclature on power and to increase the
role of state authorities in governance. The struggle for power
between the party nomenclature, which sought to regain the position
where the first person in the state was the Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party, and the structures of state power
intensified, resulting in the defeat of the latter.

The impact of the struggle for power did not bypass
Azerbaijan. M.C. Baghirov was removed from office, and new forces
came to power. The dissertation clarifies, based on archival
documents, the political and physical struggle for survival during the
brief rules of Teymur Guliyev and Mir Teymur Yakubov.

Il subsection of Chapter Il is titled "Power Change,
Softening , and the Struggle for the Mother Tongue in the
Republic in the Mid-1950s."" This subsection is divided into 3
paragraphs.

In paragraph 2.2.1, titled ""Power Change in the Republic," it
is noted that the close association of M.T. Yakubov and T. Guliyev
with M.C. Baghirov concerned Moscow, leading to the resolution of
the leadership issue in Azerbaijan by the end of the 4th working day
of the 20th Congress, which continued from February 12 to 16, 1954.
Following the 20th Congress of the AKP, the process of personnel
changes in Azerbaijan began. There were also personnel changes in
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the law enforcement agencies. In April, the Ministry of Internal
Affairs was split into two parts. The State Security Committee was
established under the Council of Ministers of the Azerbaijan SSR. A.
Guskova was appointed as the chairman of the KGB, and A. Buliga
was appointed as the Minister of Internal Affairs. Moscow tried to
maintain control over the leadership of Azerbaijan by appointing its
emissaries to the law enforcement agencies.

However, some time later, the attempt of Moscow emissary
Guskova to act independently and not comply with the republic's
leadership led to a clash with I. Mustafayev, the first secretary of the
ACP Central Committee, who sought to keep the KGB under his
control.

To strengthen control over the republic, Dmitri Nikolayevich
Yakovlev was sent to the disposal of the AKP Central Committee on
November 12, 1955, by the decision of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union to be “elected” as the second
secretary. On November 22, he took the position of the second
secretary of the ACP Central Committee®,

One of the changes in personnel policy after the 20th Congress
was the gradual decline of excessive political considerations in the
promotion of personnel to state administration bodies.

In paragraph 2.2.2, titled *'softening,” the trend of softening
in society after the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union is examined.

The most important process in the second half of the 1950s was
the expansion of the process of rehabilitation and exoneration. In a
report signed by Sultan Imanov, the vice-chairman of the Supreme
Court of Azerbaijan, and sent to the AKP Central Committee in
1956, it was stated that from October 1954 to May 1956, 939 cases
were received by the Supreme Court with the signature of the
prosecutor's office of the USSR and the Azerbaijan SSR. The
Presidium and the Judicial Board of the Supreme Court of the
Azerbaijan SSR reviewed 2024 cases involving 918 individuals,
1829 criminal cases involving 770 individuals were terminated,

3 Hosonli, C.P. Azorbaycanda milli mosala: siyasi rohborlik vo ziyahlar / C.
Hosanli. — Baki: Adiloglu, — 2008. — 543 s.. 5.60.
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decisions were made to cancel the convictions of 171 individuals in
127 cases, and the sentences of 24 individuals in 21 cases were
reduced,

The epic "Kitabi-Dede Qorqud,” the national identity passport
of the Azerbaijani people, was exonerated®>.

In paragraph 2.2.3 of the subsection titled "The Struggle
for the Mother Tongue,” various aspects of the struggle for the
mother tongue have been examined. The paragraph investigates the
joint struggle of Azerbaijani intellectuals and leadership, resulting in
the adoption of the law on August 20 and 21, 1956, at the 3rd session
of the 4th convocation of the Supreme Soviet of the Azerbaijan SSR,
to add an article to the Constitution of the Azerbaijan SSR about the
state language status of the Azerbaijani language®. The reaction of
Moscow to this, the struggle of the Azerbaijani state to protect its
national interests, and the ultimate victory of the Azerbaijani
leadership are reflected.

2.3 subsection of Chapter Il is titled "*Abandoning Attempts
at Reform and Liberalism Trends in the Center. The Next
Change of Power in the Republic"” and consists of 2 paragraphs.

Paragraph 2.3.1, titled "Abandoning Attempts at Reform
and Liberalism Trends in the Center," discusses the relaxation
policy after Stalin's death, the national awakening in the union
republics, the support of this national awakening at the level of party
and state leadership in Azerbaijan, unlike other union republics, and
the Center's concern. Especially, the granting of state language status
to the Azerbaijani language, the Azerbaijani leadership's unwavering

3% Cnpaeka «O nepecmotpe jien BepxoeHbIM cynom Aszep6aiimukanckoit CCP o
peabuiaWTanMy  TpaxKJaH HEOCHOBATEIFHO  OCYXKJICHHBIX 3a  TArdaiime
MPECTYIUIEHHUS IPOTHUB rocyapcTBa mo cocrosiauio ¢ 1/X-54 r. mo 10 /V-56 roma»
(baky: 10 mas 1954 roma) // AOIIAYAIIAP, ®ong Nel, omucek Ne 43, memo Ne
181, nucr — 8-9.

% Azorbaycan Kommunist Partiyas1 Morkozi Komitosino “Kitabi -Dado-Qorqud”
dastanlar1 haqqinda. (Baki: 19 noyabr 1956-c1 il.) ARPIIISSA, // Fond Ne 1,
siyahi Ne 44, is Ne 39, varoq — 149-166.

% Azorbaycan Sovet Sosialist Respublikasi Konstitusiyasina Azarbaycan dilinin
dovlat dili olmast barssinde madds olave edilmasi haqqinda qanun. (Baki: 21
avqust 1956- c1il) // ARDA, Fond Ne 2941, siyahi Ne 9, ig Ne 59 , voraq — 255.
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stance on this issue, and the impact of events in Azerbaijan on other
republics of the Soviet Empire led to Moscow's reaction.

Paragraph 2.3.2, titled ""The Next Change of Power in the
Republic,"” investigates the political events that occurred in
Azerbaijan in 1958-1959 through archival materials and provides a
political assessment of these events. The preparation for the change
of power by Moscow in the Azerbaijan SSR, the sending of a 26-
member commission to Azerbaijan, and the investigation results of
the commission are examined based on documents.

The subsection 2.4 of Chapter Il, titled "Public-Political
Life in the Azerbaijan SSR in the 1960s,” consists of two
paragraphs. Paragraph 2.4.1, titled ""Attempts by the Center to
Strengthen Control Over the Public-Political Situation in the
Republic,” discusses the measures taken by the new leadership,
which came to power following the IX Plenum of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 1959, to
demonstrate to Moscow that it was keeping the public-political life in
the republic under control.

Reports sent from higher education institutions, where the
revival of national consciousness was more pronounced, were of
special importance. This was because the development of the
socialist future depended on the position of these young students.
Therefore, the state policy related to student youth was investigated
in the research work, and certain scientific conclusions were reached.

The section also covers the protest of our intellectuals against
the celebration of the 150th anniversary of Azerbaijan's annexation to
Russia. One of the most important events of the second half of the
1960s was the special celebration of Novruz as a national holiday,
and the significant role of the prominent public figure and Secretary
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Azerbaijan
SSR, Sh. Qurbanov, in this matter is particularly highlighted.

The unsuccessful reforms carried out in the USSR in the
1950s-60s, the ambiguous reception of the utopian ideas announced
at the 22nd Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(October 1961) about the establishment of communism in the near
future, the decline in N.S. Khrushchev's reputation, and the impact of
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the state coup in Moscow on the Azerbaijan SSR are investigated in
the second paragraph of the subsection titled *"The State Coup in
Moscow and Azerbaijan™ (2.4.2).

The party-economic leadership viewed Khrushchev's economic
and political changes as treacherous innovations. Ordinary citizens
were worried about rising prices and empty store shelves. Due to the
suppression and destruction of private peasant farms, the standard of
living for peasants in 1964 was lower than in 1940%". All these
factors accelerated N. Khrushchev's overthrow.

On July 8, 1969, the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Azerbaijan returned to the issue of the repressed. In
connection with the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the
Azerbaijan SSR, a decision was made to immortalize the names of
prominent statesmen and fighters for Soviet power. The list included
names of those repressed in 1937-1938. This event hastened V.
Akhundov's departure from office®. As a result, according to the
decision of the Plenum on July 14, 1969, V. Akhundov was relieved
of his duties as the First Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Azerbaijan due to health reasons and his
election as Vice-President of the Azerbaijan SSR Academy of
Sciences. The Plenum elected Heydar Alirza oglu Aliyev as the First
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Azerbaijan, transitioning him from a candidate member to a full
member of the Central Committee®. Thus, it was justified that
Azerbaijan entered a new period of its history - the renaissance
period.

11 chapter of the dissertation, titled *State Religion

UYypaxos, [I. O. CCCP npu bpexnese. [IpaBna Benukoit amoxu / [I. Uypakos. —
Mocksa: Beue, — 2014. — 320 ¢. ¢.45

38 [Tocranosnenue Bropo Llentpansnoro Komutera Kommaptuu Azep6Gaiinxana

«O0 yBEKOBEUYCHUH MAMSTH BUIHBIX U TOCYJAAPCTBEHHBIX JIEATelNei U aKTUBHBIX

y4acTHHKOB 00pbObI 3a mobdeny CoBeTckoii Biaactu B Azepbaiimkane.» (baky: 8

utonst 1969 roma) // AOIIIY AITAP, ®ona Nel, ormce Ne 56, memo Ne 44, nuct —

74-109

% Marepuannt 3acenanus XVI Ilnenyma Ilentpansroro Komurera Kommapruu

Aszepoaitmkana (baky: 14 urons 1969 rona) // AOIIAYATIAP, ®oux Nel, onmck Ne

56, meno Ne 5, muct —7-10
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Relations in the Azerbaijan SSR in the 1950s-60s. Trends of
National Revival. The Struggle Against armenian Separatism,"
consists of three subsections. In the subsection titled “The Reflection
of Religious Policy in the Socio-Political Life of the Azerbaijan
SSR™ (3.1.), the expansion of agent activities within religious
communities and organizations operating in Azerbaijan, the control
of the Caucasus Muslims Board by state security agencies, and the
placement of their personnel within the seven-member supreme
council of the religious administration are discussed®. After the
decision of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union on November 28, 1958, to stop visits to so-called "holy
places,” the destruction of these "holy places” began, with some
being used for economic needs, some given to recreational facilities,
and in some cases, museum branches being established. In 1961, the
addition of Article 141-1 to the Criminal Code, titled "Violation of
citizens' personalities and rights under the pretext of performing
religious rituals,” which included up to 3 years of imprisonment or 5
years of exile*!, is shown with facts.

In the subsection "Strengthening of the National Self-
Awareness Process™ (3.2) of Chapter Ill, the process of national
self-awareness in the Azerbaijan SSR during the 1950s-60s was
examined based on archival materials. The study and analysis of the
documents show that Azerbaijani intellectuals were at the forefront in
the struggle for national values. The granting of state language status
to the Azerbaijani language and the existence of secret organizations
such as the "People's Freedom Committee™ (1960), the "National
Liberation Headquarters” (1962), and the "Committee for the
Defense of the Azerbaijani Language" (1965) indicated the
intellectuals’ struggle.

One of the issues that caused serious concern for the Soviet
state in the 1950s was the increased activity of emigrants and

40 Hosonli, C.P.Azorbaycanda milli mosolo: siyasi rohberlik vo ziyalilar / C.
Hosonli. — Baki: Adiloglu, — 2008. — 543 s., 5.97.

#“Azorbaycan SSR Cinayat vo Cinayat Prosessual macalalarine slavslor hagqqinda
Azorbaycan Ali Soveti Royasat heyotinin formam (Baki: 4 may 1961-ci il) //
ARDA, Fond Ne 2941, siyaht Ne 7, is Ne 1252 , voroq — 170-171.
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legionnaires abroad.

The dissertation clarifies the events that occurred in Sumgayit
on November 7, 1963, the 46th anniversary of the October
Revolution.

Various political groups fighting against the existing Soviet
regime were also active in Azerbaijan in the 1960s. One such
organization was the "National Liberation Headquarters"#?, also
known as the "National Azerbaijan Headquarters”, created by a
group of intellectuals in 1962.

One of the pioneers of the national liberation movement that
began in the 1960s was Bakhtiyar Vahabzade. His poem "Gulustan,"
written in 1958, depicted the just struggle of the divided Azerbaijani
people for freedom and independence. Another poet openly
criticizing the existing regime was Khalil Rza. His poem "Mother
Tongue" and the epic "Wounds Wrapped in Barbed Wire" caused a
serious resonance in society.

Speaking about B. Vahabzade and X. Rza at a meeting
dedicated to the professional holiday of National Security employees,
the National Leader Heydar Aliyev said: "Today, | can say with great
pride that during the time I held senior positions in the State Security
agencies and even after... we did not arrest a single dissident, we
never arrested anyone for anti-Soviet propaganda. ...While working
in the KGB, the issue of arresting B. Vahabzade arose. At that time, |
saved him... Such a person was facing great calamity then... Because
he loved his nation, wrote articles and poems about the nation's
concerns, and wrote the poem 'Gulustan." They proposed to arrest
him for that. They also proposed to arrest X. Rza ... "%,

From the thoughts of the National Leader Heydar Aliyev at the
meeting dedicated to the professional holiday of National Security
employees regarding B. Vahabzade and X. Rza, it is clear that in the
1960s, the geography of the national dissident movement began to
expand significantly.

42 Azorbaycan tarixi: [7 cilddo] / red. hey. sodri T.Qaffarov. — Baki: EIm, — ¢.7. —
2008. — 608 s.,5s.119.

43 Bliyev, H.O. Miistoqilliyimiz obodidir: [46 cilddo] / H. Dliyev.-Baki: Azarnosr,-
c. 10.-2002. - 472 s.,5.342.
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The subsection 3.3 of the dissertation, titled ""The Struggle
Against armenian separatism,” has been researched. The analysis
of archival documents shows that during the mentioned period,
Armenian separatism had a significant impact on the socio-political
life in Azerbaijan. To prevent the emerging tendencies of national
revival in Azerbaijan, ethnic hatred was reignited. The resurfacing of
the Nagorno-Karabakh and Nakhchivan issues and giving them a
legal character in some instances were connected to the strengthening
of national awakening in Azerbaijan. In line with the interests of the
Center, artificial territorial claims against Azerbaijan in Armenia
were brought into the open, creating an anti-Turkish sentiment.

The analysis of archival materials leads to the conclusion that
Moscow supported the criminal incidents, provocative, and separatist
activities in both the Armenian SSR and the Nagorno-Karabakh
Autonomous Oblast of the Azerbaijan SSR, even enabling the
reduction of penalties for criminals.

In the ""Conclusion” section of the dissertation, generalizations
have been made, and new scientific ideas and considerations
stemming from the research's goals and objectives have been
reflected. It was determined through the research that during its
existence, the Soviet state operated according to a totalitarian
administrative-command system. Although democratic freedoms
were envisaged in the constitution adopted in the mid-1930s, the lack
of pluralism, which is the main indicator of freedom of thought and
speech in society, cast doubt on the future development of Soviet
society.

The research showed that in the Soviet administrative system,
the Supreme Soviet carried legislative functions, while the Presidium
of the Supreme Soviet legally played an executive and decree-issuing
role, concentrating the powers of a bourgeois society's president in its
hands. As for the executive power, the Azerbaijan SSR had a more
swollen executive authority compared to other union republics.
Another branch of state power—the law enforcement system—was
monopolized by the Communist Party.

The analysis of the economic life of the period shows that
although certain economic successes were achieved, the
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establishment of the Council of National Economy, created to
eliminate and improve economic difficulties, did not yield effective
results.

Research indicated that during the promotion of the "Great
Russian™ ideology, the denial of national-ethnic culture was
prioritized, and a policy of belittling other nations was pursued,
resulting in both physical and moral repression of national
intellectuals who were carriers of national public thought.

The policy of the Soviet state regarding religion aimed to
distance people from their cultural heritage and traditions, and to
form a new socialist culture and its carriers, modeled after the Soviet
Union.

After the 20th Congress, as the ice of the totalitarian regime
melted, the awakening of national consciousness among the peoples
of the USSR, including the Azerbaijani people, intensified. The
granting of state language status to the Azerbaijani language and the
existence of secret organizations such as the "People's Freedom
Committee" (1960), the "National Liberation Headquarters" (1962),
and the "Committee for the Defense of the Azerbaijani Language"
(1965) indicated the struggle of Azerbaijani intellectuals. The
Azerbaijani dissident movement was, in fact, an enlightenment
movement that formed a new social thought.

The main content of the dissertation is reflected in the following
published scientific works by the author:

1. XX osrin 60-c1 illorindo Azorbaycan SSR-do milli - dirgalis
meyllori. “Milli Azadliq Qerargah1” // Azorbaycangiinasligin aktual
problemlori VI beynolxalq elmi konfransin materiallari. 1 hisso
Baki: — 5-7 may, — 2015, — s.442-444.

2. XX osrin 50-ci illorindo Azorbaycan SSR-do dovlat dili ugrunda
miibarizo // “Ulu 6ndor Heydor Oliyev irsinde multikultural vo
tolerant doyorlor” Beynolxalq elmi konfransin materiallar1. II hisso
Baki: — 5-7 may, — 2016, — s.376-378.

3. XX oasrin 50 - 60-c1 illorindo SSRI do aparilana ugursuz islahat
cohdlari va Azarbaycan // Doktorantalrin vo Ganc tadqiqatgilarin XX
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Respublika Elmi Konfransinin Materiallar I cild — Baki: 24-25 may
—2016 —s.513-515.

4, XX osrin 50 -60-c1 illorindo Azoarbaycan SSR-do dévlot idaroetmo
sistemi: icra hakimiyyati // — Baki: Sivilizasiya, — 2017, cild 6 Ne 2
(36) —s.88-96.

5. XX asrin 50 -60-c1 illorinde Azarbaycan SSR-do ictimai- Siyasi
hoyata tosir gdstoron etno-demogqrafik proseslor //— Baki: Tarix ,
Insan vo Comiyot elmi- nozori vo elmi metodiki jurnal, — 2017, 2
(17) —s. 68-77.

6. XX asrin 50 -60-c1 illorindo Conubi Qafqada Ermani separtizmino
qarst miibarizo // Qafqazsiinaslarin I Beynolxalq forumu. EImi
moruzalar 2- Kitab — Baki: 17- 18 aprel —2017, — 5.295-304.

7. XX asrin 50 -60-c1 illorindo Azorbaycan SSR-do dovlot idaroetmo
sistemi: mohkama hakimiyyati // — Baki: Tarix vo onun problemlori,
—2017, Ne 4 — 5.236-246.

8. TenneHnuu HanMoOHAIBHOTO BO3pOXKIAeHUs B 50-romax XX Beka
B AsepOaitmkanckoii CCP  //-Opmecca  JlepaBHuil  3akian
«[liBneHHOyKpaiHCbKMI HalioHanbHUHM yHiBepcuteT imeni K. ]I
Yumucekoro» [omitukyc — 2017. Bunyck Ne 6 — €.48-52.

9. XX osrin 50 -60-c1 illorinde Azorbaycan SSR-do dovlot
idarsetma sistemi-Ali qanunvericilik vo yerli Oziintiidaroetma
organlart /- Baki: Pedoqoji Univerisitetin xoborlori Humanitar,
ictimai vo pedaqoji elmlar seriyasi, — 2018, cild. 66 Nel— 5.208-2109.
10. XX osrin 50 -60-c1 illorindo Azorbaycan SSR-do antidin
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